
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 2021 

Day 3 Forming one body 

“Love one another as I have loved you” 

(John 15:12b) 

• Colossians 3:12-17  Clothe yourself with compassion 

• John 13:1-15; 34-35 Love one another 

Meditation 

On the eve of his death, Jesus knelt to wash the feet of his disciples. He knew the difficulty of living together and the 

importance of forgiveness and mutual service. “Unless I wash you,” he said to Peter, “you have no share with me.” 

Peter received Jesus at his feet; he was washed and was touched by the humility and gentleness of Christ. Later he 

would follow Jesus’ example and serve the fellowship of the faithful in the early church. 

Jesus wishes that life and love circulate through us as the sap through the vine, so that Christian communities be one 

body. But today as in the past, it is not easy to live together. We are often faced with our own limitations. At times 

we fail to love those who are close to us in a community, parish or family. There are times when our relationships 

break down completely. 

In Christ we are invited to be clothed in compassion, through countless new beginnings. The recognition that we are 

loved by God moves us to welcome each other with our strengths and weaknesses. It is then that Christ is in our 

midst.  

“With almost nothing, are you a creator of reconciliation in that communion of love, which is the Body of Christ, his 

Church? Sustained by a shared momentum, rejoice! You are no longer alone, in all things you are advancing together 

with your brothers and sisters. With them, you are called to live the parable of community.”  [The Sources of Taizé 

(2000) pp. 48-49] 

Prayer 

God our Father, 

you reveal to us your love through Christ 

and through our brothers and sisters. 

Open our hearts so that we can welcome each other 

with our differences and live in forgiveness. 

Grant us to live united in one body, 

so that the gift that is each person comes to light. 

May all of us together be a reflection of the living Christ. 

Questions 

• Can you think of a person in your life who you would identify as being “clothed in compassion”? Can you recall a 

time when you have been the recipient of compassion? 

• How does your church community need to be more compassionate with members and visitors? 



• What would it look like for the churches in your area to be more compassionate within your community? Where is 

compassion most needed in the world today? 

 

 

A quote from Pope Francis: 

"Often we think that ecumenical work is only that of theologians. It is therefore important that theologians 

study, they agree, and they express their disagreement: this is very important. But in the meantime 

ecumenism journeys on. It journeys with Jesus, not 'my Jesus against your Jesus', but with our Jesus. The 

journey is simple: it consists of prayer, with the help of others. Praying together: the ecumenism of prayer, 

for each other and all for unity. And then, the ecumenism of work for the many who are in need, for many 

men and women who today suffer as a result of injustice, wars, these terrible things. … All together, we 

must help. Love for our neighbour. This is ecumenism. This is already unity. Unity in journeying with 

Jesus." 

— Address to the Christian World Communions delegation, Oct. 12, 2016 

 


