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The Leaves of Southwell 
project gets underway! 
 
Vergers Andy and Michael inspect the scaffolding going up 
(More on the project and our verger team inside)
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Cathedrals have been in the 
national headlines over the 
summer. Perhaps because of the 
‘silly season’ beloved of journalists 
in August, desperate to fill the 
columns when Parliament takes a 
holiday – not entirely the case this 
year, as we know – but the stories 
and comments did not go away. 
The mini crazy golf in the nave 

of Rochester; a 50ft helter skelter in Norwich and, maybe 
less controversial, the lunar landscape and light show in 
Lichfield’s nave to mark the 50th anniversary of the first 
moon landing. Accusations of ‘Disneyfication’, ‘dumbing 
down’ sacred space, the Church of England crassly mixing 
fairground entertainment with prayer have poured in. 
Canons and Deans have been called to account by the 
media for their ‘recklessness’ and ‘gimmickry’. For a blissful 
few weeks it seemed as if the interminable analysis of 
the Brexit tangle was put on hold while the nation 
chattered about cathedrals and their purpose. Visitor 
numbers in these three cathedrals soared, as did 
attendance at services. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury urged the delegates at 
the National Cathedrals Conference last September to 
make cathedrals open places to have fun,  and for cathedral 
staff  to  take risks in  trying to encourage people to cross 
the threshold and engage with the living story of Christian 
faith our magnificent buildings tell. Although lost in the 
noise of protest, these were not random installations solely 
for entertainment. Norwich’s Seeing it Differently was to 
allow a privileged view of the splendid roof bosses and 
high parts on the ride down; Rochester’s Building Bridges 
challenged families and friends to think about connecting 
with others who are different and distant. The lunar theme 
(and the stunning Museum of the Moon installation which 
has toured several cathedrals) explores the mystery of 
God’s wide and vast creation. 

So, yes in Southwell we are asking how we can 
discern ways which broaden our reach and capture the 
imaginations of many more people to encourage them to 
spend time in the ancient sacred cathedral that we are 
privileged to work and worship in every day. We want to 
be creative, hospitable and open up new possibilities for 
people to encounter God who has revealed himself in Christ 
and works continually in the world he so loves through the 
Holy Spirit’s renewing and surprising ways. In 2020 we 
celebrate the Year of Cathedrals and Year of Pilgrimage. 
Canon Alison Milbank is launching a new pilgrim route 
from Thurgarton Priory to the Minster, the first of many 
new pilgrimage paths across the country - and several 
other ideas are bubbling away (all wild and wonderful 
suggestions gratefully received!).

Thank you, Friends, as always for your support. 

 
Welcome to the fiftieth issue of 
Pepperpots. I am delighted that, 
later in these pages, Malcolm Stacey, 
Editor Emeritus and founder of 
Pepperpots, has been persuaded 
to share a few reflections on the 
development of the magazine.  
I remain immensely grateful to him 
and his wife, Mary, for all the help 
they continue to give me.

You will find also an interview I had with Andrew Todd, 
Head Verger, on the many functions he and his team carry 
out efficiently and effectively to ensure the smooth running 
of services and events in the Minster – and so much more 
beside. We are fortunate indeed to have such a dedicated 
and friendly verger team, with many large and wonderful 
characters (in this, I include Andrew’s ever-entertaining and 
engaging Rupert, a Labrador/Poodle cross).

In the last issue of Pepperpots I noted the arrival of 
Richard Frith as Canon Precentor and, since then, there 
have been further staff changes. The Revd Matthew Askey 
has left his post as Minster School Chaplain to join Worksop 
College while, in the Music Department Jonathan Allsopp 
takes over from Simon Hogan as Assistant Director of Music, 
with James Furniss-Roe as the new Organ Scholar. 

The most significant staff change of all, however, is the 
retirement of The Revd Canon Nigel Coates. Nigel has been 
Acting Dean (twice), Canon Pastor and, subsequently, Canon 
Chancellor. In recent years, Nigel has led for the Minster 
on the development of our successful bid to the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund upon the Leaves of Southwell project 
(updated details on which can be found in the enclosed 
leaflet). Nigel is the “intellectual powerhouse” of the project 
and we are all delighted that, post retirement, he has agreed 
generously to write and oversee the interpretation material, 
including a long-awaited update on Nikolaus Pevsner’s 1945 
booklet about the Chapter House carvings. 

Dean’s Column
The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan

Editor’s Welcome
Charlie Leggatt

Nigel is the “intellectual 
powerhouse” of the project  

and we are all delighted  
that, post retirement,  

he has agreed generously  
to write and oversee the 

interpretation material…
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This October The National Conference of Cathedral 
Friends takes place and I am representing you.  
A questionnaire was sent out to cathedrals in advance 
of the meeting, asking how membership numbers are 
holding up. I am afraid it was a depressing picture from 
those who responded, but everyone is agreed that all 
efforts must be made to increase subscribing members. 
In this regard, do please help The Friends of Southwell 
Cathedral to continue to undertake the work we do by 
encouraging friends, neighbours, loved ones to join up.  
A legacy is humbling and welcome, too. Our leaflet is on 
the website (www.southwellminster.org.uk) or from our 
office (contact details on the back cover). I will report in 
full on the Conference in the next issue of Pepperpots. 

Finally, and back to the Leaves project, the scaffolding 
at the east end of the building – needed for the 
replacement of the main high Quire roof – is going up 
as you read this. It will take until the end of November 
to complete, with the roof works scheduled to start the 
second week of December. The Chapter House will close 

Rhoda and Nigel 
Coates in Vicars’ 
Court; appropriately, 
the roof of the 
Chapter House can 
be seen behind them.

in the spring, probably in April, with an exact date going 
on the website well beforehand. We hope all work will 
be complete by the winter of 2020. Though I will not 
go so far as to claim that the project occupies our every 
waking moment, it sometimes seems like that! So, it was 
immensely encouraging to learn that the Minster is in 
the new list of five hundred  ‘must see’ national treasures 
prepared by Lonely Planet’s Ultimate UK Travel List, 
with the Chapter House singled out for its “exquisite 
naturalistic carvings which are without equal in this 
country.”  What a plaudit!

Editor’s Welcome
Charlie Leggatt

… the Minster is in the  
new list of five hundred   

‘must see’  
national treasures

Sunday 22nd September - The Nave 
was full for Canon Nigel Coates’s 
final service, following which 
Dean Nicola made a speech of 
thanks to him and his wife, Rhoda.  
Fortunately, Nigel will remain 
associated with the Leaves of 
Southwell project, as he instigated 
and guided our successful bid upon  
it to the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund (additionally supported by 
The Friends)



p. 4

This issue of Pepperpots  
reaches some kind of milestone:  
its fiftieth edition. It has been 
published every six months in 
spring and autumn since 1995. 
A copy will be going to a Friend 
whose name appears in the first 
list of members in 1947 and has 
been receiving what the Friends 
have produced right up to the 

            present time.

We are aware that most of our readers will have a 
briefer and sketchier recall of what they have received over 
the years and they may appreciate a snapshot of what has 
gone before.

Back in the forties many cathedrals had formed or 
planned bodies of Friends and almost all of them produced 
an annual report surprisingly similar to each other.  
A typical Southwell one, after we moved into rudimentary 
colour printing, is this from 1975. (1)

All these reports were formal in style, sometimes 
including erudite and lengthy papers, and as a result of 
their annual appearance struggled to offer up-to-date  
items of news. 

Pepperpots at 50
Malcolm Stacey, Editor Emeritus, writes

Little changed in the second half of the twentieth 
century, but the late nineties was a time when the Friends 
of many cathedrals suddenly developed a new approach 
to promoting themselves, recruiting more members and 
becoming better known.

The Southwell annual report had maintained a constant 
tone, but was not designed to catch the interest of 
potential members. Encouraged by the Council the general 
idea of a more frequent, more accessible and more eye-
catching journal emerged. There was no model among the 
other cathedrals, so the design had to start from scratch. 
It seemed to work quite well and after one or two issues 
numerous other Friends adopted similar formats. 

The first four issues now look a little unadventurous,  
but we ran to the masthead in colour and some use of 
coloured paper for sections like the annual report.

Malcolm Stacey 
(Photo: Mary Stacey)

(1) (2)

...the appreciation expressed 
by many readers have turned the 

production of Pepperpots from 
a potential chore into an almost 

unqualified delight.
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A typical issue like this one, no 3 Spring 1996 (2), had 
numerous references to people round the Minster, a newly 
acquired altar set, forthcoming events, the meetings of 

Steeplepeople, book reviews and a letter from the Provost.
For issue 5 Spring 1997, which was to mark the golden 

jubilee of the Friends, Pepperpots took on a glossier feel, 
with two colour photographs and ample ‘golden’ lettering 
and ornament. But another five years had to elapse before 
a more contemporary design was matched by full colour 
photography throughout. No 24 Autumn 2006 was a 
typical example. (3)

This format was recognisable right through to 2018 (4) 
when a highly appreciated new broom produced what will 
shortly be perceived as the norm.
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Editor’s Welcome 
Out & About
Dean’s Column
A Mystery Solved
Adele Poulson
Glenn Formoy
Legal & Admin
Trustee Report
AGM Minutes

Pepperpots
Newsletter of The Friends of Southwell Cathedral – issue 47, Spring 2018

Friends will know that the present ‘Leaves of Southwell’ project, which we are 
supporting, is focused on the high Quire roof, as well as the Chapter House. 
The former is the single most expensive part of the project, at just under £1 million, 
while the latter is much the more interesting part; renewing a roof is essential but 

‘boring.’ Or maybe not. 
We have discovered now that the architect, Ewan Christian … continued on p.04 

A Mystery Solved
by Charlie Leggatt

There are many constants in the annual life of the 
Friends – news, annual reports, outings, obituaries -  
but special efforts have been made to feature a topic of 
interest on which little has been written. Examples include 
the periodic conferences of Cathedral Friends round the 
country which gain virtually no coverage elsewhere, wide-
ranging surveys of gifts to the Cathedral by the Friends 
and a detailed overview of Minster guide-books from the 
earliest to the most current.

The warm and unvarying encouragement of Council and 
the appreciation expressed by many readers have turned 
the production of Pepperpots from a potential chore 
into an almost unqualified delight. Happily, although 
production was attributed for the first twenty-three 
years to only one editor, from the first issue Mary Stacey 
provided an indispensable partner in the process. 
The satisfaction of the Friends is further strengthened  
by the succession of a skilful and imaginative new editor.

(3) (4)

Pepperpots took on 
a glossier feel,

...colour photographs 
and ample ‘golden’ lettering.
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The Beating Heart   
Our Verger Team

Head Verger Andrew Todd with Canon Nigel Coates, 
after the latter’s final service

 

Our Editor meets the Verger team...

 
I have a piece of advice for a new person – lay or 
ordained – joining the staff of a cathedral; be in 
awe of the Head Verger and respectful of the verger 
team!  Of course, you may be lucky and discover that 
they are, as at Southwell, a wonderful crew – ready, 
willing and able to help efficiently and effectively in 
multiple cheerful ways. The vergers are at the ‘coal 
face’ of any cathedral and the job is multi-faceted 
and demanding - particularly so here as we have no 
Works Department. I went down to the vestry recently 
to catch up with Andrew Todd, Head Verger, (married 
to Churchwarden Emeritus, Lindy) and his team – 
including Rupert, Andrew’s canine personal assistant, 
who greets all visitors with a happy thump of his tail.

Andrew – I’ve been at the Minster over thirteen years 
now and it still amazes me how much the vergers 
achieve. Any team needs a good leader, of course -  
so tell me a little of your background?
Well Charlie, I come from a church family, one where 
going to church on a Sunday morning was an option. 
 I was an altar server and member of the Guild of Servants 
of the Sanctuary from about the age of eight, I would think. 
Mum was Churchwarden and Dad was Treasurer for the 
Parish and for the Deanery in Scarborough, so we always 
maintained we were PCC orphans. After having had a few 
jobs I found myself doing some temporary work, when 

Dad phoned one evening to say there was a verger’s job 
going in Hitchin. My two questions, what’s a verger and 
where is Hitchin? I was verger in Hitchin for five years (all 
but two weeks) when I again must thank Dad for telling me 
Southwell were looking for a Canons’ Verger and the rest, as 
they say, is history. My first Sunday was the second Sunday 
in Advent in 1995. I was installed as Head Verger in 1999 
making me the 6th Head Verger of the 20th century. Just.

Verger team – the Minster is really lucky in all the 
skills you bring collectively to the table; in your  
own words, tell us a little about your backgrounds  
and interests. 

Michael Tawn. I have worked as a verger at the Minster 
since 2001. Coming from being a care assistant at the 
Mansfield Community Hospital, I was appointed Deputy 
Head Verger in 2006. As a youngster I attended church at 
St. Mark’s, Mansfield where father was Sacristan. I used to 
help him in his duties and also served, learning the trade, as 
it were. In my spare time I am rebuilding my Landrover, a 
life’s work. I enjoy things mechanical and have been known 
to take work home with me but mainly for welding. I have 
always loved history and enjoy talking to people about the 
history of the Minster.
 
Andrew Gill. Married to Melisa for twenty-five years 
we have a son Thomas and now a granddaughter Brooke 
Skyla. I was born in Southwell and have lived here all  
my life. My previous work was as a director for the 
electrical contractor Gill and Taylor, our family firm  
based in Southwell.

I did this for 30 years. I inherited my love for the Minster 
from my father who loved this place and spent as much 
time as he could here, often popping in for a cuppa when 
not working here. When I was an apprentice I crawled all 
over the Minster installing the fire alarm so I really got 
to know it well then: there is nowhere I have not been. 
Away from the Minster I am an avid Nottingham Forest 
supporter as I’ve had a season ticket for over 40 years.  
I’ve now been a Verger for almost 5 years and it is an 
absolute pleasure to be part of the Verger’s team.
 
Kenny Nairn. I started work at the Minster in 2006. I was 
previously part time Verger at St John’s Mansfield and 
I wanted to follow my vocation into a full time post. My 
background was in flat roofing and lead work, but being 
in the building trade I learned to adapt to most situations 
and can turn my hand to almost anything. I have been 

I inherited my love 
for the Minster
from my father...
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Multi-tasking 
vergers
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married to Diane for twenty-six years and we have four 
children and nine grandchildren. I feel a real enjoyment 
working here and am pleased that I can use my previously 
gained skills to help out in the Minster. In my spare time 
I enjoy sitting quietly fishing on a riverbank or creating 
things with Lego. 
 
Nick Turner. As I sang my last evensong as Head Chorister 
in 1975, little did I realise that over forty years later I’d be 
returning to join the Vergers department at the Minster. 
The intervening years were taken up with running the 
family retail business, playing sport (when time allowed) 
and, most importantly time with family. I take great 
enjoyment in helping people and groups in our community 
and being a member of Southwell & District Lions club 
enables me to do this. Currently, much of my spare time is 
being devoted to Reach Learning Disability and, as Deputy 
Chair of Trustees, I am proud to be a part of this nationally 
recognised Nottinghamshire charity.
 
Andrew McIntosh. I attended the Minster from an early 
age, being brought along to Sunday 9.30 and Sunday 
school. At the age of six or seven, being fed up with Sunday 
School, I told my Mum that I wanted to join the boys who 
sang at the 9.30, so I auditioned for, and was awarded 
a place in, the Minster Choir, where I stayed until my 
voice broke. After leaving the Choir I served as a Minster 
Server until going away to University in 1995. I returned 
to Southwell in late 2014, and became a part time Verger 
in July 2016. I re-joined the Minster Choir as Auxiliary Lay 
Clerk in September 2018. I am married to Kristin and we 
have two boys, Ciaran (ten) who is a Minster Chorister 
and Ewan (seven), who joined as a Junior Chorister 
this September. 

Back to you, Andrew; what of the job – I take it no  
two days are the same? 
We have a saying – “next Sunday will be back to normal, 
whatever normal is”. A lot of what we do is the same day-
on-day. We have a daily, weekly and quarterly job list so 
there is a fair amount of repetition but that said, no two 
events are the same and they are not for the same people. 
A lot of the time you have to support people who are 
doing something for the first time or something that they 
don’t do very often. Apart from the round of services, we 
have regular maintenance tasks like cleaning the Minster 
roof and gutters, testing the fire alarm, maintaining all 
Chapter-owned properties, helping with cutting the grass, 
re-setting paving slabs, providing first aid, putting up 
Christmas trees and lights thereon, designing and creating 
the Easter Garden, moving more furniture than Pickfords, 
painting, plumbing, electrical repairs, manning/
supervising functions in the State Chamber/Education 
Garden until midnight, polishing floors, stock-taking, 
guiding and guarding of the processions and possessions. 
I particularly like the early mornings and late nights when 

there is nobody else around, it can be after midnight 
and you are the only person in the building and you can 
feel the Minster take a deep breath and sigh at the end 
of a busy day. 

The hours are long – this must at times be a strain 
on family life?
It does put a strain on your personal life and I can talk 
from experience. It is not always the relationships that 
suffer but also you can just miss out on things. Over the 
years I haven’t been able to attend family gatherings and 
events that I wanted to go to. However, June to August 
is always very busy with annual big services, weddings, 
the Southwell Music Festival etc. Factoring in the family 
commitments of the team and not being able to have 
two of us on leave at any given time, puts strain on the 
individual options available to us. In addition, none of us 
can take any annual leave during Holy Week or from the 
start of Advent until Christmas. That obviously impacts on 
family commitments at a time when the rest of the world 
is celebrating together. I have a rule that each of us works 
part of every Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, for the 
sake of fairness.

What are the ‘fun bits’ what are the ‘not-so-fun’ bits?
The ‘fun bit’ is coming to work with your friends.  
We really do get on like a family. Sometimes we fall out  
and sometimes we disagree about everything from Brexit 
to beer, but we still end the day as family. The ‘not-so-fun’ 

– probably the long hours. On some days you can be here 
for 15- 16 hours. It’s tiresome, especially when the hard 
physical work starts at 10pm or later when everyone is 
leaving after a concert and we all come in regardless of our 
shifts, but we all do it. During the last Fire Brigade strike 
we worked our normal shifts, two of us then slept on the 
premises (the most comfortable place being the nave altar 
platform), then went straight back to work after a quick 
trip to Sacrista for a shower. 

Not a mandatory question, but would you let us know 
your favourite reading from scripture?
I suppose from my professional life I have to say Psalm 84 

– the Vergers’ Psalm, ‘I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of the Lord than dwell in the tents of the ungodly.’  
I have, though, always been inspired by the call of Samuel. 
My work is my calling and I believe that we are all called 
at some time to some work, or some place, and the 
coincidences behind my coming to Southwell are too great 
to have not been “a voice in the night calling ‘Andrew.’ ” 
And for me eventually to say ‘Here I am, Lord’.

Vergers - continued from page 6

...you can feel the Minster 
take a deep breath and sigh 

at the end of a busy day.
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Out & About 
May Day in Manchester
Malcolm Stacey, Editor Emeritus, writes

Left: Statue of 
Enriqueta Rylands 
who built the John 
Rylands Library in 
1889 to commemorate 
her husband, 
a wealthy Manchester 
textile merchant

Right: The ‘fire window’ 
by Margaret Traherne 
commemorated the 
destruction of one 
corner of the cathedral 
in World War 2.  
The window was itself 
destroyed by an IRA 
bomb in 1996 and the 
artist supervised its 
reconstruction. 

May Day in Manchester was the promise for the Friends’ 
spring outing. More than thirty had signed up for this 
occasion which had special features. Not only was it 
the first time in twenty-five years that we had chosen 
Manchester Cathedral as our destination, but it was also 
more significantly the first ever to be organised by newly 
appointed Pauline Rouse. In addition it was a pleasure to 
welcome the Dean, the Very Revd Nicola Sullivan, for the 
first time on an outing. The outcome was a thoroughly 
rewarding day for everyone concerned.

The morning gave us the opportunity to visit the John 
Rylands Library in Deansgate, a lavish expression of 
Victorian philanthropy whose existence is known mainly 
to scholars through its vast collections of rare materials. 
Yet it was set up to be freely open to the public, a benefit 
which continues to exist under its current status as part 
of the University of Manchester libraries. After coffee 
we were free to explore the library from two angles. As a 
building it would be intriguing and absorbing in itself and 
is a pleasure just to walk round. Even more its priceless 
contents, some of which are displayed and interpreted 
at just the right level for the average visitor, are an even 
greater draw.

We then had time to visit one of Manchester’s countless 
eating places before gathering  at the Cathedral. Many 
of the Friends who had not paid a previous visit would 
have been surprised in various ways: by the building’s 
obscure location, by its scale and by the open and 

welcoming interior, with the span of its nave and double 
aisles reputedly the widest of any English cathedral. It 
became a cathedral only in 1847, but unlike many of the 
parish churches which were converted into cathedrals in 
Victorian and later times, Manchester was already a grand 
enough church to require little structural enhancement, 
though it needed great input from the Victorians to ensure 
that it was sound. 

We were well guided round the history and features of 
the building which has benefited greatly in recent decades 
from restoration and improvements. Many would be most 
engaged by the series of stained glass windows of the past 
half century, many daring and all arresting. 

An innovation for these Friends’ gatherings was a very 
substantial afternoon tea in the cathedral café. This set 
us up for the rest of the day, though some people were 
tempted to take further supplies home with them. 

The imagination and effort which Pauline Rouse had 
put into the occasion was warmly applauded by everyone. 

Many would be most engaged  
by the series of stained glass 

windows of the past half century, 
many daring and all arresting.
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We had a beautiful autumn 
day for our visit to Brant 
Broughton and RAF Cranwell. 
We visited three totally 
different venues for our 
autumn visit, the Quaker 
Meeting House, St Helen’s 
Parish Church, both in 
Brant Broughton and then 
RAF Cranwell. 

We were warmly welcomed 
to the Quaker Meeting House 
by Wendy Gwatkin, who after serving us coffee, sat with 
us in the calm, white painted Meeting Room to tell us 
the history of the Quakers in Brant Broughton and their 
beliefs and philosophy. Above the Meeting House door 
is a Roundel and bears the initials of Thomas and Sarah 
Robinson who gave the Meeting House to the Friends 
in 1701. The building, originally a barn and two-storey 
cottage, still has many of the original features. 

We were able to enjoy the Quakers’ gardens and small 
graveyard before walking to St Helen’s Parish Church. 
The church was first recorded in the Domesday survey of 
1085, but none of this early building remains - the earliest 
surviving parts being 13th century. The crocketed spire is 
198 feet high, a landmark for many miles and is described 
in Pevsner’s Buildings of England as one of the most 
elegant in Lincolnshire.

The interior is quite stunning with a most beautiful 
ceiling and stained-glass windows, along with some 
memorials to Canon Frederick Sutton, who was Rector 
from 1873 to 1888 and was responsible for an extensive 
programme of rebuilding and restoration.

We enjoyed an excellent lunch at The Generous Briton 
pub before continuing our day at RAF Cranwell, where we 
were met at the Guardroom (to be security checked) by 
Hazel Crozier, the College Curator. The college is an officer 
training establishment for the RAF, but it also houses 
an enormous amount of memorabilia including medals, 
uniforms and paintings. We were also able to see the 
medals belonging to the late husband of one of our group.

Hazel told us the history of Cranwell and how the 
college was founded in 1919, after Sir Winston Churchill 
submitted The Trenchard Memorandum to Parliament. 
The first entry of 52 cadets entered in 1921 and the 
establishment continues today training officers for the 
RAF. We saw the Founders Gallery and the Library that 
houses the Battle of Britain Memorial Window and the TE 
Lawrence Room containing the proof copy of The Seven 
Pillars of Wisdom.

We were also fortunate that Hazel agreed to take us 
into the College Chapel, a complete contrast to the places 
of worship that we had visited in the morning. We walked 
across the Parade ground carefully avoiding the cadets 
who were doing sword drill practice - very impressive!

I am grateful to all the people who helped me organise 
the day, Jane Williams and Malcolm and Mary Stacey, who 
also took the photographs.

Friends Autumn 
Excursion to Lincolnshire
Pauline Rouse writes

Future visit to 
Lichfield Cathedral
Pauline Rouse writes

We are currently planning a visit to Lichfield Cathedral on 
Thursday 7th May 2020.

Lichfield Cathedral is dedicated to St Chad and St Mary 
and is the only three-spired cathedral in the UK so we will 
be hoping for good weather for photographs.

Further details are on the enclosed sheet.

Top left: Friends 
crossing the parade 
ground at RAF Cranwell

Bottom left: Friends 
gathered in front of  
the main building of 
RAF Cranwell

Right: St Helen's Church 
Brant Broughton

(Photos: Mary Stacey)
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Friends’ Festival 2019

Special Offer

Dean Nicola thanks 
Herr Kunde on 
behalf of The Friends 
(Photo: Mary Stacey)

(Photo: Yale Books)

Yale University Press is offering 
The Friends of Southwell Cathedral 

20% off Gothic Sculpture 
by Paul Binski
plus free P&P for UK orders. Usual retail price: £40.

Please visit www.yalebooks.co.uk and enter the code Y1947 
at the checkout stage. This offer ends on 1st January 2020.

Friends may recall that Professor Binski gave a paper on 
the Leaves of Southwell in their European context at the 
‘After Pevsner’ conference Canon Nigel Coates organised at 
the Minster in February last year.

On Saturday 15th June, Friends met for the annual day of 
celebration and business. We started with coffee before 
welcoming our first speaker from abroad – Herr Holger 
Kunde, Director of Naumburg Cathedral in east Germany. 
His detailed talk picked up from where Canon Nigel Coates 
and Charlie Leggatt left off in their “double act” for us at 
the 2018 Festival. Herr Kunde described the genesis of the 
foliate carvings at Naumburg - along with the celebrated 
figurative sculpture there - and how these relate to our 
own Chapter House carvings (a transcript of his talk is 
available from the Editor - contact details on the back 
cover). Encouragingly, he agrees that it is likely that the 
Master Mason here at Southwell in 1287 learnt his trade, 
directly or indirectly, from the workshop at Naumburg 
that, in turn, had been formed to rebuild Rheims 
Cathedral, following a catastrophic fire there in 1210.

Friends went their own ways for lunch before we 
reassembled at 2.00pm for the AGM. A detailed report 
on this will appear in the spring issue of Pepperpots. 
Thanks now, though, to Canon Liz Rose for standing-
in for the Treasurer, who was otherwise detained. Tea 
– a cornucopia of delicious cakes – followed before we 
returned to the Minster for Evensong at 4.30pm, where 
the preacher was Canon Mark Tanner.

It is likely that the Master Mason here at Southwell 
in 1287 learnt his trade, directly, or indirectly, 

from the workshop at Naumburg
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