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The Third Sunday in Advent 

Sunday 11 December 2022 

 
11.15am Sung Eucharist  
 

Organ Prelude: Christe, aller Welt trost, BWV 670, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Setting: Communion Service in F, Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 
In place of a Processional Hymn the service opens with  

THE ADVENT PROSE during which the choir and ministers enter 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Choir Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
 

All  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
 

Choir Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: thy 

holy cities are a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 

our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.  
  

All  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
  

Choir We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade as a leaf: 

and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away; thou hast hid thy 

face from us: and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.  
 

All  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
  

Choir Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord and beside 

me there is no Saviour: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  
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All  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
 

Choir  Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, my salvation shall not tarry:  

    I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions.  

Fear not, for I will save thee:  

    for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.  
 

All  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
  

Words: Latin, Officia Propria, 1673 Tune: RORATE CAELI    NEH 501  

Mode i  

 
COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

O Lord Jesu Christ,  

who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way 

before thee;  

Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so 

prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  

that at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an 

acceptable people in thy sight,  

who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

ever one God, world without end. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR ADVENT 
 

Almighty God, 

give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 

and put upon us the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, 

to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

now and ever. 

Amen.  
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FIRST READING read by Margaret Waddington Isaiah 35: 1–10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

   and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

   the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

   and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

   He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

   He will come and save you.’ 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

   and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, 

   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

   but it shall be for God’s people; 

   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

   but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
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   and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
GRADUAL sung by the choir 
 

Shew thyself O Lord,  

thou that sittest upon the Cherubim, 

stir up thy strength and come. 

Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel; 

Thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. 
 

Music: mode vii 

 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 11: 2–11 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What 

did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 

What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 

those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 

about whom it is written, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way before you.” 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. 

 
SERMON given by the Dean 
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THE NICENE CREED will be sung to the setting by John Merbceke (page 5 of Service Book) 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

 
 

Wake, O wake! with tidings thrilling 

The watchmen all the air are filling, 

Arise, Jerusalem, arise! 

Midnight strikes! no more delaying, 

‘The hour has come!’ we hear them saying. 

Where are ye all, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes in sight, 

Raise high your torches bright! 

Alleluya! 

The wedding song 

Swells loud and strong: 

Go forth and join the festal throng. 

  

Sion hears the watchmen shouting, 

Her heart leaps up with joy undoubting, 

She stands and waits with eager eyes; 

See her Friend from heaven descending, 

Adorned with truth and grace unending! 

Her light burns clear, her star doth rise. 

Now come, thou precious Crown, 

Lord Jesu, God’s own Son!  

Hosanna! 

Let us prepare  

To follow there, 

Where in thy supper we may share. 
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Every soul in thee rejoices; 

From men and from angelic voices 

Be glory given to thee alone! 

Now the gates of pearl receive us, 

Thy presence never more shall leave us, 

We stand with Angels round thy throne. 

Earth cannot give below 

The bliss thou dost bestow. 

Alleluya! 

Grant us to raise, 

To length of days, 

The triumph-chorus of thy praise. 

 
Words & melody: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) Tune: WACHET AUF  NEH 16 

tr F C Burkitt (1864-1935) Harmony J S Bach (1685-1750) 

 
MOTET sung by the choir during communion 
 

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 

And he confessed, and denied not;  and said plainly, I am not the Christ. 

And they asked him,  What art thou then?  Art thou Elias?   

And he said, I am not.  Art thou the Prophet?  And he answered, No. 

Then said they unto him, What art thou?  that we may give an answer 

unto them that sent us.  What sayest thou of thyself? 

And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,  

make straight the way of the Lord. 

 
Words: John 1:  19-23 Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
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FINAL HYMN 
 

 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 
 

2. Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 
 

4. So when next he comes in glory, 

And earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 

On the clouds of heaven appear. 
 

5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run.  Amen. 
 

Words: VOX CLARA, Latin, 6th century Tune: MERTON    NEH 5 

trans. Edward Caswall (1814-78) William Henry Monk (1823-89) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Évocation II Thierry Escaich (b. 1965) 
 

 

Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the crossing to greet you on your way out. 

  



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
 

Please take this order of service away with you (but leave the Evensong booklet for future use). 
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If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided 
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Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 

Our printed notice-sheet Mini-Pew News is available as a separate document at 

Minster services each Sunday. Alternatively, the full version of Pew News is available 

online at https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you 

an e-mail each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published 

(please complete the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to 

sign up to receive this regular weekly e-mail). 

 

Full details of all of our Christmas services and other special events and concerts can 

be found on our website at https://www.southwellminster.org/christmas2022/ or in 

the special Christmas 2022 leaflet. Please take copies of this leaflet to give to friends and 

colleagues who might be interested in attending Christmas events here at the Minster. 
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