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The First Sunday of Epiphany 

Sunday 8 January 2023 

 

11.15am Sung Eucharist  
 

Organ Prelude: Les Mages (from La Nativité du Seigneur), Oliver Messiaen (1908-92) 

Setting: Messe Solennelle, Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 

 
 

1. When Jesus came to Jordan 

To be baptised by John, 

He did not come for pardon, 

But as his Father’s Son. 

He came to share repentance 

With all who mourn their sins, 

To speak the vital sentence 

With which good news begins. 

2. He came to share temptation, 

Our utmost woe and loss; 

For us and our salvation 

To die upon the cross. 

So when the Dove descended 

On him, the Son of Man, 

The hidden years had ended, 

The age of grace began. 
 

3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 

To keep the vows we make, 

This very day invade us, 

And every bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, 

The gift we covet most: 

To share the resurrection 

That leads to Pentecost. 
 

Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)  CP 93 Tune: OFFERTORIUM    NEH 310 

Copyright © Stainer & Bell Ltd Michael Haydn (1737-1806) 
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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people 

which call upon thee;  

and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought 

to do,  

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING read by Jan Richardson Acts 10: 34–43 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 
GRADUAL sung by the choir 
 

Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel:  

which only doeth great and wonderful things for ever. 

The mountains also shall bring peace:  

and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
 

Music: mode vii 
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 3.13–17 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 

John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, 

and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it 

is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

 
THE NICENE CREED will be sung to the setting by John Merbecke (page 5 of Service Book) 

 
SERMON given by the Revd Prof. Alison Milbank, Canon Theologian 
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OFFERTORY HYMN during which the table is prepared for Communion 
 

 
 

1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 

Great David’s greater Son; 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free; 

To take away transgression, 

And rule in equity. 
 

2. He comes with succour speedy 

To those who suffer wrong; 

To help the poor and needy, 

And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

Were precious in his sight. 

3. He shall come down like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth, 

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

Spring in his path to birth: 

Before him on the mountains 

Shall peace the herald go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

From hill to valley flow. 
 

4. Kings shall fall down before him, 

And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore him, 

His praise all people sing; 

To him shall prayer unceasing 

And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

A kingdom without end. 
 

5. O’er every foe victorious, 

He on his throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

All-blessing and all-blest: 

The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand for ever; 

That name to us is Love. 
 

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) Tune: CRÜGER    NEH 55 

after Psalm 72 Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 

arr. William Henry Monk (1823-89) 
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MOTET sung by the choir during communion 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,  

that he may abide with you for ever; e’en the Spirit of Truth.  

And ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 
 

Words: John 14: 15-18 Music: Philip Wilby (b. 1949) 

 
FINAL HYMN 
 

 
 

Christ, when for us you were baptized, 

   God's Spirit on you came, 

as peaceful as a dove and yet 

   as urgent as as a a flame. 

 

God called you, "My beloved One," 

   declared delight in you, 

anointed you to preach and heal, 

   God's holy will to do. 

 

Straightway and steadfast until death, 

   you then obeyed God's call, 

freely as Son of God to serve 

   and give your life for all. 

 

Baptize us with your Spirit, God, 

   your cross on us be signed, 

that, likewise in God's service, we 

   may perfect freedom find. 
 

Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)   CP 93 Tune: BILLING    NEH 257 

Copyright © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. Richard Runciman Terry (1865-1938) 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Fantasia super ‘Komm, Heiliger Geist’, BWV 651 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
This afternoon, at 3.30pm in place of Evensong will be our Epiphanytide Procession,  

a service which will include music by Marenzio, Poulenc, Allain, Willcocks and Howells. 

 
We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 

Sunday services. However, donations in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral by 

other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may be deposited in the donation box near 

each entrance, or donations by card can be made using one of our contactless donation stations. 

If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided 

so that we can reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 25p for every £1 given. 

Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 

Available today is our printed Monthly Pew News for January, which attempts to 

summarise all the information and events taking place this month – please take a 

copy. Alternatively, the full version of this week’s version of Pew News,  

covering in detail everything happening over the next week is available online at 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you an e-mail 

each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published (please complete 

the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to sign up to receive 

this regular weekly e-mail). 

 
The next of our monthly Book of Common Prayer Sung Eucharists will take place on 

Sunday 12 February at 11.15am (which will be sung by the Minster Chorale). 

 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/
https://www.southwellminster.org/


 

Are you a visitor to Southwell Minster today? 
 

Thank you for visiting us today. 

It would be very helpful to us if you could please complete this form. 

 

Name:  

 

Date:  

Address:  

 

 

 

 

  

Tel:  

 

  

Email:  

 

  

 

Please tick as applicable (you may tick more than one box): 
 

First time 

visitor 

  I would like information on how to join the 

Cathedral Electoral Roll 

 

Returning 

visitor 

  I would like to know more about being a Christian  

New to the 

area 

  I am interested in becoming a  

‘Friend of Southwell Cathedral’ 

 

   I am interested in Planned Giving to the Cathedral 

(e.g. Regular Standing Order or our Envelope Scheme) 

 

 

Please remove this page from your Order of Service and hand it to a member of the clergy or 

one of our welcomers.  This information will not be shared with any other agency. 

  



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Twitter: @SouthwMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster 
 

Please take this order of service away with you (but leave the Sung Eucharist booklet for future use). 
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