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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 
 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible. 
 

The President of the Eucharist is the Revd Paul Rattigan, Canon Missioner. 

The Deacon and Preacher is the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar. 

  

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 

 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel 

for one week. Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 

 

A collection for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral will be taken during the 

Offertory Hymn at this service. If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your 

details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided so that we can 

reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 

25p for every £1 given. Cash donations can also be placed in 

the donation box near each entrance or card donations made 

using the contactless card station. Alternatively, to make a 

donation online, please scan this QR code or visit 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously.  
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Communion 
 

Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds (bread and wine) but please feel free 

to leave the altar rail after receiving the bread if you prefer. The Church teaches that 

Holy Communion is received fully in either the consecrated wafer or the wine. 

Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine) as this carries an increased risk 

of transmitting infection. The administrant will not offer you the chalice to intinct, 

but only to drink from.  

 
Children’s activities 

 

This week, our regular children’s activity, Minster Kids, will not  be meeting. Instead, 

there are children’s activity bags available in our Children’s Chapel (near the font) 

and at the door; please ask if you would like one. Children of all ages are very 

welcome at all our services. 

 
Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 

 

Throughout this booklet, you will find various references to posture. We stand to 

praise or sing together; sit to listen and to receive (for example, during Bible readings 

– except the Gospel – and the sermon), and we may kneel for personal prayer. 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture 

if you need to. For example, if standing for long periods is difficult, you may wish to 

sit during the Gospel and the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
Music at this service 

 

The organ is played by George Balfour, Organ Scholar.  

 

Organ Music before the service 
 

Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, BWV 641 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
The President welcomes the congregation. 

 
THE GATHERING 

 

Please stand at the start of the opening hymn. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN during which the altar party enter. 
 

 
 

1. Rejoice! the Lord is King. 

Your Lord and King adore; 

Mortals, give thanks and sing, 

And triumph evermore: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 

2. Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 

The God of truth and love; 

When he had purged our stains, 

He took his seat above: 

Lift up your heart… 

3. His kingdom cannot fail; 

He rules o’er earth and heaven; 

The keys of death and hell 

Are to our Jesus given:  

Lift up your heart… 
 

4. He sits at God’s right hand  

Till all his foes submit, 

And bow to his command, 

And fall beneath his feet:  

Lift up your heart… 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) Tune: GOPSAL    NEH 443 

George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)  
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President In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 
The President introduces the Eucharist. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

As this Sunday’s candle is lit, the President says: 
 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth 

as a burning and shining light. 

May we your servants rejoice in his light, 

and so be led to witness to him 

who is the Lord of our coming kingdom, 

Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Deacon A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

cf.  John 1.23 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 

President May almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins, 

and bring you to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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COLLECT 
 

President Let us pray. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING read by Kathy Hocking Isaiah 35: 1–10 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

   and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

   the majesty of our God. 
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Strengthen the weak hands, 

   and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

   He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

   He will come and save you.’ 

 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

   and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

A highway shall be there, 

   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

   but it shall be for God’s people; 

   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

   but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

   and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 
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GRADUAL HYMN 
 

 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 
 

2. Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 
 

4. So when next he comes in glory, 

And earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 

On the clouds of heaven appear. 
 

5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run.  Amen. 
 

Words: VOX CLARA, Latin, 6th century Tune: MERTON    NEH 5 

trans. Edward Caswall (1814-78) William Henry Monk (1823-89) 

 
Please turn to face the Gospel reader  
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 11: 2–11 

 

Deacon Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

 

 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What 

did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 

What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 

those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 

about whom it is written, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way before you.” 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 
Please turn back to face the altar.  

 

Please sit when invited by the preacher.  

 
SERMON given by the Revd Erika Kirk, Priest Vicar  
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Please stand 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

President Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by David Shannon 
 

After each petition, one of these responses may be used: 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

And at the end: 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
Please stand  
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
THE PEACE 
 

President God will speak peace to his people, 

  To those who turn to him in their hearts. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

The Deacon invites the congregation to share a sign of peace. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN during which the table is prepared and a collection is taken for the 

mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
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1. Beauty for brokenness, 

Hope for despair, 

Lord, in Your suffering world 

This is our prayer: 

Bread for the children, 

Justice, joy, peace; 

Sunrise to sunset, 

Your kingdom increase! 

2. Shelter for fragile lives, 

Cures for their ills, 

Work for the craftsman, 

Trade for their skills; 

Land for the dispossessed, 

Rights for the weak, 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can’t speak. 

God of the poor, 

Friend of the weak, 

Give us compassion we pray: 

Melt our cold hearts, 

Let tears fall like rain; 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame. 
 

3. Refuge from cruel wars, 

Havens from fear, 

Cities for sanctuary, 

Freedoms to share; 

Peace to the killing-fields, 

Scorched earth to green, 

Christ for the bitterness, 

His cross for the pain. 

4. Rest for the ravaged earth, 

Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned— 

Our future, our dreams. 

Lord, end our madness, 

Carelessness, greed; 

Make us content with 

The things that we need. 

    God of the poor….. 
 

5. Lighten our darkness, 

Breathe on this flame 

Until Your justice 

Burns brightly again; 

Until the nations 

Learn of Your ways, 

Seek Your salvation 

And bring You their praise. 

    God of the poor….. 
 

Words and Music: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)    A&M  557 

Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music 
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PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

President With this bread that we bring 

All   we shall remember Jesus. 

With this wine that we bring 

  we shall remember Jesus. 

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 

gifts from God to his table we bring. 

  We shall remember Jesus. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us  
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 

he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 

to open for us the way of salvation. 
 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 

we now watch for the day 

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

to proclaim your glory, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
 

 

Music: from MASS OF ST THOMAS 

David Thorne (b. 1950) 

 

President We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Deacon Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory 

 

President Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Please sit or kneel 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

President As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 

Music: from MASS OF ST THOMAS 

David Thorne (b. 1950) 

 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

President God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 
All baptised, communicant members of Christian churches are invited to receive Communion. 

 

Holy Communion will be offered in both kinds (bread and wine) both at the communion rail 

and at the font. If you prefer to receive in one kind please feel free to leave after receiving the 

bread. The Church teaches that Holy Communion is received fully in either the consecrated 

wafer or the wine. Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine) as this carries an increased 

risk of transmitting infection. The administrant will not offer you the chalice to intinct, but 

only to drink from. Thank you.  
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Please follow the instructions of Churchwardens to approach to receive Communion. 

 

Gluten-free wafers are available on request. If you would prefer to receive a blessing (without 

physical contact), please bring this order of service with you as an indication. If you are unable 

to move to the altar, please inform a Churchwarden and the President will come to you. 

 

Please sit or kneel on your return from Communion. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN. Please remain seated. 
 

 
 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.  

Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear.  

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.  

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.  
  

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;  

He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.  

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!  

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.  
  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place,  

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.  

No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him;  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  
  

Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music Tune: BE STILL    CP 383  

(Administered by Integrity Music Ltd.) Words and music: David J. Evans (b. 1957) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

President Let us pray. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

We thank you, Lord,  

that you have fed us in this sacrament,  

united us with Christ,  

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  

prepared for all peoples.  

Amen. 

 

Notices are given. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

 

Please stand 

 

President Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

  



18 

HYMN 
 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church 

Gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light… 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light… 
 

Longing for shelter people are homeless, 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light… 
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Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light… 
 

Tune: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT    HOAN 401 

Words and music: Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 

Copyright © 1993 Bernadette Farrell 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Canzon Quarti Toni Dopo il Post Comune Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643) 

(from Fiori Musicali) 

 
We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 

Sunday services.  However, donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral by 

other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may be deposited in the donation box near 

each entrance, or donations by card can be made using the contactless donation station. If you are 

a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided so that 

we can reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 25p for every £1 given. 

Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 
Please take this Order of Service away with you. 

 
Our printed notice-sheet Mini-Pew News is available as a separate document at 

Minster services each Sunday. Alternatively, the full version of Pew News is available 

online at https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you 

an e-mail each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published 

(please complete the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to 

sign up to receive this regular weekly e-mail). 

 

Full details of all of our Christmas services and other special events and concerts can 

be found on our website at https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2022/ or in 

the special Christmas 2022 leaflet. Please take copies of this leaflet to give to friends and 

colleagues who might be interested in attending Christmas events here at the Minster. 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/
https://www.southwellminster.org/
https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2022/


 

Are you a visitor to Southwell Minster today? 
 

Thank you for visiting us today. 

It would be very helpful to us if you could please complete this form. 

 

Name:  

 

Date:  

Address:  

 

 

 

 

  

Tel:  

 

  

Email:  

 

  

 

 

Please tick as applicable (you may tick more than one box): 

 

First time 

visitor 

  I would like information on how to join the 

Cathedral Electoral Roll 

 

Returning 

visitor 

  I would like to know more about being a Christian  

New to the 

area 

  I am interested in becoming a  

‘Friend of Southwell Cathedral’ 

 

   I am interested in Planned Giving to the Cathedral 

(e.g. Regular Standing Order or our Envelope Scheme) 

 

 

Please remove this page from your Order of Service and hand it to a member of the clergy or 

one of our welcomers.  This information will not be shared with any other agency. 

 

 



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
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