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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 

 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible. 

 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 
 

The Southwell Festival Voices are directed by Marcus Farnsworth, Artistic Director of 

the Southwell Music Festival. The organ is played by Jonathan Allsopp, 

Assistant Director of Music at Southwell Minster. 
 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel, 

for one day.  Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 
 

We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory 

Hymn at our Sunday services.  However, donations in support of the mission and 

ministry of the Cathedral by other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash 

may also be deposited in the donation box near each entrance, or donations by card 

can be made using the contactless donation station. Alternatively, you can give online 

at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously.  

 

 

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors.  If you would like to 

keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or 

churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk 
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The Service of Evensong  
  

The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the 

working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is 

centred around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and 

accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also 

includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and 

Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised 

to his people, and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the 

end of the day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in 

cathedrals is that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the 

repetition of familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.  

  

The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from 

the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that 

those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be 

immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to 

be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility 

for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence 

and grace of God.  

 
Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 

 

Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture: 
 

- Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising 

or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for 

certain important prayers. 

- Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second 

readings from the Bible, and for the sermon. 

- Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one 

of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling. 
 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture, 

especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Variations on a Hymn Tune William Mathias (1934-92) 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from the North Transept 

 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house 

And his banner over me was love. 
 

Words: Song of Solomon 2: 3-4                                           Music: Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

 
Please stand at the entry of the choir and ministers 

 
PRECES sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord:  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
Music: Kenneth Leighton (1929-88) 

 

 

The Revd Dr Richard Frith, Canon Precentor, welcomes the congregation to the service.  
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OFFICE HYMN  

 

 
 

O blest Creator of the light, 

Who makest day with radiance bright, 

And o’er the forming world didst call 

The light from chaos first of all; 
 

Whose wisdom joined in meet array 

The morn and eve, and named them Day: 

Night comes with all its darkling fears; 

Regard thy people’s prayers and tears: 
 

Lest, sunk in sin and whelm'd with strife, 

They lose the gift of endless life; 

While, thinking but the thoughts of time, 

They weave new chains of guilt and crime. 
 

But grant them grace that they may strain 

The heavenly gate and prize to gain: 

Each harmful lure aside to cast, 

And purge away each error past. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, 

Who with the Spirit and with thee 

Doth live and reign eternally. 

Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, 8th century or earlier Tune: LUCIS CREATOR    NEH 150 (t. i)  

trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) Mode viii  

 
Please sit 
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PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalm 119: 81–96 
 

My soul hath longed for thy salvation: 

and I have a good hope because of thy word. 

Mine eyes long sore for thy word: 

saying, O when wilt thou comfort me? 

For I am become like a bottle in the smoke: 

yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

How many are the days of thy servant: 

when wilt thou be avenged of them that persecute me? 

The proud have digged pits for me: 

which are not after thy law. 

All thy commandments are true: 

they persecute me falsely; O be thou my help. 

They had almost made an end of me upon earth: 

but I forsook not thy commandments. 

O quicken me after thy loving-kindness: 

and so shall I keep the testimonies of thy mouth. 
 

O Lord, thy word: 

endureth for ever in heaven. 

Thy truth also remaineth from one generation to another: 

thou hast laid the foundation of the earth, and it abideth. 

They continue this day according to thine ordinance: 

for all things serve thee. 

If my delight had not been in thy law: 

I should have perished in my trouble. 

I will never forget thy commandments: 

for with them thou hast quickened me. 

I am thine, O save me: 

for I have sought thy commandments. 

The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy me: 

but I will consider thy testimonies. 

I see that all things come to an end: 

but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
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Please sit 

 
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 33: 13–22 
 

Hear, you who are far away, what I have done; 

   and you who are near, acknowledge my might. 

The sinners in Zion are afraid; 

   trembling has seized the godless: 

‘Who among us can live with the devouring fire? 

   Who among us can live with everlasting flames?’ 

Those who walk righteously and speak uprightly, 

   who despise the gain of oppression, 

who wave away a bribe instead of accepting it, 

   who stop their ears from hearing of bloodshed 

   and shut their eyes from looking on evil, 

they will live on the heights; 

   their refuge will be the fortresses of rocks; 

   their food will be supplied, their water assured. 

 

Your eyes will see the king in his beauty; 

   they will behold a land that stretches far away. 

Your mind will muse on the terror: 

   ‘Where is the one who counted? 

   Where is the one who weighed the tribute? 

   Where is the one who counted the towers?’ 

No longer will you see the insolent people, 

   the people of an obscure speech that you cannot comprehend, 

   stammering in a language that you cannot understand. 

Look on Zion, the city of our appointed festivals! 

   Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 

   a quiet habitation, an immovable tent, 

whose stakes will never be pulled up, 

   and none of whose ropes will be broken. 

But there the Lord in majesty will be for us 

   a place of broad rivers and streams, 

where no galley with oars can go, 

   nor stately ship can pass. 

For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our ruler, 

   the Lord is our king; he will save us. 
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Please stand 

 
MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN G 

Francis Jackson (1917-2022) 

 
Please sit 
 

SECOND LESSON John 3: 22–36 
 

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he 

spent some time there with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at 

Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept 

coming and were being baptized— John, of course, had not yet been thrown 

into prison. 



6 

Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a 

Jew. They came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, the one who was with you 

across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are 

going to him.’ John answered, ‘No one can receive anything except what 

has been given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, 

“I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.” He who has the 

bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 

hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy 

has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.’ 
 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth 

belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes 

from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no 

one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified 

this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 

he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has 

placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 

whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath. 

 
Please stand 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 2: 29-32 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN G 

Francis Jackson (1917-2022) 
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Please turn East towards the High Altar 

 

CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Please turn back 

 
LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES 
sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and let us not be led into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen: 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people: 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord: 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us: 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

O God, who declarest thy almighty power most chiefly in shewing 

mercy and pity;  

Mercifully grant unto us such a measure of thy grace,  

that we, running the way of thy commandments,  

may obtain thy gracious promises,  

and be made partakers of thy heavenly treasure;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: Kenneth Leighton (1929-88) 

 

 
Please sit 

 

ANTHEM sung by the choir 
 

Lord, thou hast been our refuge: 

from one generation to another. 
 

O God, our help in ages past,  

Our hope for years to come,  

Our shelter from the stormy blast,  

And our eternal home. 
 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the 

world were made: 

thou art God from everlasting, and world without end. 

Thou turnest man to destruction: 

again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday: 

seeing that is past as a watch in the night. 



10 

As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep: 

and fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green, and groweth up: 

but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 

For we consume away in thy displeasure: 

and are afraid at thy wrathful indignation. 

For when thou art angry all our days are gone: 

we bring our years to an end, as a tale that is told. 

The days of our age are threescore years and ten; and though men be so 

strong that they come to fourscore years: 

yet is their strength but labour and sorrow; so soon passeth it away, 

and we are gone. 

 

Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last: 

be gracious unto thy servants. 

O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon: 

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

Lord, thou hast been our refuge: 

from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the 

world were made: 

thou art God from everlasting, and world without end. 

And the glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: 

prosper thou, O prosper thou the work of our hands. O prosper thou 

our handy work. 
 

Words: Psalm 90: 1-10a, 13-14a, 17 Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

and Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 
HOMILY given by the Dean 

 
Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by the Revd Dr Richard Frith, Canon Precentor 
 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 

 

1. Happy are they, they that love God, 

Whose hearts have Christ confest, 

Who by his Cross have found their life, 

And ’neath his yoke their rest. 
 

2. Glad is the praise, sweet are the songs, 

When they together sing; 

And strong the prayers that bow the ear 

Of heaven’s eternal King. 
 

3. Christ to their homes giveth his peace, 

And makes their loves his own: 

But ah, what tares the evil one 

Hath in his garden sown! 

4. Sad were our lot, evil this earth, 

Did not its sorrows prove 

The path whereby the sheep may find 

The fold of Jesu’s love. 
 

5. Then shall they know, they that love him, 

How all their pain is good; 

And death itself cannot unbind 

Their happy brotherhood. 
 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930)                                Tune: BINCHESTER   NEH 369 

based on the Latin of Charles Coffin (1676-1749)                          William Croft (1678-1727) 

Organist of Westminster Abbey (1708-1727)  
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BLESSING given by the Dean 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL sung by the cantor and choir 

 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy Spirit. 

 

Let us bless the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music: Edward Naylor (1867-1934) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers depart 
 

Prelude in C Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the Crossing to greet you on your way out. 

 

We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 

Sunday services.  However, donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral by 

other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may also be deposited in the donation box 

near each entrance, or donations by card can be made using the contactless donation station. If 

you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided 

so that we can reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 25p for every £1 given. 

Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 

Please take this order of service away with you 

 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate


 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 817290 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
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LATER TODAY 
 

10.00pm Compline sung by the Cathedral Lay Clerks Quire 
 

Provost Te lucis ante terminum 

Provost Nunc dimittis 

Liszt Salve Regina 

 
TOMORROW – Monday 29 August 

 

5.30pm Evensong sung by the Cathedral Choir Quire 
 

Poston Jesus Christ the apple tree   •   Walsh Responses 

Office Hymn: Immense caeli Conditor   •   Psalms 142 & 143 

MacMillan Short Service   •   Panufnik Heaven 

MacMillan Gaudeamus in loci pace 

 
Please note that Mini-Pew News (the abridged version of the Weekly notice sheet), is 

now printed as a separate document given out at Minster services each Sunday. 

The full version of Pew News continues to be available online – and can be found at 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you an e-mail 

each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published (please complete 

the web form at the bottom right of the Minster web site home page 

https://www.southwellminster.org/ to sign up to receive this e-mail). 
 

Similarly, the full service list for the next week, including the music, is available at 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/services-calendar/ (direct link is included 

in the same e-mail  mentioned above for Pew News). 

 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/
https://www.southwellminster.org/
https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/services-calendar/

