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Reach Accommodation Project
Nick Turner, Vice-Chair of Reach trustees informs and appeals
Reach, the Southwell-based charity that supports adults with learning
difficul�es, has plans to build two six-bed accommoda�on units for its
vulnerable clients on Halloughton Road. The full cost of this is £1.4 million.
At the �me of wri�ng, the charity has already raised £750-£800,000 but the
next stage is going to be the hardest. A local committee has been tasked
with raising £250,000 from within the local community so they can realise
their dream.

The good news is that a local donor has generously pledged £125,000 to
Reach on a match funding basis. This means that every £1 donated will be
worth £2 to the charity. In the past this community has always been
generous and suppor�ve towards the charity and we certainly need their
help now. Whether it’s £1, £5, £20 or more, every little helps.

If you can help in any way, please do. If
not, please pass this request on to
friends, family or any other contacts
that you feel could or would donate. It
will not only make a difference to those
hoping to move into the
accommodation but also to their
families and carers. For more
information there is a short film on
Reach’s website at www.reachuk.org,
and a link to the accommoda�on
project appeal page, h�ps://
reachuk.org/fundraising/appeal/.

Join us on Facebook -
search for southwell-minster and click 'like' to
keep up to date with news and information.

This magazine is produced and printed by Jubilate
Communications CIC

Front Cover credit:
Archbishop’s Palace Garden, Amy Tucker.

Photos – Unless otherwise stated, the photos in this
magazine are in the public domain, from the Minster’s
files or provided by authors of the ar�cles.

The leaves of the trees are for the healing
of the nations (Revelation 22:2)

The Leaves of the Trees, a reflective memorial to the effects of the Corona-
virus pandemic by acclaimed sculptor Peter Walker, has arrived at Southwell
Minster. On display un�l 6 June, the project is designed to link directly to
the sentiments of those who have experienced the pandemic, both those
who have lost loved ones and those additionally or personally affected.

The installation, compromising of 5,000 leaves, each carved with the word
“Hope” and shaped by hand, allow for individuals and families, as well as
communities, to take �me to consider the past periods of lockdown and iso-
lation and provide a focal point for their thoughts, prayers and personal
reflec�ons.
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Is the coronaviruspandemicover, as far as we are
concerned? By the end of the summer, we should know whether

or not vaccination has made it safe for UK residents, at least, to
resume ‘normal’ life: unrestricted gatherings of family and friends,
the full indoor use of restaurants and pubs, shopping as we were
used to and, of course, larger public gatherings such as church
services. Let’s hope that by the time this edition has run its course
Southwell Minster’s doors will be open in the unrestricted way
they were un�l some eighteen months ago.

Whether that is the case or not, it is certain that for many in less
wealthy parts of the world coronavirus will con�nue to be a threat
undermining tenuous livelihoods, communi�es and well- being.
Dean Nicola draws a�ention to what has been learned about
different ways of ‘doing church’, and the longer-term
opportunities that offers. She also draws a�ention to Pope Francis’
Let us Dream to a Be�er Future. Crisis, as the Chinese articulate it,
is a period of danger, yes, but also a point of change. The
pandemic has brought the injus�ces of racial and material
inequality into sharper focus. It has reminded many that living
more simply might also amount to living be�er, and of course it
has also drawn a�ention to the need for coopera�on between
individuals, between interest groups and between nations if
collective and individual well-being is to be what it might be. That
is nowhere more pressing than it is when ma�ers of climate
change are considered. The Church of England has added its voice
to other faith-based organisations in calling for leaders a�ending
the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in
November to be bold, imaginative and radical. There is a summary
of the statement from Church House within.

Prince Philip was one of those who saw the influence faith
communities could have in suppor�ng environmental conservation
and measures to limit climate change. On behalf of the BBC, in

1986, Bishop Stephen Oliver covered the multi-faith World Wildlife
Fund summit HRH convened in Assisi. Bishop Stephen reflects
upon this and his other encounters with the Duke.

There is possibly no harsher consequence of poverty and social
exclusion than to be homeless. Framework, the No�ingham-based
charity that supports the homeless marked its twentieth
anniversary in Southwell Minster on 10 April. Despite coronavirus
restrictions the event was a wonderful celebra�on of the
intersections between Chris�an teaching, the Cathedral’s civic role
and the work of a remarkable organisation. Vincent Ashwin also
takes up the relationship between Chris�an teaching and the
common good when he asks the ques�on, ‘Who pays?’
Southwell Minster is far from alone in having found crea�ve ways
of keeping its worshipping community together during lockdowns.
A request for news from around the Deanery produced an
avalanche of encouraging stories and these have been spliced
together. Michèle Hampson has written about how Sacrista
Prebend is beginning, cau�ously, to open up in new ways.
Inside you will also find bits of local history, background to the
Book of Common Prayer, reflections upon the iden�ty of Mary
Magdalene and … something of a farewell. This is the last edition
of Southwell Minster’s magazine in this form.

We’ve enjoyed doing it, but five years is long enough. Vincent and I
have much to thank Robin Old, Chris�ne Kent, Andy Corner and
Tom Hislop for, as we have journeyed together. This would not
have been possible without Tony Tucker and Louise Riley who have
carried the burdens of laying out, pu�ing up with quibbles and last
-minute changes, and prin�ng with no grumbles and at minimal
cost. A lot of other people have contributed in all sorts of other
ways and it has genuinely felt like a community enterprise.
However, as Dean Nicola says ‘… for now there will be a necessary
pause’.

Hugh Middleton

Welcome to the June/July edition of Southwell Leaves

Bible Verses for Reflection
A�erthedeathof Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to

Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, ‘No one shall be able to stand
against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you;
I will not fail you or forsake you. Only be strong and very courageous, being
careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses
commanded you.’
Joshua 1: 1,5,7a

‘Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you
with me.’ [Words of Jesus, who is here referred to as ‘the Amen, the faithful and true witness’.]
Revela�on 3:20

Sugges�ons based on the ancient tradi�on of Sacred Reading ('Lec�o Divina')
Read the verses slowly, perhaps more than once.
If any word or phrase strikes you in particular, stay with it, repeating it quietly to yourself.
Reflect about what God might be saying to you through this.
Move into quietness, res�ng in God's loving presence.
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National post-trauma�cstress syndrome’is how
Archbishop Jus�n has described our collec�ve mood as we

navigate our way tentatively out from the pandemic. We are all
wondering how it will be as we begin to socialise again, and many
of us are feeling a loss of confidence because rou�nes and
priori�es have changed during the last fi�een months. The young
are experiencing high levels of anxiety about the future, with so
much uncertainty about exams, study and job prospects. Even the
CEO of Zoom admitted he was ‘zoomed out’ with too much screen
and not enough human interac�on in real time and space! We
have all had a literal ‘shocking �me’ leaving us tired and stunned at
how rapidly ‘normal life’ was disrupted.

‘Let us Dream to a Be�er Future’ is the title of Pope Francis’ book
wri�en during the intensity of the impact of Covid 19 in 2020. He
urges us to embrace the crisis of these �mes as an opportunity to
do three things – to see clearly, to choose well and to act right,
especially regarding climate emergency and socio-economic
injus�ce. He says that the temptation in any crisis (personal or
global) is to retreat and withdraw but like the good Samaritan we
are called as Christians to get stuck in, take positive steps in faith
and love to face the suffering in others and so create a new future.
Hearts have been tested but the pandemic has called forth a new
courage and compassion making, in the Pope’s phrase, ‘an�bodies
to the virus of indifference’ which a�ack individualism and self-
absorp�on, and lead to self-sacrifice and no�cing how God’s life is
in others and comes as a gi� to enrich us.

We have talked about change and refocusing and now we must act
as if we mean it! Recovery will unlock innova�on and crea�vity and
God’s Holy Spirit is reshaping our church as much now as ever

before. Yes, there has been loss and
for some people immense sadness
and grief over the last months. We
dream for the Minster to be a living
well of healing and spiritual
refreshment through its welcome, worship and work. The visit of A
Rocha UK at the end of April is one example of how our external
partnerships will grow, and Caring for God’s Creation will be a
major strand of our prayers and ac�on.

No one welcomes an ending of something that has been good, life
giving and produc�ve. And so, the last edition of Southwell Leaves
magazine a�er five years of superb, interes�ng and stimula�ng
contribu�ons drawn together by the very talented editorial team
led by Vincent Ashwin and Hugh Middleton is one such moment.
Communication, both written and digital, is essen�al in any
community and we are working on different ways to connect
widely, but for now there will be a necessary pause before
something new is possible. A massive hear�elt ‘thank you and well
done’ to Hugh, Vincent and everyone who has contributed to the
magazine.
Every blessing,

Postscript: At its mee�ng on 13 May, Chapter accepted the
invita�on from A Rocha UK to be the first Cathedral admitted to
the ‘Partners in Action’ scheme. Our Priest Vicar David McCullough
will oversee the interim steps before a new Canon arrives. He will
liaise with A Rocha in appoin�ng a student intern to work with us
for a year from October 2021 (the Minster will fund this) and
meanwhile we will respond to other recommendations made by
Andy Lester. Much hard work lies ahead! The Diocese has also
signed up to be an ‘eco diocese’. Keep Sunday 3 October free –
Harvest Festival and the launch of the A Rocha partnership.

‘Let us dream…’
Dean Nicola writes...

Introducing the Minster Fairtrade Policy
Joss Howell reports on the work of theMinster FairtradeWorking Group

Within the last few months, a group has been set up �o focus
on ma�ers exclusively rela�ng to Fairtrade. Southwell Minster

is a registered Fairtrade cathedral, and it was decided that we
needed a fresh impetus to concentrate on these ma�ers. A new
policy and strategy document has been developed and was adopted
by the Cathedral Chapter at its April mee�ng. The policy sets out the
aims and objec�ves of the Fairtrade mission. It explains how this
mission aligns with our Chris�an faith.
For example, when asked of the greatest commandment, Jesus
responded:

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Ma�hew
22:36-40.

The work of the Fairtrade Founda�on is at the heart of what it
means to be a Chris�an within today’s globalised community.
Essen�ally, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ is what the Fairtrade
founda�on stands for. It’s about helping those in the world’s poorest
communi�es, who would otherwise be at a disadvantage, and
trea�ng them with dignity and respect.

The Fairtrade policy document is accompanied by a ‘Strategy’
document which sets out in detail how ma�ers of Fairtrade should
be implemented within our Minster community. In essence, the
strategy requires that all groups and events within the Minster
community should consider Fairtrade products, especially when
providing hospitality. We also encourage non-Minster groups/
organisa�ons when using the Minster premises to use Fairtrade
products wherever possible. It is important to remember that
through our registra�on as a Fairtrade cathedral, Southwell Minster
has commi�ed to upholding these principles.

It would be good if members of the Minster community would
familiarize themselves with the new Fairtrade policy and strategy
document. It has been kept short and simple, so that all events and
groups can easily understand and hopefully meet our Fairtrade
expecta�ons. You can see a copy of this document onthe Minster
website at h�ps://www.southwellminster.org/wpcontent/uploads/
2021/05/Southwell-Minster-Fairtrade-Policy-and-Schedule-
Document.pdf.
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News from Sacrista Prebend.
Warden Michèle Hampson outlines what can be
available even under Coronavirus restrictions.

How can we help people gain
from Sacrista’s grounds, its
second space? How can they
become more accessible?
Might we have led retreats
here, using the house if it
should rain? Might we worship together outdoors, discovering new
ways of mee�ng with God in and through crea�on? Might we use
the space crea�vely, for example finding pleasure in learning to
grow food and taking those skills home with us to apply to a
windowsill or garden?

And then there is a third ‘space’. That is the virtual space that so
many have found during the pandemic, and we are now opening
this up for retreats. Over the Summer we will have a wellbeing
course and a Quiet Day on zoom. We are star�ng small as we gain
our skills and confidence in using this technology and will plan a
more ambitious programme for the Autumn.

Some of you will already be thinking that we can offer retreats in
more than one space and that is true. Livestreaming retreats from
the house or recording outdoor worship services that can then be
accessed on-line.

It is not the ideas that we are lacking but people with the range of
skills to support us. Those skills are so varied that you are bound to
have at least one of them! So why not email me to start a
conversation? I should love to hear from you.

It may be that you want to experience some of what Sacrista offers.
We have now started a mailing list for our events. I an�cipate that
we will contact people three or four times a year. Maybe you would
like to come and sit in the gardens. Do feel free to do so.

So here is my threefold sugges�on:

If you want to know how you can contribute to the life of Sacrista
contact me.

It you want to go on the mailing list contact me.
If you have friends who might be interested in Sacrista’s ac�vities
contact them!

My email is michele.hampson@southwellminster.org.uk

For the last few years there has been a
Thought for the Week in the Minster's Pew News. Here are

two quotes from 2017.

Jesus in Mark's Gospel had the eyes of an ar�st and
the words of a poet. He had acute observa�onal
skills for seeing human life and its deeper reali�es.
One of the things he was cri�cised for was not being
religious enough, and doing many apparently unreligious things,
especially on the Sabbath.
In the West we are also o�en guilty of separa�ng the sacred from
the ordinary, while according to Jesus' parables, especially in
Mark, the sacred is found within the ordinary.

That means we can develop awareness
and a�en�veness through apparently non-
religious things - including art and poetry.

Shaun Lambert, 'A Book of Sparks', Instant
Apostle Publishers, 2012, p. 109

My seeking God would have been in vain if, beyond all �me, God
had not sought me.

Carlo Carre�o, ‘Le�ers from the Desert’, DLT, 1972, p.37

Pause for Thought

I wonder what the word Sacristaconjuresup for you?
Some of you may know that it is the retreat house on Westgate.

Others may know that Sacrista Prebend, to give the house its full
�tle, was one of Southwell’s several prebendary houses. They
accommodated Minster clergy who represented local parishes and
served to maintain the Minster’s rhythm of worship. Sacrista is the
only one of these s�ll owned by the Church, and so it offers an
historic link between the Minster and the locality. A few of you, I
know, have fascinating stories to tell from the more recent times,
when it provided accommodation for the head of the Minster
school
and some of the choristers.
In line with this history, Sacrista con�nues to offer a prayerful
space
to the locality, and accommodation to visitors from near and far
seeking the special atmosphere it provides.
For some Sacrista is a special place of encounter with God and one
another. Due to the Coronavirus restrictions and the need to close,
we miss being together in the chapel and the dining room.
However, God may be showing us opportunities we might have
overlooked had we not had to close for a while. There may be ways
to connect with more people; other ways of retrea�ng at Sacrista.
The first was always there but was perhaps overshadowed by the
house, and that is the wonderful green space to the back of the
house.
The grounds offer varying encounters with the natural world, from
beau�fully maintained gardens to wilder woodland with its tangled
undergrowth, rough grass and lawn. You are sure to find a place
that
will speak to you of God through the wonder of creation. For the
weary, the garden seats offer a chance to be physically s�ll to enjoy
the delight of birdsong, colour and movement and the joy of simply
being present in the moment with God.
Some of us are familiar with res�ng quietly and le�ing creation
speak to us, whilst for others of us that may sound a bit daun�ng.
How do we learn to stop the babble and busyness that can block
the
sound of God’s voice? How can we learn to want that, if we fear
that
we will become aware of the anguish, grief and distress that we
would rather avoid? How do we learn to ‘let go and let God in?’
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New library books for Sacrista Prebend
Sacrista Prebend might have been closed but that hasn’t stopped Angela Ashwin

keeping its library alive

hungry.’ Cherry quotes St Paul and other familiar scholars
from the early Church, but also more recent writers like
Simone Weil and Michelle Obama.
The chapter headings portray the originality of his teaching:
for example ‘Motherly Father’, where Cherry reflects on the
fa-mous portrayal by Rembrandt of the return of the prodigal
son; ‘What the prayer is not’, where Cherry dismisses the
idea pray-er as a shopping list of requests; ‘Weird Chris�an
Thinking’, about how and why to forgive, and how hard it is;
and ‘Test by Virus’, about dealing with our nega�ve thinking
about the Covid -19 pandemic.
Most readers have said the Lord’s Prayer many �mes and – if
you are like me – don’t always concentrate on the words.
This book gives a freshness to our faith and our prayer.
PS from Angela: by the way – I have these books in my house
at present, so do feel free to ask me directly if you’d like to
borrow one before Sacrista reopens.
01636 813 975,
angela.ashwin@gmail.com

With the reopening of Sacrista Prebend Retreat House now
thankfully on the horizon (though there’s no definite date

as I write) I am delighted to tempt you with a preview of four
new books I have recently purchased for the library. Vin-cent
Ashwin has wri�en a full review of one of these, Thy Will be
Done by Stephen Cherry, below. The others are:

The Solace of Fierce Landscapes by Belden Lane. A�er the
wilderness experience of his mother’s illness and death, Lane
spent some �me literally in the desert, reflec�ng deeply on the
significance of ‘wilderness’ in the Chris�an tradi�on, and draw-
ing on the wisdom of the early desert monas�c figures and
many other great teachers, reinterpre�ng their words and ac-
�ons for today. A rich treasure-trove.

Desert Banquet by David Keller. Keller takes stories and say-ings
from the wealth of literature about the Desert Fathers and
Mothers from the fourth to the sixth centuries, and invites us to
engage in our own dialogue with these characters. While the
material is set out as one a day for a year, I find it helpful to read
through several anecdotes at a �me and see what comes up.

Light in the Darkness by Peter Sills. An inspiring explora�on into
the meaning of Chris�an faith and hope in the modern world,
based on the seven ancient prayers to Christ known as the
‘Advent An�phons’ or Advent ‘O’s (e.g. ‘O Morning Star’, ‘O
Emmanuel’). To get the best out of this book I recommend
reading it well before Advent begins.

Thy Will be Done by Stephen Cherry, reviewed by Vincent
Ashwin

This excellent book about the Lord’s Prayer is as much about
what we mean by ‘God’ as about how to pray. It was marketed
as a Lent book and is divided into 36 bite-size chunks, so that
each sec�on takes about ten minutes to read. But it can be read
at any �me, not just in Lent. The language is accessible and the
content is thought-provoking. For example, Stephen Cherry

(Dean of King’s College Cambridge) invites readers to treat the
prayer like a poem:

‘When we read a good and genuine poem we are drawn into
rela�onship with the author. In the same way, perhaps, praying
the Lord’s Prayer will draw us into a deeper rela�onship with its
originator, Jesus himself, as well as with the countless others
who have used and reflected on the prayer.’

As the publisher says: ‘At a �me of change, uncertainty and
widespread anxiety, we need to discover again the freshness of
our most familiar spiritual resources. This book is rich in anec-
dote as well as analysis, and is daily bread for the spiritually
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The APCMwas held in the Nave
on Tuesday 27th April, and

began with the elec�on of
churchwardens for 2021-22.
The Dean expressed her gratitude
for the reliability, grace and
pa�ence with which the
Churchwardens had served the
Minster through all the difficul�es
and extra prepara�ons of the
pandemic.

The following people were
elected unopposed: Dean’s Churchwardens – Andrew Bates and
Jean Jackson, People’s Churchwardens – Kathy Hocking and Meg
Maunder, Deputy Wardens – David Shannon and Jamie Bostock.
Peter Gibbins reported that the number on the Electoral Role at
the end of 2020 was 230, which is slightly down.

Tim Richmond, Chair of the Finance Committee, reported on the
accounts, which had been audited and approved by Chapter. The
pandemic had caused an inevitable downturn in income, but this
had been offset by the Minster’s award from the Cultural
Recovery Fund. There are healthy reserves, but much of this linked
to property. The current forecast is a deficit of £70,000, but it is
an�cipated that this will be mitigated as the pandemic condi�ons
li�. If we get to pre-pandemic income then a break-even is
expected. Copies of the full accounts were available for all to read.

Robert Ridgwell and Jamie Bostock are our representa�ves on the
Newark and Southwell Deanery Synod, and Mr Ridgwell gave a
report. He said Synod is an important and mutually suppor�ve
discussion forum and support group, and it is an important
channel of communica�ons for informa�on from the Diocese,
par�cularly in driving forward Mission – ‘Growing Disciples’.

The Minster Safeguarding Officer, Vicky
Thorpe, presented her report.
Safeguarding remains at the forefront of
the Minster’s agenda, despite the
pandemic. The policy is constantly under
review, and the relationship with the
Diocesan Safeguarding team is
developing to ensure best practice;
Diocesan training of our leaders has been
well received. Safeguarding is not, of
course, solely concerned with child
protection, but also with vulnerable
adults.

The Dean thanked everyone for their
commitment and hard work and gave
her remarks:

‘2020 was a unique and spiritually
exhaus�ng year which had an
extraordinary impact. We must celebrate
the great achievements of both staff and

volunteers in this difficult time, not
least reloca�ng their work to home,
and learning to func�on through
Zoom and Teams. Everyone kept
going. Regular worship has been
maintained, and online and
recorded worship has played an
unprecedented part in this. It is a
great tribute to the Vergers,
Minster Centre Staff and Volunteers
that we have con�nued to func�on,
despite all the extra effort needed
to keep us all safe, while
strengthening our work with the
Diocese, County and City.

Our creative imaginations have been unlocked while working out
how to manage worship socially distanced, on-line and in some
cases outdoors.

The Leaves Project is progressing well. Cro�s, who are the main on
-site contractor, should be off site by the end of May. Most work
will be finished in time to start drawing people in during the
Autumn. The on-line talks related to the Leaves Project have had a
huge following and can all s�ll be seen on the website.
Sacrista Prebend’s new Warden, Revd Dr Michèle Hampson, has
exci�ng new plans, and we look forward to being able to re-open
the house and begin development.

The new Cathedrals Measure means we have to review our
cons�tution, statutes and governance, and we have three years to
implement the necessary changes. We will now be accountable to
the Charities Commission as well as to church authori�es.

Many thanks to all Chapter Members who have con�nued doing a
great job in these difficult �mes, and par�cularly to Tim Richmond
for all he has done with Business and Finance. He is now stepping
down from Chapter along with Sean Boney and Richard Vigar.

It is hoped to have a new Residen�ary Canon in post during the
Autumn. He/she will particularly work on
Mission, pastoral ma�ers and the moves
to make the Minster an Eco-Cathedral.
We look to the future cautiously and
hopefully, as we re-gather as a
worshipping community. The choristers
are now back into a regular pattern of
singing and everyone is asked to give
them all possible encouragement.

While we lament what has been lost
during the pandemic, we should move
forward in an atmosphere of hope – this
theme will be reflected by the ‘Leaves of
the Trees’ exhibit from 11th May. There
are many challenges – the environmental
crisis, racial inequality, social and
economic worries – how do we respond?
Thank you for being part of the journey.’

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Elections and a Summary of the Minster’s 2020 activities

Rural cathedral at the heart of Southwell
(while the Minster’s roof was under repair last year)

Sign of hope over the parish:
rainbow at Brackenhurst

7 Southwell Leaves  June / July 2021



Ihope you have been able to join our servicesin person,
or by the ‘live feed’ recently? The services have been full of the

markers of Christian hope, such as the triumph of the
Resurrection, the glory of Christ’s Ascension, and the promise of
his all-powerful Spirit at Pentecost. I thought it was therefore
applicable to review a book which gave us a blueprint for the post
-pandemic church. I have read and thoroughly enjoyed the
challenges of John Sto�’s, ‘The Living Church’. For many years
John Sto� was the Rector of All Souls in Langham Place, London.

He suggests there is a splendid Trinitarian truth about the church.
It belongs to God the Father, it is redeemed by God the Son and it
is empowered by God the Holy Spirit! It should be shaped by the
characteristics which Luke iden�fied in Acts 2: 42-47.

‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was
filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs were
done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they
gave to any as they had need. Every day they met together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved’.

John Stott takes from this passage the principal characteristics of
what the church might be:

A learning Church
A caring church
A worshipping church
A growing church

We read in Acts that learning about God’s work in Christ Jesus
was a priority. The apostles, despite their varied gi�s and
confidence, ran a learning programme which quickly gathered
3000 adherents! As the church studied together, many wonders
and miraculous signs followed. Just as miracles authenticated the
ministry of the Old Testament prophets, so the New Testament
church found they experienced signs and wonders. These
confirmed that they were empowered by God and not false
prophets.

The second essen�al John Sto� expounds is fellowship (Gk
koinonia). The Anabap�sts of the sixteenth century took these
verses literally, pooling all possessions and sharing everything!
The Hu�erite Brethren in eighteenth century Moravia made
shared ownership compulsory. But not all followers of Jesus are
called to do this. The prohibi�on of private property may be a
Marxist dream, but it is NOT a Christian one. Besides, the early
church ‘broke bread in their homes’ so they clearly retained
property, but placed great value on fellowship. Similarly,
Christians have to make a conscientious decision before God
about what to do with money and possessions. According to the
UN, about a billion people worldwide survive (or not) on an

income of less than a dollar a day. So those of us who live in
affluent circumstances should not only share friendship but be
generous to wider needs.

The third characteristic of the living church is the ‘breaking of the
bread and praising God together’. Worship was vital, so that
corporately (as well as individually and in house groups) they
could respond to the Holy Spirit. They did not abandon the
ins�tu�onal temple (Acts 3:1) but supplemented its rituals with
the re-enactment of the Eucharist. We are blessed that we no
longer hold the Eucharist away from the ins�tu�onal church. But
do we meet the challenge of finding favour with all the people’?
The early church reached young and old; conserva�ve believers
and the radical young. The Galatians epistle emphasised that the
fruits of the living church were, ‘Love, joy, peace… We must ask if
our services are accessible to the enquirer, as well as the
committed? Are they portraying love, joy, etc? Archbishop
Geoffrey Fisher said before he died: ‘The longer I live the more I
am convinced the Chris�an faith is one long shout of joy’!

The last characteristic of the living church, John Sto� observes, is
that it grows. Because the first three ac�vities were firmly in
place, the church grew! We meet, post-pandemic, many fellow
citizens who have been profoundly shocked. They have seen
modern, sophis�cated society brought to its knees by a virus.
They have seen that tradi�onal ‘protectors’ such as poli�cians,
economists, business owners, even health care workers, have
struggled to come up with answers. We need to reaffirm that the
Lord Jesus Christ can open blind eyes and bring eternal life to the
dead. We need to alter the structures of church life, so that those
who are added feel church membership is for them. We need to
an�cipate ‘daily’ (Acts 2:7) people enquiring, joining and
contribu�ng to church life. That was the experience of the early
church. Do we need to await the next Archbishop’s visita�on to
add to church numbers? The early church an�cipated the arrival
of new believers and was ready to accept, teach, and offer
fellowship to them!

I found this book really challenging and commend it unreservedly.

The Living Church
David Shannon reviews a great book for the post- pandemic Church
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Make COP Count is a network
of representatives from faith

Communi�es focusing on advocacy,
hospitality and consciousness-raising
ac�vi�es related to the COP26 climate talks.
We believe the global response to the
climate crisis must be rooted in jus�ce and
human rights – and we see ending financial
support for fossil fuels as essen�al to this.

Faith groups have a powerful responsibility to take ac�on on
climate, both because of our engagement with the poorest
communities around the world who are already suffering most, and
because the climate crisis is an existen�al threat. It affects
humanity at the deepest level, raising profound questions about
our relationship with the living world. We must all try to find the
moral courage to confront these ques�ons, and to transform
ourselves and our society.

Lots of people of all faiths and none give to charity appeals when
disasters happen. Most of us want to help people in distress. But
it’s important to recognise that loss and damage finance isn’t a
ma�er of charity – it’s a ma�er of justice. Rich countries like the
UK, which have built their wealth on fossil fuel energy and
resources from other countries, owe a huge moral debt to those
countries who are now bearing the brunt of climate impacts. Fossil
fuel companies have known their activi�es were causing climate
change since the 1970s, and they have spent millions on hiding this
from the public.

Climate change isn’t just a future threat. It’s already destroying
homes, lands and livelihoods around the world. We need to rapidly
cut emissions to zero and put money into adap�ng to global
climate impacts – but there are some impacts no one can adapt to.
These impacts are known as ‘loss and damage’. They include slow-
onset events like sea-level rises as well as severe extreme weather
events like Cyclone Idai, which killed more than 1,000 people, le�
400,000 homeless and destroyed 700,000 hectares of crops when it
struck Mozambique in 2019. International fundraising appeals
raised less than 50% of their target, forcing Mozambique to borrow
from international ins�tutions. A growing debt burden in turn
makes it more difficult to fund adapta�on efforts, resul�ng in
worse impacts when extreme weather hits. Loss and damage also
includes ‘non-economic losses’ like biodiversity, sacred lands,
cultural monuments or local traditions

We need a global climate loss and damage fund of at least £53bn a
year – and this need is likely to rise as climate impacts get worse.
That money doesn’t have to come from national budgets – experts
on loss and damage finance have suggested a range of possible
new sources of finance, including a global tax on fossil fuel
extraction or a tax on flying. Cancelling the debt of poorer countries
experiencing climate-related disasters would also help free up
funding where it is needed. It’s important that the money comes
from those who have caused the problem. The polluter pays.

We are calling on the UK government to:
commit to supporting the crea�on of an
international loss and damage fund (or ‘climate
damages fund’), support explora�on of new
sources of finance which are in line with the
‘polluter pays’ principle, and ensure that
progress is made on delivering support to
address loss and damage at COP26.

Here are some steps individuals can take to
encourage ministers in this direc�on:

1. Talk about loss and damage when you have conversa�ons
about climate change. The climate crisis is about people – their
safety and health, their homes, jobs, land and culture, all of
which are being damaged by climate impacts. Our money
should be funding climate jus�ce.

2. Watch and share the ‘Make Polluters Pay’ campaign video from
Robin Hood Tax.

3. Set up a discussion group within your local faith community so
that you can learn together.

4. Engage with social media, for instance: #COP26, @hmtreasury,
@10DowningStreet, #JustRecovery, #LossAndDamage,
#MakePollutersPay.

5. Send a postcard from your home town to the Prime Minister,
asking him to use the G7 summit to make progress on ending
fossil fuel subsidies and, instead, find funding for loss and
damage. Share a picture of you and your postcard on social
media using the hashtags #WishWeWereThere and #G7.

6. Write to your MP. In a year when the UK is hos�ng both the G7
summit and the COP26 climate talks, our poli�cians have a
global role. MPs can help make sure financing climate jus�ce is
top of the agenda – and we can help them see the global
picture.

Southwell Minster’s Environmental Ac�on Group has these goals in
its sights and will be encouraging these and other actions through
the Minster website, social media and in other ways. Please look
out for these developments and do consider engaging with them.

Make COP Count
The Church of England has recently circulated encouragement to engage in lobbying

and discussion as COP26 approaches. Here is a summary:

Photo credit: Faith for the Climate

Photo credit: Faith for the Climate
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From the Education Department and the Leaves Project
Unlocking Nature’s Secrets. A young persons’ photography competition

Weweredelightedwiththeresponse to the ‘Unlocking Nature’s Secrets’ photo compe��on, launched earlier in the year
as part of the Leaves Project funded by the National Lo�ery Heritage Fund. We had over 80 entrants who shared their

images of nature which had got them through this strangest of years. There will be an exhibition of the top 25 entries and
other outreach ac�vi�es from this year for the month of July in the Minster, and a 2022 calendar containing our top 12
selection will be on sale in the Minster shop soon. Huge thanks to all who entered and to our professional judge, Tracey
Whitefoot.

Here are three of the winning entries. For legal reasons we cannot publish your names, but you know who you are!

All Lit Up!
Over the last few weeks, local residents may have spo�ed the Minster beautifully illuminated as the new
floodlights are tested and focussed. Smaller, modern, energy efficient LED light replace the bulky 40 year-
old models, saving 75% of previous running costs. Some a�ach to new lamp posts above eye level,
eliminating glare for passers-by. The floodligh�ng has been designed by the team at Light Perceptions to
complement the warm tones of the Minster’s exterior, highlight the architectural features of the
‘pepperpots’ and central tower and to emphasise the main entrances, while the subtle, low level
illumination of the numerous pathways creates a safer and more invi�ng environment.

Eight weeks at Southwell Minster
Eliza Gilbert reflects on her internship at the Minster
In March last year, I was thrilled to be offered a six-week summer internship at Southwell Minster, funded by the University of
No�ingham to work on the Leaves of Southwell Project. Due to the pandemic, this was delayed un�l February 2021 and adapted into
a remote format; nonetheless, I was keen to make the most of this exci�ng opportunity.

During my internship, I worked predominantly within the Minster’s Educa�on Department, which allowed me to contribute to a
variety of community-focused events within the Leaves of Southwell Project. One particularly rewarding experience was the
collaboration between myself and fellow intern Aoife Cleland on the Shrove Tuesday Fantas�c Faces family ac�vity. This ac�vity had a
fantas�c crea�ve response and was even featured on BBC East Midlands Today! A�er an amazing
six weeks, I was also overjoyed to have my internship extended for a further two weeks, enabling
me to con�nue working on events such as the Minster’s Nature Photography Compe��on and the
upcoming July Family Fun Day.

Ultimately, although my internship at the Minster was brief, I was never made to feel like an
outsider. Rather, I was supported and encouraged in all my work, which really allowed me to learn
and grow. Undeniably, this has helped me to develop a career in the heritage sector, and I am
excited to share that I start work at No�ingham Castle in June as one of their Learning and
Engagement Assistants. This is definitely a testament to my internship, for which I am truly grateful,
and I hope to con�nue engaging with the Minster in a volunteer capacity.
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30 July 2021 • 10.30am – 3.30pm

Join us for some dragon and medieval 
themed fun at the Minster and Palace 
Gardens. Archery, crafts, music, 
demonstrations and lots more for all 
the family!

Suggested donation: £1 per child aged 3 -16

All welcome, no need to book!

Small charges may apply for some of the activities.  
Please check our website for  
Covid-19 updates before  
travelling

Leaves of

Southwell

Southwell Minster

www.southwellminster.org  07952 739536
education@southwellminster.org.uk
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Framework: an anniversary and a celebration
The Cathedral and Jesus’ ministry combine to celebrate a remarkable partnership

The April/Mayedi�onof Southwell Leaves drew a�en�on

The words that nurture and sustain us have endured for

to Framework’s 20th birthday and its annual service, which took
place in Southwell Minster on 10 April. The Minster’s support for
Framework is a celebrated example of how, ac�ng as only it can, a
Cathedral is able to support and draw attention to the work of a
local charity. Despite Covid restrictions, Framework’s celebration of
20 years providing for the homeless across the East Midlands and
No�ingham was a success and a central part of it was Chief
Executive Andrew Redfern’s address, which so neatly illustrates
how the historic role of the Cathedral
and its commitment to proclaiming
Jesus’ word, can come together in
support of a contemporary cause.

In Andrew’s words: ‘It’s again a joy to
welcome the Lord-Lieutenant Sir John
Peace to this Service. Among the many
things we celebrate today is the
enduring support he has offered to
Framework, and all that has meant to
us.

Sir John will shortly read the words of
Jesus at the synagogue in his home
town. They unveil a kind of Mission
Statement – that’s a concept familiar to
those of us who (with varying degrees
of enthusiasm) must grapple with the
mysteries of Corporate Planning,
Strategic Imperatives and Business
Models.

For Jesus the Mission was quite simple – reaching out, freeing the
oppressed and restoring vision. And whatever convoluted phrases
Framework’s leadership may invent to describe it, our Mission is, at
its heart, straigh�orward.

Because we, too, are here to bring good news to the poor. The
creators of Macedon, Chris�ans of this diocese, understood
that. So did the founders of No�ingham Help the Homeless, a list
of whose names is the only piece of paper that I actually try to look
a�er in the office.

There was nothing new in Jesus’ words. He was reading Isaiah’s
prophecy and proclaiming its fulfilment.

Which con�nues, not least in the work of organisations, both faith-
based and secular, who are anointed to bring good news to the
poor, the sick, the oppressed, homeless and vulnerable. We stand
in a great tradition, far more ancient than the twenty years since
Macedon and NHHA merged into Framework.

We join again now with this congregation to reiterate the good
news, and celebrate its offering to nearly two hundred thousand
people since July 2001. Thank you, Southwell Minster for
suppor�ng us, giving to us and praying for us.

centuries. Their prac�cal expression keeps changing. Never more
so than in the past twelve months when services have con�nued in
the face of a new and terrifying threat. Housing 1,400 people,
adding hundreds more in just a few days through our part in
‘Everyone In’, and supporting thousands more in the community,
closure was not an option. Our staff have stayed the course and I
pay tribute to them.

Colleagues have showed courage, determination and resilience in
devising and implemen�ng new systems of work to keep everyone
safe – before we had vaccines, PPE or could begin to comprehend
what we were dealing with in Covid-19. Rising to this challenge has

been a monumental achievement.

Our learning from it will help us to
provide be�er, more effec�ve and
efficient services in the
future. Building on what we already
know. That people must be treated as
individuals, not categories.
Rough sleepers need shelter and then
a rese�lement plan – not the other
way round. If you have a drug or
alcohol problem you need treatment
now, not in six months’ time. For
those with long-term care needs, a six
-week intervention isn’t much
help. And whilst for many vulnerable
people, especially the young,
employability and economic
independence is part of the long-term
solution, those who have experienced
trauma will require sensitive, pa�ent

and enduring support to reach it.

Too often, decision makers have offered simplis�c solu�ons to
multi-faceted problems.

Twenty years of front-line engagement tells us that complex needs
require joined-up solutions. So, we aim to design packages of
housing, support, health and employment interventions, tailored to
individual need.

It’s this personalised approach that’s driving our ‘Building Be�er
Futures’ campaign. For some homeless people, especially those
with mul�ple and complex needs, hostels don’t work. What’s really
needed is a good quality, permanent home. A place of stability and
dignity, around which can be wrapped the specialist support and
treatment that an individual needs to survive and flourish.

‘Building Be�er Futures’ is a major capital appeal that Framework
is launching this month. We hope to raise £3 million to match with
grants and loans, towards the cost of 200 new self-contained,
sustainable housing units to be developed across No�inghamshire
and Lincolnshire over the next five years.

If we succeed it will be good news for homeless and vulnerable
people, con�nuing a twenty-year project that is transformational
for them and the wider community, un�l the Mission is
accomplished.’

Andrew Redfern speaking in Southwell Minster, in 2017
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Unable to be there but keen to share his testimony, Colin Arnold,
one of the beneficiaries of Framework’s support, had contributed
a written statement that was read during the service. Colin had
suffered a difficult childhood heightened by his father’s taking his
own life. Colin’s own life was one marked by drug and alcohol
misuse, prison sentences, sporadic employment and several year’s
homelessness and rough sleeping. Hostels and offers of
accommodation condi�onal upon successful ‘treatment’ had not
helped, but when Framework was able to uncondi�onally offer
him the security of a home; his own front door and the self-
respect that goes with it, then things began to change.

In Colin’s own words:
‘Thank you for this opportunity, to let you all know what’s going
on inside of me. I don’t live very comfortably, with feelings and
thoughts of the past living inside of me, having to deal with it all
constantly, on a day-to-day basis
thinking ARRGGH what is wrong with
me?

Some�mes throwing my arms in the
air and feeling I really don’t want to
get there. Knocking myself out with
different substances for an instant
high used to help feelings and
thoughts become so distanced … BUT
they do NOT anymore and my mental
health has go�en worse, and I s�ll
hold this man (my father who took his
own life) in AWE!! The man who
walked out on his family … must have
been living with his own agony and
mental health problems … I now realise EVERYONE’s got them!!
Everyone is dealing with emotions and losses in life, having to deal
with pain and strife! It is how we CHOOSE to deal with these
problems and the future!

So now, I am doing a Voluntary Recovery, which is A LOT harder
than it sounds to me! As I deal with all the physical pain, I can tell
you … it’s a lot easier than dealing with my brain, which I can’t
always shut up and it’s always trying to instruct me to do various
things.

So, I want to say a massive thank you Housing First
who have always seen me as more than just a
nega�ve outburst. With support workers who lived
and been there themselves, whether its drugs,
drink or mental health, they are helping me regain
some Spiritual Wealth.

Instead of living ‘randomly’, they help get some
structure inside of me! Having a chat and a coffee,
helps me, or going on walks and adventures here
and there, they really are, trying to help me repair
my life which has become so bleak and made me
feel very weak, both in body and brain … however
they are helping me to maintain some structure in
life and helping me to do things right again.

I want to be back in work and don’t want to be so
bizzare and beserk, so with me, these GREAT
people work. Helping me to repair my a�itude, so
I’ve got to show my gra�tude, THANK YOU Housing

First – for sticking with me and pu�ing in the work. I’m not the
easiest to deal with daily, still they stay with me!! You must see
the positives inside of me. So once again, THANK YOU.’

Colin talks online via h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wWq_JiQJ2cU&t=20s

The grandeur of the Cathedral, the authority of the Lord
Lieutenant, of the Bishop and of the Dean, combined with the
words of Isaiah spoken by Jesus as he made his commitment to a
ministry founded upon the needs of the unfortunate, the poor and
the oppressed. Framework’s partnership with Southwell Minster is
a powerful one. Let’s look forward to another twenty years.

For information, the Housing First ini�a�ve that Framework has
adopted is a person-centred, evidence-based approach to

suppor�ng homeless people who have high
needs and histories of entrenched or repeat
homelessness, and especially rough sleeping.
It enables them to live in their own homes as
soon as possible a�er first contact. It has
been widely adopted across the US and
Europe and increasingly in the UK.

The approach of Housing First, initiated in the
USA in the 1980s, is to provide a stable,
independent home with intensive
personalised support for homeless people
with multiple and complex needs as a
priority. This differs somewhat from earlier,
more conven�onal approaches which have

offered housing as a ‘reward’ for successfully
following a ‘treatment’ programme. It recognises that an
important pre-requisite of change and personal development is
self-respect and the experience of being respected as an
individual; of experiencing uncondi�onal care and support. It
echoes much that we might read and experience of Jesus’
ministry, and that was evident on 10 April.

Elizabeth House, Framework’s supported
housing complex in No�ingham

Colin
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Theological debates are baffling to most people but
provoke plenty of heat within the Church. One case surrounds the

21st century hymn which is among the top ten on ‘Songs of Praise.’
It begins:

In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song…

So far, so good; nothing controversial there. The problem comes in
verse two which includes the line, ‘The
wrath of God was satisfied’. This stems
from the belief that God was angry with
the human race and needed to be ‘paid’
before he would forgive us and let us
share fully in his life; according to this
interpretation, Jesus ‘paid the price of sin’
on the cross, as if God had to be placated.
My experience of God and my
understanding of the Bible is that God
doesn’t demand a transaction or a price,
but loves us anyway.

This reminds me of a �me when I was a vicar in the Diocese of
Newcastle. The Scripture Union ran a holiday club at our church
and, as a volunteer, I was asked to sign a statement which read, ‘I
believe that Jesus has saved us from the wrath of God’. I didn’t sign
it and was phoned by a student intern who had to ask me whether I
was a real Christian! Here were two opposite understandings: the
Old Testament God who needed paying back versus God who
generously gives.

The generosity of God and of his followers runs as a thread
throughout the Bible. God con�nually forgives his people and
provides for them; they in turn should care for ‘the alien, the
orphan and the widow’, for example by leaving grain at the edge of
the field for them to collect. Generosity to the poor is part of the
Gospel, and is an aspect of poli�cs too.

The UK press has recently applauded Joe Biden and the late Shirley
Williams; both have been life-long Roman Catholics and were
influenced by Catholic social teaching. This has generosity at its
heart and expresses the idea of ‘the common good’, in which the
strong help the weak, the rich support the poor, people with power
work for the vulnerable, and those at the centre of society reach to
those on the edge. Generosity is integral to
all religions, and Chris�ans see it in the
parable of the Good Samaritan.

In the 21st century, we express the common
good by paying taxes and by giving to
charity. Taxing individuals, especially in the post-war era when both
Labour and Conservative governments required the wealthy to pay
a Supertax rate of over 90%, enables society to function as a
cohesive caring community. Lower tax rates in recent years have
resulted in a widening gap between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’,
with more pot-holes and foodbanks and fewer police officers and

nurses as public spending has been cut. We who are be�er-off in
terms of money and educa�on have an obliga�on to share what we
have for God’s sake. In other words, we have to pay! There’s a cost
to pu�ing generosity into practice.

There has been much debate in recent years about the changing
climate and the effect of human behaviour on weather pa�erns.
Residents of Southwell have paid the cost of climate change in two
flash floods in the last decade, and the huge cost for protec�ng the
town in the future with flood defences comes from our tax
contribu�ons. Who will pay the cost of future climate change?

If nothing is done, sea levels will rise, parts
of Essex and Bangladesh will permanently
flood, and some Pacific island na�ons will
disappear. Our children and grandchildren
will pay more and more in taxes to
alleviate extreme droughts and storms
here and overseas.
The alterna�ve is that we in our genera�on
begin to pay the cost. It’s costly to have a
view spoiled by wind turbines or solar
farms, but if we don’ produce more
renewable energy now, we are passing the
cost to our children.

It’s costly to change our lifestyle by driving smaller cars, cu�ing
down on holiday flights, and denying ourselves roast beef
(I specially miss that!), but if we don’t reduce damaging
emissions, more areas of our beau�ful planet will become desert,
more species will become ex�nct and more people will go hungry.

Churches are playing a part in preventing climate change: in the
diocese of Swaziland in Southern Africa everyone is asked to plant
a
tree when they are confirmed; money collected by UK churches in
Christian Aid Week is going to climate alleviation projects overseas;
in Southwell Minster, we are pu�ing resources in greening parts of
our grounds and other climate-friendly ac�on. (Read about this on
other pages.)

There is a price to pay in establishing ‘the common good’. But any
sacrifices we make, whether through compulsory taxation or
voluntary changes in lifestyle, are not to placate anyone, but are an
expression of our Chris�an solidarity with God and his good earth.

Who pays?
Vincent Ashwin reflects on different views of the cross

and links them to attitudes to society

Melting Sea Ice. Photo: University of California

Spoiling the View and protec�ng the Planet.
Photo: No�ingham University
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Have we learned anything from the pandemic?
Hugh Middleton explores some of the more hopeful messages

emerging from young peoples’ lockdown experiences
.

Wri�ng together in The Times
recently, the Archbishop of

Canterbury and Lord Browne made the
following point:
‘The pandemic has been the worst natural
disaster of our life�mes. It is a global
catastrophe that has affected every one of
us. Leaders have disagreed over how to
handle it and what the best solu�ons are.
And owing to its profound impact on the
poorest and most marginalised people, it
has forced socie�es around the world to
confront deep moral ques�ons.’
Nancy Sylvester, Director of the Ins�tute for Communal
Contempla�on and Dialogue puts it even more bluntly: ‘It seems as
if our earth is giving a mighty shudder. We know that our economic
and poli�cal systems have become dysfunc�onal. As a people, too
many of us in industrialized countries consume far more than is
necessary. Individualism has dwarfed concern for the common
good.The climate crisis con�nues to intensify. The old ways do not
Work anymore. We need a new consciousness to imagine new
ways of responding to the crises we are experiencing.’
These are high level perspec�ves, which many share in one way or
another, but they don’t, in and of themselves, reflect the more
immediate effects of lockdown. Nevertheless, they are related
to them.

One of the most ardently discussed consequences of lockdown has
been its effects upon children’s mental health. The charity Young
Minds report that more than two thirds of their respondents believe
the pandemic will have a long-term negative effect on their mental
health. However, in contrast, another, larger survey (The NHS’s
Mental Health of Children and Young People) has reported that a
sizeable propor�on of 8 – 18 year-olds felt happier in October 2000
than they were in 2017, and that a quarter felt that lockdown had
made their lives be�er.

These are the fortunate ones. The same survey also established that
children who were suffering came from households newly falling
behind with their bills, rent, or mortgage payments, families
that did not have enough to eat or had increased reliance on
foodbanks as a result of lockdown, had limited home internet
access, or no quiet space to work or a desk at which to study.
In so many ways the pandemic has brought inequali�es and
disadvantage into clear relief and it is salutary that it has, but
to focus only upon it’s debilita�ng effects risks wanting little
more than ge�ing back to normal, and missing the
opportunities the crisis has offered. As a business leader
commented in Accoun�ng Today; ‘The pandemic has pulled
back the curtain on reality. We’re seeing things as they really
are – problems (both professional and personal) that existed
all along, but we were too busy or distracted to deal with
them.’

UNICEF supports a network of ‘Young Reporters’ who are
provided with opportunities to express their views and share

experiences. Here are a few quotes
posted in May 2020:

‘Taking care of yourself is something so
underes�mated nowadays. Whether due
to a lack of time or due to too much
stress in everyday life or for whatever
reason, people don’t devote enough �me
to themselves. While in isolation, I’ve had
a lot of �me to think and realize that
actually taking care of myself is one of
the things that makes me happy’.
Maria, 15.

‘Everything can end tomorrow. Focus on
what is important to us. When all this is over, Earth will con�nue to
spin, and life will flow again. The question is whether by then we
will have learned our lesson. Let us be mindful of our Earth and it
will be kind to us. There is no rainbow without rain.’ Eva, 15.

Why wait for something bad to happen before we learn how to
appreciate the good? I never had a chance to think about the things
that have happened to me. I didn’t know that the rain makes me
happy or that the coffee I have on the balcony is tastier than the
coffee in a coffee shop, that reading books makes me happy or that
playing cards and Monopoly at home wasn’t that bad a�er all.’
Andrijana, 25.

The pandemic and lockdowns which have accompanied it are
probably the most disruptive social upheavals any of us have
experienced, certainly among those whose lives began a�er the
Second World War. It is good to have been vaccinated and to feel
that an end is in sight, but it would dishonour the lives that have
been lost and the suffering endured by so many if that were all
there
were to it. As these quotes illustrate, they have also been an
opportunity to stop and reflect. They have brought widespread but
commonly ignored injus�ces into focus. For the more comfortably
off, they have offered opportuni�es to consider life beyond the
hugger-mugger of ge�ing and spending. They have emphasised the
central parts family and friends play in our lives. Here’s to hoping
that some of that s�cks, and we don’t just go back to the ‘same old,
same old’.

Photo credit: Vadreams

Photo credit Associated Press
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Our paths crossed
maybe four or five times. He

lived to the grand age of ninety-
nine. He accomplished a great
deal and was an incredibly
suppor�ve Consort to the
Monarch. No need, you might
think, to be unduly sad at his
passing. Yet, strangely, when
the death of Prince Phillip was
announced last month, there
was a lump in my throat and a
single tear in my eye.
Prince Philip’s longstanding environmentalism saw him serve as
patron to the Worldwide Fund for Nature for many years. In 1961
he became president of the Bri�sh Na�onal Appeal, the first
na�onal organization in the World Wildlife Fund family. This
commitment was connected to his faith. In celebration of the
WWF’s 25th anniversary, as Interna�onal President of WWF Prince
Philip was instrumental in organising the 1986 summit in Assisi.

At his invitation leading representatives of Christianity, Islam,
Judaism, Buddhism and Hinduism convened and discussed how
their faith traditions might address the growing environmental
crisis, pledged to protect the environment. It was a pioneering
initiative that was entirely due to the vision and energy of the Duke
of Edinburgh who said at the �me; ‘a new and powerful alliance
has been forged between the forces of religion and the forces of
conservation.’ ‘He was a man who used to no�ce such things’.

I covered the conference for the BBC. I remember interviewing
Prince Philip and being very aware that he could spot a dumb
ques�on a mile away and yet, an open question, giving him the
opportunity to respond with knowledge, insight and genuine
concern made for enlightening dialogue. Someone remarked to me
recently that there was something of the ‘Renaissance man’ about
Prince Philip and I think that is right. He was enormously curious
and always keen to learn. The Assisi conference resulted in
Declarations from each of the world faiths. The Jewish Declaration
commits to a ‘responsibility to life, to defend it everywhere, not
only against our own sins but also against those of others’. The
Christian Declaration spoke of the ‘preoccupation of the present
without any regard for the future’ which ‘threatens to make
humanity the victim of degradation’. It is hard now to appreciate
just how prescient this was at the time.

Some�me later, yet on a similar theme, I produced a morning
service from Windsor Chapel for BBC Radio Four. Prince Philip not
only read a lesson but also spoke eloquently of his concerns for the
environment. ‘He was a man who used to no�ce such things’. His
words were reported on the BBC news for the rest of the day. A�er
the service, he invited the produc�on team back to St. George’s
House for coffee. In my study I have the photograph of us both.
‘Did you enjoy the service sir?’, I asked. Stupid question. ‘You made
me get up rather early’ was the brusque reply (NB reply modified to
preserve a modicum of propriety in this distinguished journal!).

St. George’s House was founded in
1966 by Prince Philip and the Dean
of Windsor. It was a place which
developed courses intended to
refresh the practice and personal
development of those in clergy
ministry. Once again, it was a
pioneering ini�a�ve. Today, the
house invites people from all
strands of life to share their
experience in debate and dialogue.

A�er I had founded ‘The Moral
Maze’ on BBC Radio Four, I

a�ended a number of consulta�ons
on ethical issues. They were always enlightening as they brought
together people of very different views. On more than one
occasion I no�ced Prince Philip slip into the back during par�cularly
heated debates. ‘He was a man who used to no�ce such things’. He
loved a good argument in the search for understanding.

In Leeds there is a community centre and inside is a black plaque
marking its official opening. On the plaque is engraved my name as
Rector of Leeds and the name of the Duke of Edinburgh. A�er he
had opened the new headquarters of the (then) Leeds Building
Society and, having had a full day, he made �me to open a modest
community centre. This time he asked me ques�ons. He wanted to
know about ministry in the inner city. ‘He was a man who used to
no�ce such things’. I cannot remember the conversation in detail
but I do remember with absolute clarity that he listened well. As
the theologian Paul Tillich once remarked, ‘the first call on love is to
listen’.

Then, a few years later, I was Canon Precentor of St. Paul’s
Cathedral. It was planned to have a service to mark the opening of
the Millennium Bridge. You may remember that for a while it was
known as the ‘wobbly bridge’ since it had the unnerving capacity to
sway rather alarmingly when people walked across it.

Aman who used to notice such things
Bishop Stephen Oliver reflects upon his few encounters with

H.R.H. Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, president of the World Wildlife Fund,
centre, leads a procession with representa�ves of various religions from the
convent to St. Francis's Basilica during an interfaith ceremony marking the

end of the WWF 25th Anniversary Conference in Assisi, Italy, Sept. 29, 1986.
Photograph Giulio Broglio/Associated Press. Credit quote, AZ Quotes

Photograph Kirsty Wigglesworth
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Decaoto
Robin Old writes about the biblical connection to collared doves

The �me is 5.15am. It’s an April sunrise, and the collared doves
have woken me yet again! These are no songbirds and their

mournful, repe�tive, calling penetrates deeply into my
consciousness. ‘I don’t know. I don’t know. I don’t know.’ Is that
what they are saying? Or is it ‘United. United. United?’ Whatever it
is I wish they would go elsewhere un�l a more reasonable hour!

Truthfully, however, I welcome these a�rac�ve li�le doves making
their nest in our neighbour’s Leylandii because it is now quite a few
years since they nested here, and they are much more engaging and
entertaining than the
bossy, dirty, loud wood
pigeons that compete
for the same territory.

I am sure that many of
our readers are well
versed about the
remarkable post-war
spread westwards of
collared doves from
eastern Europe. Less
well known is the origin from Ancient Greek of this bird’s scien�fic
name, and especially its specific epithet decaocto (eighteen). Given
its full �tle the collared dove is Streptopelia decaocto, meaning
collar (streptos), dove (peleia), and eighteen (decaocto).

The generally accepted origin of the epithet ‘eighteen’ is in an
ancient Greek fable in which a poor maid was servant to a very hard
-hearted lady, who gave her as wages no more than eighteen pieces
a year. The maid prayed to the gods that she would like it to be
made known to the world how miserably she was paid. Thereupon
Zeus created the dove which proclaims an audible decaocto to all
the world to this very day (Mark Cocker & Richard Mabey: Birds
Britannica 2005.)

There is, however, another more recent explanation of this fable
found in Gerald Durrell’s ’The Corfu Trilogy’: Penguin Books 2006).
The young Durrell favours outdoor learning, and has a long-suffering
tutor, Theodore, who succeeds in curbing Gerald’s wilder
enthusiasms. In the extract reproduced below we find him
explaining to Durrell the origin of ‘decaocto’ as the collared dove’s
specific name:

“In Greek, Theodore
said” ‘the name for
collared dove is
dekaoctura,
eighteener, you know.

The story goes that
when Christ was
carrying the cross to
Calvary, a Roman
soldier seeing that He was exhausted, took pity on Him. By the side
of the road there was an old woman selling milk, and so the Roman
soldier went to her and asked her how much a cupful would cost.
She replied that it would cost eighteen coins. But the soldier only
had seventeen. He pleaded with the woman to let him have a cupful
of milk for Christ for seventeen coins, but the woman avariciously
stuck out for eighteen. So, when Christ was crucified, the old
woman was turned into a collared dove and condemned to go
about the rest of her days repea�ng, “dekaocto, dekaocto”,
eighteen, eighteen.’

Unfortunately, this story is anachronistic. It is unlikely at the time of
Jesus’ crucifixion that collared doves had reached the Levant during
their relentless pre-Christian dispersion westwards.

So, what is to be made of this? I would argue that Theodore has
used this fable as a contrivance to successfully teach a boy who
would otherwise ignore the origins of Christianity, the use of the
Linnaean system,
languages ancient
and modern,
storytelling and
mathema�cs.

Consequently, the opening service kept being postponed. Finally,
a date was set but, unfortunately, the date clashed with a
commitment I had made to give a paper at a clergy conference.
Fortunately, my colleagues agreed that I should give the paper. All
the plans for the service had been made long ago. Everything
went well with both the service and the lecture.
The following Saturday the Queen and Prince Philip attended the
Cathedral for those awarded the OBE, MBE, and similar awards.
As usual the Queen and Prince Philip were greeted by the Dean
and introduced to each of the Residen�ary Canons. The Duke of
Edinburgh duly shook my hand and passed on to my colleagues.
Then he stopped and came back to me. ‘You weren’t here on
Tuesday,’ he said. He seemed genuinely interested in my hasty
explanation before he rejoined the Queen. ‘He was a man who
used to no�ce such things’.

Remembering Prince Philip now, reminds me of the line from
Thomas Hardy’s poem ‘Afterwards’ which speaks of how ‘the May
month flaps its glad green leaves like wings’ and of ‘the man who
used to no�ce such things’. For it goes on to speak of those
‘watching the full- starred heavens that winter sees’ for the
wonder is that ‘he was one who had an eye for such mysteries’.

‘And will any say when my bell of
quittance is heard in the gloom,

And a crossing breeze cuts a
pause in its outrollings,

Till they rise again, as they were a
new bell’s boom,

‘He hears it not now, but used
to no�ce such things’.
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The contents of monas�c libraries were deliberately
targeted during the Reforma�on, and many books especially

those on ma�ers of religion were consigned to bonfires. Exceptions
were manuscripts on natural sciences and those recording the rights
of property ownership. Generations of patrons had donated land and
proper�es to religious houses; such endowments were initially
recorded in separate charters (carta), copies of which were later
collected into a major register or ‘cartulary’. Most cartularies
escaped the bonfires for they were a detailed legal record of
ownership upon which Thomas Cromwell organised his massive
sale of monastic land and property for cash - all to feed the ever-
expanding need of his royal master’s coffers.

One such survivor was the Cartulary of Thurgarton Priory which is
now held at the No�inghamshire County Archives. At the surrender
of the priory in 1538 it passed to the new owners, the Cooper
family, and in 1677 Cecil Cooper of Thurgarton Priory donated it to
the library at Southwell Minster. Here it remained un�l the 1950s
when it underwent much needed restora�on and was transfered to
the safekeeping of the county archivists.

Generations of scribes were employed to copy mediaeval records.
Many religious houses contained a library or scriptorium where
these highly trained cra�smen having prepared parchment, pen
and ink would spend long hours diligently copying the monastic
documents. The Thurgarton Cartulary was wri�en in the early
1300s and contains over a thousand charters relating to property
and land mainly in No�inghamshire, Derbyshire and Lincolnshire.
Experts have detected the hand of three scribes who worked on
different sections. The bulk of the text was written in brown ink
but major sec�ons were marked by capital le�ers embellished in
red and blue ink as seen in the decorated ‘S’ below.

The scribe was therefore
given some scope to
express his crea�ve talent in
the decoration of capital
le�ers and headings – but
some restraint was necessary
for ink and vellum were
expensive and legal
documents were not works of
art. However, boredom or a
sense of mischief may have
led to the many faces that
appear in these pages. Here
are a few examples with
sugges�ons but you may have
alterna�ve ideas.

Are these cartoons of real
people in the priory or

fantasy figures? Stonemasons and woodcarvers were known to
portray their fellow cra�smen or superiors in a whole gamut of
figures from the respec�ul and heroic down to the bizarre and the
downright rude. Such work was easily hidden in the less obvious
nooks and crannies of a huge building but the scribe’s work was
open to inspec�on and the wise scribe was more circumspect.

With thanks to No�inghamshire County Archives and T. Foulds’ The
Thurgarton Cartulary, Paul Watkins,
Stamford (1994).

The Thurgarton Cartulary: Medieval Doodlings
Ellis Morgan offers insight into a more light-hearted aspect

of the medieval scribe’s work

Thurgarton Cartulary before and a�er restora�on in 1956

Decorated capital ‘S’

A soldier with helmet and nose guard?

Jesters?

A Devil?

And this one, which probably
speaks for itself
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Listening to the Leaves
Janet Stocks and Joanne Johnson reflect upon what the carvings teach us

about the period of the Chapter House’s construction

with some
85% of them being peasants

There can be no doubt that the Chapter House, with its
fascinating array of stone carvings, offers a unique

panoramic viewof cultural, socio-economic, and natural history in
medievalEngland which con�nues to resonate with visitors some
Seven centuries later. Here one can find distinc�ve heads, including
Those thought to represent King Edward I, who reigned from
1272-1307, a fine master mason with an impossible moustache,
along with several of his appren�ces, and several Bishops and
Archbishops. The world famous ‘Leaves of Southwell’ are widely
Acknowledged as the finest example of 13th century naturalis�c
carving in the UK if not worldwide. The building of our chapter
house fortunately coincided with an architectural period, which only
lasted about seventy years un�l around 1310. This style was
ini�ally developed on the con�nent and represented a stark
contrast with the austerity of the Cistercian Abbeys in the
12th century, where such decoration and flamboyance would
have been considered here�cal.

Appreciation of the beauty of nature as an integral part of worship
and the subsequent development of naturalis�c carving was
undoubtedly influenced by the work of the 12th century Abbess,
Hildegard of Bingen (1098 – 1179), who studied the healing
proper�es of plants, as well as the great 13th century cleric and
naturalist, Albertus Magnus. He described trees and plants not
simply from a classical angle but based on his own powers of
observa�on, a skill that medieval masons readily adopted.

Some of best examples of the various leaves found within the
Chapter House can be found around the magnificent archway
entrance. Here, the capitals are adorned with an astonishing array
of leaves, including vine, oak, hawthorn, maple, and bu�ercup,
with headless dragons lurking amongst the maple leaves, and
someone collec�ng grapes from the vines. The sheer diversity of
these magnificent carvings Illustrate not only the skill but the
imagination of the ancient masons,and their ability to tell stories in
stone and evoke curiosity centuries later!

The strength of supers�tion and
belief in supernatural and mystical
powers in the Middle Ages is
reflected by inclusion of many
mythical and gruesome creatures,
such as basilisks and dragons,
emphasising the ancient belief that
‘only evil could drive out evil.’
However, carvings such as the
lovely pensive merman, could
either represent something good
and harmless, or simply the
medieval philosophy that whatever
exists on land has its counterpart in
the sea.
During this period, most of the
population lived in the countryside with some 85% of them being
peasants, whose life revolved around the agrarian calendar

– producing food, wool, and fuel etc.
References to this can be seen in several
of the carvings, including those of pigs,
sheep, and goats. Eels were a staple food
and silver eel fishing was common for
communi�es living alongside rivers such as
the Trent. Mining of iron, lead, �n, and later
coal par�cularly in No�inghamshire,
provided jobs for many, whereas
stone quarrying in the Mansfield
area provided stone for the Minster.

There was no shortage of
entertainment including many
Saints’ Days, banquets, jousts,
hun�ng (as seen in the carving of the
hare and hounds). Several garlanded
ladies reflect the fact that Maypole
dancing was a regular event –
thought to be a Pagan rite adopted
by Chris�anity. Ladies and young girls played tambourines, which
may be represented by one of the carvings in the passageway –
although this might simply depict a medieval brooch. It is also
fascina�ng to recall that 1290 was the first year of Goose Fair in
No�ingham which, as we know, has thrived ever since.

There has been much specula�on as to why certain leaves were
chosen. However, all the species in our chapter house can s�ll be
collected from the hedgerows and woodlands surrounding
Southwell Minster, and all are either palmate (hand shaped) such
as maple, vine, and bu�ercup, or climbing (e.g. bryony, rose and
ivy) sugges�ng that irrespec�ve of any religious symbolism or
medicinal value (of which there are numerous examples), they
were also selected for their decora�ve value and the way in which
they would reflect light and shadow when carved in stone. Many of
the leaves are an integral part of more complex carvings, including
those of the ‘green men’ or foliate faces, ten of which can be found
in the Chapter House.

When calcula�ng the relative frequency with which the various
leaves are represented, most publica�ons have limited reports to
those which can be viewed at eye level. By raising the eyes
towards the magnificent unsupported stone vaulted ceiling,
however, one notices that there is also a rich ‘upper canopy’, the
glories of which will be easier to view in future due to the recent
installa�on of enhanced ligh�ng.

Once the conserva�on work has been completed, it will be possible
once more to study the incredible ‘Leaves of Southwell’. In the
meantime, you could just step out into our wonderful countryside
and use your own powers of observa�on, just as those medieval
masons did, to stand in awe at the ever-changing beauty of the
natural world, and simply pause to ‘Listen to the Leaves’.

This ar�cle is an abridged version of an on-line presenta�on which
can s�ll be accessed via h�ps://youtu.be/f53eVVh_-VQ
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The Newark and Southwell Deanery has over sixty
churches in an area stretching from Tuxford to Flawborough, and

from Farnsfield to Coddington. The Minster has two representatives
on Deanery Synod, Robert Ridgwell and Jamie Bostock, and they
gave a Deanery report at our annual mee�ng in April. It included:

‘Southwell Minster has two representa�ves on our local Deanery
Synod, which is the bottom rung on the Church's representa�ve
structure extending up to General Synod. The Deanery provides a
way for individual neighbouring parishes (‘like-located and likely like
-minded’) to collaborate and learn from each other – and on
occasion, receive support. It is also a communica�on way ‘in’ for the
diocese to parishes. In par�cular it is a way of encouragement and a
reminder to engage in Mission, where the Growing Disciples
initiative and its slogan “wider/younger/deeper” is constantly
impressed. Recent practical ma�ers have included: addressing the
unintended consequences of safeguarding requirements for PCC
quorates; possible impact of the pandemic on the Diocese, and
therefore its parishes; deanery-wide Parish Share alloca�on and
outcome.’

Meanwhile we invited
local parishes to say how
they dealt with the
pandemic. Here are
some of their replies.

St Andrew’s Eakring
quickly embraced the
digital age. Their Reader,
Heather Brown, writes:

‘We started on-line
services on the 22nd
March 2020 and have
prepared one every
week since then. Ini�ally it was very Heath Robinson, with me
speaking into my mobile phone, but over the year my husband
Robert has developed the services and learnt lots of new skills on
the way. He prepares all the music we need online and takes photos
and video footage for use during the service. So far we have put
sixty services online and have a really great response, with 374
views per week. This has far exceeded
expectations and of course has reached
far more people than we could ever
have expected to reach in church.
Although St Andrew's is now open for
services once again, we intend to carry
on online services as long as there
appears to be demand for them.’

Anne Stephens, church council member
of Holy Trinity, Wysall, writes about
their experience of lockdown, with
Zoom and outdoor services:

‘The church stood silent and empty.
Luckily though with the aid of modern
technology and Zoom, Stephen

Hippisley-Cox our vicar was able to keep us all together by
offering weekly Sunday evening prayer services. These have
been a great success bringing the 3 W’s together [Willoughby-
on-the-Wolds, Widmerpool and Wysall] for prayer and reaching
out as far as Hampshire and even Dubai to connect with people
who have le� the village. Ending with a chat has allowed us to
keep in contact with old friends and even make new friends.

A�er a second lockdown, we decided to hold our Carol Service
alfresco so that more people could a�end safely. The sky was
clear, dusk se�led over us and lanterns and candles twinkled.
We had an exceptional turnout and the singing denied to us
indoors for so long was joyous and quite emo�onal.
The carolsa nd readings seemed even
more poignant.’

St Giles Balderton explored different
ways of dealing with the restric�ons,
which ‘caused a radical rethink about
what we were doing . The first ac�vity
was more prayer, either walking around
the parish or in telephone calls between
friends. This was extended as the Zoom
facility was understood and our online
presence was increased. The monthly
magazine was replaced by a weekly
newsle�er, and a number of people printed off copies to be
delivered to members of the congrega�on who had no internet
connection. This con�nues today, proving to be a life line.

The worship band worked in a bubble of three to record and
provide live-streamed music for online worship; individuals did
similar to give variety. Through Zoom, a virtual house group
happened. Coffee and prayer online replaced the prayer group
which regularly met in church. Virtual quizzes were organised.
Others began to join in many of the ac�vi�es, showing how the
Spirit was helping to grow more disciples. During the
lockdowns,
growing disciples younger wider and deeper has helped us focus
more for the future of St Giles.’

At Car Colston in the Fosse Group, where the Revd Ruth Colby is
vicar, they used art to proclaim the seasons.

‘When Christmas celebra�ons were not possible, a church-led
initiative of Bible-based Advent Windows proved a wonderful
way for everyone to enter into the Christmas spirit. The

opportunity for creativity was greatly enjoyed with
all age participation, concluding at church on
Christmas Eve.

On Mothering Sunday, we distributed posies of
daffodils to everyone who had been so supportive of
the Advent windows and a�ached to each posy was a
blessing from Rev’d Ruth. Unable to open for
services,Easter brought fresh challenges. We were
delighted with our depic�on of the cross in the
church porch using the upturned Christmas tree
pruned in the shape of a cross for Good Friday. On
Easter Sunday we decorated the cross with an
assortment of daffodils giving a spectacular display.’

Robert Brown pu�ing together a service for
St Andrew’s, Eakring

Holy Trinity Wysall, where outdoor
services were held

Revd Louise Holliday, vicar
of Balderton

How did your Church manage during the Pandemic?
Churches around our Deanery and Diocese write about their experiences of lockdown
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Revd Mandy Cartwright, vicar of
East Trent Group of Churches,
writes from Collingham vicarage
about the need to acknowledge the
pain of not singing and other
depriva�ons.

‘Psalm 137 springs to mind when I
think about church and village life
during this pandemic. By the
waters of Babylon we sat down and
wept… How shall we sing the Lord’s
song in a strange land?

For a season, we closed the lid on
our organs, put away our
keyboards, violins and flutes and
we wept because we could no
longer sing. This was indeed a strange land that we were living in
and as we look for change in the summer, we o�en ask, “When
can we sing again, because that’s what we’ve really missed?”’

‘We mourned the loss of
physical companionship
and spontaneous get-
togethers. We missed
social events, welcoming
cuddles for newborns,
family celebra�ons,
weddings and
Christenings. We
mourned the loss of employment and the certainty of being able
to provide for our families. We were indeed living in a strange
land. However, a strange land is where God’s people are often
found and it’s where we can learn and grow. In East Trent, we
Have learnt so many lessons. We’ve learnt to sing by speaking
rhythmically in church, by singing in our cars at a drive-in carol
service, by choirs formed by three people, some of whom had
never sung out loud before. We’ve learnt to love our neighbours
in new ways, through organising volunteers for shopping and
prescrip�on collec�on, and to share what we have through the
Collingham Pantry which was set up to provide food for anyone in
the East Trent villages. It’s never easy being forced to live in a
strange land, and we won’t leave behind our hurts and losses as
we travel into yet another new way of life, but we will take with
us the good lessons we’ve learnt, and the new ways we’ve learnt
to sing and live.’

St Mary Magdalene with St Leonard, Newark needs particular
skills to balance the needs of a large medieval building and a fine
choral tradition with the call to each
parish to offer varying kinds of worship.
Churchwarden Andrew Fearn writes:

‘Compulsory lockdown came swi�ly and,
and in many respects, shockingly. Life in
our parish adopted the new norms;
services were recorded and went online
and PCC mee�ngs were held by Zoom.
So far, so good. The wheels soon started
to come off! We had started a bid for
over £2.7m to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, but, suddenly the Fund
shut its doors to new developments. It
felt like a big setback. At the same time

we were trying to obtain
clarification of our bid to the
CoE’s Strategic Investment
Board for other works which
were part of our Resource
Church status. This re-assurance
was not forthcoming. Deja
vu...all over again!

Undaunted, we re-started
services at both our churches.
Gradually we were able to
introduce limited music with
input from a cantor behind a
screen. Again, new tricks! So
that we didn’t become
complacent (fat chance!), the

news then broke that our priest-in-charge was leaving and we
were going to be in an interregnum. The latest lockdown has
come and gone. At St Mary’s we took the decision not to close,
and services con�nued. St Leonards [on Lincoln Road] closed for a
while due the smaller space available but has now re-opened.
Happily, music is now permitted and the re-emergence of the
choir at St Mary’s has given our worship a great boost.’

The Secretary of the church council at Carlton on Trent writes:
‘At St Mary's in Carlton-on-Trent, we have kept going fairly well,
and it is my impression that this is because we happen to have a
cer�fied Local Worship Leader who was not obliged to observe
some of the more stringent safety rules, as our Reader and
various stand-in Vicars were! As a Roman Catholic originally, I
have been so impressed by the way the Church of England and its
amazing PCCs can work in �mes of trouble.’

Finally, Graham
Miller, chairman of St
Denis Morton’s PCC,
reflects on growth in
the West Trent
Benefice:

‘[Church leaders]
responded with
speed, imagina�on
and innovation and
which allowed us to maintain a spiritual link with our churches,
our friends and our congrega�ons. Improved technology and a
division of labour, where the parts of the services were shared
between the clergy and the laity, brought a freshness to the
proceedings each Sunday and a sense of involvement by those
chosen to participate. If nothing else, the Covid experience has
been an affirma�on of “Faith.”

F for flexibility and for family.
A for adaptability.
I for Inclusion. St Denis Morton is my local church, and prior to
the pandemic we might have had a dozen in the congrega�on;
but the introduc�on of the “Zoom” worship has meant that we
have a congregation varying between 50 and 70 at our services.
T for togetherness. We have come to know most of the members
of the benefice churches.
H is for holy. We have managed to maintain a sense of
perspec�ve and our beliefs have been strengthened.’

The submissions for this ar�cle have been abridged; apologies for
having to do this. Vincent Ashwin

Christmas and Easter art at St Mary’s, Car Colston

The River Trent near Fiskerton
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A�er the Reforma�on and split from
the Church of Rome, a year a�er the death

of Henry VIII, with the boy king Edward VI on
the throne and, although, there wasn’t really
any great demand from the public, The
Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer,
and poli�cians were desperate to take the
Protestant Reformation further. Even during
Henry’s reign, the desire to intensify the
reformation had preoccupied him. And so,
Cranmer, a reserved Cambridge don, and, of
course, a close friend and ally of Thomas
Cromwell, soon became the ins�gator of a
revolu�on in terms of the delivery of the
liturgy. Alongside the works of Shakespeare,
it remains one of the key texts of the English
Language.

Tyndale’s first Bible in vernacular English had already been
published, and in 1542 Cranmer had persuaded Henry VIII to allow
the New Testament to be read in English. Hitherto the liturgy had
been written in Latin and, of course, in a variety of different forms
of Latin across Europe. This did not meet the needs of the laity and,
primarily, was only accessible to the clergy. In 1543 Cranmer had
also wri�en the Litany in English and so the process of providing a
vernacular liturgy had well and truly begun.
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer

The Book of Common Prayer arose from a need to give the people
opportunity to worship in a language they could understand and
that, of course, meant English. In September 1548, Cranmer
initiated the task of crea�ng the first Prayer Book in English. It was
to include all forms of daily and Sunday worship for the newly
reformed Protestant Church in one book. It included, as it s�ll does,
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, the Litany, and Holy Communion.
The book was also to include the other occasional services in full:
the orders for bap�sm, confirmation, marriage, 'prayers to be said
with the sick' and a funeral service. It was published in 1549.

Before 1549 and before the Book of Common Prayer, different
dioceses including York, Hereford and Lincoln had their own (La�n)
versions of liturgical books. These took the form of the breviary, the
book containing the eight daily services, the missal, which was
essen�ally used for the celebration of the mass, and the manual for
bap�sms and weddings. The Communion service was very
regulated and over complex. Laity received only the bread; the
wine was reserved for the clergy. This was all about to change.

Clearly, with at least three different books in use, and different
forms of them in use in different dioceses, there was a desperate
need to streamline a complex and overregulated process. The
resul�ng clarification of the daily services, to Ma�ns and Evensong,
alongside the Book of Common Prayer would allow people to
worship in a deeper relationship with God.

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer

The book itself was not received with widespread
enthusiasm. In the west of England there was a
rebellion against it. It was generally considered to
be a temporary publica�on, and in fact it only
lasted about eight months! In 1552, after much
discord and with different groups in conflict, a
second and modified version appeared, again
under the supervision of Thomas Cranmer.
However, it was never used. On the death of
Edward VI, Mary I re-ins�gated Roman Catholic
worship.

All was soon to change again, for a�er Mary’s
death in 1558, the accession of her half-sister
Elizabeth to the throne brought an end to Papal
restora�on. To avoid further bloodshed, the
young queen restored the 1552 Prayer Book in
the first year of her reign. A�er minor

amendments, in 1559 the third revised edition of the Book of
Common Prayer was published. It was to last over a hundred years
due to Elizabeth’s long reign, and consolidated the dis�nc�ve
Anglican form of worship.

Included in the final and amended 1662 version were, ‘Prayers at
Sea,’ as well as ‘Bap�sm for those of Ripened Years (adults!). It
contains far fewer words from La�n or Greek origins. It became a
best seller, was translated into a hundred and ninety nine different
languages and one thousand and two editions. Of course, the
language of the Book of Common Prayer itself is rich and, like
Shakespeare, and the Bible, it contains many phrases that are now
in everyday common usage such as ‘in sickness and in health, and
‘�ll death us do part.’ What is extraordinary is the book’s longevity,
exemplified by the fact Cranmer’s Evensong has survived all the
turmoil and remains today with its choral element, one of the
singular features of cathedral worship.

The 1549 Book of Common Prayer

A Prayer Book for All
Tom Hislop relates a short history of The Book of Common Prayer
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We’ve been blessed to have Holy
Trinity field as the view from our home

For almost 50 years, and have been reflec�ng
on the changes we’ve seen in that �me.

The field is a three-acre rectangle of pasture
sloping gently from an old orchard at the top
down to Westhorpe Dumble. The apple trees
are ancient gnarled silhoue�es in the winter
gloom, but s�ll covered in a profusion of
blossom each spring. When we first came
here a cuckoo regularly called from the tallest
tree, and little owls have nested there. Both
have now disappeared, but flocks of redwings
and fieldfares s�ll come down in winter, to
feast on windfall apples.

No one knows how the field came into Holy
Trinity’s ownership. The 1841 tithe map
indicates it laid to grass by then, but well-
marked remains of the Micklebarrow open
field, ridge and furrow system are s�ll visible.
It is unlikely to have been ploughed for nearly
200 years.

In the 1960s and 70s the field was leased from
the Church by Cecil Marrison, a well-known
one-�me Verger and Sexton at Holy Trinity
Church, who in later life boasted of working as
gardener to five Bishops of Southwell in
succession. He had particular exper�se in the
breeding and judging of goats, and was an
Honorary Member of the British Goat Society.
They o�en met in the House of Lords. His own
goats were kept on land adjacent to Holy
Trinity’s field in a varied collec�on of huts
and pens that might not have been
welcomed by contemporary inhabitants of
Halloughton Road, but were the delight of
local children at the time. Only the well
behaved were allowed to visit and ‘help’.

Cecil was most strict about respec�ng the
animals; ducks, chickens, geese, feral cats
living under the huts, and a dog who kept
guard when he was away. Cecil will be also
remembered as an active Parish Councillor
with a special interest in footpaths, and a
Governor at Lowes Wong Infants School. He
often drove straight to mee�ngs in the old
van that transported goats about the country,
and wearing the same work clothes he’d just
worn to assist a new goat kid into the world.

During this time the field and the orchard were grazed by Cecil’s
goats and a small herd of sheep. Our daughter kept a pony there for
a while.

Ron Smithers, Holy Trinity Church Warden faithfully
stewarded the health of the land and rented out
grazing for many, many years. We remember him
in his �dy, workmanlike overalls, tools strung on a
smart leather belt inspecting the sward, mending
fences and, most of all, grubbing up his great
enemy the ragwort. Ron’s wonderful legacy will
always be the trees he planted in 1990 on either
side of the footpath that runs along the Dumble at
the bottom of the field: Bird cherry, alder, field
maple, whitebeam, willow and crab apple, they are
now almost mature and provide a glorious corridor
of delight that must have been appreciated more
than ever during lockdown walks.

In 1996 the field was threatened with almost
complete destruc�on. A Southwell by-pass was
proposed, and a section of it between No�ingham
Road and Westgate would have cut clean through
the orchard corner and along the field’s western
boundary. Fortunately, local representa�on at a
Public Enquiry resulted in this proposal being
dropped.

About six years ago a group of Holy Trinity families
formed a co-operative that shares payment of rent
to the church and see themselves as guardians of
the field. An early task was to restore the much-
neglected orchard with its ten varieties of apple
tree, including many old Bramleys. They are
looking after the old trees as best they can, given
the problems of height and frailty of the branches.
They are also plan�ng rows of new plums, ea�ng
apples, mulberries and standard Bramleys. Cu�ngs
from the old trees have been gra�ed onto new
root stock in an effort to con�nue the earlier
varie�es.

The co-opera�ve group has also turned over a
Footpath through Ron's trees in early autumn large allotment plot for vegetable and fruit

growing. They are using the no dig method, and
aim to be as organic as possible, using minimal
chemicals and no insec�cides. The rest of the
field is harvested as hay which is dried and used
as compost and mulch. All plants and produce
are considered collec�vely owned; members are
strongly discouraged from talking about 'my
cabbages’, for instance. They work together at
plan�ng and harves�ng, share any surplus there
might be with the wider Church community, and
offer the field as therapy and a haven in which to
spend �me. A wildflower meadow is being
developed to a�ract more insects. Bird boxes

and bug hotels have been installed around the site. Along with the
ecological improvements in the churchyard and burial ground their
work has made a significant contribu�on to Holy Trinity gaining a
silver Eco-Church award from A Rocha, and we hope it will help take
them on towards a Gold award.

Thank you to all of them for making me welcome and being such
good neighbours.

The Story of a Field
Christine Kent tells the story of a neighbouring field which is now contributing to

Holy Trinity Church’s environmental activism

Holy Trinity Church from the orchard

Looking north towards Westhorpe Dumble
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Zoom and the Butterfly Effect
A letter from Thurgarton Vicarage

Dear All,

Hooray for spring! The virus might, possibly - if we’re lucky and
careful - be almost defeated…maybe? Anyway spring is here, wild
flowers are flourishing and the bu�erflies are flapping. Aren’t
bu�erflies amazing, as well as having something important to tell us?

Hooray also for Zoom! Not everyone’s favourite. Nevertheless
Zoom’s dawning upon our consciousness has been of ines�mable
value, not least to the seven churches of the Benefice of West Trent.
Within a week of first hearing about ‘Zoom’ (in March 2020), we
cau�ously embraced the new technology for worship. It worked! At
least we found a way to worship that was both ‘live’ and ‘spiritual’,
and has even brought a new sense of being a community of faith.

We embraced Zoom worship rather than ‘streaming’, because of it
being live from my study (studio?!). Recordings can be accessed
from our website for those who can’t make it at the regular �mes
(Sundays 10.30am, Wednesdays 7.00pm). Some have joined us who
hadn’t previously, and felt welcomed. We have maintained a very
consistent and high level of a�endance, met to discuss things, and
held PCC mee�ngs. We have learned to screen-share, do PowerPoint
and access YouTube hymnology; we have dealt with mu�ng, dogs
barking and clocks striking. We have managed to record from
churches and include these into ‘live’ Zoom worship. Plough Sunday
saw us carry the plough into an empty church, but later relayed it to
60-70 people online, and included a live folk ‘concert’.

And so Zoom worship embraced us! We have discovered ’church’ in

a new way, and hope to keep developing
what we have discovered when the ‘virus’ is
defeated…for sure, not just maybe. So
despite these discoveries, it’s been a time
when we have sometimes felt powerless and helpless. What effect
a�er all will my actions or my values have in influencing the world?
Will my wearing a mask really hasten the demise of Covid?

Haven’t we felt a sense of things being out of our control, of our
insignificance? Feelings of helplessness are disabling, yet closer
Covid companions than we would like.

But isn't it too easy to give in to the lie, the fake news, that we are
worthless and unable to influence anything? Remarkable things can
happen even when star�ng on the small scale, without anyone really
no�cing. The least of things is valuable in God’s eyes… ‘yet whoever
is least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he [John the
Bap�st]’ (Ma�hew 11:11)

Do we not think of Jesus?! Here was a man who died powerless,
betrayed and deserted. Yet his story outlives the powers that tried
to ex�nguish him from history. He offers a picture of hope, the value
in small things and gentle processes. To put it another way ‘a small
change in one state of a deterministic nonlinear system, can result in
large differences in a later state’! That is the ‘bu�erfly effect’.

Next time you see a bu�erfly and think of its effect, shout ‘hooray
for spring’, ‘hooray for the influence of small things’, even ‘hooray
for Zoom worship’, and see how we can live it out.

Best wishes
The Revd Phil White, Benefice of West Trent: Bleasby, Halloughton,
Hoveringham, Morton (including Fiskerton) , Rolleston, Thurgarton
and Upton.

As with all organisations, Mothers’ Union’s usual ac-
�vi�es have been severely disrupted by the pandem-
ic, but that does not mean the work around the world
has stopped.

Much of that is focused on ending gender-based vio-
lence, especially against women and girls.
Mothers’ Union participated in strength in the first ever virtual
mee�ng of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
(UNCSW) shortly before Easter, with 26 members a�ending from 12
different countries. We were delighted to work closely with the An-
glican Communion Office (ACO) delegation, and to hold joint ses-
sions, as well as collaborating with fellow members of the global
faith movement, Side by Side, and with members of the UK Wom-
en’s Movement Alliance (NAWO). Barbara Mugisha, provincial com-
munity development coordinator from Uganda, spoke at an event
jointly run with the ACO, on .'what has faith got to do with it?’ cov-
ering the work done by MU in Uganda to create awareness around
domes�c abuse during the pandemic. Our Worldwide President,
Sheran Harper, spoke at the NAWO/UK Government event, on
’women and girls fully alive - surviving, recovering and flourishing’.

In Southwell & No�inghamshire, double the number of caravans
have been booked in June, for the Away From It All (AFIA) holidays

for disadvantaged families. That is because those
booked to go last year have been carried forward,
together with this year’s families.

Southwell Minster branch has been mee�ng over
zoom, with most of our members able to join in
that way. We have enjoyed seeing each other and

catching up on what news there is. We are very sad to have lost
Be�y Darby, a long-standing member and past Diocesan President.
As a branch, we have been impressed by the work that Mary
Sumner House has put in to keep Mothers’ Union going, and the
very difficult decisions that have had to be made at the centre.

We are also impressed by the new “Connected” magazine, which is
packed full of information about MU around the world; from wom-
en in Uganda using radio shows to tackle violence, to the produc-
�on of PPE bags and face masks here, to ongoing literacy and sav-
ings groups in the poorest communi�es.
As I write, we are planning for our May mee�ng to once again be
virtual, but are hoping to be able to meet face to face outdoors in
June.

New members are always welcome; please contact me at
shelaghbairdsmith@gmail.com or call 01636 918341

Mothers’ Union is very much alive and well, despite restrictions
Shelagh Baird-Smith writes …
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The curious case of Mary Magdalene
Tom Hislop writes about the different perspectives of the biblical figure

Ifirst came acrossthis extraordinary
work (pictured) two years ago. The work of

Donatello, (1386-1446) the celebrated
Renaissance sculptor and, carved in wood, it
depicts a frail and haggard outcast and a
penitent. Mary. There is a powerful sense of
realism in this piece representing a woman
who became a universal symbol of hope. She
has also been an inspiration to Chris�ans
and ar�sts alike for over two thousand years,
and the subject of legends.

She appears in all four gospels. Of course, in
the Bible there are several Marys, not the
least, Mary the mother of Jesus. But we also
have Mary of Bethany, sister of Martha and
Lazarus. In addi�on, there is Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and Mary the
wife of Cleopas. However, Mary of Magdalen
has the prime mention. From St Mark’s Gospel, we can conclude
that Mary of Magdala (meaning tower in Aramaic) named a�er
her hometown of Magdala, then a wealthy village on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee) was a leading figure among those who
followed Jesus, and desired to serve Him. Although some would
speculate that these women
were three separate Marys,
they soon became conflated
into the figure we recognise
today.

Moreover, when Jesus is
abandoned in his hour of
mortal danger, Mary of
Magdala is one of the women
who stays with him, even to
the Crucifixion, alongside
Mary Mother and John. She
is also among a group of
women who visit the tomb
three days a�er Jesus’ burial
and is the first to recognize
the resurrected Christ in a
garden according to the
Gospel of John. Indeed, there
are many pain�ngs, including
Ti�an’s Noli me tangere.’

The notion of Mary Magdalene as a repentant sinner became the
generally accepted view in Western Christianity after a sermon
delivered by Pope Gregory I in 591 in which he declared Mary of
Bethany, the hair washing sinner (Luke 7:36-50 ) and a woman
caught in adultery (John 7:53-8:11) to be Mary Magdalene. Today
Mary it is s�ll represented as a pros�tute and repentant sinner. In
the Eastern Church the accepted view has always been that of
Mary as a saintly, foot-washing figure and, that the three key
incidents from the Bible, that Western churches conflate, involve
separate women.

Over the centuries, in art she has o�en been
depicted semi – naked or lavishly dressed. The
red cloak she is often seen wearing in earlier
pain�ngs symbolises true love and devotion as
a servant of Jesus. She soon took on other
characteristics, namely, as a pros�tute,
although there is no biblical reference to this
(she is depicted this way in the twen�eth-
century films Jesus Christ Superstar, The Last
Temptation of Christ, and The Passion of the
Christ), of penitence and even the first
Apostle. The film version of Dan Brown’s The
da Vinci Code portrays her according to the
Gnos�c Gospels as an intimate partner of
Jesus who bore his child.
The cult and legendary status of Mary,
together with an explosion of Magdalene
devotion developed in 12th Century Provence
and Burgundy and the founding of a shrine at
the Benedic�ne Abbey at Vezelay, France

where, in the 11th Century, Mary Magdalene
became the patron saint at the expense of the previous
incumbents; The Blessed Virgin Mary, St Peter, and St Paul. It
soon became the fourth most important pilgrimage site in
Chris�anity, only surpassed by Christ’s tomb in Jerusalem, St
Peter’s tomb in Rome and St James’ tomb in San�ago de
Compostela.

In order to make the legend that the body of Mary Magdalene lay
in the Abby more credible, a 13th Century book, ‘The Golden
Legend’, essen�ally a book of unfounded stories and legends
from the 11th Century wri�en by a Dominican Bishop, was cited.
It became a best seller and was translated into many languages.
This of course all helped to sustain the Vezelay myth and extend
the devotional cult across Europe.
The story of Mary Magdalene tells that, when she was preaching,
alongside Lazarus and Martha, she was persecuted and escaped
by sea, ending up in Provence in southern France. Here the story
tells us that she preached for thirty years. Supposedly, she grew
her hair long to hide her
nakedness and this was later to
be captured by many ar�sts.
Of course, the key moment of
our understanding comes from
the Bible and the scene in the
garden, where at first, she fails
to recognise Jesus. He calls her
‘Mary’, in a moment of great
tenderness, and she answers
with ‘Master’. Here the
concepts of penitence,
redemption, and hope, helped
to establish Mary as a forgiven
sexual sinner, as a universal
symbol for all.

Penitent Magdalene - Donatello

de Vos Maerten (late 16th Century)

Noli me tangere – Titian
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What could add to the hope of moving from the restrictions
of lockdown into a betterworld than the promises of

Southwell’s two major music festivals?
Southwell Music Festival is on track to take place
in late August. As in recent years locals and
visitors can enjoy concerts and performances
across the town, with a curated programme
featuring acclaimed singers and musician. There’s
also the opportunity for local musicians to take
part, whether that’s performing at a free Fringe
event or joining together at the ever-popular
Come and Sing.

Southwell Minster is the Fes�val’s main venue
and backdrop with the Minster
grounds being its epicentre. The
Fes�val has been gaining a national
reputa�on with fans of classical and
choral music. With many concerts
taking place in the Minster’s fine
surroundings and acous�cs, it offers a
memorable experience for seasoned
concert-goers and a warm welcome
to new audiences, with a programme
also featuring a family concert and a
variety of free fringe events. Fes�val
organisers are pleased to announce
their 2021 return, with a programme
of classical and choral music due to
take place in Southwell
from Wednesday 25 – Monday 30
August 2021.
Ar�stic Director Marcus
Farnsworth comments:
“We are delighted to announce that
the 2021 Southwell Music Fes�val will
go ahead in August. The Fes�val will
welcome world class instrumentalists
and singers to Southwell a�er what
has felt like a very long wait.

A�er the recent government
announcements, it looks hopeful that
we will be in a very different place in
August from where we are now, and
we will be monitoring the national
situa�on closely to ensure we can
present a festival that is stimula�ng,
upli�ing and also safe for both
audiences and performers.
Our Fes�val Friends have been
tremendously supportive in helping
us survive the pandemic. Our 2021
Friends Scheme will launch in March
and we hope you will consider joining
us. Your support will help us ensure a
successful Fes�val in 2021 and to
secure the future of the
organisation.”

The full Festival programme will be revealed at a
Launch event, due to take place on 28 May – look
out for further details to be announced soon.
Sponsorship opportunities will also be available
for local businesses wishing to show support for
the Festival this year.”

During the period of restric�ons, the Music
Fes�val has received support from Arts Council
England and DCMS Cultural Recovery Fund.
Following what has been a turbulent twelve

months for the arts and cultural
sector this funding has helped to
secure the Fes�val’s future.
Chair of Southwell Music Fes�val,
Thomas du Plessis comments: “This
grant from Arts Council England will
enable the festival to relaunch with
confidence and bring fantas�c live
music back to Southwell and the
glorious minster. We can’t wait to
welcome all our artists and audiences
back to Southwell in August.“

The Gate to Southwell Folk Fes�val
has found an even more attractive
venue. This year it is in a�rac�ve
parkland alongside the lake in
Kirklington. The organisers write;
“Following the sad cancellation of
larger gatherings, we're more and
more confident that well-organised
smaller festivals will prosper in 2021.
Given our size, we'll be able to go
ahead even if the current stage of the
roadmap is s�ll in place - though the
Government's aim is that we should
be in stage 4 as early as the end of
June. The move to the new site
means we have oodles of room
available for us all to spread out -
social distancing will not be an issue!

The advertised line up for 2 – 5
September 2021 includes The Young
‘Uns, Gigspanner Big Band, Spiers &
Boden, Anzo Lorenzo Band, The
Breath, Chris Wood and many many
more. Tickets are now on sale:
Weekend �ckets, from Friday to
Sunday, Weekend Extra tickets, from
Thursday to Sunday, Single day
�ckets, and Camping �ckets
(standard or large), only available to
those with Weekend �ckets. Lots
more information at h�ps://
www.gtsf.uk/.
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Alfred John Loughton (29th September 1865 to 27th December 1953)
John Loughton tells of a notable great uncle, and shares some of his work

Alfred John Loughtonthe son of Alfred and Mary Loughton (nÈe
Duckmanton), was born in Islington, Middlesex, England on the

29th September 1865. A�er his father died, Mary moved Alfred, his brother
William and sister Elizabeth Wakefield back to her hometown of Southwell
in No�nghamshire, and in the 1881 census they were listed as living in
Bar Lane.

When Mary's uncle, James Duckmanton died on 19
November 1881, Mary inherited the Old Southwell
Theatre at 4 Market Place from him, and this remained
Alfred's home un�l his death in 1953. The theatre was
reached via an alleyway which ran down the side of
Manchester House, a shop once belonging to Arthur
Chadburn who traded as a grocer, draper and wine
merchant. This shop and drapers’ business were later
bought by Alfred's brother William who had served his
apprenticeship there, together with 2 Market Place,
which was next to the Old Theatre.

William can be seen standing outside the shop watching
the parade go by with his daughter, Annie Mary
(Queenie). On the le� is the passageway to Alfred’s
house and workshops, and Alfred’s postcards can be
seen on display on the wall. The shop was eventually bought by
No�inghamshire County Council for £3,000 and demolished in 1950 to
widen access to Queen Street. It stood where one can now enjoy al-
fresco snacks and dining provided by The Old Theatre Deli.

Alfred was a man of many talents; a skilled violin maker, a whitesmith (a
metalworker who does finishing work on iron and steel such as filing,
lathing, burnishing or polishing), a bell-hanger and gasfi�er. He was a
keen collector of bu�erflies and moths. He was responsible for the
inven�on of the “SOUTHWELL” cycle and official repairer (first grade) to
the Cyclists' Touring Club (CTC), now rebranded as Cycling UK. He used
one of his bicycles to tour around the Bri�sh Isles, taking photographs
and lecturing as he travelled.
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Alfred owned the Old Theatre where, before his time, a young Lord Byron had taken part in local amateur theatricals, and where, during
Alfred’s �me (in 1930) George Bernard Shaw visited. By the time this photograph was taken it had been closed for some time.

Despite these many talents, skills and interests, Alfred is probably best remembered as photographer. He was a keen exhibitor of his
photographs and acquired over eighty awards from places as far apart as Canada, India, and Europe. He is credited with supplying
photographs for the No�inghamshire volume of Arthur Mee’s The King’s England, in which the account of a visit to Southwell Minster
includes the words; ‘We came upon a good old man whose family has cleaned the brass in the Minster for three generations’. Alfred
initialed and underlined ‘a good man’ in the copy that is s�ll in his family’s hands.

Alfred’s photographs make a significant contribu�on to Southwell’s recorded
history. Here are some examples:

The Ropewalk: In 1894 Richard Wilkinson inherited a rope making business
from his father Valentine Wilkinson. Situated in New Dyke Lane, this lane was
later renamed to Ropemakers Lane and is now called The Ropewalk. Richard
con�nued the business un�l about 1914.

The Ropewalk is now a busy thoroughfare and where much of Southwell buys
many of their groceries.

The Great Fire of Southwell: One of the most disastrous fires that has occurred in
the town took place on Sunday 18 June 1893, when the large flour mill belonging
to Mr. E. Caudwell was completely gu�ed. Nothing but the exterior walls of the
building remained. The fire, which was the second in the mill's history, started
shortly before 7.45am. It was first seen by a man named Larrington who lived
nearby. The building s�ll stands by the river Greet and has been converted into
flats.
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Inevitably, given that he was a photographer living in Southwell, the Minster featured in his repertoire:

The shafts of sunlight in the Minster’s nave are said to have been
created by members of Alfred's family banging the hassocks and
helpful vergers running up and down the nave waving cloaks, to
disturb the dust.

And finally, some forty years before Nikolaus Pevsner and Frederick
Attenborough visited in 1944 …

Alfred was a confirmed bachelor. He lived to the age of 88 years
and is buried in Holy Trinity Churchyard.
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Southwell Civic Society on its Fiftieth Anniversary
Peter Kent sketches the history of this important local organisation

July 2021 marks the fi�ieth
anniversary of the inaugural

mee�ng of Southwell Civic Society
at which the Minster was well
represented by Canon E E Roberts
and The Rev H C L Heywood who
were both elected to the first
committee.

The role of President has been
held by successive Bishops of
Southwell up to and including the
current Bishop, Paul Williams. The
first President, Denis Wakeling opened the Society’s Museum in
King Street Car Park. When Patrick Harris enthusias�cally
accepted an invitation to one of their social events in the Great
Hall, he even insisted that it concluded with fireworks in what is
now the Education Garden. In 2005 George Cassidy, a former
Planning Officer himself, presented the Society’s Civic Awards
aimed at recognising and encouraging buildings and schemes that
make a posi�ve contribu�on to Southwell’s built environment.

Since its inauguration, Southwell Civic Society has fiercely guarded
its independence. Members are drawn from most party-poli�cal
persuasions, and none, united in the common purpose of
protec�ng Southwell’s unique character. As a key element in this
unique character, it is unsurprising that the Minster has featured
significantly in the group’s ac�vi�es.

The Society was established to oppose District Council plans to
demolish the row of Sunnyside Co�ages which to this day make
such an a�ractive entrance to Westhorpe. Many other battles
have been fought over the last five decades, but there have also
been many pro-ac�ve ini�a�ves which contributed to the
con�nuing development of Southwell as a vibrant
community while retaining its unique historic and
landscape se�ing.

In 1974 a European Architectural Heritage Year grant was
obtained for improvements to the streetscapes of King
Street and Queen Street. As part of the project members
carried out a photographic survey of these streets which
makes an interes�ng comparison with a similar one done
26 years later in a millennium survey.

The Society converted a then derelict barn into a museum
in 1980 and mounted a series of temporary exhibitions
there for over ten years. Material gathered for these
exhibitions together with photographic surveys of the
town formed the basis of the Society’s archive of
photographs which were subsequently digi�sed with the
aid of a Heritage Lo�ery Fund grant. The booklet
‘Southwell-A History Walk’ by Be�y Arundel was published
in 1988. This proved to be so popular that it was updated
by Brendan Haigh and the latest version published in 2017
has been much in demand for ‘lockdown’ walks.

The Society’s planning committee
considers all Southwell planning
applica�ons, and its objective and
informed comments and
recommendations are much valued
by the District Council Planning
Authority. Members have
par�cipated in a number of
consultations and public enquiries
on local planning matters and also
made a major contribu�on to the
town’s Neighbourhood Plan
published in 2015 and currently
being reviewed.

The Civic Society led the opposi�on to inappropriate development
on the former Minster School site and, together with other
heritage groups in the town, organised the ‘Save Roman
Southwell’ campaign. This culminated in the generous donation of
Higgons Mead to the Minster by Duncan Higgons whose mother,
Jean, was an enthusias�c supporter and early commi�ee member
of the Society.

Recent achievements have been the replacement of the
crumbling milestone on the Saracens Head Hotel and making
publicly available digitised images of Alfred Loughton’s glass plate
photographs, currently held in the Minster’s Historic Library, on
the Society’s website www.southwellcivicsociety.com.

To commemorate their Golden Anniversary, the Society will be
providing plants for the Chapter House Leaves Education Garden
Project. Included will be an oak sapling grown by former
Chairman and current Planning Secretary, Mike Struggles from an
acorn from an ancient Southwell oak tree which may be as old as
the Chapter House carvings themselves.

Southwell Civic Society Barn Museum

Mike Struggles presen�ng the oak sapling to Amanda Rushen
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Farewell??
Dear Hugh and Vincent,

Thank you very much for your excellent edi�ng of Southwell Leaves. Your
content has provided clear and incisive informa�on, interpretation and
inspiration of Minster concerns and ini�a�ves and will be much missed. The
�me and commitment you have given the work must have been enormous
and we hope you will enjoy a richly deserved break. Please thank all members
of your team for their dedica�on to the quality and wide distribu�on of the
magazine especially in the last year’s difficult circumstances.

Yours sincerely, Helen and Patrick Sills

Food for thought, for the future
Christine Kent recently discovered this whilst
researching Holy Trinity Church’s records…

In the late autumn of 2018 I was coming towards the end of my
first year as a steward in The Minster. I was s�ll being very much
swept away by all the wonders of this special building, whilst at
the same time, trying to assimilate its historical and architectural
background, and all the magnificent artefacts, in order to
become, hopefully, a reliable source of information for visitors.

I have a keen interest in art and, I was very much struck by Peter
Eugene Ball’s Pieta in the South Transept. Although I had never
wri�en an article in my life before, only poetry, I decided to have
a go! I linked Peter’s work with other famous pieces, added some
images and sent it to Hugh Middleton. Interes�ngly, a few weeks
later, I met Peter for the first �me and apologised for not actually
informing him about my intended article. As an a�erthought, I
boldly asked if I could join the production team, adding, without
really thinking, that I could guarantee ar�cles. To my surprise,
Hugh agreed! This was the beginning of an enriching and fulfilling
two and a half years working with Hugh Middleton, Vincent
Ashwin, Robin Old, Chris�ne Kent, and Tony Tucker, our
wonderful printer and publisher.

I found editorial mee�ngs at first it rather daun�ng in terms of
mee�ng new people and trying to contribute ideas. However, the
warmth I immediately felt soon banished my apprehension. I
soon realised that producing this magazine was a huge
responsibility. (Indeed, to this day, I am s�ll amazed at how
Vincent and Hugh put each edition, of what is quite a professional
magazine, together.) Of course, Southwell Leaves magazine
requires a collec�ve crea�ve energy and in the pre-Covid days
si�ing around a table with a coffee sharing ideas and offering
contribu�ons, soon became a delight and something I looked
forward to.

Working on the production team has afforded me the opportunity
to write ar�cles on a range of interests and to share my passion
for them with readers. It has also been fun and fulfilling
contribu�ng to the magazine’s aesthe�cs.

I would like to offer a huge thank you all the team for
accommoda�ng me so readily and for their con�nuing warmth
and friendship.

My Journey through the Leaves
Tom Hislop writes about his experiences
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We are delighted to have re-opened and would like to thank our 
loyal customers for their support. 

There is a huge range of products on offer, both in-store and online, 
including a new range of Fairtrade toys.

Open 6 days a week (not Mondays).
We look forward to seeing you again soon!

All profits are donated to Southwell Minster to help maintain 
the building for future generations

The Cathedral Shop

www.southwellminster.org/shop
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