
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Service to Celebrate 

THE OFFICIAL BIRTHDAY 
of 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
 

The First Sunday after Trinity 
 

Sunday 14 June 2020 

10.30am  



ii 

Welcome to this online service from Southwell Minster 
 

Please do join in at home as you are comfortably able: you may wish to stand, sit and 

kneel as you normally would in church (we have included instructions for posture in 

this booklet for this reason), and/or to speak along with the congregational elements 

of the service. 

 

Donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral are very welcome: 

for more details, go to https://www.southwellminster.org/donate/. Thank you for your 

support. 

 
Equation 

The High Sheriff’s chosen charity for 2020 

 

Equation’s work to reduce the impact of domestic abuse, sexual violence and gender 

inequality is needed now, more than ever. With your help we can make sure support 

remains available in new and innovative ways, that key workers can continue to keep 

families safe, and that we’re ready to support adults, children and young people in 

moving forwards when this is over. 

 

You can help us reach more children and adults in our community by simply making 

a one-off donation or setting up a monthly donation and together we can create a 

community free from abuse. Donate today to help keep survivors in Nottingham safe. 

 

For more information about the work Equation does throughout our community, to 

request resources or information, or to find out how you can further support, please 

get in touch with Laura Grant at laura@equation.org.uk. 

 

For support with any of the issues mentioned you can contact Juno Women’s Aid on 

0808 800 0340 (free and 24/7), Equation’s Service for Men on 0115 960 5556 (free and 

available Mon-Fri, 9.30am-4.30pm) or Childline on 0800 1111. Always call 999 if you 

are in immediate danger*. 

 

*And did you know you can call the Police for help silently by dialling 999, waiting 

until the call is answered and staying silent. The call will then go to an operator, where 

you can press 55 (only do this when calling from a mobile phone, stay silent when 

calling from a landline); the system will detect this and the operator will transfer the 

call to the relevant police force as an emergency.  

https://www.southwellminster.org/donate/
https://www.equation.org.uk/donate/
mailto:laura@equation.org.uk
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The Office of High Sheriff 
 

The Office of High Sheriff is at least 1,000 years old and is the oldest continuous 

secular office under the Crown. Originally the office held many of the powers now 

vested in Lord-Lieutenants, High Court Judges, Magistrates, Local Authorities, Coro-

ners and the Inland Revenue. The High Sheriff remains the Sovereign’s representa-

tive in the county for all matters relating to the Judiciary and the maintenance of law 

and order. 

 

High Sheriffs are responsible for duties conferred by the Crown through warrant from 

the Privy Council, including attendance at royal visits, ensuring the protection and 

well-being of High Court Judges on circuit, executing High Court writs and orders, 

acting as Returning Officer for parliamentary elections in county constituencies, 

proclaiming the accession of a new Sovereign and maintaining the loyalty of subjects 

to the Crown. In practice, some of these responsibilities are delegated to the profess-

sional services. 

 

There is a nomination ceremony for all counties on 12 November each year in the 

Royal Courts of Justice when three names are put forward for the office of High Sheriff 

in each county. Subsequently the selection of a new High Sheriff is made by the 

Sovereign at a meeting of the Privy Council when by ancient custom the appointed 

name is ‘pricked’ with a bodkin. 

 

The office is non-political, which enables the holder to bring together a wide variety 

of individuals and office-holders for the good of the community served by the High 

Sheriff. High Sheriffs are now also encouraged to undertake duties to help voluntary 

and statutory bodies engaged in the maintenance and extension of law and order. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
Please stand 

 
HYMN 
 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 

Come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, 

Without our aid he did us make; 

We are his folk, he doth us feed, 

And for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise, 

Approach with joy his courts unto; 

Praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

For it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why? the Lord our God is good: 

His mercy is for ever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 

And shall from age to age endure. 
 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

The God whom heaven and earth adore, 

From men and from the Angel-host 

Be praise and glory evermore.  Amen. 
 

Words: William Kethe (c.1544-94) Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH    NEH 334 

after Psalm 100 from Genevan Psalter, 1551  
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BIDDING 
 

Dean  Let us worship God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

This is the day the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

The Very Revd Nicola Sullivan, Dean of Southwell, introduces the service and says: 

 

On this Sunday each year, we come to our Cathedral Church to rejoice on 

the occasion of the Official Birthday of our sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth; 

to give thanks for her long life of service and her continuing commitment 

to people of all ages, races and cultures around the world. 

 

This year we gather in a different way, online; we do so, of course, because 

of the pandemic which continues to affect our world. This crisis has been 

a cause of unprecedented disruption to every aspect of our civic, working, 

social, and worshipping lives. It has also been the occasion, as the Queen 

herself has remarked, of a remarkable coming together: of neighbour-

hoods supporting one another, and especially their most vulnerable 

members; of health and care workers, and other key workers, showing 

extraordinary levels of commitment in serving their local communities; 

and of those communities gathering each Thursday to show their support, 

in turn, for those keeping us safe. 

 

We have also been made aware, in recent weeks, that there are still things 

that divide us; still injustices in need of healing. And yet today we give 

thanks for all the good that we see around us, and to pray for the coming 

of that time when our common life will be fully restored, and when a new 

unity, fostered during these extraordinary times, will take root and grow 

to fullness among us. 

 

And so, let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s love and faith-

fulness. 
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CONFESSION 
 

Most merciful God, 

we your people confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

We have not always carried one another’s burdens; 

we have not always cared for the vulnerable and those in need. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. 

Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 

Bishop The Almighty and Merciful Lord 

grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins, 

time for amendment of life, 

and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR THE SOVEREIGN 
 

Dean  Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, 

bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 

and all who are in authority under her; 

that they may order all things 

in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace, 

to the honour and glory of your name 

and the good of your Church and people; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Please sit 

  



4 

REFLECTION by Charmaine Buss, Intensive Care Sister at the Nottingham University Hos-

pitals Trust, based at the Queen’s Medical Centre, Nottingham, on her experience of caring 

for people with Covid-19 

 
REFLECTION by Major Matthew Fry and Major Ben Foster, Royal Engineers, based in 

Beeston, who led the construction of the Nightingale Hospital in Manchester and the Covid-

19 Test Centre in Harrogate 

 
READING read by Agne Kasperavicinte, High Sheriff Police Cadet 

 

These are extracts from the Queen’s broadcast to the United Kingdom and Commonwealth on 

5 April 2020, as we entered the third week of ‘lockdown’. 

 

I want to thank everyone on the NHS front line, as well as care workers 

and those carrying out essential roles, who selflessly continue their day-

to-day duties outside the home in support of us all. I am sure the nation 

will join me in assuring you that what you do is appreciated and every 

hour of your hard work brings us closer to a return to more normal times. 

 

Together we are tackling this disease, and I want to reassure you that if 

we remain united and resolute, then we will overcome it. 

 

The moments when the United Kingdom has come together to applaud 

its care and essential workers will be remembered as an expression of our 

national spirit; and its symbol will be the rainbows drawn by children. 

 

Across the Commonwealth and around the world, we have seen heart-

warming stories of people coming together to help others, be it through 

delivering food parcels and medicines, checking on neighbours, or con-

verting businesses to help the relief effort. 

 

While we have faced challenges before, this one is different. This time we 

join with all nations across the globe in a common endeavour, using the 

great advances of science and our instinctive compassion to heal. We will 

succeed – and that success will belong to every one of us. 
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We should take comfort that while we may have more still to endure, 

better days will return: we will be with our friends again; we will be with 

our families again; we will meet again. 

 
READING ‘And People Stayed at Home’ 
read by Professor Dame Elizabeth Fradd DBE DL, High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire 

 

And people stayed at home and read books and listened and rested 

And made art and played 

And learned new ways of being 

And were still and listened more deeply 

Someone meditated 

Someone prayed 

Someone danced 

Someone met their own shadow 

And people started thinking differently — 

And people healed — 

And in the absence of people who lived in ignorant ways, 

Dangerous, mindless and heartless — 

The earth began to heal — 

And when danger ended 

And people found themselves — 

And they grieved for the dead 

And they made new choices 

And dreamed of new visions 

And created new ways to live 

And heal the earth fully 

Just as they had been healed. 

 
Catherine O’Meara, March 2020 

 
Please stand 
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HYMN 
 

 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 

Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 

 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him, 

Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us, 

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 

Past put behind us, for the future take us, 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) Tune: LORD OF THE YEARS    CP 81 

Michael Baughen (b. 1930), arr. David Iliff (b. 1939) 

 
Please sit  
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READING Ruth 1: 15-22 

read by Sir John Peace, Lord-Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire 

 

Naomi said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 

her gods; return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, 
 

‘Do not press me to leave you 

or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— 

there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, 

and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!’ 

 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 

more to her. 

 

So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they 

came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them; and the 

women said, ‘Is this Naomi?’ She said to them, 
 

‘Call me no longer Naomi, 

call me Mara, 

for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me. 

I went away full, 

but the Lord has brought me back empty; 

why call me Naomi 

when the Lord has dealt harshly with me, 

and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?’ 

 

So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, 

who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to 

Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON given by the Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham, The Rt Revd Paul Williams 

 
ANTHEM sung by a number of Choristers of the Cathedral Choir 

 

Let saints on earth in concert sing 

With those whose work is done; 

For all the servants of our King, 

In earth and heaven are on. 

 

One army of the living God, 

To his command we bow; 

Part of his host hath crossed the flood, 

And part is crossing now. 

 

Jesus, be thou our constant guide; 

Then, when the word is given, 

Bid Jordan’s narrow stream divide, 

And bring us safe to heaven. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) Music: Alan Ridout (1934-96) 

 
REFLECTION given by Anna Clark, Chief Executive Officer of Equation, the High Sheriff’s 

chosen charity for 2020 (see p. ii) 

 
Please remain seated or kneel 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by The Revd Canon Dr Richard Frith, Canon Precentor 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 
BLESSING 
 

Bishop God grant to the living, grace; 

to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people, 

peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

come down upon you 

and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
 



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD 

Tel.: 01636 812593 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
 

Would you like to stay in touch with us? Sign up to our mailing list here. 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

 

God save our gracious Queen, 

Long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen! 

Send her victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 

God save the Queen! 

 

Thy choicest gifts in store 

On her be pleased to pour, 

Long may she reign: 

May she defend our laws, 

And ever give us cause 

To sing with heart and voice 

God save the Queen! 

 
Tune: NATIONAL ANTHEM    NEH 489 

English traditional 

arr. Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-78) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Alla marcia John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 

 

http://eepurl.com/c-smqb

