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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 
 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesman or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.  

 

This Order of Service is printed on sustainably produced paper. 

 
 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 
 

The Cathedral Choir is directed by Paul Provost, Rector Chori.  

The organ is played by Jonathan Allsopp, Assistant Director of Music. 
 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel 

for one day. Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 

 

Support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral. A collection for the Cathedral's 

mission and ministry will be taken during the Offertory Hymn. If you are a UK 

taxpayer, please consider using the Gift Aid envelopes 

provided – this allows us to increase your donation by 25p for 

every £1 you give at no extra cost to you. Card donations can 

be made at the contactless stations located near the main exits. 

You can also donate online by scanning the QR code or visiting 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Thank you for your 

generous support of the Cathedral and its ongoing work.  

 

 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
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Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 

Much of the music at this afternoon’s Evensong has been chosen to commemorate this 

year’s 100th anniversary of the prolific church music composer Charles Wood.  
 

Charles Wood (15 June 1866 – 12 July 1926) was an Irish composer and teacher; his 

students included Ralph Vaughan Williams at Cambridge and Herbert Howells at the 

Royal College of Music. He is primarily remembered and performed as an Anglican 

church music composer, but he also wrote songs and chamber music, particularly for 

string quartet. Born in Vicars' Hill in the Cathedral precincts of Armagh, Ireland, as a 

boy he was a treble chorister in the choir of the nearby St. Patrick's Cathedral. In 1883 

he became one of fifty inaugural class members of the Royal College of Music, 

studying composition with Charles Villiers Stanford and Charles Hubert Hastings 

Parry. Following four years of training, he continued his studies at Selwyn College, 

Cambridge until 1889. He began teaching harmony and counterpoint at Selwyn 

College and in 1889 he attained a teaching position at Gonville and Caius College, 

Cambridge, and in 1894, becoming their first director of music and organist. After 

Stanford died in 1924, Wood assumed his mentor's vacant role as Professor of Music 

at the University of Cambridge – he died in July 1926 after only two years in the post. 

 

The Service of Evensong  
  

The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the 

working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is 

centred around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and 

accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also 

includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and 

Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised 

to his people, and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the 

end of the day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in 

cathedrals is that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the 

repetition of familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.  

  

The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from 

the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that 

those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be 

immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to 

be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility 

for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence 

and grace of God.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Pastorale César Franck (1822-90) 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from the North Transept 
 

Oculi omnium in te sperant Domine:   

et tu das escam illorum  

in tempore opportuno.   

Gloria tibi Domine.   

Amen. 

The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord:   

and thou givest them  

their meat in due season. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Words: Psalm 145: 15 Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 
Please stand at the entry of the choir and ministers 

 
PRECES sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord:  

The Lord’s name be praised. 
Music: Bernard Rose (1916-96)  
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The Very Revd Dr Stephen Evans, Dean of Southwell, welcomes the congregation to the service. 

 
OFFICE HYMN  
 

 
 

O blest Creator of the light, 

Who makest day with radiance bright, 

And o’er the forming world didst call 

The light from chaos first of all; 
 

Whose wisdom joined in meet array 

The morn and eve, and named them Day: 

Night comes with all its darkling fears; 

Regard thy people’s prayers and tears: 
 

Lest, sunk in sin and whelm'd with strife, 

They lose the gift of endless life; 

While, thinking but the thoughts of time, 

They weave new chains of guilt and crime. 
 

But grant them grace that they may strain 

The heavenly gate and prize to gain: 

Each harmful lure aside to cast, 

And purge away each error past. 
 

O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, 

Who with the Spirit and with thee 

Doth live and reign eternally. 

Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, 8th century or earlier Tune: LUCIS CREATOR    NEH 150 (t. i)  

trans. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) Mode viii  

 
Please sit  
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PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalm 105: 1–15 

 

O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon his Name: 

tell the people what things he hath done. 

O let your songs be of him, and praise him: 

and let your talking be of all his wondrous works. 

Rejoice in his holy Name: 

let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord. 

Seek the Lord and his strength: 

seek his face evermore. 

Remember the marvellous works that he hath done: 

his wonders, and the judgements of his mouth, 

O ye seed of Abraham his servant: 

ye children of Jacob his chosen. 

He is the Lord our God: 

his judgements are in all the world. 

He hath been alway mindful of his covenant and promise: 

that he made to a thousand generations; 

Even the covenant that he made with Abraham: 

and the oath that he sware unto Isaac; 

And appointed the same unto Jacob for a law: 

and to Israel for an everlasting testament; 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan: 

the lot of your inheritance; 

When there were yet but a few of them: 

and they strangers in the land; 

What time as they went from one nation to another: 

from one kingdom to another people; 

He suffered no man to do them wrong: 

but reproved even kings for their sakes; 

Touch not mine Anointed: 

and do my prophets no harm. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Chant: John Jones (1728-96) 
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Please sit 

 
FIRST LESSON 2 Kings 6: 24–25; 7: 3–end 

 

The first lesson is written in the second book of Kings, the sixth chapter,  

beginning at the 24th verse. 

 

Some time later King Ben-hadad of Aram mustered his entire army; he 

marched against Samaria and laid siege to it. As the siege continued, 

famine in Samaria became so great that a donkey’s head was sold for 

eighty shekels of silver, and one-fourth of a kab of dove’s dung for five 

shekels of silver. 
 

Now there were four leprous men outside the city gate, who said to one 

another, ‘Why should we sit here until we die? If we say, “Let us enter the 

city”, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; but if we sit here, 

we shall also die. Therefore, let us desert to the Aramean camp; if they 

spare our lives, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.’ So they 

arose at twilight to go to the Aramean camp; but when they came to the 

edge of the Aramean camp, there was no one there at all. For the Lord had 

caused the Aramean army to hear the sound of chariots and of horses, the 

sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, ‘The king of Israel 

has hired the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to fight against 

us.’ So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents,  

their horses, and their donkeys, leaving the camp just as it was, and fled 

for their lives. When these leprous men had come to the edge of the camp, 

they went into a tent, ate and drank, carried off silver, gold, and clothing, 

and went and hid them. Then they came back, entered another tent, 

carried off things from it, and went and hid them. 
 

Then they said to one another, ‘What we are doing is wrong. This is a day 

of good news; if we are silent and wait until the morning light, we will be 

found guilty; therefore let us go and tell the king’s household.’ So they 

came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and told them, ‘We went to 

the Aramean camp, but there was no one to be seen or heard there, 

nothing but the horses tied, the donkeys tied, and the tents as they were.’ 

Then the gatekeepers called out and proclaimed it to the king’s household. 

The king got up in the night, and said to his servants, ‘I will tell you what 
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the Arameans have prepared against us. They know that we are starving; 

so they have left the camp to hide themselves in the open country, 

thinking, “When they come out of the city, we shall take them alive and 

get into the city.” ’ One of his servants said, ‘Let some men take five of the 

remaining horses, since those left here will suffer the fate of the whole 

multitude of Israel that have perished already; let us send and find out.’ 

So they took two mounted men, and the king sent them after the Aramean 

army, saying, ‘Go and find out.’ So they went after them as far as the 

Jordan; the whole way was littered with garments and equipment that the 

Arameans had thrown away in their haste. So the messengers returned, 

and told the king. 
 

Then the people went out, and plundered the camp of the Arameans.  

So a measure of choice meal was sold for a shekel, and two measures of 

barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. Now the king had 

appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate; 

the people trampled him to death in the gate, just as the man of God had 

said when the king came down to him. For when the man of God had said 

to the king, ‘Two measures of barley shall be sold for a shekel, and a 

measure of choice meal for a shekel, about this time tomorrow in the gate 

of Samaria’, the captain had answered the man of God, ‘Even if the Lord 

were to make windows in the sky, could such a thing happen?’ And he 

had answered, ‘You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat 

from it.’ It did indeed happen to him; the people trampled him to death 

in the gate. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 
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MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN E FLAT (NO 1) 

Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 
Please sit 
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SECOND LESSON Mark 7: 1–8, 14, 15, 21–23 

 

The second lesson is written in the gospel of Saint Mark, the seventh 

chapter, beginning at the first verse. 

 

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they noticed that some of his disciples 

were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the 

Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 

hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat 

anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 

other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 

kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your 

disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?’ 

 

He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is 

written, 

“This people honours me with their lips, 

   but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

   teaching human precepts as doctrines.” 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’ 

 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, 

and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can 

defile, but the things that come out are what defile. 

 

‘For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 

fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from 

within, and they defile a person.’ 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from EVENING SERVICE IN E FLAT (NO 1) 

Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 
Please turn East towards the High Altar 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  
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Please turn back 

 
LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES 
sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and let us not be led into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the King: 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people: 

And bless thine inheritance. 
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Give peace in our time, O Lord: 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us: 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

Almighty and merciful God,  

of whose only gift it cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee true 

and laudable service;  

Grant, we beseech thee,  

that we may so faithfully serve thee in this life,  

that we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly promises;  

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: Bernard Rose (1916-96) 

 

Please sit  
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ANTHEM sung by the Choir 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love, 

Pure beam of the most high, eternal light 

Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright 

Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 
 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 

Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine; 

Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 

As stars about thy throne, set in the height 

Of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight 

Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove. 
 

Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 

Our nature all shall feel eternal day, 

In fellowship with thee, transforming day 

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within.  Amen. 
 

Words: Henry Ramsden Bramley (1833-1917) Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

 
HOMILY given by the Dean 

 
Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by the Revd David McCoulough, Priest Pastor 
 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
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Please stand 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 
 

1. Christ is the world’s true Light, 

Its Captain of salvation, 

The Daystar shining bright 

To every man and nation; 

New life, new hope awakes, 

Where’er men own his sway: 

Freedom her bondage breaks, 

And night is turned to day. 

2. In Christ all races meet, 

Their ancient feuds forgetting, 

The whole round world complete, 

From sunrise to its setting: 

When Christ is throned as Lord, 

Men shall forsake their fear, 

To ploughshare beat the sword, 

To pruning-hook the spear. 
 

3. One Lord, in one great name 

Unite us all who own thee; 

Cast out our pride and shame 

That hinder to enthrone thee; 

The world has waited long, 

Has travailed long in pain; 

To heal its ancient wrong, 

Come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 
 

Words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959) Tune: RINKART (KOMMT SEELEN)    NEH 494 

Copyright © Oxford University Press Melody and bass by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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BLESSING given by the Dean 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy Spirit. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music: Bernard Rose (1916-96) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers depart 
 

Toccata giocosa William Mathias (1934-92) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the Crossing to greet you on your way out. 


