EVENSONG

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 8 August 2021
3.30pm

Welcome to Southwell Minster
As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around
you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones
and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time.
A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are
equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting
appropriate to your equipment.

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden,
Sidesman or Verger for a copy.
Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s
Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster.
We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our
use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.
The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold.
Today we welcome the Orrishmere Singers as our visiting choir. The choir is directed
by Martin Brown, Organist of Bangor Cathedral. The organ is played by Darren
Williams, Organist and Musical Director of Doncaster Minster.
Worshippers are asked to wear a face covering when entering and leaving the
Cathedral but to feel free to remove them when in their places. We also ask all those
visiting the Cathedral to check in using the NHS Covid-19 app on entry if possible,
and to continue to observe some social distancing in the building. Please be mindful
of the needs of other worshippers who may be vulnerable to the virus.
This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at
www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel,
for one day. Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same
act of worship as those in the Cathedral.
No collection is taken at this service, but donations as you leave in support of the
mission and ministry of the Cathedral are very welcome. Envelopes and cash may be
deposited in the donation box, or preferably use the contactless donation station.
Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org.uk/donate. Please
give generously.
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The Service of Evensong
The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the
working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is centred
around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and accessibly to
our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also includes
two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and Nunc dimittis.
Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised to his people,
and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the end of the
day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in cathedrals is
that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the repetition of
familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.
The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from
the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that
those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be
immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to
be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility
for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence
and grace of God.

Standing, Sitting and Kneeling
Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture:
-

-

Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising
or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for
certain important prayers.
Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second
readings from the Bible, and for the sermon.
Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one
of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling.

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God
together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture,
especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.
We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors. If you would like to
keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or
churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Please stand at the entry of the ministers

PRECES sung by the Canon Precentor and choir
O Lord, open thou our lips:
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us:
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord:
The Lord’s name be praised.
Music: Richard Ayleward (1629-69)

The Revd Dr. Richard Frith, Canon Precentor, welcomes the congregation to the service.

1

OFFICE HYMN

O blest Creator of the light,
Who makest the day with radiance bright,
And o’er the forming world didst call
The light from chaos first of all;
Whose wisdom joined in meet array
The morn and eve, and named them Day:
Night comes with all its darkling fears;
Regard thy people’s prayers and tears:
Lest, sunk in sin and whelm'd with strife,
They lose the gift of endless life;
While, thinking but the thoughts of time,
They weave new chains of guilt and crime.
But grant them grace that they may strain
The heavenly gate and prize to gain:
Each harmful lure aside to cast,
And purge away each error past.
O Father, that we ask be done,
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son,
Who with the Spirit and with thee
Doth live and reign eternally.
Amen.
Words: Latin, 8th century or earlier
trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Tune: LUCIS CREATOR

Please sit
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NEH 150 (t. i)
Mode viii

PSALMODY sung by the choir

Psalm 91

Whoso dwelleth under the defence of the most High:
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say unto the Lord, Thou art my hope, and my strong hold:
my God, in him will I trust.
For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter:
and from the noisome pestilence.
He shall defend thee under his wings,
and thou shalt be safe under his feathers:
his faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night:
nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
For the pestilence that walketh in darkness:
nor for the sickness that destroyeth in the noon-day.
A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right hand:
but it shall not come nigh thee.
Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold:
and see the reward of the ungodly.
For thou, Lord, art my hope:
thou hast set thine house of defence very high.
There shall no evil happen unto thee:
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
For he shall give his angels charge over thee:
to keep thee in all thy ways.
They shall bear thee in their hands:
that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone.
Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder:
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under thy feet.
Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him:
I will set him up, because he hath known my Name.
He shall call upon me, and I will hear him:
yea, I am with him in trouble;
I will deliver him, and bring him to honour.
With long life will I satisfy him:
and shew him my salvation.
Please stand
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Music: Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)

Please sit

FIRST LESSON

Ecclesiasticus 43: 13–33

By his command he sends the driving snow
and speeds the lightnings of his judgement.
Therefore the storehouses are opened,
and the clouds fly out like birds.
In his majesty he gives the clouds their strength,
and the hailstones are broken in pieces.
The voice of his thunder rebukes the earth;
when he appears, the mountains shake.
At his will the south wind blows;
so do the storm from the north and the whirlwind.
He scatters the snow like birds flying down,
and its descent is like locusts alighting.
The eye is dazzled by the beauty of its whiteness,
and the mind is amazed as it falls.
He pours frost over the earth like salt,
and icicles form like pointed thorns.
The cold north wind blows,
and ice freezes on the water;
it settles on every pool of water,
and the water puts it on like a breastplate.
He consumes the mountains and burns up the wilderness,
and withers the tender grass like fire.
A mist quickly heals all things;
the falling dew gives refreshment from the heat.

4

By his plan he stilled the deep
and planted islands in it.
Those who sail the sea tell of its dangers,
and we marvel at what we hear.
In it are strange and marvellous creatures,
all kinds of living things, and huge sea-monsters.
Because of him each of his messengers succeeds,
and by his word all things hold together.
We could say more but could never say enough;
let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’
Where can we find the strength to praise him?
For he is greater than all his works.
Awesome is the Lord and very great,
and marvellous is his power.
Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much as you can,
for he surpasses even that.
When you exalt him, summon all your strength,
and do not grow weary, for you cannot praise him enough.
Who has seen him and can describe him?
Or who can extol him as he is?
Many things greater than these lie hidden,
for I have seen but few of his works.
For the Lord has made all things,
and to the godly he has given wisdom.’
Please stand
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MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Words: Luke 1: 46-55

Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN D
Charles Wood (1866-1926)

Please sit
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SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 12: 1–17

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let
us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken
his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners,
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. In your struggle against
sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And
you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children—
‘My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
or lose heart when you are punished by him;
for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves,
and chastises every child whom he accepts.’
Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children;
for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline? If you do not
have that discipline in which all children share, then you are illegitimate
and not his children. Moreover, we had human parents to discipline us,
and we respected them. Should we not be even more willing to be subject
to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time
as seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, in order that
we may share his holiness. Now, discipline always seems painful rather
than pleasant at the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out
of joint, but rather be healed.
Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no
root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it many
become defiled. See to it that no one becomes like Esau, an immoral and
godless person, who sold his birthright for a single meal. You know that
later, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no chance to repent, even though he sought the blessing with tears.
Please stand
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NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation.
Which thou hast prepared:
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Words: Luke 2: 29-32

Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN D
Charles Wood (1866-1926)

CREED
I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES
sung by the Canon Precentor and choir
The Lord be with you:
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Please sit or kneel
Lord, have mercy upon us:
Christ, have mercy upon us:
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and let us not be led into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us:
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen:
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness:
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people:
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord:
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us:
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Let thy merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of thy humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions make them
to ask such things as shall please thee;
through Jesus Christ our Lord..
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed;
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Music: Richard Ayleward (1626-69)

Please sit
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ANTHEM sung by the choir
Te lucis ante terminum
Rerum creator poscimus
Ut pro tua clementia
Sis praesul et custodia.

Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray,
That with thy wonted favour thou
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now.

Procul recedant somnia
Et noctium phantasmata
Hostemque nostrum comprime
Ne polluantur corpora.

From all ill dreams defend our eyes,
From nightly fears and fantasies;
Tread under foot our ghostly foe,
That no pollution we may know.

Praesta, Pater piissime
Patrique compar unice
Cum Spiritu Paraclito
Regnans per omne saeculum.
Amen.

O Father, that we ask be done,
Through Jesus Christ thine only Son,
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
Doth live and reign eternally.
Amen.

Words: Office Hymn at Compline
Latin, translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Music: EVENING HYMN
Henry Balfour Gardiner (1877-1950)

HOMILY given by the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar
Please remain seated or kneel when invited.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by the Canon Precentor
One of the following responses, or another, may be used:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
Amen.
Please stand
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HYMN

Glory to thee, my God, this night
For all the blessings of the light;
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
Beneath thy own almighty wings.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,
The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.
Teach me to live, that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed;
Teach me to die, that so I may
Rise glorious at the aweful day.
O may my soul on thee repose,
And with sweet sleep my eyelids close,
Sleep that may me more vigorous make
To serve my God when I awake.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below,
Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

Tune: TALLIS’ CANON NEH 244
Thomas Tallis (c.1505-85)
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BLESSING given by the Canon Precentor
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
be amongst you and remain with you always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL sung by the Canon Precentor and choir
The Lord be with you:
And with thy Spirit.
Let us bless the Lord:
Thanks be to God.
Music: Edward Woodall Naylor (1867-1934)

ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers depart
Grand Choeur in D

William Faulkes (1863-1933)

Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ
voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may
still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand outside the north door to greet you on your
way out.

Please take this order of service away with you
The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD.
Tel.: 01636 817290
office@southwellminster.org.uk
www.southwellminster.org
Facebook: @SouthwellMinster
Twitter: @SouthwMinster
Instagram: @SouthwellMinster
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