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Booking will be essential for most of our Christmas services as
numbers are limited by Covid-19 restrictions. Further announcements
about final timings and how to book will be publicised in due course,
not least by email to those on the Minster’s mailing list.
Saturday 5 December
5.30pm Advent Carol Service (booking essential)
5.30pm Advent Carol Service Online
Sunday 6 December – The Second Sunday of Advent
4.00pm Advent Carol Service (booking essential)

Thursday 24 December – Christmas Eve
3.30pm Evensong (booking essential)
11.15pm Eucharist of Christmas Night (booking essential)
Friday 25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am Holy Communion (booking possible, not essential)
10.00am Cathedral Eucharist (booking essential)
10.00am Cathedral Eucharist Online
12 noon Holy Communion (booking possible, not essential)
3.30pm Christmas Evening Prayer (booking possible but not essential).
Wednesday 6 January – THE EPIPHANY
7.00pm Sung Eucharist (booking recommended)
Sunday 10 January – The Baptism of Christ
4.00pm Epiphanytide Carol Service (booking recommended)

Mysterious Masonry in Southwell Gardens 23
Front Cover credit:
The central panel from an altar piece triptych , 'The
Adoration of the Magi,' by 15th century Flemish artist Hugo
Van der Goes (1430/40-1480), now in the Hermitage
Museum in St Petersburg, Russia.

Readers will see that this edition does not include the
usual contacts list. If you wish to contact a member of
the clergy or have other urgent reasons for contacting
Minster staff please call 01636 812593.
Join us on Facebook search for southwell-minster and click 'like' to
keep up to date with news and information.

Subscription
f you or friends you may know would like to take out an annual
subscription and receive copies by post please send details of your name,
address and telephone number with a cheque for £24:00, made out to
Southwell Cathedral Chapter, to Christine Kent, 16 Halloughton Road,
Southwell, Notts, NG25 0LR.

I

For more information please contact me on 01636 812750 or email:
chris.kent100@btinternet.com. If you live in Southwell I will be happy to
deliver your copies by hand and the annual cost will be £15:00.
Christine Kent (on behalf of the editorial team)

If you are interested in submitting an article for consideration for the February/March issue, please email your
offering to hugh.middleton@nottingham.ac.uk by 13th January 2021 .
This magazine is produced and printed by Jubilate Communications CIC

Welcome to the December/January edition of Southwell Leaves

Leaves of Southwell
Project Talks

I

t is a truism to say that Christmas 2020 will be like no other,
and that 2020 has been a very difficult year. This edition of
Southwell Leaves reflects some of the uncertainty that surrounds
Christmas at a time of worldwide pandemic, and on a year in which
the Minster community learned new skills, worshipped God in
different ways, and – in spite of everything – began new initiatives.
Many of the details of services we publicise are provisional, and it
is not possible to provide a full calendar for these two months,
though the magazine has a flyer attached with more last-minute
details. Everyone will need to check online, and be in touch by
phone with those we know who do not have a computer.
Nevertheless it is planned that carols will be sung in the Minster by
the boys, girls and men of the cathedral choir at Advent and
Christmas, even if we are still unable to sing them ourselves. We
have articles about past Christmases in various places in the world,
as well as about the spiritual meaning of it all and input from the
Precentor. There are also pen-portraits of the six choir-men (Lay
Clerks) who provided music before the choristers returned.
An increasing part of the Minster’s ministry is in the field of
conservation, resulting in a bronze award for being an ecocathedral. We publish three articles about caring for creation as we
play our part in preventing climate change. This runs parallel to the
‘Leaves of Southwell’ project that celebrates the Chapter House,
and is the springboard for further action which we describe.
Another innovation this year was a ‘virtual pilgrimage’ to Santiago
de Compostella, as a way to raise funds for Christian Aid, to
compensate for the impossibility of Christian Aid Week because of
the lockdown.
It has been a turbulent year in politics, and Hugh Middleton
explores the role of group identity in his article More in Common?.
We feature the architecture and history of the Minster too.
The Dean’s contribution this time is an edited version of the
newsletter she sent to everyone on the mailing-list, ‘Southwell
Cathedral Chapter News’, in which she gives an over-all picture of
what the Minster is planning to focus on in the next stage of our
life together.
Good wishes from the editorial team for Advent, Christmas and the
New Year.
Vincent Ashwin

A

s Covid-19
restrictions may
continue during 2021,
‘The Leaves of
Southwell’ project
team will share
different aspects of the
project through a series
of online talks on
Microsoft Teams. The
talks will take place on
Tuesdays at 2pm and
will last approximately
45-60 minutes, with
time for questions.

The leaves of the tree for

the healing of the nations

12 January 2021, 2.00pm
Dr Chris Brooke gives an update on the latest findings coming
from the Raman spectroscopy sampling which he has been
conducting in the Chapter House. The Paint Detectives: The
latest analysis results on medieval paint pigments in the
Chapter House, Southwell Minster
26 January 2021, 2.00pm
On the eve of Holocaust Memorial Day, Dr Helen Bates explores
the story of the art historian, Nikolaus Pevsner, who
published The Leaves of Southwell in 1945 and his links to the
Holocaust.
A talk to mark Holocaust Memorial Day: Nikolaus Pevsner, The
Leaves of Southwell and the Holocaust connections
To book your place on these talks and for more information,
visit the Events page on www.southwellminster.org/
LostTraditions or email helen.bates@southwellminster.org.uk
Dr Helen Bates

“The divine light of Christ is not
confined to that one person
whose earthly life ended 2,000
or the last few years there has been a Thought for the Week years ago, but is handed on to
each baptised Christian. The
in the Minster's Pew News. Here are two quotes from
Epiphany season is the
2016-17.
celebration of that explosion of
“We face climate change, the faltering of many of our financial,
political and religious institutions, and the impact of indiscriminate light. Each tiny individual
pinprick of flame - in the life of
brutality. Where are our lighted windows now? Will the lights on
each Christian disciple - adds up to a worldwide blaze. The
the tree of humanity prevail, or the surrounding darkness? Faith
says ‘Yes’ to the power of the light. Faith trusts that when the full Epiphany season ends with Candlemas (February 2), celebrating
story is told, light and life will ultimately prevail over darkness and the moment when the Christ-child is recognised by Simeon, the old
priest in the temple, as the light of the world. Again, a particular
death. …This faith isn't easy. It is risky and counter-intuitive. It
invites you to look beyond your own feelings of helplessness in the domestic event comes to have universal significance: Joseph and
Mary come to fulfil their ritual obligation, and Simeon sees that
face of world situations, and trust in an unseen, yet foundational
this is what the world has been waiting for.”
goodness holding all in being.”
David Stancliffe, 'God's Pattern', SPCK 2003, pp.59-60.
Margaret Silf, 'Lighted Windows: An Advent Calendar for a World
in Waiting', BRF 2016, pp.5-6.

Pause for Thought

F
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From the Dean - Chapter News

T

Visitors and the
he Dean is writing regularly to everyone on the Minster’s
mailing list. We publish her October 29th message updated Cathedral shop
After this area moved
for the December/January magazine
into Tier 2, we saw a
decrease in visitor
Thank you to those of you who have given feedback on the first
numbers, although
edition last month of this new Chapter Newsletter. Many of us
feel saturated with information just now so thank you for getting there were busier times
this far! We hope this missive is informative and helpful, whether during the two-week
half term break. Those
you are living close to the Minster or have interest from afar.
who come continue to
give positive and appreciative feedback. Further restrictions have
Chapter’s developing plans
followed and the future remains uncertain although there is hope
The Chapter spent a day together early in October. We are
of some relaxation over Christmas. The opening times of the
developing a vision for the Cathedral to exist as a living well of
spiritual refreshment, celebrating a rich heritage, following Jesus Minster are likely to remain reduced over the autumn and winter
Christ, and caring for God’s creation. We know that given the far- months, and the shop will be open as much as precautions allow,
reaching impact of the pandemic into all our lives, our purpose is especially in the lead up to Christmas. Please support it and
remember there is also an online ordering facility in place.
to be a community of hope and inspiration which is outward
facing. We have identified three main priorities from which our
Sacrista Prebend
mission and ministry will flow.
The House remains closed but thanks to the dedicated voluntary
team the gardens are looking beautiful this autumn. The new
They are around
Warden, The Revd Dr Michèle Hampson, will have been licensed
•
welcome and hospitality
(online) on Thursday 26 November, and we are very much looking
•
sharing and deepening faith
forward to welcoming her as a new colleague. She has some great
•
wider community engagement
ideas about how to widen the connections of the House to the
diocese. Her arrival is well timed as the Chapter makes plans in
Over the following weeks we will be talking with the staff,
response to the new opportunities despite the challenges and
volunteers, the Minster’s worshipping community and other
stakeholders about these priorities, and how we can embrace all restrictions of the pandemic. Michèle will be part time and you
can read more about her in the October/November edition
the numerous opportunities to share the love of God in who we
are, and in what we do. We made some mention of these plans at of Southwell Leaves on the website.
the Annual Meeting in October and will use this monthly
IICSA report and the Church of England
newsletter to give updates.
The recent publication of the ‘Independent Inquiry into Child
Sexual Abuse’ report made for difficult and unpalatable reading,
The Leaves Project
If you live locally you will have seen the work outside the Minster facing us with the reality of the depth of pain experienced by
survivors and victims of abuse in the face of church hierarchy and
to introduce new external lighting and to repair paths. Work
continues in the Chapter House with the preparation of the floor culture. While many lessons have been learned over the last
for the introduction of underfloor heating. We are finalising plans years, we must never be complacent. Cathedrals were mentioned
in the Report as having vulnerabilities when not linked to the
for the garden and paddock work, which will enhance the
Diocesan Safeguarding team. I can reassure everyone that for
interpretation of the naturalistic stone carving and includes an
several years the Cathedral has been within the training and
outdoor learning space. At the start of this project we could not
referral systems led by the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, and as
have foreseen how vital to our wellbeing outdoor space and
beauty is, but we are now seeing possibilities for more events and Dean I sit on the Diocesan Advisory Panel for Safeguarding. We
heard recently that the postponed audit by the Social Care
activities in the garden. Our first ever open-air Animal Blessing
Institute for Excellence (SCIE) is rescheduled for 7/8/9 September
Service at the end of September was a great success, and on
2021. As vital as training is, together with the value of good
Saturday 31 October a special ‘Saints and Lights’ activity for
policies and procedures, it is the culture of any organisation that
families and children took place in the grounds.
makes it a safe place, and we are committed to ensure that all
who come to worship, work or visit in the Minster are safe.
Welcome news of a grant to help recovery
We were delighted to announce at the beginning of October that
the Cathedral will receive a grant from the Department of Culture, Advent and Christmas
Media and Sport Recovery Fund amounting to £400,900. This is a Please check the website and the weekly publication Pew
News for up to date information on our plans for the next few
lifeline ensuring we can bring staff back from furlough and
implement plans for new income streams and growth. It sounds a weeks.
lot of money – and it is – but there are necessary restrictions, and
the grant must be applied by March 2021.
**************
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These are difficult and uncertain times. I share with you a prayer
I have written:

Our Father God,
a very present help in time of trouble,
watch over and protect all the people of Nottingham and
Nottinghamshire affected by the coronavirus.
Give wisdom to all who lead,
give compassion to all who offer care,
give courage to all who are afraid,
give comfort to all who grieve,
give friendship to all who are alone,
give hope to all who despair.
Bind us together in love and peace.
We pray for the light and hope of Christ to shine brightly across
our communities in these uncertain times.
Amen.
Dean Nicola

From the Precentor

A

t the end of a year like no other comes what looks set to be
a Christmas like no other. The deep oddness of the times in
which we are living can be gauged from the fact that at the time of
writing (mid-November) it is still not entirely possible to be sure
what services we may be able to hold in the Minster in just a few
weeks’ time.
However, even assuming that the current lockdown restrictions are
lifted on 2nd December, as envisaged, there is no disguising the fact
that our Advent and Christmas schedule looks more than a little
denuded compared with a normal year. Some much-loved events,
such as Carols for Everyone, are (for unavoidable reasons) not
taking place at all. Our Advent Carol Service will not be an Advent
Procession this year, since the need to maintain social distancing
makes this impossible. Both the Advent and Christmas Carol
services will take place multiple times in order to accommodate as
many people as possible, but we are very aware that, still, only a
fraction of the usual number of people will be able to experience
them in the Minster.

copyright, Newark Advertiser
However, both will be available online in high-quality
recordings, as will others of our Christmas services, so
perhaps they may in that way reach more people than ever.
Still other fixtures, such as Christingle, are changing format
entirely – though our Christingle Trail, taking place in the
Minster grounds on the weekends of 5th-6th and 12th -13th
December, will be a lovely opportunity for families (and
anyone else!) to get outside and experience the joy of
Christingle in a new way.So, yes, a Christmas that will be
simpler and perhaps starker, than many of us will ever have
known before. And so, perhaps, it is an opportunity to think
afresh about the starkness of the first Christmas: about Mary
and Joseph, isolated from loved ones in a little town that
would not have been homely and snow-draped, but possibly
strange, inhospitable, and forbidding. Those who gathered
round them as they laid the baby in the feeding-trough were
not the friends and family they would surely have longed to
see; instead they were reliant on the kindness of strangers,
roughly-clad shepherds straight from the fields. And yet it is
here that God Incarnate was brought into the world. So
wherever this Christmas finds us, Christ may still be born in
us. And the Minster – which has seen it all (or nearly so)
before – will still stand, bright and shining, as a sign of God’s
constancy and faithfulness even in
life’s hard places. We
won’t be able to sing hymns together this Christmas, but the
(often omitted) fourth verse of ‘O little town of Bethlehem’
has rarely felt more apposite:
Where children pure and happy
Pray to the blessèd Child,
Where misery cries out to thee,
Son of the mother mild;
Where charity stands watching
And faith holds wide the door,
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks,
And Christmas comes once more.

Happy Christmas.
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Richard Frith

Here we Come a Wassailing
Nowadays many a carol concert would include Here We
Come a Wassailing in its programme. It is a secular song
but sits comfortably alongside the more traditional carols.
Originally it is, however, rooted in Pagan tradition, the
word ‘wassail,’ deriving from the Anglo-Saxon phrase
'waes hael' which means 'good health.
Carols were banned in the 1660s under Cromwell,
although they had already become less popular. However.
When Charles II came to the throne the singing of carols
underwent a renaissance and the tradition of wassailing
which involved going from door to door singing in return
for a wassail drink.
The first mention of wassail as a greeting can be found in
the epic poem from the 8th Century, Beowulf,‘The rider
sleepeth, the hero, far-hidden;/ no harp resounds,/in the
courts no wassail, as once was heard. ‘
'The wassail was originally a drink of mulled ale, curdled
cream, roasted apples, eggs, cloves, ginger, nutmeg and
sugar served from a large bowl which was always expected
to be full. It would have been steaming hot and clearly
provided warmth and a degree of intoxication! Caroling
was prevalent in Shakespeare’s time when men of lower
class would expect payment as they went from door to
door in a rather blatant form of begging. One assumes they
were paid to move on and not for their singing! By the end
of the 18th Century working class carolers or wassailers
would often end their evening’s singing at the lord of the
manor’s house where they would often receive money as
well as food and drink.
The carol ‘Here we Come a Wassailing,’ originated in the
mid- 19th Century and was sung at New Year and, more
typically, Twelfth Night (January 17th in the old tradition).

Here we come a-Wassailing
Among the leaves so green,
And here we come a wandering,
So fairly to be seen.
Here we come a wandering,
So fairly to be seen
Love and joy come to you,
And to you a Wassail too,
God bless you and send you,
A Happy New Year
God send you a Happy New Year.
God bless you and send you,
A Happy New Year
God send you a Happy New
Year.
We are not daily beggars
That beg from door to door,
But we're the neighbours'
children,
That you have seen before.
We're the neighbours' children
That you have seen before.
Love and joy come to you,
And to you a Wassail too,
God bless you and send you,
A Happy New Year,
God send you a Happy New Year
I have a little purse
It's made of leather skin.
I need a silver sixpence,
To line it well within.
I need a silver sixpence,
To line it well within.
Love and joy come to you
And to you a Wassail too,
God bless you and send you,
A Happy New Year.
God send you a Happy New Year
God bless the master of the house.
And then the mistress too,
And all the little children,
That round the table grew.
All the little children,
That round this table grew.
Love and joy come to you,
And to you a Wassail too,
God bless you and send you,
A Happy New Year
God send you a Happy New Year.

In addition to the caroling custom of wassailing, there was
and still is, apple tree wassailing, which is perhaps a less
well-known form of the tradition. This involved fire lit
processions sprinkling the apple tree often with cider and
making a huge amount of noise to scare off demons. The
wassail song would be chanted, thus, hopefully, ensuring a
good crop of apples for the following year.
6 Southwell Leaves December 20 January 21

Tom Hislop

Dresden: Light a Candle

T

he Kreuzkirche in Dresden stands on the corner of the city
market place and is known as Germany’s ‘Christmas
Church’. Its world famous Kreuzchor of over a hundred boys sings
an imaginative programme of music in the Advent-Christmas
season. On Christmas morning they celebrate ‘Christmette’, a
dynamic drama of the nativity told through the interplay between
choirs in the chancel and gallery. As the carol service from King’s
College Cambridge begins with a solo verse so ‘Christmette’ begins
with a single voice announcing the angel’s message to Mary, ‘Do
not be afraid’. It is a much coveted solo and quite an achievement
since it all starts at 6am. If you want one of the three thousand
seats in the church you will need to start queuing about four in
the morning.
‘Christmette’ began in the 1930’s and gained a particular
poignancy through the bleak years of communism with that
opening proclamation, ‘Do not be afraid’.
In 1989, before the fall of the Berlin wall, I travelled to Dresden to
produce a live BBC programme linking the Kreuzkirche with
Coventry Cathedral to mark the anniversary of the start of the
Second World War. In that conflict both cities, of course, had
been all but obliterated by heavy bombing. So, it was a spinetingling moment when the boys of the Kreuzchor sang the opening
notes of Bruckner’s ‘Locus iste a Deo factus est’, ‘This place was
made by God’.
I have no claim to fame but I can say that I was in Dresden at the
same time as Vladimir Putin, who was stationed there for five
years as a young officer of the KGB. As far as I know we never met,
but then who knows, an anonymous security officer was assigned
to be my ‘minder’!
One evening I joined a gathering in the Catholic Cathedral. It was a
small affair. My ‘minder’ got bored and left for the night. I
nervously discovered that the gathering planned to walk between
all the churches in Dresden as an act of civil disobedience. As the
walk progressed so numbers grew. The crowd stopped by the
rubble of the once magnificent Frauenkirche. The ruins of the
building stood like empty book ends against the night sky. No
attempt had been made to clear the rubble much less restore the
church. Candles were lit and carefully placed among the
blackened stones. The candles were both an act of
remembrance and an act of defiance. I heard people
muttering to each other. Usually by now baton- bearing
police should have arrived to disperse the crowd.
Change was in the air.

‘busyness’. In the
communist years
it was a place of
many gatherings
both of protest
and prayer.
Never more so
The choir of Dresden’s Kreuzkirche
than at Christmas
when candles were lit and the message of the angel rang out from
a single voice, ‘Do not be afraid’.
During my brief visit to Dresden I was struck by how much ‘family’
meant. No one was taken for granted. You never knew who might
be missing the next day. Many families were separated by the East
- West split especially in Berlin. Here today, many have learned
again how much friends and family are to be treasured.
Education was valued in Dresden. Angela Merkel gained her
doctorate in quantum chemistry believing, amongst other things,
that it was a subject less susceptible to propaganda or state
censorship. Here today, pupils at school and students at university
have recognised the value of having face to face teaching. Maybe
everyone has learned that in some measure. On- line learning and
Zoom meetings mimic human contact but ultimately cannot
replace it.
There was much industrial pollution in East Germany and I found
that people really valued the open spaces and fresh air they could
enjoy. Today, nature reserves, like Attenborough near
Nottingham, report a resurgence of interest and an increase in
membership. Perhaps there is a renewed treasuring of wildlife and
the preservation of the environment.
Many lessons have been learned in these months and, no doubt,
many still to be learned. Maybe one of the most significant was
first published in 1907 by a Christian missionary society in China,
‘it is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness’.
Bishop Stephen Oliver

Less than two months later I was in Berlin when the
wall came down. Germany began the journey to
reunification and East Germany began to recover its
economy. Angela Merkel, the daughter of a Lutheran
pastor, knows all about those years since she was
brought up in East Germany.
In all this, perhaps there are things to be learned from
those who endured dark years in their own kind of
lockdown.
The Kreuzkirche was burned out in the bombing and
the interior was rebuilt using a plain rough finish and
painted white. It was never restored to its baroque

Dresden’s Frauenkirche before and after its post-war restoration
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More in Common

I

t is as if nothing else has happened over the last two months
other than Coronavirus and the American Presidential
Election. Both have prompted huge volumes of comment and
analysis, and in many quarters, fear. Fear of life-threatening
illness, of business failure or redundancy are understandable but
why are we so concerned about the political machinations of a
country on the other side of the globe? This might reflect the
power and influence the President of the United States can exert
beyond their immediate jurisdiction, and it might be because we
fear that the bitterness and polarisation consuming our American
cousins might take root here.

loyalty) and a sense of personal agency. In Hidden Tribes these
qualities identify the characteristics and political inclinations of
seven groups. They are intuitively recognisable, and in some ways
reassuring.

Progressive Activists feel safer than any other ‘tribe’; they are
highly sensitive to issues of justice and fairness, have little respect
for authority and are more likely to value children’s creativity
than their behaviour. They are politically active. In contrast
Devoted Conservatives are sensitive to threat despite the fact
that they are amongst the wealthiest. They value children’s good
behaviour and they value partisan loyalty. They feel that
individuals are the architects of their own fate and they too are
politically active. Traditional Conservatives also value personal
responsibility and self-reliance, patriotism and America’s
Christian foundations. They feel these to be under threat but
unlike their more devoted conservative colleagues they are less
likely to be politically active. Although these are exemplars of the
political spectrum, they describe less than a third of the overall
population. Their prominence and their various influences upon
the news agenda and political debate reflects the fervour of their
activities and the loyalty with which they adhere to their group.
More than two thirds of the population fell into one or another of
four tribes collectively described as the ‘exhausted majority’ who
By the time of writing (November 9) Joe Biden had been declared were not characterised by political activism. Traditional Liberals;
older, retired, open to compromise, rational and cautious, Passive
President-Elect by widespread consent, but Donald Trump had
Liberals; less happy, insecure, distrustful and disillusioned, the
yet to concede, and formalities that would lead to a transfer of
Politically Disengaged; younger, less well-off, distrustful and
power had yet to begin. The possibility of litigation meant that
detached, and Moderates who were socially engaged, civicthere was still no conclusion to the weeks of campaigning,
argument, posturing and recrimination that have dominated our minded, but pessimistic.
screens and newspapers for so long. Hopefully that will have
This can be read with hope or with despair. Conventional wisdom
been resolved by the time this goes to print.
argues that an absence of political engagement is a problem; that
Whatever the outcome proves to be, one thing is certain: this has people should want to express and campaign for this, that or the
been the most contentious presidential elections of recent times. other cause through the machinery of politics. More in Common’s
A striking feature has been the fervour of opposing sides, each
findings join others in demonstrating that only a minority are
clearly angry with the other and each determined to throw
politically active, but they suggest a bit more. Activists of either
whatever mud they can find. Not pretty, and understandable
hue are characterised by an intense adherence to their own
grounds for concern should the same develop here. What drives position at the expense of compromise and reconciliation. On the
these feelings and the fervour to express them?
‘left’ Progressive Activists hold their views at the expense of a
respect for social cohesion, and on the ‘right’ conservatives hold
A couple of years ago the More in Common foundation published theirs at the expense of a respect for social justice.
the findings of a project entitled Hidden
Tribes: A Study of America’s Polarised
Perhaps there is some hope in the fact
Landscape. More in Common was founded in
that an overwhelming majority find
memory of the murdered MP, Jo Cox, whose
neither of these a satisfactory
parliamentary maiden speech highlighted the
expression of how they feel and as a
expression; ‘We are far more united and have
result don’t fall into the politician’s trap
more in common with each other than things
of having to align one way or another.
that divide us’. More in Common uses insights
More in Common have conducted
from psychology and social science to explore
similar research in the United Kingdom
the drivers underlying people’s choices of
published this year as Britain’s Choice.
ideology and political affiliation with a view
Sadly, it is not directly comparable with
to more united, resilient and inclusive
the American study but it does come to
societies.
a similar conclusion; that the majority
of us have more in common with one
Rather than considering how surface
another than our differences, and that
demographics such as age, gender, racial
narrow, partisan positions are a
Jo Cox, MP, murdered by an extremist
background, education or wealth influence
minority interest that benefits few.
political choice, it investigates the influence of more fundamental
qualities such as susceptibility to threat, parenting style, moral
Hugh Middleton
foundations (care for others, fairness, attitudes to authority,
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We will need Samaritans this Christmas

T

he New Testament is too often read while ignoring the
Old Testament. The stories of Jesus, the early history of
the Church and the correspondence between the leaders and
the churches are read without reference to God’s work in the
Old Testament. As we look towards Christmas and a new year,
it is worth reminding ourselves that the New Testament is the
completion of God’s work in the Old Testament times. The
idyllic world of the mythical Eden was ruined by our Fall, yet
God in his mercy provided a way back to Paradise through the
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Jesus endorsed the Old Testament. When a Bible scholar (Luke
10) asked him about eternal life, Jesus unhesitatingly endorsed
the ‘expert in the law’s’ reference to Deuteronomy 6:5 and
Leviticus 19:18 ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your strength and with all your mind. Love your
neighbour as yourself’.
This Old Testament creed is at the
heart of Judaism today (the
Shema).

today. At a governmental level it challenges our attitudes to
victims of wars, migrants and foreign aid. It challenges our
perception of giving, which should border on the sacrificial. The
Good Samaritan left with the innkeeper the equivalent of £250!
This was ample for board and lodging, since one silver denarius
(coin) was about a worker’s weekly wage.
Certainly, the two villains of the parable are a warning to us.
The Temple in Jerusalem was a place of hospitality, so most
priests had a rudimentary knowledge of contemporary
medicines, certainly equal to the Samaritan’s, who staunched
the blood flow with bandages (Luke 10:34), then disinfected
with alcohol and poured on oil to sooth! Perhaps the priest had
just finished a month on duty in the Temple (which was hard
work with many services, anti-social hours, and a great deal of
pastoral nurturing of worshippers). He just wanted to get back
to his home in Jericho, a total distance of seventeen miles! The
Levite took responsibility for the animals sacrificed at Temple
services, so he was used to blood
and entrails! He was ideally suited
to deal with the Jewish victim of a
highway robbery. But he too failed
to fulfil his own calling from God.

Thus, when Jesus updated the
commandments, it was only a
I do not need to help you to put
‘new’ commandment in the sense
your own modern parallel to the
that he related it to himself, God’s
Samaritan. The Jews and the
word made flesh. At the Last
Samaritans were kept apart by the
Supper, he commands his disciples
Romans (pragmatically) and by
to obey the commandment, so that
Jewish by-laws which usually suited
‘all may know that you are my
both communities. So, the disciples
disciples, if you love one another’.
were not surprised (although
By this he heralded his own
St.
Peter
leading
the
faithful
to
Paradise.
Mural
on
indignant) when Jesus was refused
sacrifice, as the completion of God’s
outside of painted church, Bukovina, Romania.
permission to preach in a Samaritan
work of redemption. Whereas in the
village (Luke 9:52). Indeed, when
Old Testament salvation came by
commissioning the disciples, Jesus had
keeping God’s laws, from Christ’s death
advised them not to preach in Samaria, but
onwards salvation would come through faith
‘go rather to the lost sheep of Israel’. So, this
in him.
good neighbour had left Samaria, despite the
dangers this posed. Jesus brings him into the
Our failings as the Christian church have not
story to provoke the kind of sharp intake of
been in reciting the commandment, but in the
breath we might offer had the helper been an
ticklish challenge of putting it into practice!
asylum seeker or a refugee.
Hence, we, like the Bible scholar, are
constantly asking: ‘Who is my neighbour?’.
As we come to the wonderful story of the
The parable of the Good Samaritan, which
Word made flesh this Christmas, we remind
follows, shows principles but not a
ourselves that the Christ child is not ‘God with
prescription for us. As a church, does it mean a
us’ to dismiss and undo the story of the Old
geographical responsibility for our church
Testament, but to fulfil it! That puts on us a
family, or our neighbours down the street, or
mighty responsibility to help those in need
all those within our diocese?
whom God sends our way. For we were like
Mary and the Christ Child,
Part of the answer is contained in Jesus’
fulfilling God’s salvation plan. the victim on the road to Jericho until God in
his mercy picked us up, sealed our wounds
teaching—the Samaritan chanced upon
Veronetz Monastery,
and provided us with shelter and safety. We
someone who geographically did not live in his
Romania.
all must reach out in caring, not find excuses
area but acted as neighbour. So, our
to pass need by?
neighbour is anyone that God puts our way,
either through our thinking or through our walking about. As
David Shannon
Jesus’ audience would understand, that group of neighbours
was not a finite, but an infinite number! The challenge was just
as toxic in its effects upon the first century thinkers as it is for us
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Christmases to Remember

W

hen it became apparent that Christmas is going to be
very different from usual this year I asked around the
Minster congregation for people’s stories of other Christmases
that were out of the ordinary, even disastrous or maybe have
become a family legend. Here are the results with thanks to the
contributors and apologies for the inevitable paraphrasing and
abridging.

mining villages and persuaded our mums to
ditch the bright coloured paper streamers that
decorated our front rooms and replace them
with more tasteful holly and ivy?’
More recollection of preparations:

‘In the church in which I grew up, the vicar
We who were wartime babies can affirm there was no ‘normal’ introduced the idea of a life size crib scene in a side chapel, with
about wartime Christmases, as our parents constantly reminded lots of fresh clean straw. Romanticised perhaps, but still very
us.
powerful. The Church was kept open in the days before
Christmas, and it was one of the highlights of the season to be
‘I have a vivid memory of Christmas towards the end of the War able to go into Church, get away from all the pressure, and kneel
that I was never allowed to forget. My father had returned from in silence before the scene - with the wonderful smell of fresh
the army and mother was ill in hospital. Dad and I were living
straw.’
with his sister and on Christmas Day he took me to see my
mother, a most unusual event as, at that time, children were
Several Christmas disasters involved the ritual festive meal:
strictly forbidden from hospital visits. However, it must have
been special for the nurses too, because I recall they produced
‘Picture a Christmas day meal in the early 50’s, the family sitting
jelly and ice cream for my tea. Afterwards, we went back to our around the kitchen table, pressure cooker hissing away merrily
temporarily abandoned home and there on the kitchen table
on the stove promising a perfect Christmas pudding whilst the
was the most beautiful dolls house. Dad must have spent
turkey and trimmings were being devoured. Time for the
months and months making it, lovingly crafting every detail to
pudding, the family sit in expectation, tension mounts until
please his four year old daughter. Did I jump up and down with mother shrieks!!! The pressure cooker is empty, she’s forgotten
joy and squeal with delight? No. I stood in silence, stared and
to put the pudding in the cooker. Thank goodness there was
never said a word as we walked to my aunt’s home in the next
always a trifle but the family never let mum to live this one
village, when she made clear what I hadn’t realised, it was mine, down.’
it was for me! Poor Dad, how devastating: is it surprising he told
the tale so often I can still recall every detail?’
Yet another missing pudding could only be blamed on the dog,
namely…
A very different hospital tale from Christmas 1980:
‘A very hungry Labrador called Honey - a lovely animal but
‘I was a student nurse working in an A&E
always looking for food. A homemade Christmas pudding, kept
department in the East End of London: an eye
to mature for a year, was left at the back of the kitchen while we
opener for someone who grew up in rural
all went to church. On arriving home we found a very satiated
Suffolk. I was both outraged and upset at the
dog and no sign of the pudding. Thinking it might never have
number of admissions of patients who were
been put out we searched in all the cupboards until it became
the worse for an excessive intake of
quite clear where it had gone. Honey was not the most popular
alcohol. Most of them were long past the jolly and
dog on the planet and mince pies don’t quite replace Christmas
amusing phase of inebriation, and well into the angry,
pudding. Who knows what happened to the silver sixpences or
unhappy and non-cooperative phase, bearing wounds from
how did she reach the pudding?’
carving knife injuries and various other domestic ‘accidents’ and
mishaps. As an impulsive gesture of high minded protest, I
Potential culinary disaster was avoided by another family’s
announced to my shocked parents when I finally got home
ingenious rescue of the obligatory turkey.
exhausted after my Christmas shifts that I would never,
ever touch a drop of alcohol again. They were relieved and not
‘My father’s job meant that people gave him
surprised when a couple of years later I relented. But the
gifts at Christmas, frequently turkeys (already
experience taught me that for many people, Christmas adds
dead). One year he was given the ‘Incredible
pressure and tension at home, which for some ends tragically in Hulk’ of the turkey world, and there was no
a hospital casualty department.’
way it would fit in the oven. My father and
grandfather took the saw to the raw bird, and
Preparations for the Big Day are often more exciting than the
my grandparents took half of the turkey home
event. Is this why Advent is often more meaningful than
for their Christmas meal. Thankfully, no-one
Christmas?
severed an artery or poisoned themselves in
the process.’
‘A much anticipated pre-Christmas ritual at my all girls Grammar
School in South Yorkshire was the prefects’ expedition by bus to Misunderstandings between two families, not uncommon at
a nearby country estate to collect greenery for decorating the
Christmas, were related. Each had expected to be host that year.
oak-paneled assembly hall. The outing even included tea by a
When the guest household failed to turned up the young boy of
roaring fire in one of the lodges. Such privilege! I wonder how
the family was sent off to walk over a mile to the next village to
many of us went home to our council houses and terraces in the find out why. He returned a good while later accompanied by
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the guests plus a half-cooked turkey rescued from their oven. No we came to Southwell, we had always listened to the King’s
phones, mobile or otherwise, in their households but there was College Carols. Here - so much better - we hear them live in the
Minster before our special meal. As well as the Christmas Eve
plenty of cold turkey for Boxing Day.
feast, we have our traditional English dinner, often a bit of an
Animals figured in a couple of memorable Christmases: a puppy anti-climax on the evening of the 25th. Since I’ve been
unexpectedly born to their grandparent’s labrador on Christmas Orthodox, I celebrate an additional Christmas on January 6th-7th
but that is largely a church and parish celebration.’
night became a surprise present for one set of excited
grandchildren. How could their parents resist? Another family
remembers the time they had to cope with an extra guest in the
form of an exceedingly beautiful but enormous cat brought along
on the train from London. ‘Shut the door - don’t let the cat out’
was the constant cry all holiday, so worried were they of losing
this precious pet.

Bible Verses for Reflection

Midnight Mass is the Christmas service many people find most
memorable, especially the first time they are allowed to go out
so late.
‘As a small child in the 1940's Christmas always began on
Christmas Eve when my sisters and I would be put to bed early,
fully clothed, and woken about half past ten to put on our boots
and coats. We then walked a mile in the dark to Midnight Mass
at our tiny parish church in the Sussex countryside. My memory
tells me that it was always snowy, but I am sure that was not so.’
No snow on this family visit to Australia.

S

o they [the shepherds] went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart.
Luke 2: 16-18
I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he [God the
Father] may grant that you be strengthened in your inner being
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love.
Ephesians 3: 16-17

Australian camel

‘With daytime temperatures reaching 42 degrees, I remember
seeing Father Christmas in the centre of Perth fully bearded with
sacks of toys, his top half looking very authentic but his bottom
half sporting shorts and flip flops. At the Christmas Eve Carol
Service, which was under a big shelter because of the heat, we
rather incongruously sang 'In the Bleak Midwinter’ and at the
end the three wise men arrived on enormous Australian camels
which all the children were then allowed to ride
Finally, a member of the Minster’s Thursday meditation group
and congregant of the Russian Orthodox Church reflects on over
forty Christmases in Southwell.
‘1979. First Southwell Christmas: A week
before Christmas, family (now six of us)
returns from semester in Heidelberg. By
the time we came to Southwell we had
already evolved our own family Christmas,
starting Russian-style on Christmas Eve. That is the day we
decorate the Christmas tree, light its candles (only once!), have
our first tangerines and mince pies, sit down to an elaborate
continental Christmas meal, and open a few small presents. Until

Suggestion for Reflective Reading, based on the ancient
tradition of Sacred Reading ('Lectio Divina')
Read the verses slowly, perhaps more than once.
If any word or phrase strikes you in particular, stay with it,
repeating it quietly to yourself.
Reflect about what God might be saying to you through this.
Move into quietness, resting in God's loving presence.

Yorkshire - God's own County
Sir,
Yesterday morning God was seen walking around Yorkshire.
‘What are you doing?’ he was asked.
‘Working from home’ he replied.
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Glynn Lloyd

Pen Portraits of the Lay Clerks

I

n September and October, before the girl and boy choristers had finished their post-lockdown training, sung music in the Minster was provided by the six Lay Clerks. These are professional singers who earn their living for certain hours each week, providing the foundation of every cathedral choir. People asked, ‘Who are these singers?’ We asked them to tell us.

Guy Turner - bass
I was brought up in
North London, got the
music bug at school
and went on to read
music at Cambridge.
My best times were
after graduation when I
had the great
experience of singing
for John Rutter in Clare College Choir. I became a school music
teacher, which I managed for thirty one years, initially in Surrey
Comprehensives, then in Further Education in Somerset and
finally in a private girls' school which, though a lovely place to
work, never sat comfortably after twenty years working for the
state. During this time I did lots of conducting, including helping
found both Surrey and Somerset County Youth Choirs. I also
conducted several musicals.

joined the National Youth Orchestra. I studied music at Oxford
University, but I decided to offer for ordination. For the next
twenty-six years I worked in parishes in England and as a mission
partner in the Congo. It was hard work, but I loved most of it - and
we had some wonderful family times with our five children. All
along the way I carried on singing when I could.
I had a major breakdown in 2007 connected with coming to terms
with being gay, and my marriage ended. I had to start again, and
thought I needed to go somewhere where there was a
community to belong to. I remembered my singing and decided to
see if I could get a lay clerk’s job. Paul Hale took a risk, and I was
delighted to accept his offer. I can’t tell you how glad I am that I
ended up in Southwell. Laurence and I are very happy here. Our
marriage caused something of a storm (just Google if you don’t
already know it) but we have had so much generous and kind
support from so many people in the town and the Minster. We
have very good and happy relationships with all our children. We
share a passion for Victoriana and antiques and we love our
garden. I am a keen cook and proud to be a grandfather of two!

For many years I had no time for singing at all, but singing
occasionally as a deputy with Bristol Cathedral Choir gave me the Ed Joyner - alto
confidence to apply to be a Southwell Lay Clerk – and I came here
I was born in the small
in 2008.
cathedral city of Wangaratta
in
Australia and graduated
Nowadays I have a 'portfolio' career, which includes a lot of
from the University of
music: piano playing, a little teaching, and conducting Bingham
Choral Society. I am occasionally allowed out into the community Adelaide with a degree in
English and Linguistics in
to sing Comic Songs. I also compose as often as time – and
commissions – allow. The other side to my work is that for eight 2006. While studying, I sang
in several choirs and played
years I have been a question verifier for TV quizzes, and more
cricket
for the University. I
recently have started writing questions as well. You may see my
began my career in arts
name from time to time in the credits for Only
management, managing a
Connect and Mastermind. This takes an increasing proportion of
professional
chamber choir,
my time. I am proud to have been one of the initial founders of
and subsequently Musica
the Southwell Music Festival, and now run the Fringe. I live in
Viva Australia, a national
Maythorne and I love my flat.
chamber music company. I
Singing in Southwell Minster choir is a great privilege – I still love also worked for the South Australian Arts Council for 2 years.
From 2003 to 2011 I was a bass lay clerk at Adelaide Cathedral
it after over 2000 services!
and toured in the UK and Italy. I moved to the UK in 2011 to take
up
an alto position at Lincoln Cathedral. I worked there for two
Jeremy Pemberton years and while I lived in Lincoln I also worked for the diocese and
bass
then the university.
Born in Cambridge in 1956, I
was a musical child, and learnt
piano and then cello. My first
orchestral experience was
playing in the Stockport Junior
Youth Orchestra, and I sang
treble in the local church until I
was kicked out for fighting in
the vestry. At 13 I went to
Uppingham School on a Music
Scholarship, and I eventually

Since September 2013 I've been alto lay clerk at Southwell
Minster. I now divide my time between York and Southwell; my
non-singing work is at the University of York, where I'm a
manager in the fundraising office. I'm also a deputy songman at
York Minster, and sang on a live BBC Radio 3 broadcast there in
2018.
My interests outside of singing and cathedrals include food,
travelling to Western Europe, international politics, and cricket. I
met my fiancée Becky in Lincoln, and she now works as an
associate director for a heritage architecture and consultancy

firm, and has worked on a number of major historic buildings and
cathedrals (including Southwell!). We bought and renovated a
terraced house in York, and have a baby cat named Topaz. We were
due to be married in May, but...

Tristan Moore - tenor
I was born in Nottingham in
1986. My first musical
experience came at the age of
around 5 when I was given a
small keyboard by my
parents, obtained by
collecting fuel tokens. I went
to the Bluecoat school, where
we were fortunate enough to
have an excellent Director of
Music and a thriving school
choir; we went on a European
tour once a year. Around this
time I began singing at St
Peter’s, Nottingham and taking organ lessons.
At Portsmouth University I read German and Linguistics, and while
there I sang as a deputy in Portsmouth Cathedral choir. I also joined
a University Royal Naval Unit, where I undertook the Navy’s
equivalent of the Officer Training Programme. I decided that I
would prefer not to join up, and came back in Nottingham where I
began working as an apprentice organ builder. I moved to London
in 2009 to work for Mander Organs, where I was fortunate enough
to work on many important and historic instruments, and had the
opportunity to travel, working at various places in Europe, Africa
and Asia. While living in London I sang in several choirs; I met
Catriona during a choir tour to Truro and we married in 2013.
On moving back to Nottingham in 2014, I began regularly deputising
at Southwell again and, along with my wife, Catriona, and daughter,
Emily, who was born in 2017, was quickly welcomed back into the
Minster community. I was delighted to accept the post of Decani
Tenor Lay Clerk in 2018. It is the strong sense of community and
friendship, along with high-quality music making, that draws me to
Southwell; Catriona, Emily and I feel privileged to be a part of this
community.

Erik Sharman - alto
I was born and raised in
Guernsey, meaning that –
along with my colleague
Edward (who arguably has
greater claim than I!) – the
alto section brings a foreign
flavour to the Cathedral
Choir. I have always loved
singing and so sang in a
number of choirs growing
up, though not in a church
setting until the sixth form:
football and cricket matches
on a Sunday had always won
up until that point. I came to the UK to go to Durham University,
where I studied Modern Languages. In my second year, I
successfully auditioned to be a Choral Scholar there, singing eight
services each week alongside my studies. My year abroad included
a term as an Erasmus student at the University of Tours in France

and six months in Biberach in Germany working for the local
music school.
I admit that I’d never actually heard of Southwell before
seeing
a Church Times advert for a Lay Clerkship in my final year, but
I came along for an interview and, well, here I am… I am also
the Liturgy and Music Administrator for the Minster, meaning
I put together orders of service and the various other things I
pester many of you about on a weekly basis! In addition, I
work for a tiny publisher called Sacristy Press, which
publishes mostly theology and history.
Outside of work, my passions include reading, cooking and of
course all things musical. While working from home in
Guernsey over the summer I rediscovered cliff walking and
sea swimming, though both pursuits are rather difficult in
Nottinghamshire! I am a qualified football referee, and have
now been cross-stitching my mum’s 2016 Christmas present
for over four years.

Mike Gregory - tenor
I was born in Newport, South Wales,
in 1986. On official forms I identify
as Welsh, but that is because there
is seldom the option ‘mongrel’. My
father is the only child of a
Welshman and an Irishwoman, and
my mother is the child of Italian
migrants that came looking for work
in the 1950s. As a child, I joined the
Newport Boys’ Choir. I wasn’t
particularly keen to start with, but
went along to a rehearsal and was
allowed to sing in the mass at St
Michael’s on the Sunday. The
conductor taught me theory, piano, and singing, and
encouraged my spiritual learning, too. I went on to read
Music and Italian at Exeter and Cardiff universities, and spent
an Erasmus year at L’Università di Ca’ Foscari in Venice.
I had always fancied having a go at being a lay clerk but was
deeply suspicious of the austere, Anglican choral sound that I
had heard in recordings of King’s College, Cambridge.
Nevertheless, Paul Hale foolishly appointed me as Tenor lay
clerk at the Minster. I told him I intended to stay for one year,
maybe two; that was ten years
ago. The year I started at Southwell, I was extremely
fortunate to have begun working as an animateur for ‘Sing
Up!’, a government initiative encouraging the return of
singing to primary schools. I was appointed to be vocal coach
to the boy choristers, with whom I still work. Subsequently, I
became a singing teacher at Worksop College, which is where
I spend the majority of my week. When I am not working
with pupils, I tend to drink excessive amounts of coffee, and
am partial to eating small Italian pastries on my way to the
Minster.
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18th Century Protest about Slavery

I

n the context of worldwide racial tensions, modern-day slavery and the Black Lives Matter movement, Maggie Ayling recommended this
poem. William Cowper (1731 – 1800)

Forc'd from home and all its pleasures,
Afric's coast I left forlorn;
To increase a stranger's treasures,
O'er the raging billows borne;
Men from England bought and sold me,
Paid my price in paltry gold;
But though theirs they have enroll'd me
Minds are never to be sold.

Deem our nation brutes no longer
Till some reason ye shall find
Worthier of regard and stronger
Than the colour of our kind.
Slaves of gold! whose sordid dealings
Tarnish all your boasted pow'rs,
Prove that you have human feelings,
Ere you proudly question ours.

Still in thought as free as ever,
What are England's rights, I ask,
Me from my delights to sever,
Me to torture, me to task?
Fleecy locks and black complexion
Cannot forfeit nature's claim;
Skins may differ, but affection
Dwells in white and black the same.
Why did all-creating Nature
Make the plant for which we toil?
Sighs must fan it, tears must water,
Sweat of ours must dress the soil.
Think, ye masters iron-hearted,
Lolling at your jovial boards;
Think, how many backs have smarted
For the sweets your cane affords.

Is there, as ye sometimes tell us,
Is there one who reigns on high?
Has he bid you buy and sell us,
Speaking from his throne, the sky?
Ask him, if your knotted scourges,
Fetters, blood-extorting screws,
Are the means that duty urges
Agents of his will to use?
Strewing yonder sea with wrecks,
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows,
Are the voice with which he speaks.
He, foreseeing what vexations
Afric's sons should undergo,
Fix'd their tyrants' habitations
Where his whirlwinds answer — No.
By our blood in Afric wasted,
Ere our necks receiv'd the chain;
By the mis'ries which we tasted,
Crossing in your barks the main;
By our suff'rings since ye brought us
To the man-degrading mart;
All sustain'd by patience, taught us
Only by a broken heart:
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The Diocese moves forward on Caring for Creation
The Revd David McCoulough, Diocesan Director of Partnerships & Mission and Priest Vicar at Southwell Minster,
reports on national and diocesan plans.

A

t the February 2020 meeting of the General Synod a motion
in response to the global climate emergency was passed,
challenging the Church of England to work towards reaching net
zero emissions by 2030.
The wording of the motion as passed by General Synod was this:

Diocesan Action Plan
This is a work in progress. At the heart of
this is integrating our Caring for Creation
work with the diocesan priorities of
Growing Disciples Wider, Younger Deeper.
The Steering Group has identified likely
streams of work which include :

That this Synod, recognising that the global climate emergency is a
crisis for God’s creation, and a fundamental injustice, and following
How do we agree and raise awareness of
the call of the Anglican Communion in ACC Resolutions A17.05 and
our diocesan baseline carbon footprint ?
A17.06;
Using the Energy Footprint Tool (37% of our parishes
(a) call upon all parts of the Church of England, including parishes,
completed this by end of September deadline) which was
BMOs [Bishop Mission Orders], education institutions, dioceses,
included in this year’s Annual Parish Returns to the
cathedrals, and the NCIs [National Church Institutions], to work to
national church we hope to extrapolate average carbon
achieve year-on-year reductions in emissions and urgently examine
footprints for small, medium and large churches.
what would be required to reach net zero emissions by 2030 in
(Cathedrals will use a different tool)
order that a plan of action can be drawn up to achieve that target;
Working with diocesan officers on this and in due course with
(b) request reports on progress from the Environment Working
the DAC
Group and the NCI’s every three years beginning in 2022 and;
(c) call on each Diocesan Synod, and cathedral Chapter, to address
progress toward net zero emissions every three years
Initial Diocesan Response
With the Covid-19 crisis hitting us in March, our priorities as a
diocese and as a Cathedral have been in responding to the
immediate need and challenges of the pandemic. However, work
has been going on at diocesan officer level, which has involved
engaging with national colleagues on how best to respond to this
very challenging motion.

In response to the General Synod motion passed in February, this
diocese has written to the National Environment Officer, as
requested by Nick Holtham, Bishop of Salisbury, lead bishop on the
environment, outlining our initial response:
Designated Revd David McCoulough, Director of Partnerships and
Mission as diocesan lead.
Established a Caring for Creation Steering Group, that will meet
termly with a strategic focus. (Diocesan Bishop, Dean, CEO and
diocesan lead.)
Established a Caring for Creation Working Group that will help
shape our response and implementation of strategy.
Set this as a major item at a Diocesan Synod as soon as
circumstances allow.

How to become an Eco-Diocese?

We need to target new churches to achieve A Rocha Eco
church awards
We need to encourage more churches to register as Eco
churches
Promote Eco church workshops.
( A number of the Cathedral congregation attended the Eco
church conference 'Working together to net zero' hosted
by St Alban’s Diocese on October 10th. This was sold out at
300 tickets, and a further 7447 participants joined the
conference via the Facebook page, from as far away as
British Columbia, Uganda and Singapore. This response
shows the level of interest and the need for information
among churches wanting to take action on climate
change. £2000 was also raised for A Rocha UK to support
their environmental work, including the Eco church
scheme.)
How to engage church schools (Aided and Academies )?
The Diocesan Education Team will lead on this and will invite
church schools/academies to partner with us .
To begin to develop teaching and learning resources for our
schools
Members of the Working Group are developing ideas and
resources and working with diocesan officers on how to engage
children, young people and families in our churches and how to
make clergy housing more eco-friendly.?

National Consultation
Over the summer the national church’s Environment Working
Group conducted a consultation process looking at definitions and
scope of the challenge ahead of us. Both the diocese and the
What next for the Cathedral?
Cathedral submitted responses to this consultation and the results
of this will be reported to November’s General Synod. This included
to develop further the relationship with A Rocha
such questions as: what is included in our carbon footprint? What
to integrate The Leaves Project with this work
is the baseline that we can measure progress against? What is in
to achieve silver Eco church award – especially looking at
scope e.g. controlled C of E schools are not in scope as the church
lifestyle challenges for individuals and families.
does not have significant influence over them.
to connect with the wider community such as Green Southwell
National Resources
to build on Season of Creation liturgical activity
There have been some excellent webinars looking at action
to be a Caring for Creation resource for the whole diocese
planning, definitions, how to become a net zero church and more
are planned for the autumn. Details can be found on the Church of
England website.
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Eco Church Working Together to Net Zero
Eco Church in practice
The economic and
financial imperatives have
The conference was over-subscribed and had sold out. After a
come to the fore with the
somewhat chaotic start (thanks to the technology) the day proved
belated recognition that
to be rich in insights and offered many online resources and
we have one finite planet.
practical suggestions for making progress in tackling the biggest
This coupled with the
crisis facing humanity. Most participants were C of E, Methodist
humanitarian call from the
and Baptist with a fair sprinkling of Extinction Rebellion supporters
gospels means we must
amongst them.
campaign for the
environment, staying
What is an Eco Church?
positive and leading by
Helen Stevens, responsible for the Eco Church programme,
example. This is not
followed the worship and welcome to describe the Eco-Church
Christian Aid campaigns for climate justice
always so easy – at
initiative. The programme launched in 2016 with the aim of
present only 73 MPs support the Climate Emergency Bill, but HS2
•
caring for the earth and encouraging church communities to will destroy 108 ancient woodlands.
work for awards which recognise their achievements. (Rev
The National Picture at the Church of England
David McCoulough prepared the Minster’s submission,
A presentation was led by Jo Chamberlain, the environment and
which resulted in the award of a bronze.)
policy officer for the Church of England and Catherine Ross, the
•
offering a practical toolkit of resources
open and sustainable buildings officer.
Several members of the Minster attended the online A Rocha
Conference on 10 October 2020.

The Witness Statement of David
Attenborough has given fresh impetus. It
shows that a different world is still just
about possible. The task is huge and there
are now just ten years left to keep global
warming limited to 1.5 degrees
centigrade. However the planet is on
course for rises of between three and
four degrees centigrade which will
inevitably result in billions of deaths.
So we are in an emergency but with a
chance of averting it. A Rocha understand
the Christian mandate and have 3,000
churches either with or working towards
awards. Worship and teaching for
churches and church members is the first
key area.
Other practical steps towards zero
carbon emissions are mentioned in the
article on p.15, and include:
The other key areas are practical steps
towards zero carbon emissions include:
•

•

•
•
•

At the February Synod the Church of
England adopted the recommendations of
the International Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and its timeline for action. It leaves
ten years until 2030 for the church to
reduce its net emissions to zero.
Church buildings are proven to be highly
sustainable – one in Kent has been in
continuous use for 1,600 years! The
carbon footprint is significant though. Just
over half comes from Church schools and
around one third from churches. To tackle
this, obvious places to start are the
schools and the cathedrals. Heating is a
particular area to begin with, but
switching to 100% renewable electricity,
installing LED lighting, better heating
controls and more efficient boilers,
draught proofing and so on can lead to
significant decarbonisation.
‘Hearts and minds’ is the key so it is
important to form a net zero team with
senior leaders, all areas of the church
community, and local experts all
represented so that all travel together on
the journey.

Church buildings – switch to clean
St Mary’s, Wallingform
energy (particularly large
churches)
Church land – encourage wild church land (e.g. Potwell
See www.churchofengland.org/environment for tips about
Dyke Grasslands, Higgons Mead); join A Rocha Wild
influencing, setting a process and timing of interventions – a
Christian initiative to connect faith and nature
practical path to net zero emissions.
Local and global community – campaign on global issues
and connect with local environment groups
The Church Commissioners are working to decarbonise all
transform lifestyles – consider repair and recycling
investments by 2050 but see links below.
initiatives
adopt ‘Climate Sunday’ which encourages churches to make Eco Church in Practice
the connection between their religious duty to care and the Several Eco-Church award holders described their experiences.
scientific evidence. (The Minster observed its first climate
St Luke’s in St Albans started with the buildings then turned their
Sunday on 14 September, and we printed Canon Richard’s gaze outward into lifestyle, travel, recycling, repairing and
sermon in the last Southwell Leaves .) As Pope Francis said, upcycling. The example of Greta Thunberg, Extinction Rebellion
we “…need an ecological conversion of hearts and minds”
and David Attenborough led to St Luke’s ‘upping their game’ Now
a network of local churches “Hope in Action – St Albans” has been
formed.
21

St Mary’s in Wallingford started with an eco-church survey which,
via an outreach and nurture group, led to a Lent plastic challenge
focussing on single use plastics. This was eagerly taken up by the
wider local community leading to a much bigger impact than
anticipated. Many local people made permanent changes and St
Mary’s mission was energised.

views/environment-and-climate-change/towards-net-zerocarbon-case
•

Sign up for Climate Sunday – https://www.climatesunday.org/

National Investing Bodies overall approach to positive engagement,
followed by divestment if not Paris compliant here:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/
national-investing-bodies-approach-climate-change-affirmedgeneral-synod

The Church in Christchurch is a young church where attendances
have risen from 50 to 300. A call for interest from those present led
to the instant creation of a Green Committee. An action plan led,
after some months, to a bronze award. Now the issue is how to give
Pensions Board has created a Paris-compliant stock index, so
this the next push and how to get the whole congregation involved.
investments can be made only in companies which are embedding
the Paris climate commitments in future plans: https://
On the question of engaging the whole congregation, ideas included
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/churchroutine environmental-impact questions when spending was
england-pension-board-invests-ps600-million-global-new-stockdebated, talking about benefits to the environment, and informing
index
people (e.g. books like Mike Berners-LeeThere is no Planet and Ruth
Liz and Mal Rose
Valerio’s “L is for Lifestyle”). ‘Hope in Action’ is a good start point for
resources. Making connections with other faith groups and
community groups is essential.

Planning a Zero-carbon Church

Climate Change and Issue of Social Justice
Jo Chamberlain had previously worked for Christian Aid and is now
the national environment officer for the Church of England. She
highlighted
•

•

the disproportionate carbon emissions between different
countries
the way in which climate change was already happening

Reasons for Christians to be involved included the need to care for
God’s world, care for creation, care for the poor. Press for climate
justice – global warming is undoing the work of bodies like Christian
Aid; racial justice, gender justice and economic justice.
So what now? Raise your voice – for example Climate Sunday,
Christian Aid campaigns, Tearfund campaigns, Climate coalition, COP
26. The kids have already shown us what to do.
‘Hope for the Future’ gives ways in to engage with the MP. We
cannot look to the government to bring about change, as we all
have to change and ask ourselves what does success mean? How do
we pursue wealth?
Further information
There are multiple resources all accessible on line. For example:
•

Apply the “Practical Path to Net Zero” to your church https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/202004/the-practical-path-to-net-zero-carbon-for-churches-FINALApril-2020.pdf

•

Carry out the Eco Church survey and talk it over –
https://3ak4be4522es3y5i4l2cwfkx-wpengine.netdnassl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Eco-Church-Survey-v2January-2018.pdf

•

Watch our net zero carbon webinars – https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/ourviews/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net
-zero-carbon

•

Read our net zero carbon case studies – https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/our-

O

ne of the workshops at the Eco-church conference was led
by Catherine Ross, the Church of England’s Open and
Sustainable Churches Officer (quite a title!). She outlined the kinds
of actions different churches round the country have taken to
reduce carbon emissions and play a part in creating a more
sustainable future.
This is what churches can do:
Change to 100% renewable electricity, derived nationally from
solar panels and wind turbines
Place solar panels invisibly on the roof, especially when repairs
are being done anyway
Install insulation when a church is re-roofed
Maintain churches and clergy accommodation well to prevent
leaks and draughts
Waste less by thoughtfully printing only what is necessary
Replace electric bulbs with LED lights where possible
Create wild-life areas in churchyards and other church land
Change to electric heating as this can be derived from
renewable energy
Provide rugs and cushions in churches which are used only
once a week
Pay for trees to be planted in Africa as a carbon off-set
Encourage members of the congregation with gardens to
leave untidy bug-friendly areas, to avoid using peat-based
compost, and to be more observant and inquisitive about
the natural world

Some things do not work in old churches. For example, secondary
glazing over medieval windows causes condensation, as well as not
looking good.
Dioceses see the increasing need for the Church to be involved in
action against catastrophic climate change, and our own Diocese
has a special group on which Bishop Paul and Dean Nicola are both
members. It had been hoped to launch the work of this group in
October in the Minster, but it was postponed because of the
coronavirus.
At the Minster action has already been taken over the years, and
the developments in the Archbishop’s Garden with the Leaves
Project are the next step forward. Southwell Leaves will continue
to report on Potwell Dike Grasslands, Higgons Mead and the
Leaves Project’s ecological work.
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Vincent Ashwin

Santiago de Compostela - the Pilgrimage of a Lifetime

I

can remember when I was just a child in the cinema watching
a documentary short film in full colour on the Cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela in Galacia, Northern Spain. I remember
vividly being fascinated by the botafumeiro, the huge censer or
thurible which swung high over the nave. It hangs from the main
dome of the cathedral and, using a system of pulleys, it takes eight
men to move it. It is used in the entrance procession or at the end
of the Eucharist, and has become very much a symbol of the
cathedral itself. Building began in 1075 but it was not completed
until 1211. However, work and modifications continued
throughout the Renaissance and Baroque periods to make the
Cathedral the strikingly beautiful place of worship it is today.

The fascination with the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela has
lasted a lifetime, although I am yet to make the journey myself.
Alongside Rome and Jerusalem, Santiago remains one of the three
most visited pilgrimage cities in Christianity. The shrine of St James
in what is now the Cathedral de Compostela has drawn millions of
pilgrims to the town – the hardiest of whom travel, sometimes
hundreds of miles on foot or by donkey ( and nowadays on
bicycle ) on the Camino de Santiago or Way of St James. The cult
of St James originated at the beginning of the 9th century when
his remains were discovered.
According to the Acts of the Apostles, St James was the first
Apostle to become a martyr. Legend has it that he visited Spain
after the Crucifixion to spread the gospel. On returning to
Jerusalem he was beheaded by Herod Agrippa in the year 43. It is
said that his body was taken by sea to Galicia (Santiago being the
capital city) and was buried in a forest which today is the site of
the Cathedral. For seven hundred and fifty years until 813 the
location of the remains of St James were unknown, until a hermit
was drawn to a hillside by a vision of a star which lit up an ancient
necropolis. The hill became known as ‘Compostela’ or ‘Field of
Stars’.
There are as many as thirteen different pilgrimage routes. The
shortest trail known as the English Way is just 121 km from Ferrol
on the Galacian coast which takes about five days and represents
the route that pilgrims from the British Isles and other more
northerly European countries would take after travelling by sea.
The most taxing and one of the most popular routes for the
hardier of souls is the French one. The full length is approximately
800 km §z`z` which constitutes a thirty- day trek. Beginning in St-

Jean – Pied du -Port in south western France it crosses the
Pyrenees and onwards across the hills of the northernmost part of
Spain. This route was one of several that was described in the
Codex Calixtinus, which was basically a medieval travel guide to
the walks written by a French monk, Aymery Picaud in 1135.
‘Several years ago, I read Tim Moore’s
book ‘Spanish Steps’ in which he records
his own experience of walking the
French route. It is detailed and
informative and extremely entertaining;
in fact, some of the anecdotes are
positively hilarious. At the beginning of
his five-hundred mile adventure he hires
a donkey in his attempt to undertake a
totally authentic medieval pilgrimage
and to save his feet! The description of
his relationship with his four-legged
friend, and of his adventures en route,
as well as his observations on his fellow
travellers, help to balance the narrative,
alongside the illuminating information,.
All in all, it makes for a terrific read. It’s
a lazy but good alternative to the pilgrimage itself!’

Tom Hislop

The botafumeiro
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Christian Aid “Virtual” Pilgrims

H

ow can we raise more funds for the charity’s work this year
was the pressing question when the Southwell Churches
Together Christian Aid committee met in the summer? Neither our
street collection nor Lent lunch could take place in the pandemic
and our record result of £8,000 in 2019, had plummeted to just over
£2,000 in 2020.

Pilgrimage Day 1: You shall love
your neighbour as yourself. Mark
12:31
As we gather in Saint-Jean-Pied-de
-Port, France to start our
pilgrimage let us think about
‘What about a ‘virtual’ Camino de Santiago de Compostela?’ Asked change and the change we want to
see in our world. The pandemic
our chair, Lesley McKenzie.
has made us realise that when
‘What is that?’ was the bemused reply!
ordinary neighbours come
‘Well - we try to join with others to cover about 500 miles along the together they can create lasting
French camino route from St Jean Pied de Porte to Santiago and ask change. Let’s keep the spirit of
togetherness going by supporting
for sponsorship. We cannot do this actually but virtually - walking,
Joyce Mullis blackberrying
our global neighbours still facing
running, cycling or by whatever means of mobility we have. We
submit our individual miles each day and ask people to support us - crisis.
what do you think?’
Prayer: Loving God. Come now and make us into a global
neighbourhood, looking out for each other through struggle and
After some head scratching we agreed. Helen Charnley set up the
crisis, reaching out to strangers, who become sisters and brothers.
Just Giving page, Helen Sills offered to do a daily commentary on
Shape
us into a caring community, strengthening each other
the route and Lesley was to do press releases, take names of
through every challenge, standing together until justice comes for
participants and find a daily meditation. Our initial target was to
all. In your name we pray. Amen
raise £1,000.
Five weeks later and having covered between us 2211 miles we had
raised over £3,500. Twenty three pilgrims took part in the Camino
and even though we did not meet one another, there was a real
feeling of fellowship, encouraged by the daily commentary and
meditation which was e mailed to us all.
The dates for the event - 1st September to 4th October - covered
the Season of Creation, linking very closely to Christian Aid’s focus
on Climate Justice. This campaign challenges us all to face and try
to raise awareness of the profound impact of climate change on
poor communities worldwide whose very existence is under severe
threat.
Their website reads:
Today’s society is a global one. The way that
so-called ‘developed’ countries (many of
them culturally ‘Christian’) have ignored the
negative impact climate changes have on
their poorer neighbours is in direct
contradiction to biblical justice and also a
dereliction of our global responsibility.
(www.christianaid.org.uk)

The route we followed goes over the Pyrenees, traversing both hills
and crossing fertile valleys with vineyards and many villages
including Reliegos. Here is the colourful bar La Torre featured in the
film ‘The Way’ Martin Sheen plays Tom, an irascible American
doctor, who comes to St. Jean Pied de Port to collect the remains of
his adult son killed in the Pyrenees in a storm while walking The
Camino de Santiago. Rather than return home, Tom decides to
embark on the historical pilgrimage to honour his son's desire to
finish the journey. What Tom doesn't plan on, is the profound
impact the journey will have on him and his ‘California Bubble Life’.
We ‘reached’ Santiago a few days before the end of the event and
continued on to Finisterre - literally the end of the world - where
tradition says that pilgrims shed their
clothes and bathed in the sea symbolising their cleansing from their
old lives and a new beginning. We did
not follow this custom!
We are particularly moved by the
participation of Joyce Mullis who, in
her wheelchair pushed by her
daughter Sue, joined us, but very sadly
died a few days before the end of the
pilgrimage. We have dedicated the
event to her. Here is Joyce,
photographed by Sue, when they went
blackberrying on one of their walks.

The Camino de Santiago de Compostela or
The Way of St James, has existed for over
1000 years and dates back to the 8th
Century when the remains of St James the
Apostle were first discovered in Northern
Spain. It is believed that he preached the
Gospel in present day Galicia and on return
to Jerusalem was beheaded by King Herod
in 44AD. His followers are said to have
transported his remains to Northern Galicia
where they lay undiscovered until 813.
Following this discovery a shrine was
erected to which pilgrims journeyed - the
beginning of the Camino.

Our grateful thanks - and those of
Christian Aid - to all who took part and
to all our sponsors. What will we do
next to fund raise - who knows - but
watch this space!
Helen Sills

The following gives a taste of our daily
pilgrimage fare:
The virtual pilgrims
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Did you know…
the tale of Southwell Minster in two Civil “Wars”?

T

he year is 1143 and Nottingham is
in the hands of Matilda, King
Henry’s daughter. Stephen was the third
son of Stephen, Count of Blois and was
reared by his uncle, King Henry I, receiving
vast lands in England, Normandy and the
county of Boulogne. He was pledged to
support Henry’s daughter, Matilda, as
successor to the throne. However, many
nobles were reluctant to have a woman
on the throne and so, when Henry died in
1135 Stephen was welcomed across the
Channel to claim the crown. Matilda,
encouraged by many Barons, invaded
England in 1139 and quickly brought
much of western England under her
control. By 1142 Matilda had placed
Nottingham under the command of
William Painel.

Travelling by the night of May 4th they crossed
the Trent, maybe at Fiskerton by ferry, to arrive
at the King’s Head at 7am on the 5th. Later that
day Charles rode to the Archbishop’s Palace
where the commanders of the Scottish Army had
their local HQ. He agreed to order Newark to
surrender, but refused to concede to other
demands. He was taken, a prisoner, to Kelham
and on 7 May Newcastle.
From Oxford to Southwell he had ridden some
234 miles over a period of 8 days.

Empress Matilda: St Alban’s monks’ 15th
century history of England

The following is an account recorded by
John of Hexham, a monk at the time:

After nine months of negotiations, the Scots
finally arrived at an agreement with the English
Parliament: in exchange for £100,000, and the
promise of more money in the future, the Scots
withdrew from Newcastle and delivered Charles
to the Parliamentary Commissioners in January
1647. Charles was finally executed in January
1649

There might not have been actual battles in Southwell, but we
‘ He [W Painel] was intent to break down the wall wherewith the have certainly had Political excitement here over the years!
enclosures of the Church of St Mary were protected and to carry
James Pinder, on behalf of the
off the spoil. A great assemblage of the province, who had rushed
Southwell Minster Guild of Stewards
thither for the defence of the place, acted courageously and so the
attack was thwarted. So this William went to the Empress, in order
that when they returned [to Southwell] with a large force of
soldiers he might storm the place… In the darkness of the night,
by the contrivance of two youths who had charge of the mills, the
soldiers of William Peverel scaled the rock on which the citadel
was built and obtained possession of the town and expelled from
Nottingham all those who were in favour of the empress’ .
The empress referred to was Matilda, as this happened during the
civil strife between Stephen and Matilda, and she had, in 1142,
deprived William Peverel of the castle at Nottingham and placed in
it, as warden, William Painel with his troops. This does throw up
some questions: Had the Minster been completed by this time?
Where was the wall referred to? Why attack the Minster?
Forward 500 years to the spring of 1646 and the Scots were based
in Kelham Hall. The Parliamentarian army of Sir Thomas Fairfax
and Oliver Cromwell had won decisively at Naseby, the Royalist
garrisons at Exeter and Bristol had fallen and the Scottish Army
and Parliamentary forces were besieging Newark. King Charles
was based in the only remaining Royalist garrison, in Oxford.
Charles had to flee. He had received a French envoy, Montrueil, to
persuade the Scottish army to join with the English Presbyterian
forces to reinstate the King; Montrueil stayed at the King’s Head,
Southwell, later renamed the Saracen’s Head.
On Monday 27th April Charles set out from Oxford, disguised as a
servant, with Ashburnam, a groom of the Bedchamber and
Hudson, a chaplain to Charles. They travelled via Henley, Slough,
Hillingdon, Harrow, St Albans, and Newmarket, to Stamford
where he spent his penultimate day’s rest with a Mr Cave.

Chorister Jack Sinclair (then aged 10) with a cannon ball he
found in 2013
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Christmas in Africa

I

nobody minded.
Here, the church
was decorated
with branches cut
from nearby trees
and suspended
from the rafters.
In 1961-62 I taught for four terms at an Anglican boys’ school in
The building was
Swaziland, now called eSwatini (Yes, the capital letter is in the
crammed and
middle!). In the summer holiday I travelled for five weeks in South perspiration ran
Africa, Zimbabwe and Zambia, hitch-hiking 5000 miles and staying down my back for
St George’s Cathedral, Cape Town
where I could. December 23 found me in Cape Town, and a friend the three hours of
-of-a-friend organized a place for me to sleep in the Missions to
this service: another Sung Eucharist with nativity plays, sermon, a
Seamen hostel. As the docks were not busy, I was the only
baptism, carols, and quite long speeches while presents were
resident; even the caretaker was away, and I could only get in by exchanged. Migrant workers had come home from the gold mines
climbing through a window.
in Johannesburg for their annual holiday, so there were extra
celebrations of families being together again.
On Christmas Eve a local family took me to a football stadium
where 10,000 people had gathered for a candle-light carol
By the time we had finished another meal of goat and beans
service. Later I walked to Midnight Mass in a parish church in a
followed by Instant Whip, it was 4.00pm and time to go home for
mixed-race area of the city, where a large congregation sang with presents and a rest. The bishop and his wife had invited us to
great energy and received Communion with tangible devotion,
dinner and – the greatest treat – had booked and paid for a threeperfumed by clouds of incense. It was the small hours when I
minute phone call from his house for Angela to talk to her father
climbed back through my hostel window.
in Birmingham for the first time since leaving the UK. (Our
t’s the summer holidays, so everyone is making plans for
Christmas. The temperature and humidity are both
increasing, and the days of freezing mornings in school
classrooms and churches are long past. Yes, this is Southern
Africa. I spent eight Christmases in Africa, one as a gap-year
student teacher and seven as a parish priest.

On Christmas Day there was High Mass in the nearby Anglican
cathedral where the choir sang high-quality music, the Gothic
cathedral looked entirely English, and it felt like home.
Archbishop Joost de Blank preached a fiery sermon and pointed
out that Mary would have come to Cape Town on the non-white
bus, and Jesus would have been born in the non-white hospital.
He explained that two thousand years ago Jews looked like nonJewish Arabs, and in apartheid South Africa that counted against
you. We heard the Christian message of justice even on Christmas
Day.

vicarage had no phone). The bishop had an electric fan and a
record player, so we chilled out eating turkey and plum pudding,
and giggling over a Gerard Hoffnung monologue.

Boxing Day had the same schedule of services in two other
churches in the parish. Angela didn’t join in these, but spent much
of the day preparing our own Christmas dinner for the evening.

That was a long time ago. There are now more practising
Anglicans in Africa than in England and, increasingly, clergy from
Uganda, Nigeria and other countries are coming over to serve in
English dioceses which are short of clergy. They bring their own
In 1972, Angela and I went as a newly-married couple to eSwatini liveliness and understanding. Partnership with overseas Christians
and stayed for seven years. Our first Christmas came as quite a
is different from the old ‘missionary’ days, but equally strong with
shock, with the dusty roads, the length of services in which
mutual support and fellowship at its heart.
numerous different groups wanted to make a contribution, the
new language we were still learning, and the fact of having only
intermittent mail to keep in contact with our families at home.
But the enthusiasm of the people compensated for the
unfamiliarity.

The first service was scheduled for 8.00am, but St Alban’s church
at Nkhaba was already busy when we arrived before 7.30. The
Sunday School and youth group were polishing their
presentations, and ladies were putting jam jars of flowers on the
windowsills to decorate the church, making it even darker than
usual. The service lasted two and a half hours, with familiar carols
sung in Zulu, two nativity plays, the collection taking a long time
as people organized change from cash on the plate, and the large
numbers making it quite a struggle for people to reach the front
to receive Communion. Presents were publicly exchanged at the
end. The sense of gratitude for the birth of Christ was palpable.
After a quick meal of stewed goat and rice cooked by the
Mothers’ Union, we drove for half an hour to the next service,
supposed to begin at 11.00. We got to St Mathias’s at 11.30, but

St Matthias’ church, Makhwane, eSwatini
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Work on the Leaves Project

Preparing the underfloor heating in the Chapter House

T

here are some exciting changes afoot in the 13th Century
Chapter House as part of a conservation project.
Conservation work is well on the way, led by a team of experts, to
improve access, climate control and lighting. Currently, delicate
carvings are covered to protect them while the floor slabs are
lifted (for the first time since Ewan Christian’s big renovation in
1880), numbered and cleaned, piece by piece, ready to be
replaced at a later date. The project archaeologist and contractor
recently led hard hat tours of the site so that members of the
public could see for themselves the project under way.

Visitors in the Slype –
the passage to the Chapter House

At the end of October medieval architecture and 21st century
technology met as the underfloor heating was installed. This will
maintain more constant temperature and humidity levels, which in
turn help to preserve the ancient carvings. Over a kilometre of
pipes have been laid down in this phase of the works by Croft, the
main contractors! Meanwhile, 500 metres of power and data
cables are being laid to feed 19 data /power points in the slype
(passageway) and Chapter House, which will be flush with the floor
and unobtrusive, to make it a truly versatile space to be enjoyed
by visitors. Once the original floor stones are replaced, exactly
where they were before, it will be hard to imagine the labyrinth of
pipes and cables underneath.
Preparing better lighting outside the Minster

The Minster looks beautiful in the autumn sunshine! Soon it will
look as magnificent at night as it does in the daytime. Modern and
discreet low-voltage LED lights are being installed to light up the
exterior of the building, and to illuminate the paths which will
improve safety and accessibility for visitors. The grounds look
temporarily untidy at the moment as the necessary trenches are
dug, but we are sure it will be worth when we see the results of
this phase of the Leaves of Southwell NLHF project.
A huge thank you to the National Heritage Fund for help in making
all this happen.
Diana Ives

Half-term artwork by local children
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Mysterious Masonry in Southwell Gardens
Architectural fragments and elaborately carved stones are commonly found in the private
gardens of the houses surrounding any cathedral or great church. Southwell is no
exception. For example, the lawn in the garden behind Norwell Overhall Prebend is
edged with the most magniﬁcently carved stones the origin of which is a mystery. Not
surprisingly, the Residence garden provides a wealth of examples and a team from
Southwell Community Archaeology Group have investigated many of them and in some
cases have been able to provide an understanding of their stories. How did so many of
them come to be in the Dean’s garden making up edging for borders and retaining walls
for changes of level?

Architectural stones
edging the lawn at
Norwell Overhall Prebend

In the photograph of the Dean’s garden above many architectural fragments from a wide
range of periods can be seen to have been used for this one structure. Towards the left is
part of a Roman capital and in the centre a capital stone from the twelfth century most
probably re-used in the thirteenth century. The large round stone on the upper right is a
part of a pinnacle now known to come from the Minster round about 1880.
The present-day pepper pots on the west towers of the Minster were only constructed in
about 1880. The original spires had been replaced by ﬂat roofs with carved stone ﬁnials,
illustrated in the reconstruction below, at the corners and remained so through most of
the nineteenth century. We must assume that the ﬁnials were dismantled when the current
pepper pots were installed and the stones transported to the Residence to be used as
garden ornaments.

North-west tower
c 1850

Similar pinnacle on the
central tower today

Shaft fragments
in garden

We warmly welcome you to join us this year for

Christmas
at Southwell Minster

19 December Cathedral Carol Service,** 3pm and 5.30pm
20 December Cathedral Carol Service,** 3pm and 5.30pm
24 December Christmas Eve Evensong, 3.30pm
Eucharist of Christmas Night, 11.15pm
25 December Holy Communion, 8am* and 12noon*
Cathedral Eucharist, 10am**
Cathedral Eucharist Online, 10am***
Christmas Evening Prayer, 3.30pm*
6 January

Sung Eucharist for Epiphany, 7pm**

10 January

Epiphanytide Carol Service, 4pm

Due to limited numbers allowed, booking is essential for
all services unless otherwise indicated.
For more information, please go to
www.southwellminster.org.uk/christmas2020
*Booking possible but not essential
**Will also be available online
***Available at www.southwellminster.org/worship-online
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Christmas

with Southwell Minster

Saturdays 5 and 12 December, 10.00am-4.00pm,
Sundays 6 and 13 December, 12.00-4.00pm: Christingle Trail

In place of our Christingle service this year, we are excited to be offering a fabulous
Christingle Trail. Explore the meaning of Christingle with this festive QR Code-based trail in
the Minster grounds, learn more about the season, and get your take-home Christingle bag.

5 December/6 December: Advent Carol Service**

❆ Beautiful music by the Cathedral Choir, with readings reflecting on the dawning
light of Christ. 5 December 5.30pm, 6 December 4.00pm.

19/20 December: Cathedral Carol Service**
❆ 3.00pm and 5.30pm (both days), celebrating the birth of Jesus with glorious music and seasonal
readings.

24 December
❆ 1.00-1.30pm and 2.00-2.30pm, Crib Service, Palace Gardens.
❆ ‘Away in a Manger’. An open-air family Crib Service welcoming the light of the world and taking
a little of the light with you.

❆ 3.30pm Evensong
❆ A traditional service of Evensong, as we begin to turn the corner from Advent into Christmas.
Sung by the Cathedral Choir.

❆ 11.15pm Eucharist of Christmas Night
❆ The first Eucharist of Christmas – a service famous the world over.
Sung by the Cathedral Lay Clerks and guest sopranos.

Due to limited numbers allowed, booking is essential for all services unless otherwise
indicated. For more information on all our services and how to book, please go to
www.southwellminster.org.uk/christmas2020
*Booking possible but not essential
**Will also be available online

www.southwellminster.org
@SouthwellMinster
 southwellminster

 @SouthwMinster
SouthwellMinster

25 December
❆ 8.00am Holy Communion*
❆ 10.00am Cathedral Eucharist**
❆ Our principal Eucharist on Christmas Day, with wonderful seasonal music by the
Cathedral Choir.

❆ 12.00noon Holy Communion*
❆ 3.30pm Christmas Evening Prayer*
❆ At the close of our liturgical celebration of Christmas Day, an opportunity to reflect on
the joy of Christmas, and to hear some well-known Christmas music.

6 January
❆ 7.00pm Sung Eucharist for the Feast of the Epiphany**
❆ Celebrating the arrival of the Wise Men, and the gift of Jesus to the world.

10 January
❆ 4.00pm Epiphanytide Carol Service
❆ Continuing the season of Epiphany, a service exploring the Coming of the Magi,
the Baptism of Christ, and the miracle of the Wedding in Cana.

Family Activities
29 november – 24 December
❆ ‘Prepare the Way‘
❆ This Advent we have something you can do each day to prepare for the Christmas
season. You can find the ‘Prepare the Way‘ Family Advent Activities sheet at
www.southwellminster.org/AdventActivities

4 December – 8 January
❆ Star of Wonder – Christmas Trail
❆ Enjoy a star-led trail around the Minster in your family bubble and retell the story of
Christmas using the windows, sculpture and art to be found in the Minster.
Trail available from www.southwellminster.org/ChristmasTrail

*Booking possible but not essential
**Will also be available online

