CATHEDRAL EUCHARIST

St Stephen
Sunday 26 December 2021
10.00am

Welcome to Southwell Minster
As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around
you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones
and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time.
A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are
equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting
appropriate to your equipment.

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden,
Sidesman or Verger for a copy.
Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s
Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster.
We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our
use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.
The President of the Eucharist is the Very Revd Nicola Sullivan, Dean of Southwell.
The Deacon and Preacher is the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar.
The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold.
Worshippers are asked to wear a face covering when entering and leaving, and when
receiving Communion, but to feel free to remove them when in their places. We also
ask all those visiting the Cathedral to check in using the NHS Covid-19 app on entry
if possible, and to continue to observe some social distancing in the building. Please
be mindful of the needs of other worshippers who may be vulnerable to the virus.
This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at
www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel
for one week. Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same
act of worship as those in the Cathedral.
The organ is played by Ben Mills, Organ Scholar of Southwell Minster (2017-18), and
currently Assistant Director of Music at St Mark's, Hamilton Terrace, London.
The setting for the Eucharist is the Mass of St Thomas by David Thorne (b. 1950).

ii

Communion
Communion will be received in one kind only (bread); the Church teaches that Holy
Communion is received fully in either the consecrated wafer or the wine. Please make
use of the hand sanitiser dispenser provided as you approach. Please keep your face
covering in place until you have received the host in your hand, and replace it after
consuming the host. Gluten-free wafers are available. Please speak to a
Churchwarden or verger before the service (if possible) to request one.

Standing, Sitting and Kneeling
Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture:
-

Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising
or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for
certain important prayers.

-

Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second
readings from the Bible, and for the sermon.

-

Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one
of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling.

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God
together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture,
especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.

No collection is taken at this service, but donations as you leave in support of the
mission and ministry of the Cathedral are very welcome. Envelopes and cash may be
deposited in the donation box, or preferably use the contactless donation station.
Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org.uk/donate. Please
give generously.

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors. If you would like to
keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or
churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk
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ORDER OF SERVICE
The Canon in Residence welcomes the congregation.

THE GATHERING
Please stand at the entry of the altar party

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

1. A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure!
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin-honour pure.
Repeat the hymn again!
‘To God on high be glory,
And peace on earth to men!’
2. The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high!
And Cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky.
Repeat the hymn again!…

4. Since all he comes to ransom,
By all be he adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Saviour and the Lord.
Repeat the hymn again!…

3. While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, ye vales and mountains,
Ye oceans clap your hands.
Repeat the hymn again!…

5. And idol forms shall perish,
And error shall decay,
And Christ shall wield his sceptre,
Our Lord and God for ay.
Repeat the hymn again!…

Words: Greek, St Germanus (634-734)
trans. John Mason Neale (1818-66) et al.

Tune: ES IST EIN ROS ENTSPRUNGEN NEH 21
German carol melody
harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
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President

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The President introduces the Eucharist.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Deacon

As Stephen rebuked God’s people
for not listening to the word of God,
let us confess our stubbornness and sin which resist the Holy Spirit.

Silence is kept.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
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ABSOLUTION
President

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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COLLECT
President

Let us pray.

Silence is kept.
Gracious Father,
who gave the first martyr Stephen
grace to pray for those who took up stones against him:
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth
we may learn to love even our enemies
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt,
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us,
Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Please sit
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING read by Jessica Pacey

Acts 7: 51–60

And Stephen replied: ‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart
and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors
used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They
killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you
have become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that received
the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their
teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this,
he died.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please remain seated
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GRADUAL HYMN

What child is this, who, laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds worship and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him praise
The Babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Come, have no fear, God’s son is here,
His love all loves exceeding:
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Saviour comes,
The Babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
All tongues and peoples own him,
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let every heart enthrone him:
Raise, raise your song on high
While Mary sings a lullaby,
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The Babe, the son of Mary.
Words: W. Chatterton Dix (1837-98)

Tune: GREENSLEEVES NEH 40
English traditional

Please stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING
Deacon

Matthew 10: 17–22

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in
their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings
because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to
say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated
by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please sit when invited by the preacher.

SERMON given the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar
Please stand
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CREED
President

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Please sit or kneel when invited

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Robert Ridgwell
One of the following responses may be used:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Please stand

THE PEACE
President

Jesus said, ‘In the world you face persecution.
But take courage; I have conquered the world.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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OFFERTORY HYMN during which the table is prepared for Communion

Good King Wenceslas look’d out
On the feast of Stephen,
When the snow lay round about,
Deep, and crisp, and even:
Brightly shone the moon that night,
Though the frost was cruel,
When a poor man came in sight,
Gath'ring winter fuel.
Lower voices "Hither, page, and stand by me
If thou know'st it, telling
Yonder peasant, who is he?
Where and what his dwelling?"
Upper voices "Sire, he lives a good league hence
Underneath the mountain
Right against the forest fence
By Saint Agnes' fountain."
Lower voices "Bring me flesh and bring me wine
Bring me pine logs hither
Thou and I will see him dine
When we bear him thither."
All
Page and monarch forth they went
Forth they went together
Through the rude wind's wild lament
And the bitter weather
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Upper voices "Sire, the night is darker now
And the wind blows stronger
Fails my heart, I know not how,
I can go no longer."
Lower voices "Mark my footsteps, my good page
Tread thou in them boldly
Thou shalt find the winter's rage
Freeze thy blood less coldly."
All

In his master's steps he trod
Where the snow lay dinted
Heat was in the very sod
Which the Saint had printed
Therefore, Christian men, be sure
Wealth or rank possessing
Ye who now will bless the poor
Shall yourselves find blessing.

Words: John Mason Neale (1818-66)

Tune: from Piae Cantiones CC1 13

PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
President

Let us pray.
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise
a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For love of us fallen sinners
he most wonderfully and humbly chose to be made human,
and to take our nature upon him,
so that we might be born again by your Spirit
and restored in your image.
The love that brought him down to earth
lifted your martyr Stephen from earth to heaven.
By that love he spoke your word with wisdom and the Spirit;
by that love he saw your glory and Jesus at your right hand;
by that love he overcame the anger of his accusers
and forgave their cruelty;
by that love he committed his spirit into your hands
and won the crown of righteousness.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
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President

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Deacon

Great is the mystery of faith:

All

President

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

All

Please sit or kneel
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
President

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

GIVING OF COMMUNION
Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven.
Lord, give us this bread always.
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All baptised, communicant members of Christian churches are invited to receive Communion.
Communion is received in one kind only (bread) on this occasion due to Covid-19; the Church
teaches that Holy Communion is received fully in either the consecrated wafer or the wine.
Please follow the instructions of Churchwardens to approach to receive Communion.
Please leave your face covering in place as you come up for Communion until you have received
the host wafer in your hand, then remove your face covering to consume the host, then replace
it before returning to your seat via the side aisles.
Gluten-free wafers are available on request. If you would prefer to receive a blessing (without
physical contact), please bring this order of service with you as an indication. If you are unable
to move to the altar, please inform a Churchwarden and the President will come to you.
Please sit or kneel on your return from Communion.

AGNUS DEI
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
President

Let us pray.
Merciful Lord,
we thank you for the signs of your mercy
revealed in birth and death:
save us by the coming of your Son,
and give us joy in honouring Stephen,
first martyr of the new Israel;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Notices are given.

THE DISMISSAL
Please stand

BLESSING
God give you grace to be faithful witnesses,
to see heaven opened
and the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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HYMN

1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
‘Peace on the earth, good-will to men,
From heaven’s all gracious King!’
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing!

2. Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled;
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing;
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessèd angels sing.

4. For lo! the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When, with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold;
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendours fling,
And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Words: Edmund Sears (1810-76)

Tune: NOEL CC2 44
English traditional
arr. Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900)

DISMISSAL
Deacon

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Pièce d'orgue, BWV 572

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ
voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may
still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand outside the north door to greet you on your
way out.
No collection is taken at this service, but donations as you leave in support of the mission
and ministry of the Cathedral are very welcome. Envelopes and cash may be deposited in the
donation box, or preferably use the contactless donation station. Alternatively, you can give
online at www.southwellminster.org.uk/donate. Please give generously.
The weekly notice sheet for the Minster, Pew News, is available on the Minster website at
www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/
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The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD.
Tel.: 01636 812649
office@southwellminster.org.uk
www.southwellminster.org
Facebook: @SouthwellMinster
Twitter: @SouthwMinster
Instagram: @SouthwellMinster
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