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CHARLE S  LEGGATT – AN APPRECI ATION

TWO FIRSTS FOR THE FRIENDS
Two major developments have taken place round 
the Minster over the summer – the opening of 
the reconstructed Refectory and the completion 
of the Archbishop’s Palace project. By chance the 
Friends have similar links with both of them.
The first function to take place in the Refectory 
occurred on the day before the official opening 
when the Council of the Friends on behalf of the 
membership entertained the retiring Dean and 
Mrs Guille to supper. The paint was hardly dry 
and we were much relieved that no last-minute 
hitches caused us to seek an alternative venue. 
The new managers, Dwight and Katie Griffin, 
put a lot of effort into making this a special 
occasion both for the Refectory and for our 
guests. Everyone was gratified that the timing 
of the Dean’s departure and the re-opening 
coincided to produce such a memorable 

evening. Over the past seven years Dean John 
had brought inspiration, vigour and good 
humour to the activities of the Friends and he 
and Sue would be much missed. As a gift that 
would not encumber them on their removal 
to Guernsey they were presented with garden 
tokens for their new home.
The Friends once again were quick off the mark 
in the State Chamber. Following the opening of 
the Archbishop’s Palace by the Archbishop of 
York on 8 October (see page 6), the next day 
the Friends held a lunch there after the lecture 
in the morning by Ptolemy Dean (see page 3). 
Some seventy people were able to sample the 
much enhanced facilities of the former Great Hall 
(which nonetheless looked reassuringly familiar) 
and enjoy a lunch, to the accompaniment of 
Guy Turner on the piano. 

In the autumn 2006 issue of Pepperpots the 
Minster’s new Director of Fundraising introduced 
himself and assured us he had joined the Friends 
before his first day of work. He also looked 
forward ‘to meeting more of “us” in the months 
ahead’.
Eight years later something of a mirror image 
of this situation presents itself. Charlie has now 
given up his post on the Minster payroll, but 
assures us that he still wishes to be involved 
with the Friends and indeed to continue as a 
member of Council. In the intervening years he 
has certainly met and endeared himself to large 
numbers of Friends, quite apart from all his 
other innumerable contacts in Southwell.
Charlie’s work for the Minster will be recounted 
with gratitude elsewhere. Here we very much 
wish to record the appreciation of the Friends 
for everything that he has contributed to our 
life. Although he has been adept at raising funds 
for the Minster, both directly and through the 
Friends, what we shall remember with equal or 
greater satisfaction is the way in which he has 
achieved this.
He has brought to his task infectious enthusiasm, 
enviable erudition, skilled organisation and 
limitless originality. The Friends have benefited 
uniquely from his past life at the Dulwich Picture 
Gallery and elsewhere. This has brought a 

bracing infusion into the Friends’ activities and 
drawn us into a wider world beyond Southwell.
We shall not forget the exhibitions, lectures, 
celebrity events, projects and day-to-day 
encouragement as we look forward to the 
continuing involvement of Charlie and his canine 
companions.
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ACTING
DEAN’S
COLUMN

The Acting Dean writes:

I recently came across the parable of the 18th camel. 
A certain Arab had three sons. When he died he 
left instructions to divide up his estate between 
them. All went well until the time came to sort out 
the 17 camels. The will decreed that half should go 
to the eldest son, one third to the middle son and 
one ninth to the youngest. How could this be done 
without amputation? The sons sought the advice of 
a neighbour. ‘That’s easy’ he said, ‘you can have one 
of my camels’. The eldest son then took his share. 

One half of 18 camels was 9. The middle son took 
one third, i.e. 6, and the youngest one ninth, i.e. 
2. 9+6+2 = 17 and they duly returned the camel 
that they had borrowed to its owner and left quite 
satisfied.
Mathematicians will spot the fallacy, but no matter. It 
is a nice story and it illustrates the grace of God that is 
often operative when, for example, a counsellor works 
alongside a client. It is important for a counsellor to 
be there for a critical time, but not to encourage a 
relationship of dependency because there will be an 
appropriate time to withdraw.
I wonder if this also reflects the place of Cathedral 
Friends. They can be called upon in times of need and 
make all the difference in enhancing worship and in 
preserving the cathedral’s fabric. They can then gently 
withdraw and leave day-to-day concerns to others. Of 
course many of our Friends are local and they are daily 
engaged in other ways but, perhaps for those who 
live away, the 18th camel is worth remembering. Your 
contribution is often what can make the difference. 
On behalf of the Minster community, thank you.

Canon Nigel Coates

KNOTTING turned out to be the subject of the architect 
Ptolemy Dean’s impatiently awaited talk to the Friends 
on 8 October. The occasion had been promoted without 
an inkling of the topic, but the speaker’s glowing 
reputation, partly from his television presentations and 
his post as Surveyor of the Fabric at Westminster Abbey, 
ensured that all the tickets quickly sold out. 
If Knotting might have seemed a less than arresting 
title in advance publicity, it riveted the attention of 
the audience within seconds as the speaker explained 
that he was going to recount the restoration project 
for which he had been responsible at Knotting Church, 
north of Bedford. This attractive, but relatively modest, 
building serving little more than 100 residents had 
been made redundant and vested in the Churches 
Conservation Trust. By the time Ptolemy was called in 
it was showing all the familiar signs of trouble, leaking 
roofs, faulty drains and damp everywhere, but it had 
attracted a sizeable repair grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.
The audience was offered an eye-opening sequence of 
views of the problems which faced architect and builder, 
from the inevitable decay that afflicts a building with a 
thousand years of history to the well intentioned, but 
faulty, remedies of the last century.
But this was not just a lecture on church architecture. 
Throughout the talk it was stressed that the building 
represented the people who had worshipped there 
over many centuries and equally that the work being 
undertaken was a team effort between enviably 
congenial clients, architect and contractors. To this 
end the views of cracked masonry and rotting beams 
were liberally interspersed with people working and 
drinking tea. This all illustrated Ptolemy’s exuberant 
understanding that projects had to be rewarding 

A VISIT TO KNOTTING WITH PTOLEMY DEAN
and enjoyable experiences, even if challenges were 
sometimes unavoidable.
He went on to explain the distinction between 
conservation and restoration and, in response to the 
ensuing questions, indicated that there was an extensive 
grey area between the two extremes and that every 
situation called for a careful assessment of what was 
appropriate. ‘Conserve as found’ was disregarded at 
Knotting when it came to removing layers of recent paint 
from Norman carving, while elsewhere considerable 
care was taken to preserve original features.
The skilful interworking between architect and builder 
produced some economical outcomes which allowed 
more work to be done sooner than planned. The upshot 
was a structure with barely visible interventions which 
should ensure its survival for another century or more.
The speaker’s enthusiastic but down-to-earth erudition 
held the attention of everyone and spilled over into the 
questions at the end. No-one could have failed to be 
impressed by this inspirational account of what might 
have seemed a worthwhile but fairly routine assignment. 
He was applauded for generously finding the time to 
come to Southwell for the morning from London.
From the large audience those seventy people who had 
been fortunate enough to obtain tickets then moved 
across to the Archbishop’s Palace for lunch. As recounted 
elsewhere in Pepperpots the project to revitalise the 
surviving medieval buildings and their setting had been 
formally opened the previous day by the Archbishop 
of York, so this Friends’ lunch was the first function to 
take place in the State Chamber, the ‘new’ old name 
for the Great Hall. For many friends this was the first 
opportunity to discover how much had been done to 
enhance the premises’ attraction as a venue without 
affecting any of its familiar character.
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OUT
and ABOUT

Sue Hopkin writes:

BOLTON ABBEY AND BRADFORD CATHEDRAL
7 May 2015
Our next event we hope you will agree offers plenty of 
variety. We shall be leaving from the Cathedral Shop in 
Church Street at 8.30am and should arrive at Bolton 
Abbey by 11.00am. As we shall not be stopping for 
coffee on the way, you may wish to bring your own 
for the coach. There we shall visit the Priory Church 
which is the surviving nave of the original church. It 
looks a fascinating building and our guided tour will 
also take us round the ruins in the beautiful grounds. 
It is a superb site.
We shall have our usual soup and sandwiches and tea 
and coffee at the nearby Abbey Tea Rooms which is 
charming.
Thence we are off to Bradford Cathedral where the 
Dean, the Very Revd Jerry Lepine, is a former Hon. 
Canon of Southwell Minster and Rector of Wollaton. 
I was staggered how beautiful Bradford Cathedral is 
and we can be sure of a lovely welcome. We shall have 
a guided tour and tea, followed by Evensong sung by 
the boy choristers. We hope to reach Southwell by 
8.30pm.
I hope these plans appeal to you. The cost will be 
£29.50 each, to cover coach fare and gratuity, lunch 
and tea and donations to our hosts. An application 
form is enclosed with this issue of Pepperpots and 
should be returned to me by post before 1 February 
2015.

LOOKING AHEAD
Regarding Autumn 2015 and our happening then, 
I am hoping to organise an event in the Minster so 
that those unable to come with us on longer journeys 
have a chance to come. Watch this space in the Spring 
issue of Pepperpots.
As ever please let me know if there are any places you 
would like to visit.

The interior of the priory church at Bolton Abbey

Above: The priory ruins

Below: The nave of Bradford CathedralBelow: Bradford Cathedral
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OUT and ABOUT
 — continued

A shorter than usual journey, a later than usual departure-
time from outside the Minster, and a very early pub lunch 
of soup and sandwiches preceded an early afternoon 
visit on 18 September 2014 to John Taylor’s bell foundry, 
approached by a leisurely walk via some of the town’s 
shops and a modern housing complex with evidence of 
tasteful art-work by the residents. This red-brick Victorian 
bellfoundry has fulfilled the same function since it 
was built, but it now carries its own belltower, added 
later, so that samples of its products can be hung and 
demonstrated as if in their intended setting.
Bell metal is 77% copper and 23% tin, a higher proportion 
of tin than usual for most bronze. No other metal or alloy 
has the right properties to produce a bell that will give a 
resonant tone with little risk of fracture. Unseen by most 
of those who listen, the outer surfaces of large bells often 
bear some external decoration or inscription and then 
oxidise with verdigris; while inside the surface has to be 
machined carefully, in order to adjust the exact thickness 
of the wall to the desired note in a musical scale. The 
shape of the bell determines the desired admixture of 
fundamental and harmonic over-tones.
We were fortunate to be able to view from a gallery a 
white-hot crucible of molten bell-metal, supported 
by a moving gantry, being guided and (only when the 
temperature was just right) poured by expert hands into 
a mould prepared in an iron casing, lined with a mixture 
of sand, clay and animal matter, and then almost buried 
for safety in the dust of the foundry-floor. There the new 
bell would cool over several days until the cast could 
be chipped away and the metal work fettled. We were 
able also to study the metal and wooden structures that 
support the bell and the ropes that ring them.
We approached St Mary’s in Bottesford through its pretty 
back streets and over a footbridge skirting the former 
rectory. Welcome refreshment was available from a 
trestle by the font, tea having been prepared at the exact 
moment we arrived.
Our guided tour included an inspection of exterior 
features including the tallest spire of any village church in 

Edmund Salter describes a tour 

FROM BELLS TO 
BOTTESFORD

England and several mediaeval gargoyles and grotesque 
carvings, all basking in friendly afternoon sun. Inside, 
very ample light enters via even-sized, large, plain-glass 
clerestory windows, with some Victorian and Edwardian 
stained glass in commemorative sanctuary windows. 
In the choir there are supine effigies of members of 
the Manners family, which had been shaped in pre-
Reformation times, hands clasped in prayer; but also some 
later statues, which were in erect, heroic poses from post-
enlightenment times. Viewed from the altar steps this is 
more a mausoleum than a parish church; indeed, viewed 
from the nave, these images distract more than they 
impress. Extraordinary to hear, therefore, that even more 
memorials to this family which had endowed the church 
had once invaded the adjoining village schoolroom as 
well as the church itself, until a decision was taken to 
transfer whatever could be moved into a private setting 
at Belvoir Castle. A number of visitors challenged our 
guide with questions which he fielded deftly. 

Above:
Photogaph by
Diana Pitchford

Right:
Photograph by
Alison Salter

Below Left:
Photograph by
George Dawson

Bottom:
Photograph by
Alison Salter
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THE ARCHBISHOP – AND HIS PAL ACE

A thrilling surprise awaits you if you have not been to 
Southwell this year. It is seven years since ideas for the 
future of Bishop’s Manor and the adjacent ruins and 
grounds began to emerge and over the past four years 
intensive planning and fundraising have turned these 
ideas into an impressive reality.
The outline of the project was revealed in the Spring 
2014 issue of Pepperpots, but now is the moment to 
describe how the environs of the Minster have been 
transformed through a combination of imaginative 
creativity and generous funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

Origins of the Palace
The special significance of the Minster in the Middle 
Ages as an outpost of the Diocese of York led to the 
building of a residence for the Archbishop on the site 
in the fourteenth century. It was often visited by the 

Who more appropriate to reopen 
the restored palace of his medieval 
predecessors than the current Archbishop, 
the Rt Revd and Rt Hon. John Sentamu? 
It was a rewarding climax to the several 
years’ efforts that he was able to pay 
a whistle-stop visit to Southwell on 7 
October to inspect the achievements and 
to declare the project complete. 
The occasion fell into three parts. The 
celebration began with Tudor music 
performed by musicians from the Minster 
School, including a harpist, who played 
inexhaustibly the whole afternoon. Light 
afternoon tea was served in the south 
transept for whoever was around and 
a good number of people gathered to 
enjoy both this and the music.
Meanwhile those most closely involved 
with the project assembled in the State 
Chamber, as the Great Hall is now to be 
known, and patiently awaited the arrival of 
the Archbishop from another engagement. 
Speeches followed. The Dean Emeritus, the 
Very Revd John Guille, who had overseen 
the project from the start, was the first, followed Mr 
Atul Patel representing the East Midlands Committee of 
the major funders, the Heritage Lottery Fund, and the 
Archbishop. These speeches were relaid to those in the 
Minster, who spontaneously clapped as if the speakers 
were within earshot.
The party then moved into the Minster, the Archbishop 
being accompanied by the Acting Bishop of Southwell 
and Nottingham, the Rt Revd Richard Inwood, and 
the Bishop of Sherwood, the Rt Revd Tony Porter, seen 

here before the ceremony. The Archbishop, though his 
time was running short, worked his way steadily and 
genially around the crowd in the south transept.
All those taking part appreciated the careful planning 
which had ensured that the occasion was a fitting and 
memorable celebration of an ambitious and inspiring 
effort.

The Archbishop with (left) the Bishop of Sherwood and (right) the 
Acting Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham 

Photograph by Richard Jarvis

A PROJECT COMPLETED
archbishops: Gerard died here in 1108 and Cardinal 
Wolsey was here in 1530 as he wrestled with his failure 
to secure a divorce for Henry VIII from Katharine of 
Aragon. The connection with the archbishops also 
meant that English kings were visitors here, concluding 
with Charles I before he was captured.

Decline
After the Civil War the buildings were allowed to decay 
and came to be seen as a picturesque ruin. The only 
part that survived intact was the former state chamber 
and ancillary buildings which latterly have been used for 
Minster purposes. When the Minster became a cathedral 
in 1884 the new bishop needed a house and eventually 
was provided with Bishop’s Manor which was skilfully 
built into one corner of the ruins in 1905. Since then the 
ruins and extensive grounds have been the preserve of 
the Bishop and other tenants of the house.
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THE ARCHBISHOP – AND HIS PAL ACE
Revival
Several different threads have been drawn together to 
produce the experience that is now offered to visitors. 
The Great Hall has been refurbished, with a new kitchen 
and full disabled access. As the State Chamber it is now 
an appealing and popular venue for functions of all 
kinds. The song school can also be seen.
From an archaeological angle the ruins of the palace 
have been consolidated. Formerly visible only from the 
churchyard, they now form an impressive backdrop to 
the newly accessible Education Garden to the east. This 
greatly extends the public space around the Minster 
and is already proving a popular spot to explore and 
sit in – and there are opportunities to volunteer help to 
maintain the gardens. 

Visiting
Admission to all these features is free, though you are 
invited to make a donation as you think appropriate. 
Access to the State Chamber is not possible when it is 
let, but if you are coming from a distance a telephone 
call to the Minster Office (01636 812649) will avoid 
disappointment. An informative free booklet guides 
you round the site and indicates those areas which are 
open to the public and those like Bishop’s Manor and 
the ruins, which are private.

Features not to be missed
The path from the south door of the Minster to the 
Palace has been relaid and visitors will be intrigued by 
the beautifully carved words in the flagstones. Written 
in three languages, they refer to three groups of people 
associated with the site: Romans, Anglo-Saxons and 
ourselves at the present time. This unusual feature will 
delay entry into the building for many curious people.
This theme is continued within on the staircase wall and 
reflects the key moments when Southwell has appeared 
on the national scene. 
The State Chamber is the surviving intact area of the 
medieval palace and gives a good idea of the scale and 
elaboration thought suitable for the archbishops. On the 
walls hang royal and clerical portraits and the window 
cushions, specially designed and created by members 

of the Cathedral Needlecraft Guild, are full of historical 
allusions. 
Outside again you can access the gardens by a new 
entrance at the east end of the ruins.  A surprisingly 
expansive area of beds, lawns and trees spreads before 
you. Immediately below the ramped entrance is the 
recreation of a Tudor knot garden. To the right a long, 
wide border in front of the ruins has drawn on Gertrude 
Jekyll’s ideas to produce a garden reminiscent of the 
period of Bishop’s Manor itself. You will find a medieval 
herb parterre and there are numerous wildlife areas to 
explore. Luke Bartle, who has seen the garden through 
to this stage, has now left to become head gardener at 
Balcaskie House in Fife.
You will find discreet, well designed and instructive 
interpretation boards throughout the site.

For more information visit:
www.archbishopspalacesouthwell.org.uk

Above: An example of the newly worked kneelers in the State 
Chamber

Bottom Left: The knot garden, border and ruins

Bottom Centre: Some of the lettering on the path to the main 
entrance

Bottom Right: This overview captures most of the site newly 
accessible to the public: the education garden on the far left, 
the view of the ruins in the centre and the State Chamber on 
the far right. Bishop’s Manor and the gardens within the ruins 
remain private and there is no access.

Photograph by Richard Jarvis
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Enrolment Form
Please enrol me as a Friend of Southwell Cathedral (see subscription 
rates at foot of page).
*  I enclose cash/PO/cheque for £.........................
*  I enclose a completed Bankers Order
*  I enclose a completed Gift Aid declaration

(Cheques payable to ‘Friends of Southwell Cathedral’ please).

Name................................................................................................

Address............................................................................................. 

Address..................................................................................................

Address.............................................................................................. 

Postcode............................................................................................

Date........................................................................................................

*Delete as appropriate

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

BANKERS ORDER
To the Manager ....................................................Bank/Building Society

Full address of Branch ...........................................................................

..............................................................................................................

............................................................................... Postcode.................

Account No. ..........................................................................................

Account Name ......................................................................................

Sort Code .................... .................... .................... 

Please pay to: ‘The Friends of Southwell Cathedral’, a/c number 97113409 
at National Westminster Bank, 9 Church Street, Southwell, Nottinghamshire 
(60-20-15)

the sum of £.................( ............................................................pounds)

on receipt of this order and on every ...............................................day

of ..............................................................annually until further notice.

Please cancel any existing order in favour of the Friends of Southwell 
Cathedral

Signature...............................................................................................

Date ......................................................................................................

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Gift Aid Declaration
Only one person should complete this form.

You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least 
equal to the tax that the Friends of Southwell reclaim on your contribu-
tions in the tax year.

Please inform the Friends of Southwell Cathedral if you cease to pay at 
this level or if you change your name or address.

I WANT THE FRIENDS OF SOUTHWELL CATHEDRAL TO TREAT ALL 
CONTRIBUTIONS I HAVE MADE SINCE 6 APRIL 2000, AND ALL 
CONTRIBUTIONS I MAKE FROM THE DATE OF THIS DECLARATION, UNTIL 
I NOTIFY YOU OTHERWISE, AS GIFT AID DONATIONS.

Title .......................................................................................................

Forename(s) ..........................................................................................

Surname ................................................................................................

Address. ................................................................................................

Address. ................................................................................................

Postcode ...............................................................................................

Signature...............................................................................................

Date ......................................................................................................

"

SOUTHWELL MINSTER
SERVICES

SUNDAY
 7.30 a.m. Morning Prayer and the Litany (BCP)
 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
 9.30 a.m. Family Eucharist (CW1)
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BCP)
 3.30 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
MONDAY
 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW1) Sacrista Prebend
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
TUESDAY
 7.30 a.m. Holy Communion (CW1) Pilgrims’ Chapel
 8.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
WEDNESDAY
 7.30 a.m. Holy Communion (CW1) St Oswald’s Chapel
 8.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
12.15 p.m. Holy Communion (CW1) Sacrista Prebend
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
THURSDAY
 7.30 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) Airmen’s Chapel
 8.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
 9.45 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) Airmen’s Chapel
12.30 p.m. Silence and Meditation Pilgrims’ Chapel
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
FRIDAY
 7.30 a.m. Holy Communion (CW1) St Oswald’s Chapel
 8.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)
SATURDAY
 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (CW)
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW1) Pilgrims’ Chapel
 5.45 p.m. Evensong/Evening Prayer (BCP)

For more detail visit: www.southwellminster.org
and click Minster Magazine
Evensong is usually said on Monday and Wednesday, 
but see the Minster Music List www.southwellminster.org 
and click Music and Choirs
Sunday Club meets weekly.
The sacrament of reconciliation (Confession and Absolution) 
and the Anointing and Laying-on of Hands are available at any 
time by arrangement with the Dean or with any other clergy.
The Minster is open every day until dusk or 7.00 p.m.
The diocesan cycle of prayer is used every day, remembering 
parishes and organisations within the diocese.
Please ring the Minster Office (01636 812649) for details of 
how to organise a party visit to the Minster and to check 
service times, which may be subject to alteration. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• Individual members: £15.00 per year

• Joint membership: £25.00 per year

• Senior Citizens or under 18: £10.00 per year

• Life membership: £500

• Businesses: £20.00 per year
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Friends’ Festival 2014
Beryl Balmer writes:

A beautiful warm sunny day on 
Saturday 21 June saw the Friends 
meeting up for coffee at Bishop’s 
Manor by kind invitation of the 
Bishop of Sherwood, the Rt Revd 
Tony Porter. Many of us enjoyed 
strolling around the beautiful 
gardens and inspecting the 
‘work in progress’ on the new 

education garden and medieval herb parterre. 
Suitably refreshed we then made our way to the 
Minster for a looked-forward-to talk by our very own 
John Meredith. Dean John had given him the brief 
‘The Minster between the Wars’, but John, thinking 
that there would only be sufficient information for 
that particular talk to last 15 minutes, decided upon 
a new title ‘The Minster in times of conflict’. He then 
held us enthralled for over an hour – fortunately we 
were sitting on the new chairs - with a history of the 
Minster from the arrival of the Romans, the founding 
of the first church by Paulinus in 626 AD through to 
the Norman conquest, the Domesday survey, then 
the thirteenth century when the Saxon church was 
replaced by the church recognisable today. During 
the Wars of the Roses it was thought that the Yorkist 
troops said mass in the Minster on their way to do 
battle at East Stoke in 1486. Fast forward to the 
destruction of the Archbishop’s Palace and damage 
to the chapter house carvings by the Scottish troops 
during the civil war when the nave was used as a 
barracks and stabling for their horses and further 
destruction being prevented by the intervention of 
Edward Cludd. 
Moving to the twentiethth century, information 
from the minute book noted that intercessions took 
place for those taking part in the South Africa War, a 
memorial service was held for Major John P. Becher 
DSO, who died of his wounds in 1916, and the bells 
were rung to celebrate the armistice in 1918, £5 being 
given by the town committee towards the cost.
No bells were rung during the Second World War and 
as a precautionary measure in case of fire a water-
piping system was set up, which is still in place, 

together with a water tank still visible near to the 
Dunkirk stone. John then spoke about the Airmen’s 
chapel, the gifts donated for it, the brasses made from 
empty shell cases and a silver wafer box from the RAF 
Chaplains. All of these were on display, along with 
the beautiful Becher cross donated in his memory by 
the parents of J. H. Becher, killed in action in 1943. In 
conclusion John drew our attention to the five World 
War II graves in the churchyard all maintained by 
the War Graves Commission. The vote of thanks was 
given by Alison Salter.
At 2.00pm we reassembled in Jubilee House, 
courtesy of Nigel Spraggins, the Diocesan Chief 
Executive Officer and, after a minute’s silence in 
memory of Brian Whitehouse, the AGM began and 
proceeded according to plan with reports from the 
Hon. Treasurer and various secretaries in addition to 
a progress report on the work on the Archbishop’s 
Palace, then close to completion. Applause broke out 
when we were informed that John Guille had been 
made Dean Emeritus in recognition of his ‘sheer hard 
work, energy and determination’. Vicki Loughton was 
presented with a basket of flowers in appreciation 
of her work with Steeplepeople over the years, now 
closing as only two children are taking part.
After a lovely tea on the patio prepared by Margaret 
Bagguley and her team we made our way back to the 
Minster for Festal Evensong. The cathedral choir led by 
Paul Hale and the sermon by the Rt Revd Tony Porter 
put us all in a frame of mind to joyously sing together 
the final hymn ‘Christ is made the sure foundation’.
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Southwell Choral Society
Celebrating 50 years 
The present society originated as the choral group of 
Southwell Arts Society in 1959. Its popularity increased 
and in 1964 Southwell Choral Society emerged under 
the leadership of founder conductor, Peter Wood. The 
present conductor, Nicholas Thorpe, took over when 
Peter retired in November 1997. The Society now 
has approaching 100 active singing members and a 
thriving group of non-singing Friends of Southwell 
Choral Society.
Autumn and spring concerts are performed in the 
setting of our historic and beautiful Minster.
Southwell Choral Society is a registered charity run 
by an active and dedicated voluntary committee. We 
seek to promote music in our community at all levels 
and give an annual music bursary, the Peggy Oldham 
Award, to a promising local music student. We 

also support young composers through the annual 
Nicholas Thorpe Composition Award (see website for 
details: southwellchoralsociety.com).
The Society takes part in other concerts, such as Carols for 
Everyone in the Minster, and supports local businesses 
and organisations when in need of choral input.
New members are always welcome. Rehearsals take 
place weekly in term-time at the Southwell Methodist 
Church, Prebend Passage, Westgate, on Monday 
evenings from 7.30pm - 9.15pm. We do not require 
auditions.
For further information: John Southall, Committee 
Member, 07775 934933. X50jws@gmail.com
P.S. Come and hear us perform Karl Jenkins’ The 
Peacemakers on 22 November 2014 at 7.30pm in the 
Minster. Tickets available from the Cathedral Shop.

20 : 40
Observant readers will have noticed that this issue of Pepperpots is 
numbered 40. Since we appear twice a year it follows that we have now 
completed 20 years of publication. As 2014 turns into 2015 these two 
figures have further reverberations. 
It is 20 years since Sue Hopkin first gallantly took on the role of Events 
Organiser for the Friends. Since the only events hitherto had been pretty 
much restricted to the formal annual general meeting, there was no 
past experience for her to draw upon. This meant that she was able to

mould the role in what has become her own inimitable way, with the discreet but significant backing of her 
husband, John, until 2010. And by 2015 the total number of events and outings will reach – 40. 
It is also 40 years since Malcolm Stacey joined the Council of the Friends as the editor of the annual report, a 
modest, fairly formal publication which was the only communication which members received from the Friends 
in the course of the year. After 20 years in this format it was incorporated into the new concept of the twice-
yearly Pepperpots which is where this 20:40 divertissement began above.

COUNCIL CHANGES
We are grateful to Canon Nigel Coates, the Acting 
Dean, for being able to chair the Council of the Friends 
during the vacancy. In this role and as the post of 
President is also vacant until a new bishop is appointed, 
he also chaired a busy and informative annual general 
meeting in June.
Mrs Jenny Derbyshire, who has served on the Council 
for the past two years, has now retired. We thank her 
for the contributions which she has made during that 
time to the work of the Friends.
Mr Roy Pearson, who retained his role as gift-aid 
administrator when he retired as Hon. Treasurer, has 
now handed over to Mrs Margaret Waddington who 
also continues as Membership Secretary. The reclaiming 
of gift aid provides a significant boost to our income, 
but involves a great deal of time-consuming detail. We 
are extremely grateful to Roy for applying himself to 
this over very many years in his customary meticulous 
manner and equally to Margaret for her readiness to 
tackle an additional onerous task.

LUNCHTIME AT THE CATHEDRAL
The autumn series will conclude with:

Friday 14 November Keep smiling through – Roger 
Donson introduces his latest 
book on Southwell and District 
in World War II.

Friday 28 November Charlotte Rowan (violin)

Friday 12 December Britten: A ceremony of carols 
with the Minster Girls’ Choir 
and harp

12.15pm-1.00pm. Sandwiches and refreshments 
are available in the south transept beforehand. Free 
admission. Retiring collection.

To receive email updates, please contact Alasdair 
Forbes: litmus@southwellminster.org.uk or visit 
www.southwellminster.org/Friday-lunchtime-1.html
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STEEPLEPEOPLE

Column

Vicki Loughton explains the current 
situation.
Steeplepeople, the Young Friends of 
Southwell Cathedral, began in May 
2000 when a group of six youngsters 
and a team of adult helpers led by Nick 
Harding met for the first time to explore 
the Minster and enjoy some craft activities.  

Over the next thirteen years we had almost forty 
activity days when we visited parts of the Minster 
not usually open to the public and learnt a great deal 
about the building and its history. We had visits from 
many local people who gave their time to show us 
new things and tell us about the Romans, the early 
visitors to the Archbishop’s Palace, the flowers that 
grow in the Potwell Dyke grasslands and many other 
exciting things. One of our most interesting days was 
when we visited the Craftsmen’s Day at the Minster 
and tried out tile making, lead moulding and stone 
carving.

However, today’s children have so many calls on 
their free time that it has become more difficult 
to attract enough youngsters to come to each 
activity day and our numbers have dwindled from 
a maximum of twenty-one down to only three or 
four at some of our more recent days. In November 
2013 I had to cancel the activity day as there were 
no children available to attend. I have decided 
therefore to call a halt to our meetings for the 
present. 

I would like to thank all the adult helpers who 
have regularly come along to our meetings and 
all those who have offered their time to give us a 
talk or demonstration. We have all learnt a lot and 
really enjoyed ourselves. I would also like to thank 
the Friends for their financial support and for the 
lovely flowers I was given at the Annual General 
Meeting.

Some flashbacks to past activity days

As most readers will know, the last issue of Pepperpots 
caused many Friends a great deal of inconvenience 
and we repeat the apologies offered in the Acting 
Dean’s letter circulated in June. Those who replied 
provided useful evidence in our negotiations with 
the Post Office and Royal Mail who were wholly 
responsible for the error.
It has taken most of the summer to apportion 
responsibility and we are pleased to report that Royal 
Mail has now sent the Friends a cheque for £204.48 
based on the number of items which we could claim 
to have been surcharged. As there is no realistic 
means to reimburse £1.44 to individual members, 
the Council proposes to regard this repayment as a 
gift to the Friends, but you may contact the Hon. 
Treasurer if you wish to reclaim what you were 
overcharged.
Changes in the distribution of Pepperpots were 

STEEPLEPEOPLE 
UPDATE

The Council of the Friends wishes to amplify what 
Vicki Loughton has written by placing on record 
the vital contribution which she made to the 
setting up of Steeplepeople, for her unwavering 
energy, commitment and imagination and for 
being the impresario of so many occasions which 
were as rewarding and illuminating to the adult 
helpers as to the children.

SUMMER SAGA RESOLVED
already under consideration and are now in place 
with the co-operation of the Minster Office. This 
is also a suitable point to thank those volunteers 
who regularly save a good deal of postage by hand-
delivering copies within Southwell and in several 
other localities where there is a concentration of 
Friends. These savings are then directed to the object 
of the Friends.

New Friends
We warmly welcome the following Friends who have

joined recently: 

Mr E Carson
Mr & Mrs G C W Jackson
Mr & Mrs R F Leman

Mrs P J Slack
Mrs W Whitaker
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PEPPERPOTS appears in the spring 
and autumn each year. The copy dates 
for each issue are the last days of 
February and August.

EDITOR: Malcolm Stacey,
 1 Arnesby Road
 Nottingham NG7 2EA
 Telephone: 0115 978 5718
 Email: stacey@arnesby1.fsnet.co.uk

PEPPERPOTS is published by the 
Friends of Southwell Cathedral 
(registered charity no. 1039131),  
Minster Centre, Church Street, 
Southwell, Nottinghamshire NG25 
0HD. Telephone: 01636 819649 
Email: friends@southwellminster.org.uk

OBJECTS OF THE FRIENDS
The Friends of Southwell Cathedral 
exist to bind together all who 
love the Cathedral Church and 
who desire to help in preserving 
for posterity the fabric of this 
ancient and historic building; in 
maintaining daily worship therein; 
and in enhancing its adornment.

LEGACIES
Over the years many Friends have 
remembered the Minster in their 
wills and this has been greatly 
appreciated.
 The following form of bequest 
is suggested for the convenience 
of those who would like to make 
a bequest to the Friends from 
their estate in their will:
 ‘I bequeath to the charity 
known as the Friends of Southwell 
Cathedral (Registered Charity No. 
1039131) a sum of .................. 
pounds (free of legacy duty) 
or a ...................percentage of 
the residue of my estate and I 
declare that the receipt of the 
Secretary for the time being of 
the said charity shall be good 
and sufficient discharge for the 
same.’Pepperpots is printed on 75% recycled paper

The Friends’ website address is: www.southwellminster.org/friends/
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NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS OF SOUTHWELL CATHEDRAL

SUMMER EXHIBITION

Most of the unattributed photographs 
in this issue are by Mary Stacey

Not all Friends will have had the 
opportunity to see the summer exhibition 
in the chapter house. Between 17 May 
and 15 June the centenary of the start of 
World War I was marked in a reflective 
and absorbing way which at the same 
time brought together both spectacular 
exhibits (see the gleaming motor-cycle 
which greeted visitors on entering) and 
intimate memorabilia.
With his matchless acumen for 
persuading people to part (briefly) with 
their possessions Charlie Leggatt had 
assembled some very telling artefacts, 
mainly with a local connection, which 
evoked hushed contemplation among 
the visitors. There must be admiration 
that in a small town so many people kept 
and handed down precious items of all 
kinds and that their descendants could 
find them when asked for potential 
exhibits.
The Friends were involved in several 
ways. The demanding task of ensuring 
that sufficient stewards were found 
and trained fell to the Hon. Secretary, 
Alison Salter, now fully qualified after 
her exertions for previous exhibitions. 
Many of these stewards themselves were 
Friends. The Friends also funded a new 
donation box with legacies from Sir John 
Anstey and Mr Peter Allen.
It had been resolved at an early stage 
that no admission charge would be 
made for this exhibition, unlike its 
fundraising forerunners in previous 

This rare survivor of a New Imperial motor-cycle 
of 1915 in the chapter house passage was an 
arresting introduction for visitors.

years, and generous sponsorship 
ensured that nothing detracted from 
the contemplative atmosphere of the 
setting.

ALSO NEW IN 2014
If you are in Southwell only occasionally 
do not forget to call at the refurbished 
Refectory and Shop, now more closely 
integrated than before. The Refectory is 
open on Monday to Saturday 9.00am – 
5.00pm and Sunday 10.00am – 4.30pm 
(01636 815691, therefectorysouthwell@
outlook.com). The shop is open Monday 
to Saturday 9.30am – 5.00pm and 
Sunday 12.30pm – 4.30pm (01636 
812933, cathedralshop@hotmail.co.uk).
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