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Editor’s Welcome
Charlie Leggatt

Welcome to the spring 2019 issue of Pepperpots. In last autumn’s issue, 
Pepperpots focused on the Music Foundation. We take a look now at our much-
admired Education Department. In the pages that follow, Diana Ives (Education 
Officer) and others give a flavour of all that is achieved.

These are exciting times at Southwell Minster – a new Canon Precentor announced 
(the Revd Dr Richard Frith) and, as I write, we stand poised to submit our “Round 
Two” application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund (previously known as the 
Heritage Lottery Fund) upon the ‘Leaves of Southwell’ project, which Canon Nigel 
Coates and I spoke about at last year’s Friends’ Festival. … continued on p.02
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It has recently been estimated 
that over half of the world’s 
population now has access to 
the Internet. It’s an astonishing 
statistic when we consider how 
rapidly the digital revolution has 
taken hold of everyday life in the 
last twenty years. Now, over 90% 
of people in the UK, Europe and 

North America use the Internet, but it is growing also across 
the developing world and so enabling communication and 
networking unimaginable a generation ago. Coincidently, 
this news was announced last December on the same day 
Southwell Minster launched its new website, meaning that 
in theory some 3.2 billion people are now able to visit us 
‘virtually’ – but we are trying not to be too self-conscious! 

The new website is still ‘work in progress’ as we add to it 
and ensure that it is kept up-to-date. We have received many 
positive and complimentary comments and together with 
the increased use of social media (in particular Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram) we are widening audiences and 
building a broader platform for communicating all that the 
Cathedral offers in worship, music, faith exploration, heritage, 
community and other events. So, thank you Friends for your 
generous contribution towards the new website. We hope you 
like your new section.

We were encouraged to find that overall our visitor 
numbers increased by 7.9% in 2018 to just over fifty-seven 
thousand. These are visitors who come as tourists or pilgrims 
and are greeted (and counted!) by the Stewards. We receive 
encouraging feedback on the quality of welcome and hear time 
and time again of the first time visitor’s surprise and delight 
at discovering the beauty, spaciousness and prayerful peace of 
the Minster tucked away in rural Nottinghamshire. 

As I write, we are days away from submitting our second 
round bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the 
Chapter House Leaves Project. This is both an exciting and 
daunting moment following months of intensive work and 
research by the project team under Canon Nigel’s leadership, 
discovering more profound understanding and appreciation 
of these astonishing stone leaves and their innate ability to 
engage so many people in wonder and delight. 

I am pleased that this edition of Pepperpots showcases 
the Cathedral’s award winning Education programme for 
schools. Nothing is more thrilling than celebrating the success 
of the Minster continuing to open the doors of faith to a new 
generation; we congratulate Diana Ives and her tireless team 
of dedicated volunteers for their impressive achievements. 

In all the many challenges and changes we face in our 
national life many feel uncertain. But the Minster stands as a 
reminder that through the centuries of change and upheaval 
we can trust in the steadfast love of God shown in the risen 
Christ, ever renewing hope in the present and for the future. 
Thank you Friends of Southwell Cathedral for supporting our 
ministry and mission as we move forward. I look forward to 
meeting many of you again at the Friends Festival on 15th June.

At this year’s Festival on Saturday 15th June (details 
enclosed), we are delighted that Herr Holger Kunde is 
coming from Germany to talk about the related carved 
stone leaves and statues found at Naumburg Cathedral, 
where he is the Director. Another date for your diary is 
the talk on John Constable (Wednesday 13th November), 
profiled on the special front-cover flap; this promises to be 
exceptional – not because I am the speaker! – as the images 
all come from the world’s greatest private collection of the 
artist’s works and are rarely seen in public. 

I noted in the last issue that I was off to Rheims Cathedral 
and then Paris with Canon Nigel (who leads our project) to 
complete research into the genesis of the Chapter House 
carvings. Reflecting on our visit, Nigel writes: 

‘It is at Rheims in the thirteenth-century that we first see 
pillars coming alive, becoming tall trees with overflowing 
leaves at the top of capitals carved with foliage that 
wasn’t stiff. It was a picture of human flourishing, of a live 
community blossoming into life. After their coronation 
at the cathedral, the Kings of France left via the West 
Portal. On the right-hand side they would see an example 
of good kingship, David being anointed by Samuel. On 
the left-hand side they would see Herod slaughtering the 
innocent. All around them leaves for the healing of the 
nations – if you want your kingdom to flourish, then this 
is what you must do. Creatures amongst the leaves are 
visual metaphors, so the nightingale would be there to 
encourage praise; the lamprey would be there to illustrate 
holding fast to God.

At the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris leaves adorn an enclosed 
Chapel. At Naumburg likewise in the Western Quire. We 
have leaves that are equally as good, but our context is 
unique. Most chapter houses have biblical stories – ours 
has creation at its heart. It has unity and diversity; the 
sculptors were given freedom of expression, while the eight 
sides illustrate the equality of the canons seated around. 
The Chapter House has a huge amount to teach us for future 
generations, about the need to see creation aright, about 
reconnecting with one another, with the natural world,  
and with God.’

Opposite: West Portal of Rheims Cathedral (right-hand side)

Dean’s Column
The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan

Editor’s Welcome – continued from front cover 



p. 3



p. 4

The main picture shows Dr Philip Dixon, centre, our 
archaeologist inspecting trial areas where the nineteenth-
century stone floor was lifted, so that the suitability of 
the substructure could be assessed (in respect of the 
planned introduction of under-floor heating). Samples 
were analysed indicating that the concrete-like material 
is in fact crushed brick, lime and pebbles dating from the 
seventeenth or early eighteenth centuries. The original 
floor (presumably encaustic tiles) may have been removed 
after the Dissolution or, more likely, circa 1650, in the 
wake of the Civil War, when the adjacent Archbishop’s 
palace was badly damaged. 

The other images show the high-level carvings,  
covered with impressive dust-engrained cobwebs!  
The photographs were taken when a tower scaffold  

was erected for various investigatory purposes. The 
quality of the carving is, understandably, not as fine as the 
carvings at eye-level, but there are amusing details, such 
as a goat eating ivy with, to its left, a cheerful horn player 
(who may be the herdsman, seeking his goat). Arderne 
Gillies and Jane Williams point out that these images, 
photographed previously by their father, Gordon Hull, 
appear in Provost Heywood’s guide from the 1950s/60s. 

A final note – was there ever colour on the carvings? 
Initial studies, kindly co-ordinated by Chris Brooke, 
suggest ‘yes’ but this work is on-going. Preliminary results 
indicate that the Slype (the entrance passage) is likely to 
have been painted white; with traces of lead and copper-
based pigments found in the Chapter House a riot of 
colour is suggested there. More anon. 
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High and Low in the Chapter House
Charlie Leggatt
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A conversation between  
Amy Bromilow and Diana Ives

One chilly Tuesday morning,  
I went for a coffee with the 
Minster Education Officer, 
Diana Ives, to have a chat and 
find out all about her role here. 
I’m currently the Events and 
Marketing Administrator but, 
when I came as an intern last 
year, I spent a large chunk of my 

time working with the education team, and I still try to 
volunteer with them when I can. It was lovely to spend 
some time with Diana again and find out more about her.

Hi Diana, thanks for letting me interrogate you 
this morning! I thought we’d begin by giving the 
Pepperpots readers a bit of an introduction to you. 
Where are you from and how did you come to be  
in Nottingham?

I’m a northerner. I grew up in 
the north-west in a little place 
called Saddleworth and I moved 
to Nottingham when I finished an 
English and Drama degree at the 
University of Chester to work for 
Footprints Theatre as a volunteer 
for a year, and never thought 
I’d still be here all those years 

later having trained as a teacher and met and married my 
husband! Nottingham’s a great place to live, I remember 
the first time I discovered the Minster. I was doing a 
sponsored walk which took us through Southwell.  
I remember commenting with surprise about ‘...this 
massive church in this little town!’ Later that year I sang 
here in a Harmonic Society concert and saw the inside 
for the first time, it was a wonderful evening – I never 
imagined then, aged twenty-two, that it would become 
such a big part of my life!

How did you end up becoming our Education Officer? 
Have you always worked in education?
I think I was destined to teach from a young age, and a 
summer spent in Canada at a ‘kiddie camp’ confirmed this 
for me. I qualified as a primary teacher at Nottingham Trent 
University and worked for fifteen years in various schools in 
the region, including Nottingham City and County, fitting my 
teaching career around my two daughters when they were 
small. Back in 2003, I was looking for a job, and wanting 
something ‘different’ to just classroom teaching which would 
still fit around the girls. It’s funny how some of the best things 
in life happen when you’re least expecting it, one Sunday 
morning I wandered into our local church in Keyworth and 
met the then Education Officer, who was expecting a baby.  
A long conversation later, I decided to apply for her maternity 
cover and was interviewed (David Leaning was Dean at the 
time), and started with great trepidation in March 2004 for a 
nine month period. Nearly fifteen years later… I’m still here. 

It was a steep learning curve, I knew nothing about 
cathedrals, heritage learning or quite what the role 
entailed. Over the years the job has evolved to include 
Time Travelling – and for several years it was a job share 
with Emma until she left in 2016 when I started full 
time. I’ve been so lucky, Chapter have always given me 
the freedom to develop the work in my own way, even 
supporting the transformation of the east end into 
Narnia for our ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe’ 
exhibitions, quite a few year ago now, including a forest 
in the south quire aisle, thrones at the high altar and a 
installing a ‘river’ in the north quire aisle. 

How about outside of work – what do you like doing 
when you’re not here?
I love running in the countryside near where I live. We’ve 
got a collie, so he needs plenty of exercise and at this time 
of year I’m out with him before work with my torch before 
it’s light! I’m also still very much involved in performing 
arts, we love going to musicals especially when our girls 
are in the cast, and for years I could be found backstage 
as a chaperone for various dance shows, pantomimes etc. 
in theatres all over Nottingham. Now they’re older, I have 
time to do more myself and am a member of two societies 
and about to perform in Calamity Jane. For the last couple 
of years I’ve also been a member of the community choir 
at my church. 

Do you think your background in the performing arts 
has helped you with your jobs as a teacher?
Well… working with children can be a bit of an act to be 
honest, especially if you’re feeling under the weather. 
When I started the job, standing up in front of the 
crowds of children at Time Travelling, I just had to put 
the teacher hat on and imagine this was just a school 
assembly – it was terrifying… I tried to forget the adults 
were there. Although I am a little bit of an exhibitionist, 
I suppose, at heart, so if there is a costume to be worn, a 
story to be told in character or if there’s four hundred 
people all in the nave looking at me waiting for me to 
speak I quite enjoy it (but don’t tell anyone!) So yes, 
maybe it does help. 

How does your job now compare to when you worked 
in a more traditional educational role?
What’s great about this job is working with so many 
different groups of people. One day I might have a class  
of children in front of me, the next I might be giving a  
talk or training a group of adults or University students 
while the next I might be in the office or working on the 
Heritage Lottery project. It’s so interesting and never  
dull. I have a lot more contact with adults now than I 
did as a primary school teacher, which I’m surprised to 
say I enjoy very much. Seeing some of our volunteers 
developing new skills and confidence with children and 
families is very rewarding.
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I think if I miss something about teaching it’s being 
central to the little community that you create in your 
classroom, and the way you become a huge part of 
children’s lives. You know them intimately, get to know 
the families and you are able to make a difference 
and care about them as individuals. One of the great 
things for us on the education team though is that 
we generally see the best of them – any behaviour or 
learning issues don’t really show as they are somewhere 
new and exciting. The down side is we usually don’t 
even have time to learn names. However, the Minster is 
a community which I love belonging to and I feel very 
much a valued part of it – it’s very different from a school, 
but I wouldn’t swap it. I still identify myself as a teacher 
if someone asks what I do, but explaining the context can 
take a while! I really can’t imagine a job that I could enjoy 
more or would find more fulfilling or fun or rewarding or 
interesting. I just absolutely love it.

You do a lot of work with schools, can you tell me a bit 
about that?
Well we have to be versatile, as we work with any age 
group from tiny tots in nursery to A-level students and 
cover all sorts of curriculum areas delivering events and 
small scale tailor-made learning sessions. As a primary 
teacher, working with the secondary age-range is a skill 
I’ve had to learn on the job. I taught mainly five – seven 
year olds so my first secondary school visit with forty year 
9 students on the theme of ‘Hope’ was something of a 
scary experience. It was back in 2004, but I still remember 
it! Thankfully the fantastic team of education volunteers 
was there to supply experience and kind words – thanks to 
them I survived and have gone on to rather enjoy the older 
age groups, which has surprised me. With older students 
I do rely on bringing in those with more specialist subject 
knowledge, so thank goodness we have a wealth of 
knowledge to draw on among staff, volunteers and from 
across the Diocese. Having our office at Jubilee House is a 
real bonus, as our colleagues over there are always glad to 
help when they can too and have lots of useful contacts.

Mainly schools want their visit to complement their 
Religious Education (RE) teaching – Time Travelling 
is of course our biggest event which is very explicitly 
RE focussed and our year 6 leavers’ days in July is a 
time when six hundred students come and think about 
how they can ‘make a difference’ in the world as they 
become adults. One-off events are always interesting. 
A few years ago I teamed up with the Diocesan Schools 
Advisors and we put together an ‘inter-faith day’ when 
representatives of eight faith groups set up stations 
in the Minster with food, clothes and faith artefacts. 
Children were able to stop and chat with them and ask 
them openly about their beliefs. My favourite question 
came in the plenary ‘how can you all be good friends 
when you believe different things?’ With tailor-made 
days, the range of things we get asked for is quite broad –  

most taken from our education programme. Aspects 
of history, sacred art, literacy are the most common, 
and our new Romans in Southwell day for which we 
collaborated with Southwell Community Archaeology 
Group is great fun. 

You also work with children and their families outside 
of schools, what does that involve?
In my role, ‘families’ are the visitors who come at 
weekends and school holidays, for entertainment, if 
you like. There’s always a trail at the information desk, 
and the stewards are really good about giving them 
out when families visit, along with a torch and a pair of 
binoculars which children love. I work closely with the 
chief steward and we’ve been revising what is on offer 
over the last couple of years including creating special 
trails for Christmas and Easter, and a ‘Fabulous Beasts’ 
trail, inspired by the JK Rowling film, ‘Fantastic Beasts’. 
The big success, of course, for the last two years has been 
‘Brickminster’. This was down to the Oswald family, who 
suggested it and made and installed the little Lego models. 
Over one thousand trail leaflets disappeared over the 
summer, so it really brought in lots of visitors, and we 
look forward to this year’s trail Brickminster Windows, 
inspired by the stained glass.

Can you tell me a bit about the family fun days? I helped 
at the summer one last year and it was a lot of fun!
Yes, you got covered in paint I seem to remember! Funding 
from the Archbishop’s Palace Heritage Lottery project 
meant we were able to employ a part time member of 
staff to establish some new family learning days. She is 
no longer with us as her contract ended with the project, 
but she set up a February Romans themed family fun day, 
as well as a summer fun day, which I intend to continue 
with as we seem to have quite a following now. Last year’s 
summer fun day had a Brickminster Centuries feel about 
it and five – six hundred people came. It was so much 
fun, we had Robin Hood and his merry outlaws in the 
garden, medieval musicians, a jester, wood-turner and 
a traditional weaver. It was a real highlight of my year; it 
was so great to see lots of very happy people wandering 
around in the sunshine.

You also run education days for adults too. How did 
that come about?
For years, adults who came with children to Time 
Travelling asked ‘can you do something like this for 
adults?’ We kept discussing it but needed an audience. 
When we were asked if we could put on some activities 
in the morning in advance of a special service for older 
people in the afternoon, the opportunity was there to do it. 
I think we offered four or five workshops that year, which 
people who were coming to the service could opt to do. 
We made cake and gave everybody a cup of tea, it was very 
well received. It grew from there really and it’s now an 
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Diana and Matt at 
the Sandford award 
ceremony in London

established day which we call the ‘Discovery Day’. It runs 
annually in September and adults can choose from a menu 
of informal, fun sessions – normally around fourteen to 
choose from. There are talks, tours and workshops and 
people love to see behind the scenes or explore places not 
usually open to the public, for example, this year the Dean 
has kindly agreed to have people at the Residence for a 
session with her.

What would you say the highlights of 2018 were for you?
2018 was great. One of my absolute favourite days was 
that beautiful summer’s day in July when the staff served 
afternoon tea to the Minster volunteers in the walled 
garden. It was fantastic to be able to thank them in this 
way, and see everybody together in that beautiful setting, 
even though my feet hurt by the time we’d finished the 
washing up!

Receiving our Sandford Award from the Heritage 
Education Trust at the Tower of London was a very 
proud moment for Matt and me. We were inspected in 

June during Time Travelling and our judges asked us 
about content, learning outcomes and quality of delivery 
as well as checking paperwork like liability insurance, 
safeguarding and risk assessments and we had a grilling 
in the refectory afterwards. They even interviewed school 
staff and members of the volunteer team. Since then, 
we’ve been touched really by how many people have patted 
us on the back and made such positive comments – it’s 
meant a lot. 

What, for you, is the most important thing about  
your job?
Last year about eight thousand people came through the 
Minster for education and family learning and, for me,  
my biggest focus is on welcome. One thing that I often say 
to the education volunteers is that yes, we have learning 
objectives to meet, but whilst people will forget what they 
learnt, they won’t forget how they felt when they were 
learning it. I hope that that comes across to children and 
accompanying adults in our enthusiasm for what we do. 
Of course the wonderful hospitality cupboard means we 
can offer a cuppa and biscuit to staff, which they seem to 
really appreciate, and it’s a good chance to chat informally 
with them. Time and time again parent helpers tell us 
that they didn’t know the Minster was here. Some people 
have barriers when it comes to places of worship I think, 
and it’s rewarding when you begin to see them relaxing, 
smiling and being willing to stop and have a chat – and ask 
you when they can come back!

What do you love about working here?
I love the town but my home is in Keyworth. There’s this 
moment as I drive over the road from Nottingham, just 
before you get to the Minster school, where the minster 
pops up out of the trees and I still after all these years 
very often look at it and think, ‘wow, that’s actually where 
I work, I’m so lucky.’ The Minster itself is a big part of 
why I love working here, but the staff and the community 
around it are great too. If you have a bad day in the office 
or things get to you a bit, I sometimes just take myself for a 
little walk to the Minster at twilight and light a candle and 
think ‘yeah, actually, not so bad, is it, working here’. 

“Excellent activities and 
organisation resulted in a really 

enjoyable day of learning.  
Thank you!”

Assistant Head, Henry Whipple Academy



Remembrance poems 
by year 8 students

My earliest remembrance of Southwell Minster 
was of not being there. When I was a little girl, 
my parents were invited to attend the Millenary 
Evensong at the Minster on June 9th 1956 to 
commemorate the granting of a charter, in 956, 
by King Eadwy to Oskytel Archbishop of York, of 
the Manor of Southwell where the Minster was 
built. This service was to be attended by Princess 
Margaret; my eight-year old self very much resented 
not being able to go to the Minster to see such a 
romantic figure. My mother told me how small and 
vulnerable the Princess looked among the towering 
clergy; she had been something of a cause célèbre 
just a few months earlier after breaking off her 
engagement to Peter Townsend.

Four years later I was taken to the Minster as 
a special prize for doing well in an art test. We 
had an inspired teacher who shared her passion 
for medieval architecture with twelve-year old 
school girls. For me it was love at first sight: from 
the splendour of the Norman nave to the Mousey 
Thompson mice, from the sublime elegance of the 
Chapter House to the pigs eating acorns, hidden 
under one of its oak leaf capitals. 

When my father was ordained deacon and 
then priest by Bishop Barry in the 1960s I first 
experienced the Minster as something more than a 
building. With my church choir I spent many RSCM 
Saturdays practising for evensong and as a ‘clergy 
child’ was invited, by the Bishop, to a ball in the 
great hall, very much an occasion for a new dress.

For over 20 years my involvement in a European 
exchange programme for students at the college 
where I was vice-principal meant that Southwell 
was regularly part of the itinerary for the many 

Remembering and Remembrance 

teachers with whom I made friends. French and 
Swedish, German and Polish, Spanish and Russian 
all took home a memory of the Minster. 

The light and warmth and glory of a minster 
Midnight Mass (attended at the request and in the 
company of my eldest son) then emerging into the 
snow-filled darkness of Christmas morning, the 
priesting of a dear friend – one of the first women 
to be ordained, ‘The Messiah’, Michael Morpurgo, 
The Sixteen (the list goes on) and, since retirement, 
Time Travelling are all part of treasured life events 
which have happened here.

Time Travelling. What a privilege it has been to 
be a part of this amazing outreach to the children 
of our city and county: telling stories to the little 
ones, watching the sharp-eyed try to the count the 
number of angels in the west window, encouraging 
small hands to touch and feel the Stations of the 
Cross and by so doing to discover something of 
its meaning, sharing a last supper re-enactment 
with older ones and seeing how those from other 
traditions and cultures recognise that we have 
more in common than things that divide us.

“Remembrance”, a schools’ day commemorating 
the end of WW1 in Nov 2018, was a particularly 
special day. A wonderful ‘Footprints’ one-man 
performance based on the Christmas Truce in 
1914 was followed by an exploration of the Minster. 
We looked long and hard at the war memorial in 
the south transept, discovered hidden secrets 
about the Airmen’s Chapel and ‘read’ images and 
messages in the wonderful Great War Window. All 
these experiences came together in the poetry the 
year 8s created and shared at the end of the day in 
their own Act of Remembrance. 

Education volunteer 
Dorothy Mountford 
reflects on her lifelong 
love of the Minster
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My story starts right here in Southwell where I grew up. My 
memories of childhood centre largely around playing out 
with friends in the fields and streams near where I lived, an 
area which we called ‘The Dumbles’ (there is a Wikipedia 
page that will explain what a ‘Dumble’ is if this term is 
new to you!). I attended Holy Trinity Infants, Lowes Wong 
Juniors, The Minster School and Clarendon College before 
moving into the wonderful world of full time work! I always 
wanted to work, not study so whilst growing up, I had jobs 
ranging from delivering newspapers, washing pots and 
peeling veg at the Bramley Apple, weeding & potting at 
Brinkley Nursery and if you have lived in Southwell a long 
time (over twenty-five years) then you have probably eaten 
chips made by my fair hand at the fish and chip shop!

At the age of twenty-two I met Sam – we helped run 
Pathfinders together at Holy Trinity Church, a church I had 
been a part of my whole life. We married the following year 
and bought our first home on Lower Kirklington Road.

In 2001, after the birth of William (eighteen) we moved 
to Kenilworth in Warwickshire where Sam worked as a 
Youth Minister and I completed a BA in Theology. We lived 
there for eleven years and during that time Amy (fifteen) 
and Oliver (twelve) came along. I then worked as Parish 
Administrator for our church and my love affair with admin 
began, over the years working for CPAS in Warwick with 
the Youth & Children’s team and then as Facilities Manager, 
combining admin with looking after our building and 
overseeing a small team. It was during this time that I got 
involved in CPAS Venture Holidays, Christian house party 
camps for eight – eighteen year olds. I have now led on 
about twenty camps and have responsibility for an Easter 
ski trip to Switzerland. This past year Sam and I started a 
new initiative: Nottinghamshire Schools Venture, working 
with schools and CPAS Ventures. I should add at this point 
that if you know anyone aged thirteen – eighteen who may 

A Brief History of Matt Hustwayte

be interested in a very good value youth ski trip please 
speak to me (shameless plug over!).

In 2011 Sam was accepted for ordination and we moved 
to Bramcote where I spent a very happy two years being 
house-husband, Churchwarden for St Helen’s Stapleford, 
administrator for New Wine summer conferences, and Ski 
Venture organiser while Sam trained. I felt like I had moved 
into semi-retirement – it was brilliant! Sadly, all good 
things come to an end and in 2013 we moved to Arnold  
so Sam could take up post of Curate and I started the role  
I am now in. Six years on we live in the vicarage in Calverton 
(enough said)! I love DIY projects which, along with hockey, 
running and watching almost any sport is how I spend my 
‘spare time’. I also love travelling and am always dreaming of 
what I can build or where I can travel to next!

My current role as Education Administrator largely 
involves the administrative tasks around organising visits for 
the five thousand plus children who travel to the Minster each 
year on organised visits as well as the Discovery Day: taking 
bookings, fielding questions from school staff and chasing up 
payments. I keep all our databases up to date and ensure our 
large team of wonderful volunteers have all the paperwork 
they need in order to carry out their roles – communication is 
a large part of the job. I am passionate about things being run 
well and, as a practical person, love to get stuck into the visits 
themselves albeit behind the scenes ensuring technology 
works properly, resources are in the right place at the right 
time and that everyone gets a cup of tea!

I find it hard to believe that I have been working for the 
Minster for nearly six years and Time Travelling in March 
will be my 13th (I still feel like a newcomer!). During this 
time, as a result of my badgering schools to book, over 
twenty-five thousand children have been through the doors 
of The Minster ‘Time Travelling’ and I am very much looking 
forward to us welcoming several thousand more this year.

Get to know 
our Education 
Administrator a little 
better as he recalls his 
childhood in Southwell 
and the events which 
brought him back here 
to the Minster and his 
current post.
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After twenty-four years, Time Travelling continues 
to attract three thousand school children every year 
over two weeks: March for Key Stage 2 (seven – eleven 
year olds) and June for the younger Key Stage 1 ( five –  
seven year olds). Some of the foam matting given by 
the Friends many years ago for children to sit on in 
the Nave is still going strong! Here, Gillian Bakewell, 
a long standing TT volunteer shares her experiences 
of this flagship educational event for the Minster. 

2001 was a significant year for me. In April, I took early 
retirement from a fulfilling career in education and in June 
I became a Time Traveller. Or, as I was greeted by a past 
Time Travelling pupil whom I met by chance: ‘I know you, 
you’re that travelling woman’. Hopefully I had made an 
impression for the right reasons.

The children in my school had Time Travelled since 
its inception so I was keen to become a volunteer and to 
be a part of the extraordinary experience that is Time 
Travelling. The sight of the Nave filled with children 
gathered for collective worship is an awe inspiring 
spectacle and I, along with the other team members,  
am privileged to be a part of it.

The team is made up of volunteers (clergy and lay) 
from across the Diocese – and beyond – who have the 
desire and commitment to reach out to children (and 

their accompanying adults) from the city and county 
schools. Through Time Travelling we invite them to 
explore Christian pilgrimage, worship and faith through 
interactive sessions using drama, stories, costumes and 
crafts. We are told by teachers that visiting a living place 
of worship not only complements but enhances the 
children’s learning. We are also aware that adults enjoy 
Time Travelling too.

For many children, and indeed adults, it is not only 
their first visit to the Minster but to any church. We are 
aware that they arrive with a wide range of feelings, 
expectations and possibly anxiety so as a team we offer 
a warm welcome, a smile and the aim to be a blessing to 
someone each day. The very adaptable team members 
arrive early each day to be greeted (often with relief!) by 
our talented education team who work tirelessly to make 
Time Travelling such a success.

In the Nave we prepare ourselves for the day with a 
team meeting. We are briefed on the day ahead and share 
joys and concerns; thankfully since the availability of 
toilets in the Archbishop’s Palace, portaloos are not the 
main concern – although rubbish continues to be on the 
agenda! Team prayers led by volunteers or staff prepare 
us for the day ahead. It is a privilege to share with the 
children and adults the beautiful Minster, the activities 
and my faith.

A Personal View  
of Time Travelling
Gillian Bakewell
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‘I can do all this through 
him who gives me strength’ 
Philippians 4:13

Children at Time 
Travelling are given a 
candle to take back to 
school as a memento. 
They are a reminder 
of the words we open 
and close the day with 

‘Jesus is the light of  
the world.’

Up to three hundred 
and fifty children visit 
each day during Time 
Travelling and enjoy 
singing their special 
songs on arrival and 
as they leave.
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Partner Organisations
Peter Kent

The education team has benefited from several fruitful 
partnerships over the years, the most recent of these 
being with Southwell Community Archaeology Group 
(SCAG) in the creation of a day for schools on the theme 
of the Romans, to fit in with the Key Stage 2 (age seven –  
eleven) curriculum. SCAG has also contributed to our 
family fun days, giving children and families the chance 
to handle genuine Roman artefacts and find out about 
our villa. We have appreciated their enthusiasm and 
expertise which they brought to this project, which took 
a year to come to fruition. Peter Kent from SCAG, and 
member of the Minster community for many years, 
explains what it involves. 

Members of Southwell Community Archaeology Group have 
welcomed the opportunity to participate in the Schools 
Romans Days organised by Diana Ives and the Cathedral 
Education Team. It has been a real pleasure to share our 
enthusiasm for archaeology with school children and they 
have proved to be equally enthusiastic. It is fitting that the 
theme has been The Romans as the group was formed ten 
years ago to oppose residential development over part of 
Southwell’s Roman Villa complex on the former Minster 
School site. The land, now known as Higgons Mead, 
was purchased and generously donated to the people of 
Southwell by Duncan Higgons and family and protected for 
cultural, archaeological and environmental purpose under 
the stewardship of the Chapter of Southwell Minster.

The day begins with a timeline, setting the Romans in 
context – highlighting key events in the Minster’s history, 
and noting its Romanesque architecture. We then explore 
the site and imagine what was happening there almost 
two thousand years ago. Although the remains are now 

deep underground, the children are shown photographs of 
mosaic floors and the terrace wall which were taken during 
excavations. There are also illustrations of an aisled barn, 
watermill, bathhouse and villa courtyard which were once 
on the site and, in the Minster, the children can see actual 
Roman painted ceiling plaster and a tessellated pavement – 
all of which help to fire their imaginations.

Since its formation, Southwell Community 
Archaeology Group has had a close relationship with 
the Minster and facilitated the return to Southwell of 
archaeological finds from the former school site. It has 
been very satisfying to be able to show the children 
the sort of artefacts found in Southwell and to let them 
handle some fragments of genuine Roman pottery 
and building materials. They are given ‘dirty’ finds to 
clean using bowls of water and toothbrushes, just like 
professional archaeologists, and then helped to identify 
what they have revealed by comparing their finds with 
examples and illustrations. They are invited to create 
their own piece of Pottery in clay.

The final activity of the day, led by the Minster education 
team uses evidence from the previous two sessions and, 
using maps of the town and illustrations, children speculate 
about the daily life of the inhabitants of the villa, try on 
Roman costumes and handle replica artefacts. They make 
their own Roman style bracelet to take home.

Dean Nicola is a Patron of the Group and a number of 
Trustees are actively involved in Minster affairs. Last year 
we started a Heritage Lottery funded project carrying 
out an archaeological investigation of Vicars Court and 
the Residence garden which is still in progress. When 
complete, this work should provide further material to be 
shared with the wider community.

Romans activities are 
closely matched with 
the History National 
Curriculum and as 
hands-on as possible.



p. 13

A Secondary School Teacher’s Perspective  
on School Visits

Why run school trips? It’s not as if teachers don’t have 
enough to do already! Sometimes it may seem quite 
daunting to organise a trip – planning the date up to a year 
in advance, justifying the expense and time away from the 
classroom to the school, arranging transport, writing to 
parents, collecting and chasing consent forms, organising 
group lists, listening to X number of tearful reasons why 
student A absolutely must be in the same group as student 
B to prevent the collapse of life-as-we-know-it. We will 
complete risk assessments, submit risk assessments, 
revise those risk assessments and resubmit them, send 
out endless reminders to staff, students and parents about 
where to meet, what to bring, when we’ll be back, and 
arrange packed lunches for students entitled to free school 
meals. We may need to book the school minibus, drive the 
school minibus, park the school minibus in an impossibly 
tight space with fifteen critical voices offering advice (“no 
thanks Connor, if it’s all the same to you I’d prefer not to 
ram that Fiat Panda out of the way”), ensure equal access 
for all, check medication, deal with student behaviour 
without the support of colleagues back at school while 
supervising groups and counting heads. 

The potential for things to go wrong is huge – there are 
lots of reasons not to run educational visits, but they bring 
learning to life: engaging learners in an experience outside 
their environment and offer a new frame of reference for 
future learning. They are about equality – ensuring the 
whole class, or year group, have access to the same hands-
on experiences that makes their learning relevant. They 
give an eleven year old who has never left a twenty mile 
radius of home, and who has no knowledge of the world, the 
opportunity to grow into a school leaver who is aware of his 
or her environment, culture and history. 

I love to bring my students to the Minster. The 
programme of activities led by the Education team is worth 
all the planning and is educationally second to none. The 
visit is designed around the school’s learning needs, with 
carefully planned workshops led by experienced staff 
and volunteers who provide the backbone to the day. On 
school trips students learn while having fun. In a couple of 
years’ time the classroom lesson on Baptism will likely be 
forgotten in the fog of a crowded curriculum, but the trip 
where they took part in a workshop on Baptism will stay 
in their minds for years to come. The “Sacred Space” visit 
that Diana and the Education team put on for my students 
is full of hands-on workshops on topics we work on in class, 
but there’s no way you can teach about Holy Communion to 
eleven year olds and expect them to remember it as well as 
they will from a session sitting in the chancel acting it out 
together. Similarly all the hours in the school day labouring 
how and why marriage is conducted in a church will be 
nowhere near as effective as a ‘real-life pretend’ marriage 
between classmates, led by a priest. It all breeds familiarity 
with the Minster – and Church traditions – for a largely 
unchurched generation and provides an opportunity to meet 
some very interesting people.

A visit to Southwell Minster is so much more than just a 
visit – it is a full day of learning with varied workshops and 
reflection time. This is educational gold happening at your 
local Minster and offered on a budget to make it accessible. 
This year we brought one hundred and sixty four of our Year 
7 students – a whole-cohort experience. You get so much 
more than subject-specific education at the Minster: it is 
social, moral, cultural and spiritual too – the whole purpose 
of education wrapped up neatly into a day out: I would 
recommend it to any school.

Harworth Church of England Academy have had a rich 
and long established connection with Southwell Minster 
over many years. As a school we have taken part in many 
different events including the annual Year 6 Leavers’ 
Day, Time Travelling and the recent Remembrance Day 
commemorating the centenary of World War I. Every event 
we attend is always thoroughly enjoyed by the pupils as it 
provides them with space and time to reflect on thought 
provoking themes or events in such a welcoming place. The 
pupils feel comfortable in expressing their thoughts and 
opinions outside of the classroom and the days provide 
them with the opportunity to think more deeply about 
world issues/themes, to learn more about Christianity or to 
consider their own feelings. Visits to the Minster are always 
well organised and relevant to children’s learning – many 
pupils ask to continue work back in the classroom and 
some wonderful pieces of work have been created following 

a visit. A warm welcome from the Minster staff and 
volunteers is always guaranteed and staff / parent helpers 
feel able to relax and enjoy a day out with our children – and 
of course coffee and biscuits from the brilliant hospitality 
cupboard are always a bonus. The team provides time for 
the pupils to share their thoughts and questions with them 
and many pupils feel inspired by what has been discussed. 
Harworth Church of England Academy feel extremely 
blessed to be able to take the pupils to these events as it 
truly does enhance their education in many different ways. 
We are looking forward with anticipation to our upcoming 
visits in June and July this year. 

Sarah Booker is Deputy Head at Harworth Church 
of England Academy and teaches Year Six. She has 
worked at the school for sixteen years and feels extremely 
lucky to work alongside such amazing children, staff, 
governors and parents on a daily basis. 

A School’s Perspective

Primary class teacher 
Sarah Booker reflects 
on the impact of school 
visits for her pupils

James Fenby has 
brought secondary 
students to the 
Minster for the last 
ten years while in post 
at two large schools. 
Currently Head of 
Humanities at Hall 
Park Academy in 
Eastwood, he offers a 
realistic insight into 
their organisation  
and worth.
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Children’s Voices

Making our own green man in the Education Garden

School visits take place throughout the year – some are 
events we organise and some are tailor-made to suit a 
single school or group. Children were asked to remember 
their recent visits. We have taken some short extracts 
from their writing and comments. 

“In December 2018, we sang carols, performed a 
play and read parts of the bible to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth and to enjoy Christmas. The play was not 
about the nativity this year, it was about the soldiers 
in the war, reading letters they had written to their 
loved ones at home…. After that, ‘Stille Nacht’ was 
sung sweetly from all around. Parents enjoyed 
the service and children enjoyed taking part. The 
Minster is the perfect place to remember Jesus and 
all the things he did for us.”

Clara, Year 5 pupil  
at Lowe’s Wong Junior School

“It was very kind of Diana to show us lots 
of green men that were in the Minster. It 
inspired Year 5 to make some of their own. 
It was so much fun to make them out of clay.”

Poppy, Year 5 pupil  
at Lowe’s Wong Junior School

“We came back to school buzzing…”
Indira, Year 5 pupil  
at Lowe’s Wong Junior School

“It was fun to express 
our creativity…”
Bethany, Year 5 pupil  
at Lowe’s Wong Junior School

“I loved my end creation!”
Betty

“The window is an 
inspiring picture and 
gives hope to everyone.”
Year 6 pupil 
Harworth Academy

“Year 5 and 6 went down to Southwell Minster to 
commemorate 100 years since the end of World 
War 1. We found …. silhouettes of fallen soldiers. 
We did a selection of activities including the  
2 minutes silence and we sang a song from  

‘The Armed Man’ by Karl Jenkins. We also looked 
at the Great War Memorial window which had 
different symbolic images on it to help us 
remember what happened during the war….
we looked at the stone memorial to the Polish 
soldiers who died in the Second World War.
As we put the stones in the bowls we thought 
about the people who died in the wars and to 
be grateful that they sacrificed their chance in 
life for us. I really found the whole experience 
touching.”

Anna, Year 5 pupil  
at Lowe’s Wong Junior School
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Structure, governance and management

The governing document is the Constitution and Rules of 4 June 1994, 
as amended on 13 June 1998 and further amended on 9 June 2001. 
The Council meet three times every year to agree the broad strategy 
and areas of activity including consideration of grant making to 
the Southwell Cathedral Chapter, financial review and reserves, 
investment, risk management, publicity and performance. The day to 
day administration is delegated to the principal officers in particular 
the Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Pepperpots’ editor 
and Events Secretary. All Council members including the principal 
officers give their time voluntarily and receive no benefits. There were 
no changes to the Council during the year under review.

Objectives and activities

The Friends of Southwell Cathedral exist to bind together all those who 
love the Cathedral Church and who desire to help in preserving for 
posterity the fabric of this ancient and historic building, in maintaining 
public worship therein and in enhancing its adornment. The Council 
has kept in mind the Charity Commissioners’ guidance on public benefit. 
The focus of The Friends’ activities remains the fulfilment of the objects of 
the charity for the benefit of the Cathedral, which welcomes everyone 
without restriction. Membership of The Friends is open to all, subject 
to a subscription, the amount of which is at the discretion of the member. 

Achievements and performance

Specific financial contributions and continued financial support to the 
Minster were made during the year including £30,000 as partnership 
funding for the Leaves of Southwell Project. A further £120,000 will be 
donated over the years 2019 to 2021. A sum of £4,000 was also given 
as a major contribution to the development cost of the Cathedral’s new 
website. 

The Friends have enjoyed another year of varied events and outings, 
the first of which was a visit to Wakefield Cathedral on 8th May. Mrs 
Sue Hopkin decided to retire as Events Secretary having organised 
outings since 1995. She was thanked at the AGM and presented with 
flowers and a gift by Dean Nicola. Mr Malcolm Stacey and his wife 
Mary kindly agreed to arrange the autumn outing. 

Our 71st Festival was held on Saturday 16th June and began as usual 
with coffee in the Crossing. This was followed by a lecture in the Nave 
given by Canon Nigel Coates and Charlie Leggatt entitled ‘The Leaves of 
Southwell’. They had visited Naumburg in Germany to look at the stone 
carvings in the Cathedral there. The AGM in the State Chamber, chaired 
by Dean Nicola and with Bishop Paul welcoming all those present, was 
followed by an excellent tea, once again provided by Margaret Bagguley. 
Our preacher at Evensong was the Right Reverend David Hawtin, former 
Bishop of Repton and a former Archdeacon of Newark.

The autumn outing on October 9th took us to the Nottingham 
Council House where we had a most interesting guided tour. In the 
afternoon we visited St Barnabas Roman Catholic Cathedral and heard 
much about Pugin who had designed the building and we had time 
before tea to explore the church.

On November 21st we were delighted to hear another of Charlie 
Leggatt’s illustrated talks, this time on the Percival David Foundation 
of Chinese Art. Margaret Noble once again provided refreshments. Our 
twice yearly magazine, Pepperpots, is now edited by Charlie and we are 
grateful to him for taking on this role.

In 2018 we welcomed 20 new Friends. Once again, our thanks are 
due to everyone at Brooks Mayfield Limited, our accountants and 
independent examiners, our investment advisers, Brewin Dolphin, the 
Minster staff and to all our members for their continuing support.

Financial review

Our accumulation of sufficient reserves over recent years put us 
in good financial health to begin the first £30,000 tranche of our 
promised contribution of £150,000 to the Leaves Project originally 
over five years, but we will be able to afford an acceleration of the 
contributions remaining to be over the next three years instead of four 
years. We contributed £4,000 to the cost of the Cathedral’s website 
development costs. We continued financing the usual regular expenses 
of the Needlework Guild (and saw fit to increase that funding slightly 
in the latter part of the year), the Flower Guild and the maintenance 
of the audio machines hired out to visitors. The design, printing and 
postage cost of “Pepperpots” was higher than in previous years. The 
one-off design costs were offset by a generous gift-aided donation. The 
skill of the Needlework Guild produced a magnificent replacement of 
the stolen Bishop Ridding’s cope hood and no one apparently could 
discern the slightest difference from the original. The cost was paid for 
by the Friends. 

We were indeed grateful to receive donations amounting to 
£4,636 in the year. Tax recovered on gift-aided subscriptions and 
donations amounted to £2,830. Investment income reached £20,076. 
Subscription income remained comparable with previous years.  
Total expenditure at £51,561 exceeded income of £37,662 to produce  
a deficit of £13,899, which was funded from our reserves.

It is hardly surprising that in these uncertain times, the value of 
the investment portfolio fell. The net loss on investment sales and 
revaluation of the remaining investments amounted to £43,610.  
A total deficit of £57,509 reduced the total capital funds carried 
forward to £624,176. Our capital comprises for the most part a 
diversified portfolio of investments valued at £540,910 at 31 December 
2018 and bank deposits of £89,928, which latter together with forecast 
projected income net of regular expenditure should enable the trustees 
to satisfy approved funding applications from Southwell Cathedral 
Chapter including the commitment to the Leaves Project. The trustees 
continue to maintain through the assistance of its investment advisers, 

The Friends Of Southwell Cathedral

Report of the trustees for the year ended 31st December 2018 

The trustees present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 31st December 2018. 
The trustees who served during the year and up to the date of this report are set out on the back page
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Brewin Dolphin, its policy to generate income and capital appreciation 
over the medium to long term, whilst adopting an appropriate ethical 
investment policy. 

Statement of trustees’ responsibilities

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Annual Report 
and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and 
United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice).

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the 
trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which 
give a true and fair view of charity and of the incoming resources and 
application of resources of the charity for that year. In preparing these 
financial statements the trustees are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them 
consistently

• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP
• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent
• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been 

followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and 
explained in the financial statements; and

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis  
unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue 
in operation. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records 
which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial 
position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the relevant law. They are also responsible for 
safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable 
steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

On behalf of the board:

The Dean of Southwell The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan
27th February 2019

Honorary Treasurer Roger Wilson
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Present
President, The Right Revd Paul Williams
Chairman, The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan 
Hon Treasurer, Mr Roger Wilson
Hon Secretary, Mrs Alison Salter
and approximately 100 Friends

Dean Nicola welcomed the Friends, and Bishop Paul, to their Annual 
General Meeting.

The meeting opened with a prayer.

01. Apologies
were received from Mr Tim Richmond, member of Council, and 
70 Friends. Dean John Guille and his wife Sue sent greetings from 
Guernsey. 

02. The minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting
were included with the Spring 2018 edition of Pepperpots. Mrs Beryl 
Balmer proposed the acceptance of the minutes and Mr Roy Pearson 
seconded. They were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

03. Matters arising
There were none 

04. Introductory remarks from the President Bishop Paul Williams
Bishop Paul welcomed all the Friends present and gave his address. 

05. Report from the Chairman, the Very Revd Nicola Sullivan, 
Dean of Southwell
Good afternoon Bishop Paul, our President, and all Friends (old and 
new). It’s always important to prepare for a meeting by reading the 
minutes of the last meeting. So I was amused by my cautionary words 
at the last AGM about the HLF application and The Leaves project. 
While prudent at the time, we have been reminded today that this 
Project has progressed so well and crucially has taken a wide range 
of people and specialisms with it. We have heard in the lecture this 
morning of the excitement and engagement the Project is generating, 
and once again our thanks to Nigel and Charlie for a fascinating and 
illuminating presentation. 

The Stewards have been ‘clicking in’ by hand all visitors to the 
Minster – the statistics are proving very useful as we see trends about 
busiest times and days of the weeks. We know that 55,000 came 
between March 2017 and March 2018 – excluding regulars, Time 
Travelling, schools visits, worshippers, those attending events and 
concerts and so forth. The total for 2017 is 131,000.

So how can we enhance the experience of the visitors and pilgrims 
to this holy ancient site which is also a living church, with the task of 
living and proclaiming Christ as Lord, here to serve its parish, Bishop, 
diocese, town, district, region with its features and story of faith and 
worship here which are of national and international significance?

We have some new appointments bringing fresh energy and 
perspective. Glenn Formoy is heading up Marketing and Events and 
after only six months has made huge inroads in developing the website 
(thank you Friends for a promised £4,000), our presence on social 
media, developing more regular communication, working with local 
media to promote the Minster, (this month the Notts TV History Series 
with 70,000 viewers and ongoing online), as well as promoting the 
Archbishop’s Palace, Education Garden for events – bringing people to 
us. Glenn has worked with the Chief Steward in promoting more group 
guided tours.  There was a 75% increase in 2018. We know that once 
we get people here they love it and want to tell others – ‘why are you so 
hidden?’ is too frequent a question.

 We are working on interpretation, donations and e-card donations, 
the notice boards at the west end of the nave and the messages we 
give through notice boards. We want all our visitors to experience this 
place of prayer and pilgrimage and encounter the hospitality of Christ 
offering refreshment and renewal. 

A few other staff changes. Adele Poulson came into post in March 
as Cathedral Administrator, following Caroline Jarvis’ retirement in 
December after nearly 13 years in the role. Canon Jacqui Jones takes up 
a new post in Chelmsford diocese after 15 years as Canon Precentor. 

The Chapter has some serious and far-reaching challenges in creating 
financial sustainability. And for those of you who keep an eye on the 
national Church’s conversations you will know that cathedrals across 
the country are being encouraged to be more confident about their 
numerous opportunities to further their reach and mission and I am 
convinced that here in Southwell we are blessed with a Chapter, paid staff 
and our 300 volunteers who want this to happen too. 

May I thank the Friends’ Council on your behalf for their hard work 
both around the committee meeting table but also in organising events 
and activities. 

Sincere thanks must go to Sue Hopkin, who with her late husband 
John, has successfully organised the Friends’ outings since 1995, and 
who has now decided to retire.

There is a great determination to raise the profile and increase the 
membership of The Friends – I believe that crucial to this is to find an 
appointment a Vice Chair who can work with me and take a major lead 
in this and fund raising. As I said last year I believe we need a major 
project to rally around, a visible sign that we are not concerned for 
our preservation so much as serving all who come here with the best 
possible facilities. I am confident that we will be able to identify such a 
project as our activities and missional focus increase. 

The Friends formed back in 1947 with three clear aims: To preserve 
the Cathedral; maintain daily worship of God and to conserve and 
enhance the furnishings and adornments. So we ask, what’s happened 
this last year in support to support these aims? 

The Friends Of Southwell Cathedral

Minutes of the 71st Annual General Meeting held in the State Chamber  
in the Great Hall at 2.00pm on Saturday 16th June 2018.



p. 18

You may remember the scaffolding around the quire last summer 
and autumn. I am pleased to report that the repair of the quire aisle 
roofs, replacement of slate with lead (north and south) was completed 
by November – slightly ahead of both budget and time!  Thanks to the 
World War 1 Commemoration Fund this £500,000 project came at no 
extra cost to the Cathedral. But, we of course have ongoing repairs and 
maintenance like any historic building and there are still some minor 
but mysterious leaks in the transepts and nave and we wonder what 
may be to come in the next few years. 

Thank you, Friends, for your pledged support to The Leaves project 
over the next three years in your total giving of £150,000.

Other grants this last year have been: 

• Minster Flower Guild
• Minster Needlework Guild. This will have helped the Guild to 

replace the Bishop Ridding hood, sadly stolen from the clergy 
vestry on Easter Day 2016. 

• Vergers’ and gardeners’ workwear 
• Audio guide maintenance and speech reinforcement maintenance 

Thank you again and I look forward to serving you in the years ahead. 

06. Observations from members on the above
David Turner commented on the increase of visitors to the Minster and 
the importance of thanking people for coming and suggesting they give 
a donation. Would it be possible to give visitors a leaflet asking if they 
would like to go on a mailing list to hear more about the Minster and 
future events?

The Dean responded by saying that a new leaflet is in the process of 
being prepared to give our visitors more information. A new website is 
also being worked on, and social media is playing its part. 

07. Report from the Hon Treasurer – Roger Wilson
The Treasurer began his accounts presentation by saying he was pleased 
that the Bishop was again attending the AGM and of course the Dean 
also. It was important for the Friends to maintain a high profile and the 
attendance of these two very senior clergy helped with that objective. 
He was also encouraged to learn from the Bishop’s address that church 
services with large congregations had begun in a converted hairdressers 
shop in a deprived area and in a barn in a rural part of the county. He 
was pleased to mention the findings of a research group reported in 
yesterday’s Times on the front page that going to church extends one’s life 
by at least six years and surmised that it had to be The Church of England. 
He stated that as far as the accounts were concerned, it was the job of  
this meeting to decide to adopt or not the financial statements set out 
as a five-year summary in Pepperpots (the Spring issue) which had been 
approved by the Council on 21st February 2018. It was his job to explain 
them sufficiently to enable everyone to understand them. The figures 
were drawn from the full set of financial statements, also approved by 

Council on 21st February 2018, for the year to 31st December 2017, copies 
of which were available for anyone wishing to have one. He encouraged 
questions to be asked during and at the end of the presentation. He 
referred to the error arising in the transfer of figures from the accounts to 
Pepperpots in the years 2013 and 2014, whereby the figures had slipped 
two rows. This would not affect our deliberation of the accounts for 2017. 
He mentioned the importance of the Independent Examiners Report in 
giving an opinion on the quality of the financial information presented. 
He summarised their findings that proper books of account had been 
kept, these accounts had been drawn from and were based on those books 
of account and there were no material matters not already  
in the accounts which the Examiner needed to report. The Treasurer then 
turned to explaining the Statement of Financial Activities being a list of 
income received and expenditure paid out, but with the added inclusion 
of income due but not received in the year and expenditure incurred but 
not paid out until after the 31st December. He started with Subscriptions 
received of £12,077 which included life memberships of £2,000. At this 
point, he referred to a matter arising from the 2017 AGM, when Mrs Beryl 
Balmer had asked if life membership amounts were spread over successive 
years to avoid distortion in the figures. Life membership amounts had 
been treated as one-off payments up to then and in these accounts, which 
this year demonstrated perfectly the problem as (annual) subscriptions 
of £12,077, a record high, after the life memberships of £2,000 had 
been removed, were reduced to a more usual level. He said even if 
life membership amounts were prepaid, any remaining prepayment, 
perhaps still substantial, on the death of the subscriber would come 
back as income in that year and would still cause unwanted distortion. 
He suggested in future a separate line in the accounts should be shown 
for life memberships and this was accepted. He went on to highlight 
each item of income and expenditure. He praised Charlie Leggatt for his 
talk on the Dulwich Picture Gallery which brought in £962 and heartily 
recommended Charlie’s forthcoming talk in November. He commented 
on the £5,000 legacy repayment as a mistake by solicitors in 2016 in 
forwarding a cheque to the Friends intended to have been for another 
organisation. “Other payments for the Minster fabric” included £2,000 
towards the cost of grant application submissions to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The other £435 paid for two delegates from the Council to attend a 
Friends organisations conference. This was a very useful and worthwhile 
way of gathering information on how other Friends deal, for instance, 
with the need to increase membership numbers and raise the profile of 
their organisation. AGM costs last year comprised £280 for catering and 
a gift of £29 to the lecturer, Peter Day, for a superb morning lecture. Total 
expenditure amounted to £21,203 against total income of £39,185 giving 
a surplus of £17,982. To this was added the gain of £983 from investments 
sold in the year and a gain of £30,220 from the increase in the value of 
investments held at 31st December 2017 resulting in an increase in capital 
of £49,185 to £681,685. There were no questions at this point and the 
Treasurer moved on to explain the Balance Sheet which he said showed 
the makeup of this capital amount of £681,685. The bulk of the capital is 
in our investments valued at £589,628. The book cost of these had been 
£464,717, seemingly a healthy growth, but the corrosive effect of inflation 
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needed to be borne in mind. Bank and deposit balances amounted to 
£94,458. Investment income due was £863 and had been received since. 
Expenses incurred in the year and paid in 2018 were £3,265. 

Questions were invited. Mr Shaun Boney referred to the marketing 
and development work being carried on by Glenn Formoy and asked 
whether the Friends Council had their own marketing and development 
projects. The answer was “No” as Chapter directed what projects they 
would like the Friends to support financially. The Treasurer went on 
to say that it was his personal opinion that the Friends Council should 
sometimes be involved at the quotations stage, since they were being 
asked to pay. Mr. Boney was not quite in agreement with all aspects of 
that suggestion. He continued by emphasising the importance of raising 
the profile of The Minster. The Treasurer mentioned then the need to 
recruit a well-known name as Patron of the Friends by which both the 
Minster and the Friends profile could be raised. 

Christine Bowering wondered whether there was money available 
for the repair of books in the Minster’s Library and suggested a talk by 
Marion Oswald, the Honorary Librarian, might be given to highlight the 
paucity of money available for such repairs. The Treasurer responded by 
saying that the question had been understood and noted. There being 
no further questions, the Treasurer stated that it was now time to vote 
on adopting or not the accounts as laid before the Meeting. Mrs Lesley 
Barker proposed and Mr Shaun Boney seconded that the accounts should 
be adopted and the Meeting voted unanimously in favour.

08. Election of Independent Examiners
Roger said that he was happy with the way Brooks Mayfield, Chartered 
Accountants, had prepared the 2017 accounts and should be re-elected 
as our Independent Examiners.

This was proposed by Mrs Liz Rose and seconded by Mrs Sue 
Hopkin. This was approved by all members present.

The Dean thanked Roger for the considerable time he puts in 
throughout the year as the Friends’ Treasurer.

09. Report from the Membership Secretary – Margaret Waddington
We have a total of 613 members altogether, an increase of 4 on last year. 
456 are individual memberships. Since the AGM last year we have lost 
24 individual members: 13 have died, 1 has resigned, and 10 have been 
lapsed because they have ceased paying and have not responded to our 
reminder letters. 

Of the individual memberships 94 are joint, 42 are Life Members 
and we have 11 Honorary Members. 28 new members have joined 
during the year. One member, not local, joined because she was so 
impressed by a Guided Tour.

There are 157 corporate members. Corporate Membership includes 
free membership for PCCs, groups and Cathedrals, although some 
PCCs make an annual donation.

The Chairman thanked Margaret for all she does as Membership 
Secretary.

10. Events Report – Malcolm Stacey
Two outings were arranged during the year, both of them to sharply 
contrasting parish churches. In May the cathedral-like parish church 
of Thaxted and neighbouring sights proved a popular destination and 
In September the smaller-scale church at Eyam was the focus of the 
unique plague saga. Friends were delighted to be joined on the latter 
occasion by Bishop Paul and Mrs Williams who entertained them to tea 
at Bishop’s Manor on their return to Southwell.

Sue Hopkin’s heroic record as events secretary since 1995 came to 
an end following the trip to Wakefield Cathedral in May 2018. The Dean 
thanked her profusely for both initiating the idea of outings and for 
maintaining a successful and unbroken succession ever since and made 
a presentation to mark her retirement.

Friends were informed that a visit to the Council House and St 
Barnabas’ Cathedral in Nottingham on 9 October was filling up briskly, 
but no outings would take place in 2019 unless one or more Friends 
volunteered to take on their organisation.

The Dean thanked both Sue and Malcolm for organising the Friends’ 
outings in 2017.

11. Pepperpots report – Malcolm Stacey
Pepperpots appeared twice in 2017, the autumn issue being the last 
under the current editorship and produced in conjunction with the 
new editor, Charlie Leggatt, whose appointment had been announced 
at the 2017 annual general meeting. In addition to all the usual features 
Pepperpots 46 contained an overview of the national conference of 
Cathedral Friends at Ely in October, almost the only coverage which 
this occasion receives in the media. The Dean thanked Malcolm for his 
many years as Editor and Charlie Leggatt for taking on the role in 2018. 
Charlie also thanked Malcolm and his wife Mary for all the years they 
have produced the twice yearly magazine.

12. Any Other Business
Sue Hopkin thanked all present for the gift of flowers and vouchers to 
mark her retirement as Events Secretary.

13. Date of the 2019 Annual General Meeting
This will take place on Saturday, 15th June 2019.

Following the AGM tea was enjoyed in the State Chamber, kindly 
provided by Margaret Bagguley.

At Festal Evensong the preacher was the Right Reverend David 
Hawtin, former Archdeacon of Newark and retired Bishop of Repton.
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I N C O M E  A N D  E N D OW M E N T S

 Subscriptions
 Life membership
 Investment income
 Income tax recovered on gift aided subscriptions
 Donations and legacies
 Charlie Leggatt’s Talks
 Ptolemy Dean Lecture
 Compensation – Royal Mail

Total

E X P E N D I T U R E

Raising Funds
 lnvestment management
 Costs of fundraising

Annual financial support
 Audio tour equipment maintenance
 Flower Guild
 Needlework Guild
 Speech reinforcement system maintenance
 Vergers/Gardeners workwear

Special financial support
 North Porch: cost of restoration work
 Chairs for the nave
 New Cope Hood
 Leaves project
 Other payments for the Minster fabric
 Restore ‘Light of the World’ sculpture
 Secure donations box for use at exhibitions
 Contribution to the cost of new boilers
 Replacement of some leadwork on the Cathedral roof
 Eric Thiman – support for establishing an archive
 Replacement of damaged chair

Support Costs
  “Pepperpots” twice annual newsletter
 Annual General Meeting costs
 Computer depreciation
 Delegates expense for conference attendance
 Postage, telephone, printing, stationery and sundry expenses
 Southwell Cathedral website contribution
 Accountancy and lndependent Examiner’s fee

Total
Net (Expenditure)
Gains/-Losses on lnvestment
Net Movement in Funds
Total Funds brought forward at 1st January
Total Funds carried forward at 31st December

The Friends Of Southwell Cathedral

Summarised financial statements for the years ended 31st December
Statements of financial activities

2018
£

9,670

20,076
2,830
4,636

450

37,662

3,545 3,546 3,276 3,174
30

3,889
1,112

542
2,110
1,867

144

554
2,110

2,390

650
2,110
2,742
3,539

473

656
2,110
2,745
1,708

305

620
2,110
2,653
1,632

349

5,760
342

1,261
4,000
1,200

2,445
309

744

1,170

2,264
331
333

2,112

924

3,036
407
333
330
804

1,410

2,751
240
333

273

1,380

2017
£

10,077
2,000

20,039
2,607
 -1,500

962

34,185

2016
£

8,988
1,000

19,498
2,054

15,841
732

48,113

2015
£

9,672
500

20,277
1,861

2,000

34,310

2014
£

9,630

18,404
2,175

19,327

1,510
204

51,250

51,561
 -13,899

 -43,610
 -57,509

681,685
 £624,176

16,203
17,982
31,203
49,185

632,500
£681,685

22,533
25,580
59,692
85,272

547,228
£632,500

38,826
-4,516

-20,325
-24,841

572,069
£547,228

82,455
-31,205

-648
-31,853

603,922
£572,069

790
30,000

3,779 21,778

13,807
34,000

2,000
10,000

4,742
300
264

2,435
500
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Investments at valuation
Computer equipment at cost less depreciation
Investment income due
Other debtors
Bank and deposit balances
Amounts owed to creditors falling due within one year

Unrestricted funds

Statement of The Council of the Friends of Southwell Cathedral
pertaining to the Summarised Financial Statements

The summarised financial statement contains information from the 
Statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet for the year ended 
31 December 2018, which adopts the SORP applicable to accounts 
prepared in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for 
Smaller Entities. It is not the full statutory report and accounts, which 
were approved by the Council on 27 February 2019 and will be filed 
with the Charity Commission in due course following the Annual 
General Meeting on 15 June 2019.

Copies of the full statutory report and accounts may be obtained 
on application to the Honorary Secretary, Mrs Alison Salter or the 
Honorary Treasurer, Mr Roger Wilson, c/o The Friends of Southwell 
Cathedral, The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, Notts NG25 
0HD. The Independent Examiner issued an unmodified report under 
the provisions of the 2011 Charity Act and the above SORP on the full 
financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2018. The 2018 
summarised financial information is accompanied by summarised 
information for the previous four years for comparative purposes.

Approved by the council and signed on its behalf:

Chairman The Dean of Southwell The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan

Honorary Treasurer R.S.W. Wilson
27th February 2019

540,910
1

1,209
133

89,928
-8,005

£624,176

589,628
1

863

94,458
-3,265

£681,685

547,148
1

1,368

90,139
-6,156

£632,500

507,187
334

1,396

42,251
-3,940

£547,228

531,689
667

42,970
-3,257

£572,069

2018
£

2017
£

2016
£

2015
£

2014
£

Independent Examiner’s Statement on the Summarised 
Financial Statements

I have examined the summary financial statements.
The Council is responsible for the preparation of the summarised 

financial statements in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Charities SORP applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities 
(effective 1 January 2015) and the charity act 2011.

My responsibility is to report to you my opinion on the consistency 
of the summarised financial statements with the full financial 
statements and the Council’s Annual Report.

Having conducted my examination in accordance with the General 
Directions given by the charity Commissioners, I can report that the 
summarised financial statements are consistent with the full annual 
financial statements and the Council’s annual report.

W Oates FCA
Independent Examiner
Brooks Mayfield Limited
Chartered Accountants
12 Bridgford Road
West Bridgford
Notts
NG2 6A8

27th February 2019

Balance sheets as at 31st December for the years
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Out & About 
Retrospective: Nottingham Visit
Malcolm Stacey, Editor Emeritus, writes

For the second outing of 2018, on 9 October, Friends were offered a day 
with a difference. Instead of a coach trip to a distant cathedral almost 
forty people made their own way to Nottingham to visit two city-centre 
landmarks – the Council House and St Barnabas Cathedral. For many 
people these were familiar but unexplored buildings and each offered 
a very different experience. At the Council House we were guided 
round by a former Lord Mayor, Cllr Jackie Morris, and her husband, 
the Revd Andy Morris, each of whom drew on their illuminating and 
engaging expertise to reveal both obvious and unexpected aspects of 
Nottingham’s civic monument. 

Friends resiliently resolved an untoward and disappointing lunch 
crisis by making their own arrangements (the city centre has no dearth 
of eating places) and then headed the short distance to the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral for a contrasting experience. There Dr Jenny 
Alexander of the University of Warwick, an authority on A.W.N.Pugin, 
introduced us to one of his most notable designs. Not only did she 
lead a tour round the building, looking particularly at what remains 
of Pugin’s original decoration, but she also gave a presentation more 
generally on the architect and his work. 

By this time thoughts were turning to tea and the day ended with the 
shortest of walks across the road to the Nottingham Playhouse where a 
room was set aside for tea and cake. 

Future visit to RAF Cranwell
Pauline Rouse writes

We are currently planning a trip to RAF Cranwell, on Tuesday 17th 
September 2019.

We will visit the Quaker Meeting House, in use since 1701, and then 
the Parish Church in Brant Broughton, followed by lunch, and then visit 
RAF Cranwell during the afternoon.

The college at Cranwell is where RAF officers receive their training,  
it is also home to an extensive library that has a large quantity of  
T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) related material, including a proof 
copy of his Seven Pillars of Wisdom. There is as well a window dedicated 
to The Battle of Britain. Further details are on the enclosed sheet.
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Southwell Music Festival 2019  
Wednesday 21 – Monday 26 August

 
Tickets on general sale from 3rd June.  

Full details of the programme  
(announced 5th April) and how to book at  

www.southwellmusicfestival.com

Open Garden - The Residence

Nicola and Terry invite you to come and visit The Residence’s garden  
on 22nd June 2019 between 2.00pm and 4.30pm.

 
The first time in many years the garden has been open for visitors. Come and see 
the changes and discoveries made over the past three years. Southwell Community 
Archaeology Group and Flower Pod will have information stands, plus live medieval 
music by the Lincoln City Waites and refreshments will be available. Free entry,  
but donations towards the work of the Minster would be most welcome.

 
Bring your friends and we look forward to seeing you on 22nd June.

22–27 August 2018

Have you thought of subscribing to 
Southwell Leaves? Each edition contains 
news and information about services and 
events taking place that month, as well a 
wide range of original articles reflecting the 
life and ethos of the Minster. It is published 
bi-monthly beginning with February / March 
each year. If you would like to take out an 
annual subscription and receive copies by 
post please fill in the form below and send 
it with a cheque for £22.00 made out to 
Southwell Cathedral Chapter to:

Christine Kent 
16 Halloughton Road,  
Southwell, Notts, NG25 0LR

For more information contact  
Christine on 01636 812750 or email:  
chris.kent100@btinternet.com

June & July 2018

The magazine of  Southwell Minster 

Follow us on twitter  @SouthwMinster   

News & Information 
from Southwell Minster 

www.southwellminster.org 

£2.00 

Name 

Address

Email

Telephone 

Southwell Leaves
The Magazine of  
Southwell Minster

Friday 3 May Hannah Turner, singer/songwriter
Friday 17 May Paul Hale, Rector Chori Emeritus 

at Southwell Minster
Friday 31 May Utrecht Cathedral Choir
Friday 7 June Loughborough Male Voice Choir
Friday 21 June Robinson College Cambridge  

Chapel Choir
Friday 5 July Southwell Choral Society
Friday 19 July Old Southwell Choristers
Friday 2 August   Helen Murray (flute) and  

Lauretta Bloomer (piano)
Friday 23 August Southwell Music Festival

Refreshments are available before the concert and entry is free with a retiring 
collection, proceeds of which help fund the Minster’s organ scholarship.

  @SouthwellMinster     @SouthwMinster     southwellminster  

01636 812649      www.southwellminster.org

Friday Lunchtime at the Cathedral
Summer 2019, 12.15pm - 1pm
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