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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 

 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 

 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 

 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible. 

 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 
 

The Minster Chorale is directed by Jonathan Allsopp, Assistant Director of Music.  

The organ is played by George Balfour, Organ Scholar.  
 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel, 

for one day.  Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 
 

A collection for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral will be taken during the 

Offertory Hymn at this service. If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your 

details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided so that we can 

reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 

25p for every £1 given. Cash donations can also be placed in 

the donation box near each entrance or card donations made 

using the contactless card station. Alternatively, to make a 

donation online, please scan this QR code or visit 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously.  
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The Service of Evensong  
  

The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the 

working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is 

centred around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and 

accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also 

includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and 

Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised 

to his people, and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the 

end of the day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in 

cathedrals is that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the 

repetition of familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.  
  

The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from 

the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that 

those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be 

immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to 

be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility 

for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence 

and grace of God.  

 
Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 

 

Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture: 
 

- Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising 

or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for 

certain important prayers. 

- Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second 

readings from the Bible, and for the sermon. 

- Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one 

of the Vergers or Sidesmen if you would like a cushion for kneeling. 
 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture, 

especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.  

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors.  If you would like to 

keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or 

churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Allegretto  Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

(from Six Short Preludes and Postludes, Op. 101) 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from the North Transept 
 

This is the truth sent from above, 

the truth of God, the God of love; 

therefore don’t turn me from your door,  

but hearken all both rich and poor. 
 

The first thing which I do relate 

Is that God did man create 

The next thing which to you I’ll tell 

Woman was made with man to dwell. 
 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 

Till God the Lord did interpose; 

And so a promise soon did run 

That he would redeem us by his Son. 
 

And at that season of the year 

our blest Redeemer did appear; 

he here did live, and here did preach, 

and many thousands he did teach. 
 

Thus he in love to us behaved, 

to show us how we must be saved; 

and if you want to know the way, 

be pleased to hear what he did say. 

 
 Words and Music: English Traditional Carol 

arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
Please stand at the entry of the choir and ministers 
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PRECES sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord:  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
Music: Richard Ayleward (1626-69) 

 

The Canon in Residence welcomes the congregation to the service. 
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OFFICE HYMN  
 

 
Creator of the stars of night,  

Thy people’s everlasting light,  

O Jesu, Saviour of us all,  

Regard thy servants when they call.  
  

Thou, grieving at the bitter cry  

Of all creation doomed to die,  

Didst come to save a ruined race  

With healing gifts of heavenly grace.  
  

Thou camest, Bridegroom of the bride,  

As drew the world to evening-tide,  

Proceeding from a virgin shrine,  

The Son of Man, yet Lord divine.  
  

At thy great name, exalted now,  

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow,  

And things in heaven and earth shall own  

That thou art Lord and King alone.  
  

To thee, O holy One, we pray,  

Our judge in that tremendous day,  

Preserve us, while we dwell below,  

From every onslaught of the foe.  
  

All praise, eternal Son, to thee,  

Whose advent sets thy people free,  

Whom with the Father we adore,  

And Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen.  
  

Words: Latin, 9th century Tune: CONDITOR ALME    NEH 1  

trans. John Mason Neale (1818-66) Mode iv   

 
Please sit 
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PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalm 11 
 

In the Lord put I my trust: 

how say ye then to my soul, that she should flee as a bird unto the hill? 

For lo, the ungodly bend their bow, and make ready their arrows within 

the quiver: 

that they may privily shoot at them which are true of heart. 

For the foundations will be cast down: 

and what hath the righteous done? 

The Lord is in his holy temple: 

the Lord’s seat is in heaven. 

His eyes consider the poor: 

and his eye-lids try the children of men. 

The Lord alloweth the righteous: 

but the ungodly, and him that delighteth in wickedness doth his  

soul abhor. 

Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, storm  

and tempest: 

this shall be their portion to drink. 

For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness: 

his countenance will behold the thing that is just. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Music: Henry Baker (1821-77) 

 

Please sit 

 
FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 18: 17–39 
 

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of Israel?’ 

He answered, ‘I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s 

house, because you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and 

followed the Baals. Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at 

Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the 

four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.’ 
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So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount 

Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ‘How long will 

you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

him; but if Baal, then follow him.’ The people did not answer him a word. 

Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord; 

but Baal’s prophets number four hundred and fifty. Let two bulls be given 

to us; let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it 

on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it 

on the wood, but put no fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god 

and I will call on the name of the Lord; the god who answers by fire is 

indeed God.’ All the people answered, ‘Well spoken!’ Then Elijah said to 

the prophets of Baal, ‘Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, 

for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.’ 

So they took the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the 

name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, ‘O Baal, answer us!’ But 

there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they 

had made. At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, ‘Cry aloud! Surely he is 

a god; either he is meditating, or he has wandered away, or he is on a 

journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.’ Then they cried 

aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves with swords and 

lances until the blood gushed out over them. As midday passed, they 

raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no 

voice, no answer, and no response. 
 

Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come closer to me’; and all the people 

came closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been 

thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the 

tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, 

‘Israel shall be your name’; with the stones he built an altar in the name of 

the Lord. Then he made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain 

two measures of seed. Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull in 

pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, ‘Fill four jars with water and pour 

it on the burnt-offering and on the wood.’ Then he said, ‘Do it a second 

time’; and they did it a second time. Again he said, ‘Do it a third time’; 

and they did it a third time, so that the water ran all round the altar, and 

filled the trench also with water. 
 

At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near 

and said, ‘O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 

day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done 

all these things at your bidding. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that 
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this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have 

turned their hearts back.’ Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the 

burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the 

water that was in the trench. When all the people saw it, they fell on their 

faces and said, ‘The Lord indeed is God; the Lord indeed is God.’ 

 

Please stand 

 
MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN A 

Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995) 

 
Please sit 
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SECOND LESSON John 1: 19–28 
 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did 

not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, 

‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ 

He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then 

are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands 

one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 
Please stand 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 2: 29-32 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN A 

Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995) 

 

Please turn east to face the High Altar 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
Please turn back 

 
LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES 
sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and let us not be led into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King: 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people: 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord: 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us: 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 
COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

Blessed Lord,  

who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning;  

Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn,  

and inwardly digest them,  

that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word,  

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 

which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR ADVENT 
 

Almighty God, 

give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 

and put upon us the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, 

to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

now and ever. 

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: Richard Ayleward (1626-69) and John Harper (b. 1947) 

 

Please sit 
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ANTHEM sung by the choir 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love, 

Pure beam of the most high, eternal light 

Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright 

Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 
 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 

Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine; 

Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 

As stars about thy throne, set in the height 

Of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight 

Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 
 

Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 

Our nature all shall feel eternal day, 

In fellowship with thee, transforming day 

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within.  Amen. 
 

Words: Henry Ramsden Bramley (1833-1917) Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 
HOMILY given by the Dean 

 
Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 



12 

Please stand 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 
 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 
 

2. Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 
 

4. So when next he comes in glory, 

And earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 

On the clouds of heaven appear. 
 

5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run.  Amen. 
 

Words: VOX CLARA, Latin, 6th century Tune: MERTON    NEH 5 

trans. Edward Caswall (1814-78) William Henry Monk (1823-89) 

 
BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy Spirit. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music: Edward Naylor (1867-1934) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers depart 
 

Prelude in B minor, BWV 544i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the crossing to greet you on your way out. 

 

We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 

Sunday services. However, donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral by 

other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may be deposited in the donation box near 

each entrance, or donations by card can be made using one of our contactless donation stations. 

If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided 

so that we can reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 25p for every £1 given. 

Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 

  

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
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New Services Starting Sunday 11 December. Our new service pattern for the second 

Sunday of the month starts next Sunday morning 

• 10.00am: a shorter, less formal Cathedral Eucharist with no choir and more 

congregational participation – designed to be the perfect introduction for 

those who are new to church, or perhaps returning after time away. 

• 11.15: a Sung Eucharist according to the Book of Common Prayer, normally 

featuring the Cathedral Choir and with full ceremonial including incense. 

We hope to live-stream both of these services each month. For more details please see 

the Minster website. Please do support these services, and spread the word about 

them to people you know who may be interested. 

 

Full details of all of our Christmas services and other special events and concerts can 

be found on our website at https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2022/ or in 

the special Christmas 2022 leaflet. Please take copies of this leaflet to give to friends and 

colleagues who might be interested in attending Christmas events here at the Minster. 

 
This Sunday sees the first edition of a printed Monthly Pew News for December – the 

plan is that this larger printed version will be available at the beginning of each 

month, with the smaller Mini-Pew News produced for the other Sundays each month. 

The full weekly version of Pew News continues to be available online – and can be 

found at https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you 

an e-mail each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published (please 

complete the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to sign up to 

receive this regular weekly e-mail). 

 

https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2022/
https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/
https://www.southwellminster.org/


 

  



 

Are you a visitor to Southwell Minster today? 
 

Thank you for visiting us today. 

It would be very helpful to us if you could please complete this form. 

 

Name:  

 

Date:  

Address:  

 

 

 

 

  

Tel:  

 

  

Email:  

 

  

 

 

Please tick as applicable (you may tick more than one box): 

 

First time 

visitor 

  I would like information on how to join the 

Cathedral Electoral Roll 

 

Returning 

visitor 

  I would like to know more about being a Christian  

New to the 

area 

  I am interested in becoming a  

‘Friend of Southwell Cathedral’ 

 

   I am interested in Planned Giving to the Cathedral 

(e.g. Regular Standing Order or our Envelope Scheme) 

 

 

Please remove this page from your Order of Service and hand it to a member of the clergy or 

one of our welcomers.  This information will not be shared with any other agency. 

  



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
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