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Welcome to the October/November edition of Southwell Leaves
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A time to heal?
-
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–

Dean Nicola Sullivan
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Notes from Chapter
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n to c

help young people not only in terms of their academic ability but
also in their spiritual development. Whether this be through
role as a governor (twice!!) he has been unerring in his
commitment and brings care, warmth, integrity and intelligence
to every occasion, however challenging. I am also very grateful to
him for the care and support he has shown choristers from the
Nigel s love and deep knowledge of nature also brought his
sermons to life. A friend who shares his passion described his
- he knows every inch!
far distance and seeing wintering birds on the horizon long before
anyone else in the party has seen a thing. He was close to the
respected Nigel

– not always what everyone wanted, but always explained. Nigel

towards a vision of a wider Church, underpinned with
And from a Council
member: He was a rock
Cathedral was in safe hands
s
knowledge of the natural world:
should be going up on the east end of the cathedral, heralding
the start of
- arguably the most
s Victorian
course, and that we are now at this happy stage is due to Nigel s

of the text.
–
two years from 2014 Chapter Clerk writes:

s

–I

House carvings. Nigel is an academic with a most human touch; it
has been inspiring to work with him and wonderful to know that

voice I could listen to for hours. He is greatly loved and will be
greatly missed.
Cathedral
and steadfast, listening to arguments and maintaining the gentle
status quo. He generously shared his thoughts and worked
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News and views from Sacrista Prebend
A Quiet Space in the Heart of Southwell

S

ummer is now moving into autumn although the
seasons seem as muddled as the world of human

Sat 30 November
Heaven in ordinarie
with George Herbert

the Revd
with short addresses and

Tuesday 14 January Revd Canon Tony Evans
Where is the summer...?

-warm

Saturday 22nd February
God and Leisure
Sat 12 October The Revd Dr. Jim Wellington
The Jesus Prayer

Revd Canon Valerie Rampton

as

Homo
Tony Evans, Warden

Prepare for Advent now!

A

on Thursday October 24th 7.30 -8.45pm
evening
Shaking Reality:
.

sent us

A Shaking Reality,
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,A

Some Words about Sacrista Prebend s Garden

S

acrista Prebend opened as a retreat house around 20 years
ago. It stands within secluded grounds extending to several
area was a Cercis Canadensis Forest Pansy It develops pink

its tranquillity.
anxiety in spring this year when it
s now

with a natural wooded area which is

give it extra wire supports this year to
help it survive the strong winds. In
the border around the tree we

local pre-school children.
Nearer the house on the west side is

benches on the lawn it s a great area

spring with Polyanthus
Christ s appearance to the disciples

including Verbena, Agastache and
Salvia
this year the borders were planted
with herbaceous plants and bedding
we ve repurposed a broken

Discussions were already taking

retreats –

volunteer gardeners (Natalie) was undertaking a degree course in

ve had really

–
only 2 volunteer gardeners at present – Colin & Jane. David Anelli
s excellent cake) and

very wet –

– which was
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Colin Boulter and Jane Insley

Syrian Families Welcomed at the Minster

O

n Saturday July 6 Southwell
Minster was able to welcome 10

in Syria as a result of the war and
recently come to the UK to seek refuge

those areas, some of whom were

opportunity to explore the beauty of the
Minster –
where they felt welcomed and enabled to

-six

to Diana for all the work that she and

bus and they looked with amazement
at the beauty of the Minster, but their
eyes lit up when they saw all the

made the day enjoyable for people of all
ages and both genders; to Rachel who did
so much work in the background to enable

them, both in the Minster itself and the

wonderful tea and to all the many

welcomed by Dean Nicola in the State
history of the Minster and the plans for
s

this was the best day

across the State Chamber to the
the scene for a day full of laughter and

the

desperately miss their homes and

a foreign land, amongst us in

and going up
but most of the men took

the staircases into the ringing chamber
the way, and be amazed by the

and sisters on a day at the Minster will

the top! It was wonderful to see the
mums and children enjoying all the

accepted in a way that we would ask for if

Crossing –

As one of the planning group said
I can
felt like Spiritguests - the atmosphere was brilliant and

to make badges, friendship bracelets
®

missionas Southwell Minster to be doing

eased and we all had the opportunity
to go into the garden, where the older
boys were playing serious football and
the younger ones played Jenga and

Jane Henson
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The Anglican Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East

T

he Anglican Province of Jerusalem
and the Middle East ministers to
one of the most troubled parts of the
world. It currently comprises four
dioceses; Jerusalem, where Southwell
Minster has links to St. George s
Cathedral, Egypt with North Africa and the
Horn of Africa, Cyprus and the Gulf, and
Iran. These arrangements are under
review but whatever the outcome it is an
Anglican presence in the face of war and
strife, sectarian divisions, and ministry to what is invariably a
small minority. Its courage and tenacity have to be applauded.
Bible Lands,
published twice a year by the Jerusalem and Middle East Church
The Diocese of Jerusalem is currently led by Bishop Suheil

as the border with Kenya. Although
numerically small, the diocese supports
over 30 hospitals, clinics, nurseries,
schools, a theological seminary, microand the disabled. Recent news includes
the appointment of a new bishop and a
new archdeacon for the Horn of Africa,
formerly Bishop of Singapore, and the
King Church, Tripoli, and the opening of a new nursing school
building at Harpur Memorial Hospital.
The Diocese of Iran

-General.

new day
the possibility of new beginnings, it is clear that he witnesses a
future and that members of the Church are in need of much

programmes and support for the deaf, the disabled and the
elderly. St. George s Cathedral in East Jerusalem provides
hospitality to numerous visitors and pilgrims, houses a college
and serves as a focal point for the whole Province.

worshippers.
The Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf is led by Bishop Michael

David Cameron
The biggest prison on
earth has not lost its relevance. Some two million people occupy United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Iraq
and the whole of Cyprus. In the Gulf States many of the

Anglican diocese supports the al-Ahli Arab hospital which
Southwell Minster also contributes to. The hospital has recently

result, in some places liturgy can be in Arabic, Syriac-Aramaic,
Tamil or Urdu.

desperately needed (
online-to-al-ahli-arab-hospital-

The diocesan cathedral is St Paul's Cathedral in Nicosia. Although
this is also a widely diverse diocese, it bridges worlds, from wartorn Iraq to our more homely Europe. In contrast to the trouble
and strife of much of this region Bible Lands also features

-

).

that fosters community harmony. It was founded in 2003 by the
Revd Nadim Nassar, and in the Middle East it enables
Heroes and Ambassadors for Peace Today s Syrian youngsters

perhaps?

annual 3-day events with that very much in mind. It has three
aims; enabling children to come to terms with what they have
witnessed, helping them to look to the future with hope and
faith, and to encourage them to make friends with those who
women that helps them build bridges of mutual respect and

The Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa
is led by Bishop Mouneer Hanna Anis and the diocesan seat is
All Saints Cathedral, Cairo. It claims to be the most diverse
extending as it does across most of North Africa and as far south
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Sacrista Prebend in the sun,
Hugh Middleton

A Festival Return to Southwell

I

vision from one (and sadly
this is not always the case)

years, a focus for a sizeable cohort of young adults with small
singing, and even occasional forays on the organ (if things were

I am sure that this

-Duty Musicians

those who come to

There are longer, taller, grander and more exuberant cathedrals

For sure the highs and hammerings of daily life lead to insights,
Neither is great size always an advantage, as musicians in our most
But what is life for, if not to secure a future for the things that
common in the audiences, the assurance that these things are in

Arnold Miller (Norwich)

12 Southwell Leaves October & November 2019

Summer Highlights at the Potwell Dyke Grasslands

Poplar Hawk Moth
t
stay

or sev
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all
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quality hay and ay be le with a lot of rakin
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und cover has e
e and Pheasant broods to visit
Robin Old
Oak Eggar Moth

S

outhwell Minster Mothers Union held a very successful

branches to join us for tea, cake and chat, and that a total of £200

Mothers Union
Southwell Minster Branch
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-
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Did you know
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hat the term Nave
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James Pinder, on behalf of Southwell Minster Guild of Stewards,
with acknowledgement to George Andison.
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D

ear Sir,
I read with interest the article in the
August/ September edition of Southwell Leaves on St Paulinus
and the Tale of the Sparrow. St Paulinus, whose feast day is
October 10th as the article states, was instrumental in the
baptism of King Edwin, who died in the Battle of Hatfield. This
is now thought by some to have been in Cuckney, a few miles
south of Worksop. Much work is being done on the sites by
Mercian Archaeology, who have a very interesting web site. It
is said that Edwin was buried in Sherwood Forest seven miles
to the east (before his head was taken to York and his body to
Whitby) in what is now the village of Edwinstowe, which
means

Tony Evans (former vicar of Edwinstowe)

WEDDINGS

From the Registers

17 July

David Soar & Carri Ann Matheson

20 July

Andrew Williams & Rose Littlewood

3 Aug

Mirco Altenbach & Sarah Stevenson

10 Aug

Richard Campbell & Molly Conners

16 Aug
29 Aug

Steven Shaw & Wendy Shore James
Marriott & Emma Pyrah Michael
Burnside & Leticia Webster

BAPTISMS
4 Aug
11 Aug

Megan Young
Buddy Beevers

1 Sep

Albert Rose-Farnsworth

8 Sep

Luca, Theo & Emilia Dyson

FUNERALS
9 July

Susan Slocombe

31 July

Hugh Fry

13 Aug

Sr Dorethea Way

16 Aug

Betty Miller

2 Sept

Roger Dobson

18 Sept

Derek Harrison
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16 Aug

Thoughts on the Community of St Laurence

S

ister Dorothea was
the last member of
the Community, and the

The primary work was Worship,
with Divine Hours spaced out
from early morning, to last

for her and the
community. Having been a
sister myself for forty three
years, and a visitor to the
Convent in Belper, I began
to relive those years; for as
I read in a book You can
take a girl out of a convent
but you can t take a
convent out of a girl!

Psalm 119.v 164
day will I praise you. The Hours

It was all my vicar s fault.
He produced a play at the
local youth club, where we
girls had to dress up as
nuns. In later life he told me

an Aspirant for about a week,
from then to a Postulant for six
months leading on to becoming
a Novice and wearing the habit

Nones, Vespers and Compline,
Also included was a Communion
day.
Any girl wishing to test her

was another priest, Edward Augustus Hilliard of St Laurence s
church in Norwich, who sowed the seed for a young widow Ellen
Lee, who wanted to give her life to God. He prayed for a group of
women to work in his parish with the poor and needy in the spirit
of St Laurence, a Deacon at the church in Rome in the third
Laurence with the responsibility for the Church s treasure. One
source says that Laurence hid the valuable books of the Church
and sold the silver and gold, giving the money to the poor.

learning and decision-making, both by the Novice and by the
It was a great day some three years later if you were elected for
Obedience. It was a hard life but not without lighter moments to
enjoy.
Sister Margareta had been a Parish Worker before arriving at the
Convent and her talents were soon in great demand to work on
Parish Missions, preaching and more parish work. She was also

When Laurence was captured, and was asked to bring the
treasures of the Church, he begged for three days to sort things
Sister Dorothea worked very hard in the kitchen for many years,
out. He was allowed, and gathered the people he had been
helping and declared to his captors This is the true treasure of the
Church, not the silver and gold that you desire! As a reward
Laurence was roasted on a gridiron, and the story says that he
Sister Brenda was famous for the ginger biscuits that she made, as
Turn me over, I m
done on this side. A sense of humour is
a great asset to any person wishing to be
and as she became less mobile loved to
of service to Christ.
read, and do jigsaw puzzles.
Father Hilliard and the small group of
ladies who formed the nucleus of the
Community of St Laurence moved to
Belper in the
s. In an early house
the sisters had a school for children, and

Community. Wards were not allowed and
Treasures were not replaced. The building
was used for conferences, reader training,
from a large house, to somewhere more
manageable; which is why in September
2001 the Sisters made their new home in
Southwell. So, I give thanks for my years in
the Community and all that it meant to so
many people.

with his sister. Sisters worked in the
parish as nurses, midwives, in school,
teaching people to read and write. In
1883 the Convent was built and housed
ladies who needed a home and care;
these ladies were called the Treasures
There were two wards – St Mary s and St
Laurence s. The Sisters worked where
they were sent, and a Novice was sent to
do any kind of job in the house which
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2018 - A Year with Less Plastic

I
Can we change things? Do we want to?
Reasons not to change anything:

-

Use If You Care

-

I don
I don

I

s
– it s a

I

Things we now try to do

Use

-

-

Editorial Disclaimer
–

–
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A Creative Christmas Challenge - No Plastic Gifts

I
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

doorPost Script

-

-

Angela Ashwin
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There is No Planet B

I

see it and

to

is
than its predecessor (Newcomen

.
Many who have travelled in space returned

s

to use. More contemporary economists have

in the round and so small in cosmic terms.
them Berners-Lee concludes that market
Discovery in early 1992.
In less than a century humankind has
The brain skills that we have developed over the millennia as we
We now have the ability to turn it into an irradiated and lifeless

that will let us do well on the small delicate spaceship where we
He advocates:

of several centuries

s

are redundant and have to be reconsidered.
Mike Berners-Lee s

that we are materially interconnected and
unless we tune into the consequences of our actions
small scale
be undone elsewhere.
We are not just related to our
tribe or
but
biosphere.
our actions will have consequences
beyond our own lifetimes.
live
consume less and better appreciate what we have.
humility and a readiness to
our own faults and prejudices.
discern fact from fiction in an
media and political sea of claim and
counter claim.
the issues are interwoven and
and simple answers are likely to be

them is not Berners-Lee s main purpose. He is more interested in

t be real

-based
community and transcendence. Much of what Berners-Lee
and
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The Altar – a poem for all Christians

G

eorge Herbert a clergyman and metaphysical poet (1593 1633) was educated at Cambridge before being ordained
as a priest in 1629 and spending the last four years of his life as a
country parson at Bemerton in Wiltshire. He is recognised

commitment as well as
giving a unity and sense of
hope with his message to
God.

His poem The Altar
The Temple. It is the opening poem of larger group within the
The Church. Appropriately, the altar is the
–
body to the faithful in the Eucharist. As a protestant George

poets such as John Donne,
anguish and self-doubt

an extended metaphor in the poem in order to enhance his
argument.

expressing their very
personal lessons and issues
with God and their faith,
they help us to explore and
reconcile our own inner

It s a complex poem, in which he discusses his own and man s

reassurance and hope.

God (he refers to his own heart as hard Nowadays we are
familiar with the expression heart of stone, but in Herbert s

You will come to your own
s The Temple
conclusions about The Altar
- there is much to interpret in such a short poem.

The poem is in many ways personal, but in the opening line the
word servant refers not only to himself, but also to the reader.

George Herbert s work. The poems are not easy to read and fully

about is a metaphor through which he compares his own and
man
broken a reference
to man s frailty and inadequacy. In some ways the poem itself can
and the rhyme taking the place of the mortar. At the end of the
amends for his failings. Even though it is hard work, he is
reassuring God that he will create a new altar out of his own
line, which appear to physically symbolise his newly found

The Altar
A broken A L T A R, Lord, thy servant reares,
Made of a heart, and cemented with teares:
Whose parts are as thy hand did frame;
No workmans tool hath touch d the same.
A H E A R T alone
Is such a stone,
As nothing but
Thy pow r doth cut.
Wherefore each part
Of my hard heart
Meets in this frame,
To praise thy Name;
That, if I chance to hold my peace,
These stones to praise thee may not cease.
O let thy blessed S A C R I F I C E be mine,
this A L T A R to be thine
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Tom Hislop

Meet the Needlework Guild

O

n a dazzling sunny morning
in May, I popped into

It
The ladies busy at work

-

The altar frontal

-

Trebeck Hall

Father Askey checks on progress

decided to appoint Hilary Tinley as a

Hoskyns
created a replacement based on a

-

s promise,

s

Tom Hislop
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Education News

T

he new academic year started with a wonderful visit to the

when much of the
– and

order to ensure that we

–

more and meet some

to contact us for more
children is not a
team!

–

at
and if you

Playing Hand Bells

H

gg
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oneLIFE

W

hen Archbishop Sentamu called the bishops of the
Northern Province to Lindisfarne a few years ago, I

I suspect he prayed for what has happened in the now eight
dioceses which have been visited; I for one am grateful for his

Archbishop
cover a variety of events
organised around the
school visits to Tuxford and
Primary and Holy Trinity Infant, storytelling events by the River

Nearly a year ago, the oneLIFE
mission was launched at the
Diocesan Conference when we
were all given a rosary by the
Archbishop; he also warned us to

breakfast with a Bishop, pet services,
walkabouts and a Time Travelling day in
opportunity for guest preachers in a
number of churches whilst of course
the Archbishop made his second visit of
the weekend to the Deanery when he

ready, with each deanery

chaired by Bishop Tony to make
sure all was in place for the
Archbishop and his team, and to
organise where the other twelve

- Venue for Prayer Time each

so many visitors, changes in circumstances meant a few lastOur Deanery of Newark & Southwell welcomed Bishop James
from Carlisle with a team of three (a fourth was taken ill during
the week of the mission) being joined by the Revd Adam
Atkinson from the Bishop of London
s

oneLIFE was a very busy weekend in

believe we responded to the
Archbishop
sharing stories of what happened and then what is happening

s
home in Collingham before he went to university and that we
Now I never understood how the bishops from the north were
allocated to the deaneries but perhaps in this case +Tony s hand

Michael Wilson
Lay Chair Newark & Southwell Deanery and Chair of the
Diocesan House of Laity.

Dukeries Academy Sixth Formers
Bishop James Newcome

with

hosts and a number of clergy of parishes where events were to
be held gathered for a
created a good
team spirit involving all who were present and I think it eased
the weekend
Each morning the team plus that day s drivers and others
gathered at the Potting Shed Church for worship, lead by the
Revd
gave an opportunity for getting the
mind ready for mission and recommitting to carry out the

26 Southwell Leaves October & November 2019

Parish Spotlight: Revd Elizabeth (Liz) Murray
YoungLIFE, OneLIFE and CountryLife: from ex-mining to rural ministry

I

t is harvest: what no coal on the altar?

wild

west area

Liz Murray, The Rectory, Elston

Would you like to join a NURTURE GROUP?

F

- -the-

-

–

-

-

-

-in

bolted on
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-

Gateway to stilling
All of humanity's problems stem from
man's inability to sit quietly in a room
alone.

Prebend at 7.30pm. There will be
occasional
evenings, with more teaching about
silentThe similar
prayer group also
meets in Sacrista Prebend on Thursdays
at 12.30pm.

A

wellthought of Blaise Pascal (16231662), the French philosophertakes us close to the
We may be tempted to think that silence

And Sinclaire – our young mother of
three youngsters – took them on a
woodland walk this August. They were
moaning about having to walk. She told
them to look around them, be quiet and
– Just
be.

silent prayer, from the earliest days of
withdrawal from life for its own sake, but
fully in the midst of life.
When someone gets what it s about, it
can be life-transforming. Helena and I
had shared with a group about

with the youngest who was four, then
they shared in their own way a sense of

their senses and become aware of their environment, conscious

eldest also felt a sense of God. All this, so natural, unforced – they

coming to a consciousness of God in the beauty of ordinary life.
at most. On their return we asked how they found it. A young
mother shared movingly with amazement. She had suddenly
realised something about the way she had lived her life up to this
going outside. It was a very ordinary, everyday sight. But
because she looked with her eyes opened, she had been
captured by the beauty of the moment. I realize I am always
either looking anxiously back at what s happened or forward at
what might happen. I m never in the moment. Never! And when
I looked up and saw the beauty, I was in the moment for the
Two years later we met her again this August.
She said: That moment changed my life. She shared how it had
been the start of a journey; regularly being more conscious in
the moment, more aware of God in her daily life.
bringing the kaleidoscope of our consciousness before God, the
One in whom we live and move and have our being may be
-bulb moment for this young woman.
-being,
leading, we pray, to well-doing. Blaise Pascal was surely on to

grow in this prayer habit. It s for anyone and everyone. One of

Pause for Thought
For the last few years there has been a
Prebend library. Here are two quotes from 2015

in Sacrista

in

What is intercession?
step towards the heart of the world, ...giving ourselves
making a space in which the divine love can surround the
people for whom we pray.

God will not abandon us
God, in our gut and not just in our heads, is a harrowing
experience. We enter into this experience only when we know,
in the same deepwhich holds our brokenness in gently sheltering hands, like a
wounded bird.

for half-anand theme together with a simple prayer. Then folk are free to
go or stay for a short while to chat over a cuppa. We laugh, share
ideas or thoughts, news or opinions. Come along and try the
Pascal challenge
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Two Ecclesiastical Novels

A

nthony Trollope s, The Warden and William Golding s, The
Spire

Southwell Minster
The Warden
Trollope

s younger daughter,
s

son in law

is the most wellt put it down
The Spire

-war world in
and many

Bishop Wordsworth

s he

The Spire,
s

in
-

Tom Hislop
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