
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 2021 

Day 2  

 
Ephesians 3:14-21  May Christ dwell in our hearts 

Luke 2:41-52 Mary treasured all these things 

 

 

 

meditation 

The encounter with Jesus gives rise to the desire to stay with him and to abide in him: a time in 

which fruit matures.Being fully human, like us Jesus grew and matured. He lived a simple life, 

rooted in the practices of his Jewish faith. In this hidden life in Nazareth, where apparently 

nothing extraordinary happened, the presence of the Father nourished him.Mary contemplated 

the actions of God in her life and in that of her son. She treasured all these things in her heart. 

Thus, little by little, she embraced the mystery of Jesus.We too need a long period of 

maturation, an entire lifetime, in order to plumb the depths of Christ’s love, to let him abide in 

us and for us to abide in him. Without our knowing how, the Spirit makes Christ dwell in our 

hearts. And it is through prayer, by listening to the word, in sharing with others, by putting into 

practice what we have understood, that the inner being is strengthened.“Letting Christ descend 

into the depths of our being ... He will penetrate the regions of the mind and the heart, he will 

reach our flesh unto our innermost being, so that we too will one day experience the depths of 

mercy.” 

 

prayer 

Holy Spirit, May we receive in our hearts the presence of Christ, and cherish it as a secret of 

love. Nourish our prayer, enlighten our reading of Scripture, act through us, so that the fruits of 

your gifts can patiently grow in us. 

 

questions 

• The Bible tells us very little about Jesus’ youth and early adulthood, when he seems to have 

lived an ordinary life in Nazareth. How are you conscious of God’s presence with you in the 

everyday things of life? 

• In your church or group of churches how do you nurture your children and young people to 

walk with God in their everyday lives, and how could you do this better? 

• What does the churches having a ‘presence’ together in the community look like in your area? 

 



 

 

And a few thoughts from Rev. Peter Hibbert- 

 

Hi there folks! 

I want to encourage you all, during this week of prayer for Christian Unity. It’s been a very difficult year for the church universal, 
where each of our individual churches has been struggling, I’m sure, to be united - let alone across our churches! We are each 
scattered but it got me to thinking about a message that God has certainly been laying on my heart recently. 

A few weeks ago, in the Methodist Church we celebrated (virtually) our covenant service and we looked at the Abrahamic 
covenant and the covenant with Noah in the Old Testament. Then, last Sunday, the Southwell Methodist Picnic Church, that’s 
been meeting outdoors during Covid but had to meet virtually this time, looked at the story of Noah. Finally, I’ve just sent a 
YouTube assembly to our schools using the story of Noah as a story of hope and the rainbow as the sign. 

It’s the rainbow that I’m drawn to and I’d like to share some of these reflections with you all. 

I wonder if you have ever been stopped in your tracks by a rainbow? I know I have; I've pulled aside the car, put on the handbrake 
and stopped everything to look for a while. What is it about the rainbow that we love so much? 

Did you know that no two people see the same exact rainbow since it all depends on how the light is being bent and split through 
tiny droplets of water. They can't be touched and will always seem in the distance. They are also not arches (though they 
normally appear that way) but are actually full circles; we only see some of the circle because we usually view the rainbow from 
the ground. Earth is believed to be the only planet in the solar system where rainbows are possible. 

But of course they’ve taken on a new meaning during Covid. Perhaps, like our family, you’ve taken a walk during the pandemic 
and spotted the many rainbows in windows, thanking the NHS and other key workers. It’s become a symbol of community and of 
solidarity as well as a symbol of hope. 

The origins of the rainbow, as found in scripture, are in the story of Noah and the Ark. The first recorded rainbow appears over 
Noah and his family, following the flood, as a deliberate sign of hope from God to us, God’s people. It starts with Noah’s family 
but Genesis 9 tells us that it is ‘for all future generations’ and that means you! 

I think Noah would have known what we are feeling like right now. He was possibly the first ever self isolator. For him it was 
initially 40 days of rain but there were no support bubbles, no daily exercise... and at the time he didn’t know how long it would 
be! I wonder if one of them had to play the job of Joe Wicks, inside the ark, to keep them all fit? 

Joking apart, Noah’s family were in shock, the world has been transformed by disaster and they stood in the aftermath 
wondering what their new normal would be. It's an extremely difficult course of events for Christians to process - how can a God 
of love choose so much death and suffering? I have no universal answer though if it’s a barrier to your faith, I'd love to ta lk with 
you about it. It is certainly true to say that God and the plans God makes are often beyond our understanding and sometimes can 
only be understood with the benefit of hindsight. This is one example of where we need to have faith which is strong enough to 
walk with the uncertainties and the questions and trust God enough to walk with ‘him’. 

There are many parallels with where we find ourselves now. I think the church is probably in a state of shock following the 
trauma around us and in our own existence (being unable for large periods to gather physically). I think that, for many of us, the 
trauma, alongside the dangers, has forced us into something of a hibernation - weathering the storm in our own arks! Perhaps 
this is where the rainbow comes in. I think the time to come out of the ark is coming (though we don’t really know when!) and it’s 
time to wake from our hibernation and pursue deeper forms of discipleship - to rediscover what it is like to be a spirit filled 
movement! 

The rainbow, for us, is a sign that God is with us, that God is working for us and that God is committed to a relationship with us. 
But the rainbow is also a sign that comes from division - have you ever thought about that? We have just, at Christmas, reflected 
on Jesus as light of the world, but that light was broken, on the cross and it is in our brokenness that we too reach the world. As 
the light passes through tiny droplets of water, it too is broken - it’s refracted and split to form the seven colours of the rainbow. 
It is in the light’s brokenness that God communicates our sign of hope. 



Ecumenically speaking we may, at times, lament our own divisions and wish we had a fully united universal church; but in our 
own brokenness the Christian faith projects the rainbow of diversity that is. When the colours remain close, standing side by side, 
we as a diverse church can be a sign of hope to the world. 

During this week of prayer for Christian unity perhaps we need to look to the rainbow and pray for the kaleidoscope of Christian 
diversity, that we may remain close to each other, united but still diverse, and be that sign of hope to our communities. Then, as 
our scattered congregations are able to re-unite, may we discover what our new expression of discipleship will be, using all that 
we have learnt in this time. 

It’s a challenge and it will seem scary, I think Noah and his family were probably quite scared too and didn’t know what exactly 
was going to happen. As they stepped out of the ark they probably didn’t know what life was going to be like, they had the job of 
reshaping their world. But you know what, they were not alone at any point in the Ark, and as they emerged from the Ark God 
had a plan and was with them throughout a plan reminding them (and us) in the sign of hope, the sign of the rainbow: 

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, [we] will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living 
creatures of every kind on the earth.” Genesis 9:16 (NIV) 

Stay Safe, God Bless you and I hope to see you soon! 

Revd Peter Hibberts 

Minister, Southwell Methodist Church 


