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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 
 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.  

 
This Order of Service is printed on sustainably produced paper. 

 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 
 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel, 

for one day.  Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 
 

A collection for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral will be taken during the 

Offertory Hymn at this service. If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your 

details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided so that we can 

reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 

25p for every £1 given. Cash donations can also be placed in 

the donation box near each entrance or card donations made 

using the contactless card station. Alternatively, to make a 

donation online, please scan this QR code or visit 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously.  
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The Service of Evensong  
  

The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the 

working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is 

centred around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and 

accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also 

includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and 

Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised 

to his people, and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the 

end of the day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in 

cathedrals is that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the 

repetition of familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.  
  

The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from 

the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that 

those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be 

immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to 

be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility 

for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence 

and grace of God.  

 
Music at this service 

 

We are delighted to be joined by Lincoln Cathedral Consort and their director 

Alana Brook at this service. Our two voluntary choirs have always enjoyed a close 

relationship, and we are now in a regular routine of singing together twice a year in 

our respective cathedrals. 

 

Today’s service is also particularly special as there will be the first performance of a 

newly-commissioned set of Preces and Responses, written for Southwell Minster 

Chorale, by Mark Joyner. Mark is the former Assistant Cathedral Organist of Adelaide 

Cathedral in Australia, his son Edward is now a Lay Clerk here at Southwell 

(and former Lay Clerk at Lincoln), and Mark was also Alana’s first organ teacher; it’s 

safe to say Mark has strong connections to this part of the world! We thank Mark for 

this great new addition to the repertoire. 

 

The Southwell Minster Chorale and the Lincoln Cathedral Consort are directed by 

Jonathan Allsopp, Assistant Director of Music at Southwell and by Alana Brook, 

Assistant Organist of Lincoln Cathedral. The organ is played by George Balfour, 

Organ Scholar of Southwell Minster.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Vesper Voluntary No 3 Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from the North Transept 

 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house 

And his banner over me was love. 
 

Words: Song of Solomon 2: 3-4                                           Music: Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

 
Please stand at the entry of the choir and ministers 

 
PRECES sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord:  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Music: Mark Joyner (b. 1955) 

 
The Canon in Residence welcomes the congregation to the service. 
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OFFICE HYMN  
 

 
 

O Trinity of blessèd light, 

O Unity of primal might, 

The fiery sun now goes his way, 

Shed thou within our hearts thy ray. 

 

To thee our morning song of praise, 

To thee our evening prayer we raise, 

Thy glory, suppliant, we adore, 

For ever and for evermore. 

 

O Trinity, O Unity, 

Thou help of man’s infirmity, 

Protect us through the hours of night, 

Who art our everlasting light. 

 

To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Let glory, praise and worship be 

From age to age eternally. 

Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, attributed to St Ambrose (c. 339-397) Tune: O LUX BEATA    NEH 54 (t. i) 

trans. John Mason Neale (1818-66) et al. Mode viii 

 
Please sit  
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PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalm 148 
 

O praise the Lord of heaven: 

praise him in the height. 

Praise him, all ye angels of his: 

praise him, all his host. 

Praise him, sun and moon: 

praise him, all ye stars and light. 

Praise him, all ye heavens: 

and ye waters that are above the heavens. 

Let them praise the Name of the Lord: 

for he spake the word, and they were made; he commanded, and they 

were created. 

He hath made them fast for ever and ever: 

he hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 

Praise the Lord upon earth: 

ye dragons, and all deeps; 

Fire and hail, snow and vapours: 

wind and storm, fulfilling his word; 

Mountains and all hills: 

fruitful trees and all cedars; 

Beasts and all cattle: 

worms and feathered fowls; 

Kings of the earth and all people: 

princes and all judges of the world; 

Young men and maidens, old men and children, praise the Name of  

the Lord: 

for his Name only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth. 

He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him: 

even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Chant: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

Please sit 
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FIRST LESSON Proverbs 8: 1, 22–31 

 

Does not wisdom call, 

   and does not understanding raise her voice? 

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

   the first of his acts of long ago. 

Ages ago I was set up, 

   at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

   when there were no springs abounding with water. 

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

   before the hills, I was brought forth— 

when he had not yet made earth and fields, 

   or the world’s first bits of soil. 

When he established the heavens, I was there, 

   when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

   when he established the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

   so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

   then I was beside him, like a master worker; 

and I was daily his delight, 

   rejoicing before him always, 

rejoicing in his inhabited world 

   and delighting in the human race. 

 

Please stand 
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MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: COLLEGIUM REGALE 

Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 

Please sit 
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SECOND LESSON Revelation 4 

 

After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first 

voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, ‘Come up 

here, and I will show you what must take place after this.’ At once I was 

in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the 

throne! And the one seated there looks like jasper and cornelian, and 

around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around the 

throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-

four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. 

Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals 

of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches, which 

are the seven spirits of God; and in front of the throne there is something 

like a sea of glass, like crystal. 

 

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living 

creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a 

lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with a 

face like a human face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. 

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes 

all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing, 

‘Holy, holy, holy, 

the Lord God the Almighty, 

   who was and is and is to come.’ 

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honour and thanks to 

the one who is seated on the throne, who lives for ever and ever, the 

twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and 

worship the one who lives for ever and ever; they cast their crowns before 

the throne, singing, 

‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

   to receive glory and honour and power, 

for you created all things, 

   and by your will they existed and were created.’ 

 
Please stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 2: 29-32 Music: COLLEGIUM REGALE 

Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 

Please turn east (to face the High Altar) 

 

CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Please turn back 
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LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES  
sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and let us not be led into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King: 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people: 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord: 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us: 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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COLLECT FOR SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY 
 

O Lord God,  

who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do;  

Mercifully grant that by thy power we may be defended against all 

adversity;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: Mark Joyner (b. 1955) 

 

Please sit 
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ANTHEM sung by the choir 
 

Te lucis ante terminum 

Rerum creator poscimus 

Ut pro tua clementia 

Sis praesul et custodia. 
 

Procul recedant somnia 

Et noctium phantasmata 

Hostemque nostrum comprime 

Ne polluantur corpora. 
 

Praesta, Pater piissime 

Patrique compar unice 

Cum Spiritu Paraclito 

Regnans per omne saeculum. 

Amen. 

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray, 

That with thy wonted favour thou 

Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 

From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 

From nightly fears and fantasies; 

Tread under foot our ghostly foe, 

That no pollution we may know. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ thine only Son, 

Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 

Doth live and reign eternally.   

Amen. 
 

Words: Office Hymn at Compline Music: EVENING HYMN 

translated by John Mason Neale (1818-66) Henry Balfour Gardiner (1877-1950) 

 
HOMILY given by the Revd David McCoulough, Priest Vicar 

 
Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by the Revd Paul Rattigan, Canon Missioner 
 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand  
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OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy! all the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 
 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826) Tune: NICAEA    NEH 146 

John Bacchus Dykes (1823-76) 

 
BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL sung by the Canon Precentor and choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy Spirit. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music: Mark Joyner (b. 1955) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers and choir depart 
 

Chorale No 3 in A minor César Franck (1822-90) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the crossing to greet you on your way out. 

 

 



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 
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We have now resumed the practice of taking the collection during the Offertory Hymn at our 
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other means are equally welcome. Envelopes and cash may be deposited in the donation box near 
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If you are a UK taxpayer, you are invited to fill in your details on the Gift Aid envelopes provided 

so that we can reclaim your income tax and thus increase your donation by 25p for every £1 given. 

Alternatively, you can give online at www.southwellminster.org/donate. Please give generously. 

 

Please note that Mini-Pew News (the abridged version of the Weekly notice sheet), is 

now printed as a separate document given out at Minster services each Sunday. 

The full version of Pew News continues to be available online – and can be found at 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/ or we can send you an e-mail 

each week that includes a link to the new edition as it is published (please complete 

the web form at https://www.southwellminster.org/newsletter to sign up to receive 

this regular weekly e-mail). 

 

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors.  If you would like to 

keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or 

churchwardens, complete one of the “Are you a visitor to one of our services today?” 

forms, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk 
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