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Welcome to the February/March edition
of Southwell Leaves

At a Glance …
The full list of services is on the What’s On pages.
The programme associated with the ‘Crossings’
exhibition is on the back cover.

Friday 9 Feb

‘Crossings’ Art Exhibition opens

Saturday 10

3.0pm

Come and Sing Haydn Nelson Mass
Informal Performance

Tuesday 13

7.30pm

Community Forum and Shrove
Tuesday pancakes

Wednesday 14

8.0pm

Ash Wednesday. Sung Eucharist,
and Imposition of Ashes

Friday 16

12.15pm

Lunchtime at the Cathedral –
Brontë Appreciation

Sunday 18

5.00pm
7.30pm

Lent Lecture 1 (State Chamber)
Concert– Brahms’ Requiem – Minster
Chorale and St Peter’s Nottingham

Friday 2 March

12.15pm Lunchtime at the Cathedral
‘Sheepish Grin’

Sunday 4

5.00pm

Friday 16

12.15pm Lunchtime at the Cathedral –
Nottingham University pianists
7.30pm Organ Recital – David Briggs

Saturday 17

7.00pm

Nottingham Harmonic Choir
St Matthew Passion: JS Bach

Sunday 18

1.0pm

Christian Aid Lent Lunch
in the State Chamber
Passiontide Procession in the nave

6.30pm

Lent Lecture 1 (State Chamber)

Palm Sunday 25

Services include:
10.30am Sung Eucharist with Procession from
Our Lady of Victories
3.30pm Palm Sunday Evensong

Wednesday 28

7.30pm

Maundy Thursday 29
7.00pm

Good Friday 30

February and March; short days that get progressively longer
and harsh weather that grows progressively milder. Lent, that
climaxes in Passiontide and then Easter and Resurrection. As
Dean Nicola writes, a time of change and reflection.

Diocesan Renewal of Vows service
Services include:
Sung Eucharist with the Washing of
Feet, Stripping the Altars and Watch

Services include:
9.30am Stations of the Cross
10.30am The Liturgy of Good Friday
12.00-3.00 The Three Hours, Ven David Picken

Easter Day Sunday April 1
6.00am

8.00am
9.30am
11.15am
3.30pm

Lighting of the Easter Fire,
the Easter Liturgy &
Blessing the Easter Garden
Holy Communion with Hymns
Family Eucharist & Easter Egg Hunt
Sung Eucharist
Festal Evensong and Procession

In the weeks leading up to this publication our community has
lost several of its members, and as we remember them, we also
bear in mind the changes loss imposes upon those left behind
and the need to confront pain and loss, as Jesus did at
Gethsemane, however hard that might be.
Much less tragically this edition of Southwell Leaves refers to
changes to the Education Committee, to the Minster’s
administrative staff and to the membership of Chapter. In
particular we give thanks to Caroline Jarvis for her thirteen
years’ service and wish her well in retirement, and we welcome
Adele Poulson and Glenn Formoy into their new roles.
During this period Southwell Minster is pleased to be offering a
series of evening talks, each of which will followed by the office
of Compline. Robin Old provides us with some more information
about this prayerful way of ending the day. The talks will be
complemented by Rowan Williams’ book, God With Us, and will
weave around a major art exhibition the Minster will be hosting.
Crossings is designed to encourage visitors’ explorations of the
key Christian themes; crucifixion and resurrection. It will be
presented in two parts, along with parallel and supporting
events. More details are provided on page 18 and the full
programme can be found on the back cover. It promises to
provide an inspirational and moving set of experiences.
Alongside God With Us there is a wide choice of Lent readings,
many of which will be available in the Cathedral Shop, and we
have provided information about some of them. Bishop Paul is
offering opportunities for spiritual refreshment in several
locations across the diocese, and Churches Together in
Southwell is once again supporting a series of ecumenical
Lenten house groups. News of these is within.
Besides these seasonal offerings, this edition of Southwell
Leaves features the work of Christians Against Poverty,
information about the plight of Christians in Iran, and the
experience of maintaining a pen-friendship with an American
death-row prisoner. The Choir Association have provided a
reminder of what is missed by not attending Evensong, and
there is the usual supply of information and smaller snippets.
We trust you haven’t objected to paying £2 for it.
Hugh Middleton

The carving photographed for Southwell Leaves by Richard Jarvis
will be familiar to many. It is Peter Ball’s 1997 Ecce Homo
fashioned from an old railway sleeper. “Ecce homo”; “Here is
the man”. These were Pilate’s words to the crowd as he
presented the abused Christ to them. They answered “Crucify
him, Crucify him”. John 19:5-6. The carving can be found in the
North Quire aisle.
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Lent – a season for changes, great and small
from Dean Nicola Sullivan

W

hen I was an archdeacon I learned that there are
two main causes of complaint from congregations
about their clergy: removing the pews and altering the times
of services. We are all creatures of habit and most of us
instinctively resist change unless we can see ourselves
benefiting directly. I haven’t observed that Christians are
particularly different to everyone else in this respect, and
although our gospel invites us to discover a God ‘who is
forever doing a new thing’, celebrated most decisively in the
Easter story, when it comes to the crunch we find most
change – even in small doses – unwelcome. Cardinal John
Newman famously observed ‘To live is to change, and to be
perfect is to have changed often’, referring to that deeper
change of heart for which we may long and pray for during
Lent.

where people gather to
celebrate the church’s
liturgy through words,
music, silence and
symbols. As places of
worship, church
buildings are places
where the triune God is
invoked and expressed. It is what happens on these
occasions that makes the building a holy place.” 1
Maybe during this Lent you will want to join with the
midweek ‘happenings’ that make this wonderful Minster a
holy place for all who come.
Dean Nicola Sullivan

1
An essay ‘Cathedrals- What’s the point?’, Stephen Platten in
Thankfully the minor changes to midweek worship have
been uncontroversial. Although a 5.15pm Evensong/Evening ‘Holy Ground: Cathedrals in the twenty-first century’, Sacristy Press,
2017
Prayer is preferable in many ways, it would have been
problematic for some Lay Clerks and auxiliaries because of
their daytime work, and so 5.30pm is where we have settled.
Morning Prayer will precede Holy Communion every day,
and from Tuesday to Friday will be at 7.30am. We will
gather in St Oswald’s Chapel rather than the Quire as it is a
more intimate and inviting space. If you have not
experienced saying Morning Prayer with others I do
commend it as the best start to the day! The methodical
sequence of scripture readings, recitation of psalms, pauses
for reflection, and the opportunity to pray for the needs of
the world, the Church and the tasks of the day ahead within
a praying community, is profoundly enriching for the spiritual
life. Over the years I have found praying the Daily Office a
lifeline, especially on those days when, frankly, I don’t feel
like praying; or the day ahead seems so immense I enter into
it with anxiety and uncertainty. It is on those days that often
a phrase or word in the liturgy or Bible reading will plant
itself deep within and be on slow-release through the
coming hours. It is a time for listening to God and not
hurrying into the mental ‘to do’ list that craves my attention.
For those who can stay, Holy Communion will follow in one
of the usual side chapels but of course it is fine to come only
for one or other of the early morning services: there is no
pressure to be at both.

Why are we making these changes? It’s not about attracting
more people – although this may happen, and it’s not
change for the sake of trying something different. It is
because worship, the opus dei, must come before everything
else and we are to offer it to the best of our ability in a way
that is both accessible and yet also points us to the glory,
mystery and beauty of God revealed in Christ coming near to
us by the Holy Spirit. ‘The primary purpose, then, of both
church and cathedral, is to be a place of worship, a place
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Choral Evensong
'Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name'

C

hanging the time of weekday
Choral Evensong to 5.30pm
from 29 January prompts reflection
on the nature and significance of
choral worship in the mission of the
Minster, and of the special place
daily choral evensong holds in the
wider context of the nation's
cathedrals.

psalms and praise to God, the maker
of all things''. He was certainly
moved by the whole experience of
the musical offering; ''On a winter's
afternoon in the fading light, sitting
by the west door, the nave growing
darker around you, on a Friday when
the organ is silent, you hear the
voices of the invisible choir in the
distance, the chant swinging from
When Coventry Cathedral reopened
side to side, then, and then alone
Girls’ Choir rehearsing for Evensong
its doors in 1962, Canon Precentor
possibly, can you picture to yourself
Poole noted that ''worship without music doesn't easily
the Saxon, the Norman, the English, each in his day singing
soar''. The 'wonder' full tradition of music in worship is a
the same songs of praise to God the father of all'', an
powerful source of inspiration. Many are uplifted by the
experience that remains available to anyone who might
daily music of choral evensong in the 42 English cathedrals seek it.
and Oxbridge college chapels – an enduring, dignified, and
elegant tradition of worship; sublime music offered to the The earliest record of a named chorister is Milo Hogesone
glory of God in magnificent surroundings. If ''England's
(1469), and of a 'singing man'; George Thetford (1571).
cathedrals are the nation's glory'',1 then their musical
Records of those holding the role of Organist and Rector
traditions must be the Church of England's gem.
Chori date from 1455, when John Mery was appointed.
Since Southwell Minster became a cathedral in 1884, the
Across the country attendances at daily evensong have
choir of usually 16 boys and 6 men have sung daily
2
increased by over 60% in the last 10 years. BBC Radio 3’s services. In recent years this complement has expanded to
weekly Choral Evensong has been broadcast since 1926,
include 18 girls. An adult chamber choir of 30 voices (now
and is now a live service from a different cathedral/chapel known as Minster Chorale) was established in 1995. Boys’,
each Wednesday afternoon. It has a growing audience of girls’, and men’s voices can be heard singly or together at
now nearly a quarter of a million dedicated listeners.
different times of the week and on Sundays,
as notified in What’s On.
The value of closing the day reflectively cannot be
overestimated. Giles Fraser writes; [Choral Evensong can High quality choral church music is a very special
become] ''an emotional anchor, a way of patterning our
experience, and one we are pleased to offer most days of
lives with time and quietness. Our internal clocks are
the week. If you have yet to experience it, perhaps the
readjusted to tick along to a rhythm that is at once slower earlier time might encourage you. You will be welcomed
and yet more expansive than the one that regulates our
as part of ...''a traditional, tried and tested liturgy
souls throughout the rest of the day. It becomes a sort of
supported by excellent music prepared with all the skill
cradling''. In our own Order of Service for Choral
and care in the world where, on almost every day during
Evensong Canon Jacqui writes; ''The gift of the service to
term time, you can be guaranteed an experience which
those who come requires of you simply to be receptive,
will linger on ...” 3 If all of this is familiar, then we are
and allow yourself to be carried in song and
pleased to be providing something you clearly appreciate.
prayer''...''accepting that the responsibility for it is left in
For the poet George Herbert his time spent in prayer and
others' hands can offer greater freedom to be open to the cathedral music was his heaven on earth.
presence and grace of God.''. Worship is offered on behalf
of all and the participant is free to engage their own way. Michael Davidson
No demands are made. Even Richard Dawkins is quoted as (Secretary, Southwell Minster Choir Association).
having said... ''I have a certain love for Evensong''. Melvyn
1
Bragg, is known to check on the time of Evensong at the
Simon Jenkins; England’s Cathedrals. Little, Brown:
nearest cathedral when on his travels in the hope that he London. 2016
2
can attend.
Choral Evensong Project
3
David Butterworth, President of Nottingham and District
Southwell Minster’s musical tradition is venerable. W. A. Society of Organists. 2016
James dedicated ' Schools; The Southwell Grammar and
Song Schools' (1927) ...''to the choristers...who for more
than 900 years in the choir of their Minster have sung daily
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Southwell Churches Together
Lent Course
Churches Together have organized a Lent course,
running from mid-February to mid-March. It is a York
Course called ‘Receiving Christ in five different Ways’.
The eight groups will meet in homes at different times
on different weekdays. You can get more details from
Karen Edginton (01636 815 836) or Marian Welham
(01636 813 390), or from the website: http://
www.southwellchurchestogether.org.uk/lent-course-2018/
Outing to York
Gwen Bragg writes: I have already started collecting names so here
are the details. The date is Thursday 3 May and the coach leaves the
Cathedral Shop at 9 am. On arrival at York your time is your own, but
I have booked a tour of York Minster with Rev John Toy who moved
from Southwell two years ago. The coach fare will be approx. £12
and the group price to visit the Minster is £7.50. I shall collect the
coach fare beforehand and the Minster entrance money on the
coach. To book contact me on 812527, 0744 304 3712 or
g.bragg@virgin.net
Ladies’ Choir
Gwen Bragg writes: This year the Choir has been invited to sing on 2
occasions: at the Women's World Day of Prayer, in the Methodist
Church on Friday 2 March 2 pm, and at Lady Day service in the

Minster on Monday 9 April, also at 2 pm. When I send out
details to the Choir I usually get replies from about 30
singers but this year only 20 have agreed to sing. If there are
any ladies who would like to join us I would be extremely
pleased. The Women's World Day of Prayer service has been
put together by the women in Suriname in South America
on the theme "All God's Creation is Very Good!"

Southwell Minster Mothers'
Union
We usually meet on the third Thursday in each month
in Sacrista Prebend at 2.00 pm. In February we have no meeting;
instead on the Thursday 15 February at 12.30 we are going to lunch
at the Reindeer in Edingley. Any 'friends' are welcome to join us.
Jenny Hodson is taking orders in January as the menu has to be
chosen in advance (please phone Jenny on 01159 200443) and we
have a 'lucky bag' in to which everyone puts a present. In March we
will welcome the Dean who will talk to us about Lent disciplines and
the meaning of Lent. After the talk we have a short service before a
cup of tea. If you haven't been to one of our meetings make yourself
known to one of us.
Gwen Bragg (Secretary)

Tuesdays in Lent at the Minster
The Minster is hosting a very significant Art Exhibition during Lent and Easter entitled Crossings. Its twin themes of Crucifixion Now and
Resurrection Now are foundational to Christian faith, and we plan to explore both these subjects on Tuesday evenings in Lent at 7.30pm in
the Minster. There are more details of the exhibition on page 18 and on the back cover.
The pattern for each evening will be an address, which take will take one picture from the exhibition as its focus, followed by a service of
Compline.
Rowan Williams has written a book entitled God with Us, SPCK 2017 in which he writes of the meaning of the cross and resurrection- then
and now. The talks will stand alone but the book will be a very useful resource, and is highly recommended as Lent reading that will
supplement both the exhibition and the Lent course. See Lent Reading on page 25, and Robin Old’s article about Compline on page 24.
Canon Nigel Coates

Refresh in Lent 2018 with Bishop Paul
‘I am increasingly aware that sustaining momentum in “Growing Disciples wider, younger and deeper” is
dependent on the spiritual vitality of those who serve and lead across our churches,’ writes Bishop Paul.
‘Some have borne the heat through intense and uncertain seasons of ministry, others have carried the
burden of leadership in some area of church life or in their day to day working world. That is why I am going
to be hosting a series called Refresh in Lent, open to all but especially for anyone who exercises some aspect
of leadership in their church, workplace, or wider community.
St Swithun’s Retford
Monday 26 February and Monday 5 March
St John’s Mansfield
Tuesday 27 February and Tuesday 6th March
St Mark’s Woodthorpe
Thursday 1 March and Thursday 8th March
St Mary’s Newark
Monday 12 March and Monday 19th March
St Giles’ West Bridgford
Tuesday 13 March and Tuesday 20th March
St Margaret’s Aspley
Thursday 15 March and Thursday 22nd March

‘Refresh will take place over two consecutive weeks in
six locations around the diocese. I will be joined by some of the younger
leaders we are nurturing, who will contribute in different ways to the evenings:
all you need to do is come along open to receive and be refreshed. Further
publicity will be going out to parishes, though it may help to have the dates
now if you would like to integrate these evenings into other plans during Lent.”
Each evening will start at 7.30pm with refreshments, and finish by 9.30pm,
doors open from 7.15pm. This is a mini-series so it is hoped that people attend
both weeks, though it would be possible to attend a “second” evening in
another venue.
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Sad Times at the Minster

I

n the weeks since the last edition of
Southwell Leaves, no fewer than six
members of the Minster community have
died. We send our sympathy to their
families and those closest to them. These
sad losses in such a short period inevitably
affect the congregation, as each
contributed to the Minster in their own
way, and our life together with be poorer
without them.
Richard Godwin-Austen was a retired
consultant neurologist who had been
secretary of the World Federation of
Neurologists, and lived at Papplewick Hall.
Since moving to Southwell he was a
sidesman at the 8.00 and 11.15 services at
the Minster.
Julie Kelly was head of Religious
Education at Nottingham Girls’ High
School. One of her contributions to the
Minster was in planning, writing and
leading house groups, so that members of

the congregation had a forum to talk
about their faith and its implications.
Michael Austin ended his priestly ministry
as a residentiary canon of Southwell
Minster, when he was responsible for the
further training of clergy. Since retiring he
has been a friend to many at the Minster,
particularly those who enjoyed engaging
with his enquiring mind, and would talk to
anybody he met in Gossips and Al Fresco.
Jean Astle was a retired nurse, who spent
many years caring for her husband Derek
in their home on Westgate. At the Minster
she was a regular member of the
Thursday prayer group until she became
disabled, and until very recently hosted
one of the Minster house groups.

into residential care. He attended the 9.30
service every Sunday morning, offering
friendship to everyone.
Tom Homer, his wife Dorothy and
daughter Christine joined the Minster in
recent years, and Christine became a
server at the 9.30 service. Sadly Dorothy
died during 2017, and Tom died last
month. Despite their frailty, they had
been regular in their church attendance in
Southwell.
One of the funeral prayers says, ‘Though
death comes to us all, yet we rejoice in
the promise of eternal life’. We shall miss
these six stalwarts, but believe they are in
God’s hands and will, through their
prayer, continue to support what we do at
the Minster.

John Savage was a GP in Southwell for
many years, and was much loved in that
Vincent Ashwin
role. He cared for his wife Midge untill she
died a few years ago. He recently went

The Cracked Pot
A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on the end of
a pole which he carried across his neck. One of the pots was
perfectly made and never leaked. The other pot had a crack in it
and by the time the water bearer reached his master’s house it had
leaked much of its water and was only half full.
For a full two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering
only one and a half pots full of water to his master’s house. Of
course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments. But the
poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and
miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of what it was
made to do.
After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to
the water bearer one day by the stream. ‘I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologise to you.’ ‘Why’” asked the bearer.
‘What are you ashamed of?’ ‘I have been able, for these past two years, to deliver only half my load because this crack in my
side causes water to leak out all the way back to your master’s house. Because of my flaws, you have to do all this work, and
you don’t get full value from your efforts’, the pot said.
The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his compassion he said, ‘As we return to the master’s house I want
you to notice the beautiful flowers along the path.’
Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of the sun warming the beautiful wild flowers on the side of the
path, and this cheered it some. But at the end of the path, it still felt bad because it had leaked out half of its load, and so again
the pot apologised to the bearer for its failure.
The bearer said to the pot, ‘Did you notice that there were flowers only on your side of the path, but not on the other pot’s
side? That’s because I have always known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. I planted flower seeds on your side of the
path, and every day while we walk back from the stream, you’ve watered them. For two years I have been able to pick these
beautiful flowers to decorate my master’s table. Without you being just the way you are, he would not have this beauty to grace
his house.’
Each of us has our own unique flaws. We are all cracked pots. But if we allow it, God will use our flaws to grace his table. In
God’s great economy, nothing goes to waste. Don’t be afraid of your flaws. Acknowledge them, and you too can be the cause of
beauty. Know that in our weakness we find our strength.
Author unknown. Submitted by Peter Van de Kasteele.
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Caroline Jarvis: Thirteen Years as Chapter Clerk

M

ost readers will be aware that
Caroline Jarvis stepped down from
the role of Chapter Clerk at the end of 2017.
As a member of Chapter over the last six
years, but only within that capacity, I have
got to know her quite well. Shortly before
Christmas she was good enough to give me
some time to explore corners of her life that
might not be familiar to everyone, and an
opportunity to record our thanks to her for
thirteen years’ dedicated service. We met in
her Minster Centre office where packing up
and handing over were well on the way.
Caroline acknowledged inevitable sadness at
the closure of this chapter in her life, but was
also looking forward to moving onto the next
one, which will not involve moving house in
the foreseeable future and will involve
continuing association with Southwell
Minster.
Caroline’s life began in the Far East. Her
father was a Ghurkha officer who had been
captured during the Second World War and
survived the Burma railway. He stayed on as
a civilian, in Japan and in Hong Kong, until
Caroline was ten. There are warm memories
of Hong Kong harbour under British rule, and
other aspects of colonial life. After secondary
school in London she met Richard, the
creative photographer we know him to be.
The pair, in her own words, “went
travelling”, and eventually came to rest in
Vancouver for a time before returning to the
UK where she completed a degree in Art
History. They have two daughters; Georgina
who lives in East London and Emily who lives
in Stamford. In the summer of 2017 Caroline
became a grandmother, and that is
something else she is looking forward to
making more of now that her time will be
less crowded.
During her thirteen years as Chapter Clerk
Caroline has worked with three deans, and
with Canon Nigel as Acting Dean through two

independent, welcoming and broad minded’.
She has also found CAFA a source of support
and experience, knowing that there is always
someone who has faced that problem, or can
help you look at it in a different way’. She
clearly found a place in a very special and
uniquely English environment.
Before coming to Southwell Caroline had
managed The Pearoom in Heckington,
Lincolnshire, and its successor organisations.
The Pearoom was a local heritage, craft and
tourism centre. Such was its success that it
moved to larger premises in Sleaford, and
became the National Centre for Craft and
Caroline with grand daughter Isabella Rose
Design. Previously Caroline had worked in
interregnums; a challenge, perhaps, to
similar settings and roles, at the National
anyone’s adaptability, but one that she has
Maritime Museum in Greenwich and at the
risen to with grace. The role, she says, has
University of British Columbia’s Museum of
combined a heady mixture of financial
Anthropology. This background reflects
brinksmanship, the privilege of working with another passionate interest, in traditional
renowned architectural and archaeological
techniques and handiwork that, she feels,
experts, responsibility for representing the
need continuing support. We reflected upon
cathedral externally, and for managing a
William Morris and the part he played in
team of about a dozen people whose own
restoring the dignity of hand making goods
roles vary from verger, through gardener, to that are at the same time practical,
shop manager … to say nothing of the
attractive, and celebrate the craftsman.
cathedral clergy. It is a small team that
Southwell Minster’s Craft Fairs had already
covers a wide range of activities, and the
begun by the time Caroline took up her post.
Chapter Clerk’s job is to hold all those reins. Developing, nurturing, and ensuring that
It is testimony to how well that has been
they have become the renowned, highdone that Caroline is able to say, “Thank you! quality events they now are, are amongst her
I have enjoyed it so much”.
achievements. Another is the rich and varied
One reason why her role worked so well is
series of visual arts exhibitions Caroline has
that Caroline has looked beyond Southwell
arranged; some fifty over the course of the
and into the lives of other cathedrals. From last nine years, and more before then. She is
the start she made it her business to be
not leaving town and she is not walking away
active within the Cathedral Administration
from Southwell Minster. We are sure to see
and Finance Association (CAFA) and became and enjoy more of Caroline’s passions for the
their Chair in 2011. This meant a place on the hand-made and the visually expressed, as
Executive Board of the Association of English well as for English Cathedrals. Thank you,
Cathedrals, which she held until her recent
Caroline, but certainly not “goodbye”.
decision to retire. Those six years have been
an opportunity to experience our cathedrals Hugh Middleton
in the round. As Caroline put it,’ they are the
Church of England’s flagship; eclectic,

Food: tinned or microwavable sponge puddings; packets of
instant mash; jam; long life juice; long life UHT milk;
Many thanks to all who support the Newark Foodsugar; chocolate biscuit bars.
bank; through donations of food and other houseNon-food items: washing up liquid; laundry liquitabs/tablets;
hold goods, by collecting Southwell-wide donations from four
shampoo; loo rolls; men’s toiletries.
churches and three retail outlets (the Coop, One-Stop and
Please bring these to the Minster or drop them off at one of the
Lloyds), and by delivering them to the Foodbank store. Donaother collection points. The need is growing, not least among
tions are gratefully received in the box as you enter the Minster families with members in low-paid work, so the more we can
every Sunday, and then taken up and blessed with the collection give, and encourage others to give, the more local people who
before going to the Foodbank.
are desperate will be helped. If you’d like to volunteer your help
In the 2016-2017 year nearly two thousand people, a third of
with, for instance, transporting donated goods from Southwell to
whom were children, received food and other necessities from
Newark, then please get in touch.
Newark Foodbank. The equivalent national figure was 1.2 million In addition, let us pray for all foodbank users and voluntary helppeople – with a similar third of the total being children. In the
ers - and for changes in national economic and political policies
country as a whole 428 foodbanks are now run by the Trussell
which will enable foodbanks to be phased out through lack of
Trust, of which Newark is one.
need for them, as quickly as they have come about.
The Foodbank issues a list of shortfall items every month – priority needs at the moment are:
Patrick Sills, Chair, Minster Justice Action Group

Newark Foodbank
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Sacrista Prebend Retreat House
A Quiet Space in the Heart of Southwell

E

aster, and therefore Lent, comes early this year. So if you are
thinking about a way to deepen your journey in faith this Lent, a
day spent at Sacrista Prebend Retreat House might be something to
consider.
If you have never been to a quiet day before, or if you have worries
about spending time by yourself in silence, then Sally Smith’s day on
Saturday 3 February would be a good way to explore this way of
developing your relationship with God. Sally is an experienced guide
in different ways of prayer, and there will be time to talk to others
about learning to be with God in stillness.
Later in February, the Archdeacon of Nottingham, Sarah Clark, will
lead a day when we focus on Jesus as he appears in the stories of his
resurrection in the Gospel of John. This promises to be a day when we
can be nourished by encountering the Risen Christ in our lives as well
as in the pages of the Bible.
This year there will be a major art exhibition in the Minster during
Lent. Two of the artists involved will lead a quiet day at the Retreat
House, including a tour of the exhibition. This will be a wonderful
opportunity to pray with art and to learn from the artists themselves,
and will provide yet another way of marking the Lenten season as we
seek to grow closer to God.
If you would like to book a place on any of the days detailed below,
please contact us at Sacrista Prebend, 4 Westgate, Southwell, Notts
NG25 0JH 01636 816833 sacrista_prebend@btinternet.com

May 2018. 40 significant artists will
fill the Minster with new artworks
responding to the two themes. The
exhibition is divided into two distinct
parts: Crucifixion Now and
Resurrection Now. Artists include:
Sacrista
John Newling, Hilary Tinley, Biggs
Prebend
and Collings, Tai-Shan Schierenberg,
Peter Howson, Mark Cazalet,
Nicholas Mynheer, Susie Hamilton,
Paul Benney, Chris Gollon, Iain McKillop, and many others.
Two Quiet Days are being held to link with the exhibition, one for each
theme. Book both either one. Both of the days will include input from
Crossings artists Iain McKillop and Matthew Askey, a special tour of
the exhibition, discussion, and time for reflection and quiet prayer.
The Quiet Day on Saturday 3 March is based on the exhibition
Crucifixion Now.
The Resurrection Now Quiet Day will be at Sacrista Prebend on Sat 28
April 2018.
Matthew Askey is an artist and is Southwell Minster School Chaplain.
Matthew organised and curated the Crossings exhibition with the
support of the Minster Creativity and Events
group. www.matthewaskey.com

Iain McKillop is a painter working mainly in the field of Christian
Quiet days cost £20 including hot drinks throughout the day. We start
religious art. He is ordained, and has exhibited works in cathedrals
with coffee at 9.45am and close with a cup of tea at 3.30pm. Please
and churches throughout the United Kingdom.
bring your own lunch.
Saturday 3 February 2018
A Quiet Day for Beginners led by Sally Smith
If you wonder what happens on a quiet day and are unsure what to
expect from such a day, then this is the day for you. There will be
opportunities to ask questions as well as spending some of the day
with God in the company of others seeking to find out more.
Sally Smith is commissioning editor for the Bible Reading Fellowship
publication, Quiet Spaces. She is experienced in leading quiet days,
and enjoys creating spaces for prayer. She is a spiritual director in the
Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham.
Thursday 15 February
“Come and have breakfast”
Encounters with the Risen Christ by the Sea of Galilee in John
Chapter 21.
The final chapter of John’s Gospel is like a table laid with the richest
fare to feed the person who is seeking to follow the Risen Lord Jesus.
Come and see what the Lord Jesus desires to feed you with.
The Venerable Sarah Clark was installed as Archdeacon of Nottingham
in 2014. Previously she held posts as Team Rector of Clifton in the
Nottingham Archdeaconry and Rector of Carlton-in-Lindrick and
Langold with Oldcotes in the Newark Archdeaconry. Sarah is deeply
committed to the Anglican presence in local communities, serving
local people and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them.
Saturday 3 March
Crucifixion Now
Crossings: Art and Christianity Now is a major two-part exhibition of
contemporary art taking place at Southwell Minster from 9 Feb-15
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It’s not Abstract Art,
it’s a collection of medieval fragments

T

he fire of 1711 destroyed not only roofs, bells, clock and organ, but
also windows. As a result, very little original, medieval stained glass
has survived intact. The East windows featured in the October/November
edition of Southwell Leaves are late -16 century but they were brought
here in 1818. As Heather Sirrel’s leaflet, Nottinghamshire Churches’
Medieval Stained Glass identifies, early stained glass can be found in
Halam, St Michael; Newark, St Mary Magdalene; Holme, St Giles;
Fledborough, St Gregory; Averham, St Michael and All Angels and East
Markham, St John the Baptist, but despite the building’s antiquity, little in
Southwell Minster.
What there is, was salvaged from the fire. Larger fragments are found in
the Chapter House and deserve more detailed attention on another
occasion. Others make up the otherwise unusual window towards the
East end of the South Quire aisle, a feature that might, on first impression,
appear to be a piece of late -20 century abstract art. In fact, it is the result
of re-leading a large collection of medieval fragments found in the room
above the Chapter House vestibule. They have been assembled in what
seems to be a rather haphazard fashion and little can be identified in the
mêlée: a blond-haired head in the bottom-right; a creature – probably a
dragon – in the bottom-left. One thing we do know is that the large letter
B near the top stands for Butler, who re-leaded the window in the 1920s.
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A Friend on Death Row
I have a pen friend who is on Death Row in the USA. John (not
his real name) is 51 years old and has been in prison in California for 25 years, having been found guilty of abduction and
murder. Meanwhile endless appeals grind their way through
the courts, which could result his being granted a life-sentence
- still without release - rather than execution. I can hardly imagine what it must be like to live under such circumstances,
but I am also struck by the resilience of this man who has now
become a friend. I find it both humbling and rewarding to exchange letters with him.
He sometimes sends his own poetry and short stories, including evocative descriptions of the beautiful forests and mountains of Colorado where he grew up. His words can also be
hard hitting, for example describing prison dentistry or the desperate need for privacy when you live in a cage. In spite of
times of near despair, he has managed to retain his sense of
humour. For example he sent me, with some relish, this cartoon, which originally accompanied an article in the Los Angeles Times, about a psychological support system for inmates
which John had helped to establish at his prison. He enjoys
hearing about Southwell and places we visit, and says that
news and details like this help to expand his inner world.
The organisation which facilitates letter writing to Death Row
prisoners is 'Lifelines': www.lifelines-uk.org.uk. This was begun
in 1988 after its founder, Jan Arriens, watched the BBC documentary Fourteen Days in May (still available on YouTube),
about the dignity and courage of a particular prisoner before
his execution. Lifelines spread nationally and internationally,
and now produces a quarterly newsletter, Wings of Friendship,
featuring remarkable written and pictorial contributions by

prisoners.
Today 31 of the 50 American States have the death penalty,
with just under 3,000 people on Death Row, 54 of whom are
women. Lifelines has a waiting list of prisoners who would like
a pen friend; if you feel drawn to exploring this I'd happily give
more details. Many prisoners have very little support, and are
often rejected by their families and society at large. Writing
letters can make an enormous difference, helping them to feel
that they are still part of the human race, whatever crimes
they have committed. And, in my experience, the creative and
healing effect of this correspondence is a two-way gift.
Angela Ashwin
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Notes from Chapter

D

ean Nicola has already said this on more than one
occasion, but it can’t be said too many times. Many,
many thanks from Chapter for all the support from volunteer
stewards, sidesmen and women, servers and others who helped
open the Minster’s doors so wide over the Christmas period. We
estimate that this amounted to nearly 13,000 people coming for
services and concerts between Advent Sunday and Christmas
Day, each experiencing its atmosphere and mystery during that
time. This is yet another reminder of the affection with which
the Minster is held in the hearts of the local community, across
the county, and by those that more actively support its mission.
A gift to all of us.
As Canon Nigel reported in the last edition of Southwell Leaves,
the Heritage Lottery Fund has granted us development funds to
advance the Chapter House project. The process of appointing a
project manager has begun. February 3 will see a one-day
conference; “After Pevsner” that has had to be moved from the
State Chamber to the Nave in response to an overwhelming
demand for places. Chapter are delighted to see this project
getting off to such a successful start.

forward as candidates to
succeed them. It is
important these roles
remain occupied by
individuals minded to
represent the interests of
parish and local
community, and are able
to take on roles of
responsibility within the
Chapter as it develops and
delivers a strategic plan for
mission, growth and
ministry. Hugh and Vicky, Canons Nigel and Jacqui, or Dean
Nicola would be happy to say more about what is involved in
being a Chapter member, informally and in confidence, if
approached.

Chapter continues to deliberate the pros and cons of moving
administrative functions to Jubilee House. The meeting on
January 16 considered an interim paper from its working group
that included the views of staff, and some of the practical and
Other appointments that are coming into effect include those of financial implications. Their conclusion was that more detail,
Adele Poulson and Glenn Formoy. As previously announced,
which is being sought, is needed before clear recommendations
Adele is joining us to take up Caroline Jarvis’ reins as Chapter
can be made. Do note the date of the next Community Forum
Clerk. She will begin on a part time basis in early February and
which is, as traditionally, Shrove Tuesday (February 13) when
become full time at the beginning of March. Adele brings
pancakes will be served and this and other conversations can be
considerable relevant management skills and experience which continued.
will be invaluable as the Cathedral’s administration moves
through a period of transition. Southwell Leaves intends to
publish more about her and her background in the next edition.
Glenn will have started as a full time Head of Marketing and
Events by the time this is published. Chapter is looking forward
to working with him to widen knowledge and appreciation of
Southwell Minster locally and nationally, and to initiate and
enable even greater use of our facilities. We look forward to
seeing a lot of Adele and Glenn as they begin to become part of
the community.
Chapter has formally said “farewell” but not “goodbye” to
Caroline Jarvis and to Lindy Todd. Lindy continues in her role as
Church Warden and Caroline will continue to live in Southwell
and participate in the life of the Minster. There is a more
detailed expression of our gratitude to her for thirteen years as
Chapter Clerk elsewhere in this edition.
On January 16 Shaun Boney attended his first Chapter meeting.
Shaun will serve, initially, for a period of three years. He has
been appointed by the Bishop and Bishop’s Council and will
bring much valuable experience from his professional
background, latterly in strategic planning, leading and working
within teams at a high and senior level with Boots. But it is as a
Chief Steward, that we best know Shaun, for his passionate
support of the Minster’s ministry to visitors. We are grateful to
him for offering time for this additional new role and look
forward to his contribution.
Vicky Thorpe and Hugh Middleton come to the ends of their
terms of office as elected parish representatives to Chapter in
April of this year. Both can say that they enjoy the role and the
opportunities it offers, and encourage others to put themselves
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What’s On at Southwell Minster
PLEASE NOTE
Regular Morning Prayer:
Sunday & Tue to Fri 7.30am
Monday & Saturday 8.30am
KEY TO VENUES
SC State Chamber
SP Sacrista Prebend
TH Trebeck Hall
Q Quire

9 FRIDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
7.00pm Opening of ‘Crossings’
10 SATURDAY
Scholastica, sister of Benedict,
Abbess of Plombariola, c. 543
9.00am Holy Communion
3.30pm SMCA Come and Sing
Informal Performance
5.30pm Evening Prayer

KEY TO CHOIRS
CC Cathedral Choir
BV Boys’ Voices
GV Girls’ Voices
LC Lay Clerks
MC Minster Chorale
Mct Minster Consort
C Congregational
VC Visiting Choir

11 SUNDAY
THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [MC]
11.15am Mattins [CC]
3.30pm Evensong [CC]

February

13 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7.30pm Community Forum
with pancakes

4 SUNDAY
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [GV]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [CC]
3.30pm Evensong [CC]
5 MONDAY
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evensong [GV]
6 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7 WEDNESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
8 THURSDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evensong [CC]

12 MONDAY
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evensong [GV]

14 ASH WEDNESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
1.10pm Holy Communion and
Imposition of Ashes [Q]
3.30pm Messy Minster [TH]
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
8.00pm Sung Eucharist and
Imposition of Ashes [MC]
15 THURSDAY
Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden,
1045; Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder
of the SPCK & SPG, 1730
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evensong [CC]

16 FRIDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Lunchtime at the
Cathedral:
Brontë Appreciation
5.30pm Evening Prayer
17 SATURDAY
Janani Luwum, Archbishop of
Uganda, Martyr, 1977
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [VC]
18 SUNDAY
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [C]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [VC]
3.30pm Evensong [VC]
5.00pm Lent Lecture I [SC]
7.30pm Concert: Brahms Requiem
19 MONDAY
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
20 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Lent Address & Compline
21 WEDNESDAY
Ember Day
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
22 THURSDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evening Prayer
23 FRIDAY
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna,
Martyr, c.155
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
24 SATURDAY
Ember Day
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [VC]

13 Southwell Leaves February-March 2018

25 SUNDAY
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [C]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [VC]
3.30pm Evensong [VC]
26 MONDAY
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
27 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7.30pm Lent Address & Compline
28 WEDNESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer

March
1 THURSDAY
David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of
Wales, c. 601
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
12.30pm Curate Training Day
Eucharist
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
2 FRIDAY
Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,
Missionary, 672; D. H. Lawrence,
Nottinghamshire poet and author.
Women’s World Day of Prayer
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Lunchtime at the
Cathedral – Sheepish Grin
5.30pm Evensong [LC]
3 SATURDAY
John Pratt, third Provost of
Southwell, 1992
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
7.30pm Concert:
NTU Chamber Choir

4 SUNDAY
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [MC]
11.15am Mattins [CC]
3.30pm Evensong [CC]
5.00pm Lent Lecture II [SC]
5 MONDAY
‘Time Travelling’ for key stage 2
children until Friday.
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
6 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7.30pm Lent Address & Compline
7 WEDNESDAY
Perpetua, Felicity and their
Companions, Martyrs at Carthage,
203; William Mompesson
Prebendary of Southwell, Minster
reformer, 1709
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
8 THURSDAY
Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln,1910;
Felix, Apostle to the East Angles, 647;
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest,
Poet
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion [SP]
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
9 FRIDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
10 SATURDAY
9.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Conference:
‘The Spirit of Art Now’
5.30pm Evensong [MC]
11 SUNDAY
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT;
MOTHERING SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Jazz Eucharist [GV]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [CC]
3.30pm Evensong [CC]
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12 MONDAY
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
13 TUESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7.30pm Lent Address & Compline
14 WEDNESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
15 THURSDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
16 FRIDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Lunchtime at the
Cathedral – Pianists from
the University of
Nottingham
5.30pm Evensong [CC]
7.30pm Silent Film
Accompaniment King of Kings
David Briggs (organ)
17 SATURDAY
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [LC]
7.00pm Concert:
JS Bach St Matthew
Passion - Nottingham
Harmonic Choir
18 SUNDAY
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT;
Passiontide begins
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist [C]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [LC]
1.00pm Christian Aid Lunch
6.30pm Passiontide Procession
[CC]
19 MONDAY
JOSEPH OF NAZARETH
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Festal Evensong [GV]

20 TUESDAY
Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
Missionary, 687
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
7.30pm Lent Address & Compline
21 WEDNESDAY
Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Reformation Martyr,
1556; Christopher Wordsworth,
Bishop of Lincoln, 1885
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
22 THURSDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
12.30pm Silence and Meditation
5.30pm Evensong [LC]
7.00pm Minster School Concert
23 FRIDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
All day Minster School Services
5.30pm Evensong [LC]
24 SATURDAY
Walter Hilton of Thurgarton,
Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396;
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San
Salvador, Martyr, 1980
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
25 SUNDAY
PALM SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Sung Eucharist with
Procession from Our Lady
of Victories [CC]
3.30pm Evensong [MC]
4.45pm Westgate and Faith &
Light Palm Sunday Service

28 WEDNESDAY
Wednesday of Holy Week
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Diocesan Chrism
Eucharist [MC]
29 MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.00pm Sung Eucharist with the
Washing of Feet,
Stripping of the Altars and
the Watch [CC]
30 GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am Stations of the Cross
10.30am Good Friday Liturgy [CC]
12.00pm The Three Hours, led by
the Ven David Picken
5.30pm Evensong [CC]

2 MONDAY
Monday of Easter Week
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
3.30pm Organ Recital:
Paul Provost
5.30pm Evening Prayer
3 TUESDAY
Tuesday of Easter Week
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
4 WEDNESDAY
Wednesday of Easter Week
8.00am Holy Communion
12.15pm Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evening Prayer
5 THURSDAY
Thursday of Easter Week
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer

31 SATURDAY
EASTER EVE
4.30pm Evensong [LC]
7.00pm Confirmation Service [CC]

6 FRIDAY
Friday of Easter Week
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [VC]

April

7 SATURDAY
Saturday of Easter Week
9.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [VC]

1 SUNDAY
EASTER DAY
6.00am Lighting of the Easter Fire,
the Easter Liturgy &
Blessing of the Easter
Garden [Mct]
8.00am Holy Communion
with Hymns
9.30am Family Eucharist
and Easter Egg Hunt [MC]
11.15am Sung Eucharist [CC]
3.30pm Festal Evensong
and Procession [CC]

26 MONDAY
Monday of Holy Week
9.00am Holy Communion [SP]
5.30pm Evensong [GV]

8 SUNDAY
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Sung Eucharist [VC]
3.30pm Evensong [VC]

Racial Justice Sunday Service
Sunday 11 February 2018
There will be a service held in the
evening (time to be confirmed)

God’s Vineyard,
292 Derby Road,
Nottingham,
NG7 1QF
kind permission of
Pastor Ezekial Alawale.
The Rt Revd Tony Porter,
Bishop of Sherwood, will preach.

27 TUESDAY
Tuesday of Holy Week
8.00am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evensong [BV]
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Church Action on Poverty Sunday: 11
February 2018.

A

ll human beings are equal in God’s sight and therefore should be in
ours. Those who are less equal than others are particularly loved by
God and should be by all members of God’s church. It is a Christian
imperative, as commanded throughout the Old and New Testaments, to
share God’s love for, and identification with, those who are poor, to seek
to relieve poverty, and to challenge and try to change the forces within
society which lead to extreme inequality, destitution and its associated
despair.
This is the commitment of Church Action on Poverty. As their literature
says, ‘throughout his ministry Jesus listened to people who were on the
margins of society. He made visible those who were overlooked, and
gave them hope. Our churches are called to follow Jesus’ example: to
listen to voices from the margins and make them heard, so that things can
change’.
Southwell Minster’s Justice Action Group has been supporting Church
Action on Poverty for several years. Sunday 11 February is Church Action
on Poverty Sunday. That Sunday the group will be displaying material
from Church Action on Poverty (CAP), and providing leaflets which include
a moving prayer for our use. Liz Rose and Val Cleworth are organising a
cake stall to raise money which will go to CAP. Please support their
initiative by providing and buying cakes and donating to their collection.
Official figures tell us that one in five of the UK’s population are poor,
including many children and members of families who are in work. In
such a wealthy country this is a scandal and shame. Let’s join God’s cause
and, as the CAP literature says, ‘give, act and pray’.
Patrick Sills, Chair, Justice Action Group.

The Canaanite Woman. Contemporary Resonances?

H

ere is a dramatized version of that familiar Gospel account;
Matthew 15:21–28 and Mark 7:24–30 provided by Marie
Pattison and publicised by Church Action on Poverty.

‘It was unusual, in the first place, to have a rabbi visit here. Rabbis
didn’t come here. This is where the sinners live, this is where the
enemy lives. I didn’t expect sympathy. But I had heard tales of a man
of great power – who healed the sick, cured the lame and stilled the
waves. I expected power. I was not expecting his followers to be
sympathetic either. I was expecting exactly what I got: sidelong looks
from pious people who don’t want to hear a woman shouting.

The rest was theatre. History will
tell this man’s story and people
will wonder if he wounded me
with harsh words, but this man’s
power was from a loving heart; to
hurt me was beyond him. He had a
loving heart and a sharp mind. “It
is not fair to take the children’s
Acknowledgement: Sight and
food and throw it to the dogs.” he
Sound Magazine
said. I saw them nod and gave
them a moment to admire his intellect. I held his gaze. I knew my
line: “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
master’s table.” I wanted to laugh, like anyone who has succumbed
to the begging eyes of a faithful hound and fed it from their own
plate. I saw my amusement echoed in his own face. Here was a man
who loved to talk, debate, ask a good question and get a good
answer.

But one thing I had learned, as the mother of a sick child, was
shouting. You learn to shout. You shout at those who wish her ill. You
shout at those who would harm her. You shout at those who would
drive her away. You shout for her right to be loved. You shout for her
right to live. You shout for a cure. Then you whisper. You whisper
gentle and quiet to her, to be heard above the loudness in her mind.
So, I was shouting with all that was in me that day. “Have mercy on
His hand raised me up. “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
for you as you wish.” It was done in that moment. I returned to my
“Send her away,” they said. We have heard “send her away” too
girl. Happy. Healthy. Whole.’
many times for it to sting, only to bruise on an already hurt place
©Marie Pattison, 2016 (first published in Roots magazine)
deep inside.
The core of Ken Loach’s acclaimed film I, Daniel Blake is encounters
I heard him say “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
by those marginalised, with harsh, rigid and inhumane institutions.
Israel.” Fair enough, we weren’t his responsibility, my daughter and I.
One is that of Katie (Hayley Squires), a single mother striving to
But fierce love and fierce need brought me forward and I knelt
provide for her two children. Here she is, “shouting” in desperation
before him. Then I saw his face. I saw his eyes, so full of compassion,
at those with power … in much the same way the Canaanite Woman
so full of empathy. I knew that I was known to him. I knew my
might have done? Virginia Moffat has written an interesting Lent
precious child was known to him. I knew he would help me. I knew I
book based upon the film. See page 23
only had to ask. So I asked “Lord, help me,” and I saw my answer in
his face.
Hugh Middleton
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Our Partners Worldwide

T

he Minster community continues to
be enriched by the people it
supports with prayer, money and
friendship. On page 20 there is an article
about the mission of St Stephen’s church
in Hyson Green, including their inter-faith
work. Last month we featured Framework,
the Nottingham-based charity which works
with the homeless.

Minster. Last year’s door-to-door
collection raised £7232.80, and an
additional
£436.57 was
raised from the
Lent Lunch. CA
Southwell was
the second
highest door-to-door fund-raiser in the
East Midlands. Thank you to all the
collectors.

classes, interpreters, and practical help to
those who have nothing. The churches in
Southwell take a car-load of food and
other necessities to their centre on the
first Monday of each month.

A few years ago we sent money to Starfish
Zambia, an educational charity run by
British businessmen and supported by
churches. This helps industrious young
The Very Revd Hosam Naoum, Dean of St
people to go to
George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem, is visiting
university, get an
England in March and will almost certainly The Lent Lunch will take place on March 18 education, and train to
come to Southwell Minster. On March 17 in the State Chamber. On May 9 the
be engineers, teachers
he is a keynote speaker at a conference in annual Christian Aid service will be hosted and nurses. Their
Birmingham organized by USPG, the oldest by the Minster at 7.00pm; there will be a
latest report includes a
Anglican mission agency, entitled:
speaker who works for Christian Aid. The
letter of thanks from
‘Rethinking Mission: Living in a religiously collection week will be 13-19 May; new
Maseka (right), who
diverse World’. It is hoped he will come to collectors would be most welcome.
writes: ‘I am thanking
Southwell to meet his many friends here. Christian Aid is currently running eleven
God that through your
emergency appeals, and the Rohingya
financial help I am currently the head of
crisis is the latest.’
mines’ health, safety and environment for
[We raised £604 for Rohingya refugees
the smelter department with Mopani
with a special bucket collection in
copper mines in Mufulira. May God
September.]
continue blessing you so that you bless
others.’
The Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
Refugee Forum continues its work to
Finally, a correction about Mission
support those seeking refuge in this
Aviation Fellowship and the work of
country. It also
Stewart Ayling that we support in
campaigns for a fairer
Tanzania: I wrote that we sent £1000pa in
sharing of the world’s
recent years. In fact we sent £600 in 2015,
Christian Aid will host a Lent Lunch for all resources, and for the
£500 in 2016, £1000 in 2017, and will send
the churches again this year. Val Cleworth creation of a caring local
£1250 this year.
is a Minster representative on Southwell’s environment for those
CA committee; she writes: ‘We were
escaping war and
Vincent Ashwin
delighted when Helen Sills volunteered to destitution in their home countries. It
join the Christian Aid committee for the
offers general advice, English language

Recent Changes to the Education and
Libraries Committee
Christine Whitehouse has recently retired as honorary librarian.
She took on the role four years ago and has done a wonderful job,
following in the footsteps of her husband Brian, ensuring that a
precious asset of the Minster has been kept in good order and
increasingly well used. Of particular note has been the regular
exhibitions in the Chapter House passage and the Open Days
which have attracted visitors in good numbers. It is a job that
requires dedication, studious attention to detail, and a welcoming
presence. The Cathedral Chapter and the wider Minster
community are very grateful to Christine for fulfilling these
requirements so faithfully.

John Shepherd who remains as assistant librarian, and there will
be a number other volunteers in due course.

In succession to Christine, we are pleased to welcome Marion
Oswald who continues the family dynasty. Marion is extremely
well qualified to take on the role. She will also have the support of

Canon Nigel Coates

Also stepping down is Patrick Sills as House Group Coordinator.
One of the features and strengths of the Minster community are
the regular House Groups that over 70 of our number regularly
attend. They offer highly valued informal opportunities for study,
prayer and fellowship. Over the last ten years or so they have been
increasingly integrated with the education programme of lectures
and sermon series. This has largely due to Patrick’s vision, energy,
arm twisting and organisational skills. We are indebted to him and
anticipate that we shall need at least three people to replace him.
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Crossings: Art and Christianity Now

F

rom February-May Southwell Minster will be host to an
inspiring major art exhibition which will encourage visitors to
explore, through art, two key Christian themes: crucifixion and
resurrection. Crossings: Art and Christianity Now is a two-part
exhibition which will fill the Minster with 100 new works of art by
36 significant artists, twice! The first half of the exhibition,
Crucifixion Now, will be on show during Lent from 9 Feb-21 March,
and the second part, Resurrection Now, during Easter from 1 April10 May, Ascension Day. There will also be education work tied-in to
the exhibition with school visits and a full programme of supporting
events for all to enjoy. Crossings is unique to Southwell and will not
be seen anywhere else.
The artists will each present two new works made especially for
Crossings, one for each half of the exhibition, and part of the
artists’ brief was to explore the two themes in a new way, visually
refreshing our engagement with suffering in our world today
(Crucifixion) and the hope of new life in the world today
(Resurrection).
Crossings is free for all visitors to see, and is generously supported
by a full-colour publication which all visitors are encouraged to buy
(£5). This 52-page Exhibition Guide includes all of the artworks on
show in both halves of the exhibition, as well as information about
the artworks and artists to help visitors get the most out of viewing
Crossings. It also presents a special exhibition essay written for us
by Dr Alison Milbank, our Canon Theologian at Southwell Minster.
The 36 artists involved have been hugely supportive of this project,
and it is with thanks for their contributions and excellence that
Crossings enables the Minster to present an exhibition of both
National and International significance. Artists include: Sophie
Hacker, Nicholas Mynheer, Mark Cazalet, Iain McKillop, Susie
Hamilton, Chris Gollon, Biggs and Collings, Tai-Shan Schierenberg,
Paul Benney, Kaori Homma, Siku, Ian Adams, Jean Lamb, Enzo
Marra, Matthew Krishanu, John Newling, Lee Maelzer, Jennifer Bell,
Derek Sprawson, Sarah Shaw, Ray Richardson, and many others.

As part of Crossings artist John Newling will be installing a series of
works on paper within the 36 niches of the Chapter House,
showing examples of his Nymans Language (an alphabetic font
with each letter being shown as a plant or a leaf). This will fill the
Chapter House with a significant modern work which will respond
and set in dialogue a direct conversation with our famous medieval
leaf carvings. It’s a rare moment, and it is worthy of special
mention as we move forward with our HLF project to preserve and
interpret our ‘Leaves of Southwell’ for the next generations. Do
take some time to explore these works in this unique meeting of
images over many centuries.
It is our hope that visitors to this exhibition will be enabled, and
inspired, to take the opportunity to encounter not only world-class
art but also to reflect anew on the Christian themes of suffering
and new life for our lives today; on how these open-up for us
through art the possibility of a fresh encounter with God, who is
life, and enable us to find healing through the love and care that
has gone into the making and offering of these artworks.

Crossings Events
The Crossings exhibition is supported by an inspiring series of
events, from the opening party (7pm on Friday 9 Feb, free),
through musical concerts (eg Baroque Easter, 1pm on Saturday 5
May, in the Quire, free) and even live painting performances by
Siku, a Christian Manga artist; to Art Workshop making days led by
Crossings artists, and a Poetry day with our Poet in Residence Ian
Adams. We are also fortunate that there will be lectures given by
our Canon Theologian Alison Milbank in Lent and Easter. The full
programme of events is published on the back cover of this
magazine.

Illustrations: Paul Benney, Crucifixion II and Tether, oil on canvas,
for Crossings.

18 Southwell Leaves February-March 2018

Education Department

A

For visits to Southwell Minster and Archibishop’s Palace for
schools and other groups.
Visit the Education pages of our website for details.
For Time Travelling educational pilgrimage days visit http://
www.timetravelling.co.uk

nother busy couple of months have whizzed by in the
Education Department! We enjoyed the company of 140 children from Key Stage 1 (5-7 year olds), who were keen to learn
about ‘God’s Special Gift’, the Christmas story told in a series of 5 interactive, sessions. There
was a shepherd to meet who told a tale of wonder; a journey with the Wise Men, who
discussed appropriate gifts to bring to a new King; we created a tableau and explored the
theme of light and how Christians celebrate Christmas. Always a favourite time of year with
the team, at the start of Advent it’s a great way to begin the festive season.
We are continuing to review and improve provision for visiting families and children – and the
latest addition was a trail for Advent and
Christmas, which was well received by
visitors and stewards alike. As 2018 goes
by, look out for the latest trails – there will
be more, including the Easter one, which
will be in place from mid-March and over
the school holidays.
‘Mary Anne and the Apple’ is the title of a
new book by American writer Susan Allen.
It’s her answer to the question ‘which came first, the fruit or the seed?’ – the
story for children of the first Bramley apple. Susan first visited us at the Minster
in October for the Bramley Festival, but popped back in December to launch her
book; and, by the apple window, she read her brand new story, which is all in
rhyme, to children from Lowe’s Wong and Holy Trinity Infants schools. We enjoyed making some sparkly apples to hang on our
Christmas trees and we hope to enjoy Susan’s company again in the future. Her book is available in the Cathedral shop.
As the Palace project draws to its close in March, we are reflecting upon the huge successes of the last few years. As a department,
we have worked hard to develop learning sessions. December saw us running a Christmas-themed family learning event, with the
essence of a Victorian (or Dickensian) Christmas. We were joined outside by Richard and Luca, who brought their brazier and canvas
shelter, and treated visitors to mulled fruit punch (mulled wine for the adults). Donna organised some creative activities, as ever,
while our Lay Clerks provided musical interludes. An atmosphere of peaceful activity ensued while children and adults alike busied
themselves. It is a joy to have the palace available as a venue for both
informal and formal learning sessions, and our schools work now
usually includes a visit to the State Chamber or Education Garden to
learn more about its history and stories. Don’t miss our half term,
Romans-inspired, drop in families’ event at the palace, on February 22.
From 10-12 there will be crafts, refreshments, objects to handle etc, as
we engage children with some of our earliest ancestors in the area. All
are welcome to attend, and no booking is needed.
Finally for this edition of Leaves, I’d like to mention the inspiring day
held in Southwell for Education Officers on 10 January. At this day of
mutual support, training and networking, we enjoyed hearing about
new research into spirituality: while the highlight of these rare
gatherings is the time to share our ideas and good practice with each
other. Most cathedrals, along with some abbeys, minsters and larger
churches have an education department and, while all are unique, we
share many of the same opportunities and issues. A day together is invaluable, and this time there were 30 delegates from as far
afield as Hexham, Portsmouth, and Norwich. I’m pleased to say that our hospitality and warm welcome from stewards, volunteers
and staff was commented upon by all. My concerns that people would go home without enough cake were unfounded thanks to our
generous volunteers, who provided huge quantities. I can hold my head up at our next get-together!
As the term romps along into spring, we look forward to our annual ‘Time Travelling’ schools’ pilgrimage days in March the commissioning service is on 13 February at 11.15 in the Minster (refreshments from 10.30); all are welcome to join
us. If you or someone you know might enjoy helping occasionally with school visits or informal learning, please feel free
to contact us to find out more on 07952739536 / education@southwellminster.org.uk / Jubilee House, 8 Westgate,
Southwell, NG25 0JH
Diana Ives (Education Officer) / Matt Hustwayte (Administrator) / Donna Selby (Learning Assistant)
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Muslim Friends and Neighbours

R

ecent years have seen a rise in fundamentalism: some
Muslims resort to horrific violence, some Jews wish to
drive all Arabs out of Jerusalem, some Christians bomb
abortion clinics, and some atheists caricature and ridicule
anyone who believes in God. So it is good to hear about
Christians and Muslims who treat each other as friends and
neighbours. One of these places is Hyson Green in
Nottingham, and two of the key players are the Revd Clive
Burrows and Dr Musharraf Hussain OBE. Late last year I
spoke with Clive Burrows.
St Stephen’s and St Paul’s church appears to be a typical
Victorian church, but around the corner is ‘The Vine’
community centre, a large complex with meeting rooms and
social housing. The centre was built 20 years ago in response
to the Church’s ‘Faith in City’ report, with money from the
Church Urban Fund, and its many programmes include ‘The
Rainbow Project’ which receives an annual grant from the
Minster. One immediately feels that this church congregation
is involved in the local community.
A few hundred yards away, also at the heart of the Hyson Green
and Forest Fields area of inner-city Nottingham, sits The Karimia
Institute, which is consists of the Al Shifa mosque and the
Bobber’s Mill Community Centre. Their website describes their
goal as ‘driven to serving others, especially those that are
underprivileged and vulnerable in our society.’ Its chief
executive, Dr Musharraf, is a key member of the Trust Building
Forum, a national body that promotes trust between British
Muslims and the wider community.
I asked Clive what life is like for a church in such a diverse area.
Clive explained that Hyson Green is now a dispersal centre for
asylum-seekers, so that there are now people from Somalia,
Afghanistan and Iran. Many Iranians have become Christians and
joined St Stephen’s congregation; the week after I visited, the
bishop was coming for the confirmation of 23 Iranians, some of
whom have come from a nominal Muslim background and
others from a strict Muslim background. There has been a worldwide revival of Christianity amongst Iranian/Persian people.
The Rainbow Project has three part-time staff and works with
asylum-seekers and refugees. Clive explained, ‘We provide
support and friendship, English language classes, and lessons
in how to cope in this country; we also accompany people to
interviews. The staff do an amazing job in a very needy area.
We have about 50 asylum-seekers who are church members.’
Much support is given within the church congregation; 58%
are ethnic minorities, and many others are very
disadvantaged, and people like this are ‘easily abused by any
unscrupulous person who comes along’.
This is the context in which the mosque and the church work
for the community. Clive added, ‘Ever since 9/11, when my
predecessor Graham Burton established a link, we have been
meeting and working with the mosque. Both the church and
the mosque have quite a generous open approach of
welcoming people not of their own faith. … We acknowledge
that we do have differences between Christianity and Islam,
and we talk about those differences.’
There are regular but not frequent inter-faith conferences. For
example, just before last year’s Manchester Arena bombing
there was a conference about ‘Violence in our Holy Books’;

Dr Musharraf Hussain (second left) with Revd Clive Burrows
as Muslims and Christians pray together outside Bobbersmill
Community Centre
among Christians attending were 40 Iranians. After that bombing
there was a public prayer vigil at a time when Muslims were
leaving the mosque after evening prayers; Christians and
Muslims joined in. Speeches were made by Clive Burrows, Dr
Musharraf and the Sheriff of Nottingham, and local media came
to report on this example of bridge-building; 35,000 people
watched the Nottingham Post’s video of the event. On Good
Fridays the local churches have got together for a march of
witness, ending outside the mosque at the close of Friday
prayers; the two groups then join together for prayer, with 500
Muslims and members of the churches praying in words that
both groups are happy with.
Clive concluded ‘We have grown to trust each other and to make
friends; we don’t say we are brothers and sisters … we consider
them our friends and neighbours. This is the language they
would use too. We (Christians and Muslims) have a lot in
common; we both have faith in God; defending faith in a secular
society is important … and it’s great that we can work together
for justice, peace and harmony in our society.’
Vincent Ashwin

National Twelve-Bell Striking Contest
Eliminator rounds will take place on Saturday March 24 at
Selby Abbey, Holy Trinity, Ossett and … Southwell Minster.
Teams ringing at Southwell will have come from Bristol,
Guildford, Melbourne, Norwich, Oxford and Wimborne.
Listen out for even more expert ringing than we are treated
to on a regular basis. The test piece will be the first six leads
of Cambridge Surprise Maximus, brought round with plain
hunt.
Those successful in these eliminator rounds will compete for
the Taylor
Trophy at Great
St. Mary’s,
Cambridge on
Saturday June
23.
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Christians in Iran

A

s Vincent Ashwin points out in his
article “Muslim Friends and
Neighbours”, there has been a world-wide
revival of Christianity amongst Iranian/
Persian-speaking people. Iranian Christians
are asking for intercession following recent
popular protests as their situation is
brought into closer focus. In our own
community Iran has long been the focus of
prayer from members of the Churches
Together Healing Group.
The group receives regular briefings about
the many Christians detained and worse in
Iran. These include Eskander Rezaei and
Soroush Saraei who were sentenced to 8
years in prison on 28 December 2017 for
‘action against national security and
proselytising and forming house groups’.
Christians are part of a much larger
number of prisoners of conscience in Iran.
Unfortunately, there has been no sign of
A plea for Bibles from Elam Ministries
any improvement in human rights under
the comparatively liberal President
Rouhani who was re-elected for a further From the beginning, Elam's passion was to and Advisor for Women's Ministry from
four years in May 2017.
train and equip Iranian Christians to reach 2013 to 2017. On 11 July 2017, it was
and teach their countrymen. In 1990 six
announced that she had been appointed
Elam Ministries has issued a plea to
emerging leaders arrived in England from the first Bishop of Loughborough in the
churches to pray for Iran following the
Iran to begin their fulltime ministry
Diocese of Leicester; she was consecrated
recent protests in which 21 people were
training. They lived in a small, twoas bishop on 30 November 2017.
killed, and not least for its growing number bedroom flat and used the kitchen as a
of Christians:
classroom. That ministry is growing and is Francis-Dehqani's father Hassan Dehqanihaving significant effects.
Tafti (1920–2008) was the Anglican Bishop
of Iran from 1961 until his retirement in
• that there will be no more bloodshed
There is more to be found at their website: 1990, serving also as President Bishop of
and violence;
https://www.elam.com/
the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the
Middle East, 1976–1986; he spent the last
• that the people of Iran will be
ten years of his episcopate in exile, after
granted freedom from oppression
the Iranian Revolution and an
and just leadership;
assassination attempt in in which Guli’s
mother Margaret was wounded. Her 24• that the Iranian church will continue
year-old brother, Bahram, was murdered
to grow and its members be
by Iranian government agents in May
protected from abuse of their basic
1980.
human rights.
Guli is married to Lee Francis-Dehqani, a
fellow Anglican priest and canon who is
Since the 1979 Islamic revolution, many
currently Team Rector of Oakham and
Iranians have become disillusioned with
Rural Dean of Rutland. Together they have
oppressive expressions of Islam. The
three children.
political, economic, and spiritual situation
in Iran has resulted in a deep spiritual
May we join Guli, other local Iranians and
hunger for truth. Iran may be a closed
Christians around the world in praying for
land, but the people have open hearts.
justice, mercy and peace.
More Iranians have become Christians
since the revolution than the previous
Justice Action Group
1300 years put together.
More locally, the recently consecrated
Elam’s mission is to strengthen and
Bishop of Loughborough is Iranian.
expand the church in the Iran region and
beyond. It was founded in 1990 by senior Gulnar Eleanor "Guli" Francis-Dehqani
served the Diocese of Peterborough as
Iranian church leaders with a vision to
Curate Training Officer from 2012 to 2017
serve the growing church in that region.
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Anyone For Compline?

S

o often “Sleep well” are our last words at the end of the So how is a Northumbrian compline structured? Let me give
day. Our desire is that we will have a good night’s rest:
you the following, summarised, example:
our hope is that on waking the following day we can say ‘YES’
Monday –The Aidan Compline
when greeted with “did you sleep well?”
+ indicates that you may make the sign of the cross
Often though, we find that we have had a restless night, and
* indicates a change of reader (if in a group)
even that sleep has evaded us altogether. We may turn to
All say together the sections in bold type
health gurus who will advise us about “wellbeing”, or we may
Sections in bold italic type said by each in turn.
resort to medication, either prescribed or self- prescribed.
+(silently)
However, there is a better, though sometimes neglected, way:
*O Christ, Son of the Living God,
the office of “Compline” is there to give us a good ending to
may Your holy angels guard our sleep
our day. It was only after completing my first draft of this
may they watch over us as we rest
article that I was pleased to learn that the “Tuesdays in Lent”
and hover around our beds.
evenings will conclude with a service of Compline. What
follows is offered as a personal introduction to Compline, and I
*Let them reveal to us in our dreams
hope that it will encourage many to come and experience it
visions of your glorious truth,
for themselves.
O High Prince of the universe,
O High Priest of the mysteries. (et seq)
The Anglican “Common Worship” introduces us to Compline
I will lie down and sleep in peace
as follows:
For you alone, Lord
“The ancient office of Compline derives its name from the Latin
Make me dwell in safety.
word meaning ’completion’.
It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before rest
My dear ones, O God, bless Thou and keep
at the end of the day.
In every place where they are.
It is most effective when the end is indeed an ending, without
*Into Your hands I commit my spirit;
additions, conversation or noise…If in church…those present
I
give
it to You with all the love of my heart.
depart in silence; if at home they go quietly to bed.”
I first discovered Compline in use while on retreat at
Nethersprings, the motherhouse of the Northumbria
Community. Some years later, when Kay and I served on the
Nethersprings House Team, we became immersed in a daily
“rhythm” whose final “beat” was a late-evening Compline. The
days were sometimes challenging, sometimes energetic, but
each one closed with a short Compline that allowed us to wind
down, and have a sense of God’s soothing, relaxing presence.
Following Compline the house went “quiet” and we did indeed
‘go quietly to bed’.
My personal view is that it would be difficult to add Compline
to the regular worship times of the Minster. However,
Compline seems well suited for use in evening meetings at the
Minster, in house groups, or by individuals. Why not give it a
go and see whether you sleep well afterwards?
Robin Old

*How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God
How vast is the sum of them. (et seq)
I make the cross of Christ upon my breast
+ over the tablet of my hard heart. (et seq)
*Christ without sin, Christ of wounds,
I am placing my soul and my body
Under thy guarding this night. (et seq)
I am going now into the sleep
O be it in Thy dear arm’s keep
O God of grace, that I shall awake.

*My Christ! my Christ! my shield, my encircler,
each day, each light, each dark. (et seq)
* Circle me Lord, keep protection near and danger afar.
*Circle me Lord, keep light near and darkness afar
The peace of all peace be mine this night
+in the name of the Father, and of the son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Taken from ‘The Aiden Compline’ in Northumbria Community’s
Celtic Daily Prayer published by Collins. Used with permission.

The following publications include a variety of Complines you
try could try:
Celtic Daily Prayer books 1 & 2 : William Collins 2015.
Complines From Celtic Daily Prayer (booklet of 7 complines):
Northumbria Community
Common Worship: Church House Publishing 2000
Common Worship: Daily Prayer: Church House Publishing
2005
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Reading for Lent

E

very year at this time there is a feast
of contemplative, challenging and
informative reading. Here is a selection. All
will be available in the Cathedral shop at the
prices quoted here.
God With Us is from
the pen of one of our
greatest living
theologians; a fresh
and compelling
introduction to the
foundation story of the
Christian faith.
Canon Nigel comments
in
relation to our Tuesday
evening Lent talks “ … in which he writes of
the meaning of the cross and resurrectionthen and now. The talks will stand alone but
the book will be a very useful resource and
is highly commended as Lent reading that
will supplement both the exhibition and
the Lent course £8.99
‘Lord teach us to pray.’ These words of
Jesus’ disciples still resonate today. If we are
honest, most of us would
admit that prayer is not
always easy, or enjoyable,
and rarely comes naturally.
We struggle with
distractions, anxious
thoughts and
commitments. This book
agrees! Prayer is tough. So
writes Archbishop Justin
Welby at beginning of his
foreword to Say it to God. It provides a
welcome encouragement to all those who
feel the need to freshen their practice of
prayer. For Gioia, prayer is not about
methods or techniques, but trusting that
God is truly interested in everything that
happens to us and wants to hear about it.
The book leads the reader into theological
aspects of prayer without using complex
theological concepts, and chapters are kept
brief to make the book suitable for daily
reading over the Lenten period. £9.99
Reflections for Lent is designed to enhance
your spiritual journey through the forty days
from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday. It
offers daily reflections on readings from the
Common Worship
Lectionary, written by
some of today's leading
spiritual and theological
writers, for each Monday
to Saturday from 14
February to 31 March
2018.
Each day includes: full
lectionary details for
Morning Prayer, a

reflection on one of the Bible readings, and
a Collect for the day.
Taken from the Reflections for Daily Prayer
2017/18 annual edition. It is ideal for those
seeking Lectionary-based reflections for use
during this time. £4.99

offers a way to hold the message and truths
of Lent close to the heart. Week 1 moves
through the problems of the world; Week 2
injustice; Week 3 explores the complexity
and scope of creation; Week 4 its beauty.
Week 5 considers pilgrimage and its effects;
Weeks 6 and 7 holiness and redemption; all
Nothing More and Nothing Less is a new
and original Lent course by Virginia Moffatt, through, the language and devotion of the
Psalms. True worship and prayer connect
which uses the powerful, award winning
film I, Daniel Blake, as an opportunity for us throughout. £9.99
to question why so many
This is a collection of Lent Talks that BBC
people in our society are
Radio 4 have hosted over the last 10 years.
suffering, and what
Across the country, they have provided a
causes injustice and
place for people to engage
oppression, by
with, and reflect upon,
considering examples
core ideas of faith. They
from Jesus' time as well
explore Jesus’ ministry, the
as today - and what we
story of his death, and
can do in response. It
their personal responses to
comprises five sessions
Lent. Leading voices
entitled: Systems of
including novelist James
Oppression; Staying
Runcie, MP Ann
Human; Compassion in the Darkness;
Widdecombe and religious
Fighting Back or Giving In?; The Suffering
columnist, Giles Fraser.
Servant. Each session includes related clips They draw on their own unique responses
from the film (readily available as a DVD,
to Easter, and address what they find in the
reflection points, a suitable Bible reading
annual looking-back-to of Jesus’ death.
and prayers, and suggested positive
These reflections are considered, personal,
practical responses. £6.99
and a place of deep thought and honesty.
They are the best of the past decade’s talks,
The Art of Lent describes and interprets a
and exhibit some of the voices that reflect
series of paintings; one for each day of Lent. the UK today. £7.99
Join Sister Wendy
Beckett on that
Wild Lent is a game-changer. Why? Simple:
journey, and discover
instead of a nice cosy room, coffee, biscuits
the timeless wisdom to
and lots of discussion about the meaning of
be found in some of
Lent, you'll be pulling on some wellies and a
the world’s greatest
waterproof, stuffing a flask of hot chocolate,
paintings. Artists often
snacks and some woolly hats into a
address subjects that
rucksack, and heading off into the wilds! It's
our culture seeks to
time to get up close
avoid, and Sister Wendy's brilliant and
and encounter
perceptive reflections will help you to read Creation. Like Rachel
these paintings with a more discerning eye, many people find that
and encounter deeper levels of spiritual
they experience
meaning than may at first appear.
spiritual connection
Illustrated in full colour with over forty
more readily when
famous and lesser-known masterpieces of
outdoors, and indeed
Western art, this beautiful book will lead
the Bible is full of
you into a deeply prayerful response to all
imagery drawn from
that these paintings convey to the
the natural world.
discerning eye. £9.99
Creation is well able
to speak to us of the creator, and we can
Songs of the Spirit gives readers of all kinds take each encounter as our own personal
a new, emotional
parable, listening to what God wishes to
response to the period of
share with us through it. So why not make
Lent by focusing upon the
Lent wild? Wrap up warm, head outside,
Psalms. Each day’s reand make a shadow clock, lie in a hammock,
translated Psalm opens up
have a sunrise breakfast walk ... and share
their lines. From
God's creation. £7.99
celebration to mourning,
from simplicity to
intricacy, this collection
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Star Wars – Forty Years On!

I

n 1977 my wife and I went to see a film which had been widely
advertised. The film was called Star Wars and it was hugely
entertaining! Forty years later we went to the latest Star Wars film,
The Last Jedi, which also turned out to be hugely entertaining, but
contained more complex ideas and characters which were not there in
the original Star Wars saga. My purpose is to draw out just four themes
which are of interest to anyone who reflects on the meaning and
purpose of life; and indeed wishes to consider theological and
philosophical concepts in ‘The Last Jedi’ which reverberate with the
Christian faith.

Luke is a human being with his faults, but it is clear that he is ‘on the
side of the angels’.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23

Luke reveals himself to be all too human, but does so much to redeem
himself. In a scene towards the end of the film, he takes on himself all
the firepower of the First Order, so that the Resistance Fighters who
have their backs to the wall can escape. Encapsulated in this powerful
and frightening spectacle is the notion of redemption. He battles
against the forces of evil so that others may live. Now I am not
suggesting in any way that Luke is a Messianic character, but I do think
Theme 1: Good and Evil
this episode goes quite some way to helping us appreciate the idea of
It is remarkable that the Star Wars phenomenon has lasted for so long, ‘sacrificial love’.
and perhaps it is because of those deeper ideas and concepts that have
An extremely helpful line from the film is that failure is the greatest
ensured that Star Wars has lasted. For example, the films clearly deal
teacher. Luke had a moment where he failed to do the right thing, and
with ideas of Good and Evil, and this theme continues in the latest film.
sometimes one moment can have long lasting effects. However, it is
Now there is no space, in this article, to analyse these massive
out of weakness that strength appears; and this idea is a driver for the
concepts in depth, but the latest film restates that the battle continues.
entire film. Luke has failed, but the battle has not ended yet.
As Olivia Coleman’s character stated in that other tour de force, Le
“Thy kingdom come”
Carré’s The Night Manager, she was ‘on the side of the angels’. I am
Theme 3: Hope
reminded of the temptations of Jesus in the Wilderness, where the
Hope is an important Christian theme. That beautiful verse closely ties
devil throws everything at Jesus to get him to throw in his hand and
faith and love to hope; and it does not take much of a leap to see that
capitulate to evil or, as portrayed in Stars Wars, the Dark Side.
hope permeates ‘The Last Jedi’.
Therefore, the battle between good and evil continues over time, and
the Church is there to be ‘on the side of the angels’ ensuring that evil is “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13
recognised and defeated.
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who Snoke and the First Order are violent and destructive. They use fear,
loved us.” Romans 8: 37
manipulation and intimidation as a conduit for evil, which seems to
echo the tactics of the Third Reich. The First Order aims to destroy all
hope of the Jedi’s return, but hope will not be defeated. Luke
symbolises the hope in this film, as he did in the original trilogy. Snoke,
the character that personifies evil, exclaims, ‘As long as (Luke)
Skywalker lives, hope lives’.
Theme 4: Flourishing
One of the most important ideas which lies beneath the surface of The
Last Jedi is: what does it mean to flourish? In other words, how is life to
be lived in all its fullness? The idea of flourishing has a long history
tracing its origins at least to the days of Aristotle.
It is clear that Rey is someone who wants to live life fully and through
her engagement wishes to overcome the Dark Side, but not only that,
she wishes to learn and grow. To some degree Rey is rather like a
disciple who wishes to realise her fullest potential.
“I have come that they may have life in all its fullness.” John 10:10
It is only in surrendering that life can be lived in all its fullness.
Flourishing is a state of being, and it is clear that several characters in
The Last Jedi are
Rey (Daisy Ridley) and Luke Skywalker (Mark
Hamill) encounter one another on the island Theme 2: Being Human
seeking eudemonia – a state of happiness which is experienced as a life
The character of Luke, in The
planet Ahch-To (Skellig Michael, site of a
lived well, standing up for what is right and seeking justice and fairness
medieval Celtic monastery off the Ivereagh Last Jedi, is fascinating. He does
in a universe where power is more evenly distributed; and the nature
Peninsula, County Kerry): Lucasfilm Ltd.
not appear as a one-dimensional of leadership is enacted in terms of ‘service’ rather than power. Such a
stereotype, but as someone
notion of leadership is at the heart of Jesus’ mission.
who is worn down. He has been let down by others and he has let
himself down. It is clear that he still believes in the Jedi approach, but is Conclusion:
struggling to put it into practice. Now it seems to me that this struggle It is so interesting and illuminating to explore film through the prism of
Christian ideas. By examining Christian concepts in the context of a
is one that Christians can encounter in their faith.
film our understanding of such important Christian ideas can be
These ideas are so beautifully expressed in The Book of Common
enhanced, and such ideas can have enriched meaning for our life and
Prayer’s The Declaration of Absolution, or Remission of Sins.
“We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And times.
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And
there is no health in us.”
Richard Doorbar
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Rethinking Mission: Living in a Religiously Diverse World
Saturday 17th March 2018, 9.30am – 3pm.
Birmingham Cathedral
United Society Partners in the Gospel’s second one day Conference ‘Rethinking Mission: Living in a Religiously Diverse
World’ will be held on Saturday 17th March 2018, 9.30am – 3pm, in Birmingham Cathedral. Speakers from around the
world will inspire, challenge and enthuse us as together we reflect on how we live and engage in mission in religiously diverse
situations. The day will be inspiring, informative and participative.
The speakers will be:
The Very Revd Canon Hosam Naoum,
Dean of St George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem
and Secretary of the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem
Deaconess Yit Ching Li,
Deaconess in the Diocese of West Malaysia, Anglican Province of South East Asia
The Revd Christine Benoit,
First woman ordained in the Diocese of Seychelles, Anglican Province of the Indian Ocean
Richard Reddie,
Theologian, researcher and author, UK
Each will present from their own context; there will be group discussion and a plenary as we reflect on how mission, dialogue and praxis
in the contexts shared may help us in our own understanding as Christian leaders both locally and globally.
This event will be of particular interest to Ordinands and Lay Ministers in training, and those recently ordained or licensed, since they
will gain perspectives from global theologians which will assist in their theological formation. The cost for Ordinands, Lay Ministers in
training and those in their first three years of ministry will be half price, at only £5. Others, of course, both clergy and lay, with an interest or desire to widen their knowledge of global theology, will be very welcome. The full cost is £10. This cost includes lunch.
Registration is via www.rethinkingmissionconference.eventbrite.co.uk
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Contact Information
The Cathedral and Parish Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Southwell
www.southwellminster.org
Dean The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan
The Residence, 1 Vicars’ Court, Southwell, NG25 OHP
Tel: 01636 812593 Email: dean@southwellminster.org.uk
(day off Monday)
Dean’s PA, Minster Diary Secretary & Cathedral IT Co-Ordinator
Mrs Rachel Doe Tel: 01636 817282
Email: deansPA@southwellminster.org.uk
Canon Chancellor The Revd Canon Nigel Coates
4 Vicars’ Court, Southwell, NG25 OHP
Tel: 01636 817296 Email: nigelcoates@southwellminster.org.uk
(day off Friday)
The Precentor The Revd Canon Jacqui Jones
2 Vicars’ Court, Southwell, NG25 OHP
Tel: 01636 817295 Email: jacquijones@southwellminster.org.uk
(day off Wednesday)
Canon Theologian The Revd Professor Alison Milbank
Tel: 01636 819224 Email: milbankalison@gmail.com
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The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan (The Dean)
Tel: 01636 817282
The Revd Canon Nigel Coates (Canon Chancellor)
Tel: 01636 817296
The Revd Canon Jacqui Jones (The Precentor)
Tel: 01636 817295
The Revd Canon John Bentham Tel: 0115 846 1054
Canon Phil Blinston Tel: 01636 817305
Mr Shaun Boney Tel: 01636 830178
Dr Hugh Middleton (Parish Representative)
Col Tim Richmond DL OBE
Mrs Vicky Thorpe (Parish Representative) Tel: 01636 813222
Mr Richard Vigar Tel: 01636 613655

The Minster Office
Mrs Nikki Smith (Minster Office Assistant / Canon Pastor’s PA)
Tel: 01636 812649 Email: nikki@southwellminster.org.uk

Cathedral Education Department
The Revd Matthew Askey (Southwell Minster School Chaplain)
5 Vicars’ Court, Southwell, NG25 0HP Tel: 01636 817298
Email: chaplain@southwellminster.org.uk
The Revd Professor Alison Milbank (Canon Theologian)
Email: milbankalison@gmail.com
Mrs Diana Ives (Education Officer)
Tel: 01636 817993 Email: tt@southwellminster.org.uk
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Mrs Donna Selby (Education Assistant, Archbishop’s Palace)
Tel: 01636 817993 Email: donna@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Matt Hustwayte (Education Assistant)
Tel: 01636 817993

Minster Libraries
Mrs Marion Oswald (Librarian)
Mr John Sheppard (Assistant Librarian)
Tel: 01636 817291 (answerphone)
Email: library@southwellminster.org.uk

Vergers
Mr Andrew Todd (Head Verger)
Tel: 01636 817290 Email: headverger@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Michael Tawn (Deputy)
Mr Kenny Nairn, Mr Nick Turner, Mr Andy Gill,
and Mr Andy McIntosh
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Mr Charles Leggatt (Hon. Curator, Palace & Education Garden)
Tel: 01636 817283 Email: charles@southwellminster.org.uk

Readers
Mrs Jenny Derbyshire Tel: 01636 814363
Canon Angela Ashwin (Hon) Tel: 01636 813975
Email: angela.ashwin@gmail.com

Information Desk
Mrs Margaret Waddington
Tel: 01636 812649

Music Foundation
Mr Paul Provost (Rector Chori & Organist)
3 Vicars’ Court, Southwell, NG25 OHP
Tel: 01636 817281 Email: rectorchori@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Simon Hogan (Assistant Director of Music)
Tel: 01636 814155 Email: adom@southwellminster.org.uk
Miss Jasmine Oakes (Liturgy & Music Assistant) Tel: 01636 817280
Email: litmus@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Ben Mills (Organ Scholar)
Tel: 01636 814155 Email: organscholar@southwellminster.org.uk

Cathedral Shop
Miss Amy Rodgers (Manager)
Mrs Nicola Rush (Assistant Manager)
Tel: 01636 812933 Email: cathedralshop@hotmail.co.uk

The Minster Centre
Church Street, Southwell, NG25 OHD
Mrs Adele Poulson (Cathedral Administrator)
Tel: 01636 817285 Email: administrator@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Glenn Formoy (Head of Marketing and Events)
Tel: 01636 817284 Email: marketing@southwellminster.org.uk
Mr Roger Harvey (Hon. Assistant Chapter Clerk) Tel: 01636 817285
Mrs Andrea Pritchard (Finance Officer, including Gift Aid)
Tel: 01636 819027 Email: financeofficer@southwellminster.org.uk
Mrs Angela Walters (Accounts Officer)
Tel: 01636 819027 Email: angela@southwellminster.org.uk
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Churchwardens and Deputies
Mr Andrew Bates
Tel: 01636 812059 Email: andrewandjackybates@gmail.com
Mr Graeme Hocking
Tel: 01636 812903 Email: graeme.hocking@btinternet.com
Mr Stephen Littlewood
Tel: 01636 812494 Email: stephenlittlewood@hotmail.co.uk
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Mrs Jean Jackson (Deputy)
Tel: 01636 813623

Safeguarding Officer
Mrs Vicky Thorpe
Tel: 01636 813222 Email: vicky@thorpemusic.co.uk

Minster Refectory
Mrs Aileen Harrison (Manager)
Tel: 01636 815691

Sacrista Prebend Retreat House
The Revd Erika Kirk (House Warden)
Mr Andrew Gregory (House Bursar)
Tel: 01636 816833; Mob: 07794 154816
Email: sacrista_prebend@btinternet.com
Website - www.sacristaprebend.wordpress.com

Minster Help Line (Pastoral Committee)
Call 01636 812649

Website
Mrs Rachel Doe
Tel: 01636 817282
Email: deansPA@southwellminster.org.uk

Southwell Leaves
Dr Hugh Middleton (Editorial Group Convenor)
Email: Hugh.Middleton@nottingham.ac.uk

Southwell Events
Mrs Honor Dunkley (Southwell Events Co-Coordinator)
Tel: 01636 819038 Email: info@southwellevents.com
Website: www.southwellevents.com

Minster Organisations and Groups
Bell Captain/Bell Ringers
Mr Trevor Bryan
Email: trev.bryan@gmail.com
Children’s Church
Father Matthew Askey
Tel: 01636 817298
Christian Aid
Mrs Val Cleworth
Tel: 01636 819357
Faith and Light
Mr Tony Dykes
Tel: 01636 918291
Mrs Lee Harbour
Tel: 01636 813805

Flower Guild
Mrs Barbara Green
Tel: 01636 812709 Email: barbarafgreen@dsl.pipex.com
Friends of Southwell Cathedral
Mrs Alison Salter (Secretary)
Tel: 01636 830373 Email: ajsalterbleasby@btinternet.com
Guild of Minster Servers
Mrs Jill Arrowsmith
Tel: 01636 812908
Guild of Minster Stewards
Mr Shaun Boney
Tel: 01636 830178 Email: shaun2boney@aol.com
Healing Group, Churches Together in Southwell
Mrs Bobby Craik
Tel: 01636 812649
House Groups
Mr Patrick Sills
Tel: 01636 815173 Email: patricksills18@gmail.com
Justice Action Group
Mr Patrick Sills
Tel: 01636 815173 Email: patricksills18@gmail.com
Minster Social Committee
Mr Andy Arrowsmith
Tel: 01636 812908 Email: amarrowsmith@btinternet.com
Minster Tours
Mrs Christine Bowering
Tel: 01636 816995 Email: Christine.bowering3@gmail.com
Mission Partnership Group
Revd Canon Vincent Ashwin
Tel: 01636 813975 Email: vincentashwin@tiscali.co.uk
Mothers Union Mrs Jenny Hodson
Tel: 01636 812649
Needlework Guild
Mrs Liz Turner
Tel: 01636 812250 Email: turnerelizabeth345@gmail.com
Potwell Dyke Grasslands Action Group
Mr Malcolm Rose
Tel: 01636 813074 Email: mal@clara.net
Sacrista Prebend Book Group
Mrs Olga Hudson
Tel: 01636 814434 Email: olgaandrobin@googlemail.com
Silence & Meditation Group
Mrs Elizabeth Yule
Tel: 01636 815311
Southwell Churches Together Ladies Choir
Mrs Gwen Bragg
Tel: 01636 812527 Email: g.bragg@virgin.net
Southwell Churches Together
Dr Frank McKenzie (Chairman)
Email: fjmcknz@gmail.com
Website: www.southwellchurchestogether.org.uk
Southwell Minster Choir Association (SMCA)
Mr Michael Davidson
Tel 01636 813840 Email: m.d46@btinternet.com
Southwell/Jerusalem Link Group
Dr Hugh Middleton
Email: Hugh.Middleton@nottingham.ac.uk
Stewardship Officer and Electoral Roll Officer
Mr Peter Gibbins
Tel: 01636 555578
Sunday Morning Coffee
Mrs Jill Arrowsmith Tel: 01636 812908
Email: amarrowsmith@btinternet.com
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