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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

Welcome to Southwell Minster for Evensong on this solemn occasion. We pray and 

trust that this service, in which day by day we join our praise with those of the Church 

throughout the world and those of the angels in heaven, will bring you comfort and 

peace at this momentous time for our nation. 

 

The service of Evensong centres around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak 

powerfully and accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service 

of Evensong also includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the 

Magnificat and Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what 

God promised to his people. They have sustained Christian people through times of 

over through many hundreds of years. May they do so for us all today. 

 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 

 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 

 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 

 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible. 

 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 
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Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 
 

Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture: 
 

- Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising 

or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for 

certain important prayers. 

- Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second 

readings from the Bible, and for the sermon. 

- Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one 

of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling. 
 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture, 

especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.  

 
The Cathedral Choir is directed by Paul Provost, Rector Chori.  

The organ is played by Jonathan Allsopp, Assistant Director of Music.  

 
This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel, 

for one day.  Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 

 
We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory 

Hymn at our Sunday services.  However, donations in support of the mission and 

ministry of the Cathedral by other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash 

may also be deposited in the donation box near each entrance, or donations by card 

can be made using the contactless donation station. Alternatively, you can give online 

at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 
 

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors.  If you would like to 

keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or 

churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
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The congregation are invited to gather outside the West Door where, prior to the start of the 

service, The Proclamation of King Charles III will be read. 

 

 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from outside the West Door. 

 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

And I will pray the Father,  

and he shall give you another Comforter,  

that he may bide with you for ever;  

even the Spirit of truth. 
 

Words: John 14: 15-16 Music: Thomas Tallis (c.1505-85) 

 
HYMN during which the choir, clergy and congregation will process into the Minster to take 

their places in the Quire. 
 

 
 

1. All my hope on God is founded; 

He doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

Only good and only true. 

God unknown, 

He alone 

Calls my heart to be his own. 
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2. Pride of man and earthly glory, 

Sword and crown betray his trust; 

What with care and toil he buildeth, 

Tower and temple, fall to dust 

But God’s power, 

Hour by hour, 

Is my temple and my tower. 
 

3. God’s great goodness aye endureth, 

Deep his wisdom, passing thought: 

Splendour, light and life attend him, 

Beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore  

From his store 

New-born worlds rise and adore. 

4. Daily doth th’Almighty giver 

Bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

His desire our soul delighteth, 

Pleasure leads us where we go. 

Love doth stand 

At his hand; 

Joy doth wait on his command. 
 

5. Still from man to God eternal 

Sacrifice of praise be done, 

High above all praises praising 

For the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call 

One and all: 

Ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Words: German, Joachim Neander (1650-80) Tune: MICHAEL    NEH 333 

trans. Robert Bridges (1844-1930) Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 
PRECES sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord:  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
Music: Richard Ayleward (1626-69) 

 
The Canon in Residence welcomes the congregation to the service. 
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OFFICE HYMN  

 

 
 

O blest Creator of the light, 

Who makest day with radiance bright, 

And o’er the forming world didst call 

The light from chaos first of all; 
 

Whose wisdom joined in meet array 

The morn and eve, and named them Day: 

Night comes with all its darkling fears; 

Regard thy people’s prayers and tears: 
 

Lest, sunk in sin and whelm'd with strife, 

They lose the gift of endless life; 

While, thinking but the thoughts of time, 

They weave new chains of guilt and crime. 
 

But grant them grace that they may strain 

The heavenly gate and prize to gain: 

Each harmful lure aside to cast, 

And purge away each error past. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, 

Who with the Spirit and with thee 

Doth live and reign eternally. 

Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, 8th century or earlier Tune: LUCIS CREATOR    NEH 150 (t. i)  

trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) Mode viii  

 
Please sit  
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PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalms 124 & 125 
 

If the Lord himself had not been on our side, now may Israel say: 

if the Lord himself had not been on our side, when men rose up 

against us; 

They had swallowed us up quick: 

when they were so wrathfully displeased at us. 

Yea, the waters had drowned us: 

and the stream had gone over our soul. 

The deep waters of the proud: 

had gone even over our soul. 

But praised be the Lord: 

who hath not given us over for a prey unto their teeth. 

Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the snare of the fowler: 

the snare is broken, and we are delivered. 

Our help standeth in the Name of the Lord: 

who hath made heaven and earth. 

 

They that put their trust in the Lord shall be even as the mount Sion: 

which may not be removed, but standeth fast for ever. 

The hills stand about Jerusalem: 

even so standeth the Lord round about his people, from this time forth 

for evermore. 

For the rod of the ungodly cometh not into the lot of the righteous: 

lest the righteous put their hand unto wickedness. 

Do well, O Lord: 

unto those that are good and true of heart. 

As for such as turn back unto their own wickedness: 

the Lord shall lead them forth with the evil-doers; but peace shall be 

upon Israel. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Chants: Ernest Bullock (1890-1979) & George Gray (1897-1981) 

 

Please sit 
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FIRST READING Isaiah 60 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, 

   the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 

they shall be acceptable on my altar, 

   and I will glorify my glorious house. 

Who are these that fly like a cloud, 

   and like doves to their windows? 

For the coastlands shall wait for me, 

   the ships of Tarshish first, 

to bring your children from far away, 

   their silver and gold with them, 

for the name of the Lord your God, 

   and for the Holy One of Israel, 

   because he has glorified you. 

Foreigners shall build up your walls, 

   and their kings shall minister to you; 

for in my wrath I struck you down, 

   but in my favour I have had mercy on you. 
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Your gates shall always be open; 

   day and night they shall not be shut, 

so that nations shall bring you their wealth, 

   with their kings led in procession. 

For the nation and kingdom 

   that will not serve you shall perish;  

   those nations shall be utterly laid waste. 

The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, 

   the cypress, the plane, and the pine, 

to beautify the place of my sanctuary; 

   and I will glorify where my feet rest. 

The descendants of those who oppressed you 

   shall come bending low to you, 

and all who despised you 

   shall bow down at your feet; 

they shall call you the City of the Lord, 

   the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Whereas you have been forsaken and hated, 

   with no one passing through, 

I will make you majestic for ever, 

   a joy from age to age. 

You shall suck the milk of nations, 

   you shall suck the breasts of kings; 

and you shall know that I, the Lord, am your Saviour 

   and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 
 

Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 

   instead of iron I will bring silver; 

instead of wood, bronze, 

   instead of stones, iron. 

I will appoint Peace as your overseer 

   and Righteousness as your taskmaster. 

Violence shall no more be heard in your land, 

   devastation or destruction within your borders; 

you shall call your walls Salvation, 

   and your gates Praise. 
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The sun shall no longer be 

   your light by day, 

nor for brightness shall the moon 

   give light to you by night; 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

   and your God will be your glory. 

Your sun shall no more go down, 

   or your moon withdraw itself; 

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

   and your days of mourning shall be ended. 

Your people shall all be righteous; 

   they shall possess the land for ever. 

They are the shoot that I planted, the work of my hands, 

   so that I might be glorified. 

The least of them shall become a clan, 

   and the smallest one a mighty nation; 

I am the Lord; 

   in its time I will accomplish it quickly. 

 

 

Please stand 
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MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN A 

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

Please sit 
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SECOND READING  John 6: 51–69 
 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 

bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the 

world is my flesh.’ 

 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man 

give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless 

you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life 

in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and 

I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood 

is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 

and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 

Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that 

came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 

died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these 

things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; 

who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 

complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if 

you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is 

the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken 

to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not 

believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 

believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, 

‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is 

granted by the Father.’ 

 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 

about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ 

Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the 

Holy One of God.’ 

 
Please stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 2: 29-32 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN A 

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

Please turn east to face the High Altar 

 

CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES 
sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and let us not be led into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 
RESPONSES FOR THE ACCESSION OF THE KING 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King 

Who putteth his trust in thee. 
 

Send him help from thy holy place. 

And evermore mightily defend him. 
 

Be unto him, O Lord, a strong tower; 

From the face of his enemies. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 



12 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer; 

And let our cry come unto thee. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 

of whose only gift it cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee true 

and laudable service; 

Grant, we beseech thee, that we may so faithfully serve thee in this life, 

that we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly promises; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR THE ACCESSION OF THE KING 
 

O God, who providest for thy people by thy power, 

and rulest over them in love: 

Vouchsafe so to bless thy Servant our King, 

that under him this nation may be wisely governed, 

and thy Church may serve thee in all godly quietness; 

and grant that he being devoted to thee with his whole heart, 

and persevering in good works unto the end, 

may, by thy guidance, come to thine everlasting kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: Richard Ayleward (1626-69) and John Harper (b. 1947) 

 

Please sit 

 
ANTHEM sung by the choir 
 

Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt, 

et non tanget illos tormentum 

malitiae.  

Visi sunt oculis insipientium mori:  

illi autem sunt in pace. 

The souls of the righteous are in the 

hand of God, and there shall no 

torment touch them.  

In the sight of the unwise they 

seemed to die:  but they are in peace. 
 

Words: Wisdom 3: 1-3  Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT CHORISTER PROMOTIONS 

 
HOMILY given by the Revd David McCoulough, Priest Vicar 
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Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Canon Angela Ashwin, Reader 

 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand 
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OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 
 

1. Praise the Lord!  ye heavens, adore him; 

  praise him, angels, in the height; 

sun and moon, rejoice before him, 

  praise him, all ye stars and light: 

Praise the Lord!  for he has spoken, 

  worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 

laws, which never shall be broken, 

  for their guidance he has made. 
 

2. Praise the Lord!  for he is glorious; 

  never shall his promise fail; 

God has made his saints victorious, 

  sin and death shall not prevail. 

Praise the God of our salvation; 

  hosts on high, his power proclaim; 

heaven and earth and all creation,  

  laud and magnify his name! 

3. Worship, honour, glory, blessing, 

  Lord, we offer to thy name; 

young and old, thy praise expressing, 

  join their Saviour to proclaim. 

As the saints in heaven adore thee, 

  we would bow before thy throne; 

as thine angels serve before thee, 

  so on earth thy will be done. 
 

Words: Foundling Hospital Collection c1796 Tune: AUSTRIA   NEH 437 

vv 1 and 2 after Psalm 148  v 3 by Edward Osler (1798-1863) Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) 

 
THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

God save our gracious King, 

Long live our noble King, 

God save the King! 

Send him victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 

God save the King! 

Thy choicest gifts in store 

On him be pleased to pour, 

Long may he reign: 

May he defend our laws, 

And ever give us cause 

To sing with heart and voice 

God save the King! 
 

Tune: NATIONAL ANTHEM    NEH 489 

English traditional 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers and choir depart 
 

Toccata Joseph Jongen (1873-1953) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the Crossing to greet you on your way out. 

 

We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 

Sunday services.  However, donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 

by other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may also be deposited in the donation 

box near each entrance, or donations by card can be made using the contactless donation 

station. Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. 

Please give generously. 

 
 

 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate


 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
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