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Welcome to Southwell Minster 
 

As you prepare for worship, please be sensitive to the needs of those around 

you who may wish to pray in silence. Please switch off mobile telephones 

and do not use photographic, video or recording equipment at any time. 
 

A loop system is in operation throughout the Minster. Hearing aids that are 

equipped to do so should be switched to the ‘T’ position or the loop setting 

appropriate to your equipment. 
 

Large print orders of service are available. Please ask a Churchwarden, 

Sidesperson or Verger for a copy. 
 

Toilet facilities (including disabled access) are situated in the Archbishop’s 

Palace, opposite the South Door of the Minster. 
 

We are a Fairtrade cathedral, committed to continuing and increasing our 

use of fairly traded goods wherever possible.  

 

This Order of Service is printed on sustainably produced paper. 

 

The congregation is invited to join in all texts printed in bold. 

 

The Cathedral Choir is directed by Paul Provost, Rector Chori.  

The organ is played by Jonathan Allsopp, Assistant Director of Music.  

 

This service will be live-streamed to the internet, and will be available at 

www.southwellminster.org/worship-online and on the Minster’s YouTube channel, 

for one day.  Live-streaming allows those joining from home to participate in the same 

act of worship as those in the Cathedral. 

 

Support the Mission and Ministry of the Cathedral. A collection for the Cathedral's 

mission and ministry will be taken during the Offertory Hymn. If you are a UK 

taxpayer, please consider using the Gift Aid envelopes 

provided – this allows us to increase your donation by 25p for 

every £1 you give at no extra cost to you. Card donations can 

be made at the contactless stations located near the main exits. 

You can also donate online by scanning the QR code or visiting 

www.southwellminster.org/donate. Thank you for your 

generous support of the Cathedral and its ongoing work. 

 

 

http://www.southwellminster.org/donate
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The Service of Evensong  
  

The experience of the service of Evensong is unique. It takes place at the end of the 

working day, and the choir leads worship through their singing. The service is 

centred around the singing of psalms, ancient texts that speak powerfully and 

accessibly to our very human hopes, fears and dreams. Every service of Evensong also 

includes two canticles, or songs, recorded in St Luke’s Gospel: the Magnificat and 

Nunc dimittis. Both canticles focus on hope and the fulfilment of what God promised 

to his people, and so have acted as a foundation for prayer and reflection towards the 

end of the day for many hundreds of years. The beauty of daily sung services in 

cathedrals is that no two composers’ interpretation of these texts is the same, so in the 

repetition of familiar texts we find fresh meaning every single day.  
  

The gift of the service of Evensong is that it requires little active participation from 

the congregation; it is a service of respite from the stresses of the day. Our hope is that 

those of you for whom this is your first taste of Evensong will let yourselves be 

immersed in the experience: you need simply to be receptive, and to allow yourself to 

be carried by the choir in song and prayer. In letting others take on the responsibility 

for prayer on your behalf, you are left with greater freedom to be open to the presence 

and grace of God.  

 

Standing, Sitting and Kneeling 
 

Throughout the booklet, you will find various references to posture: 
 

- Standing is used for parts of the service where the emphasis is on praising 

or praying to God together; so we usually stand to sing hymns, and for 

certain important prayers. 

- Sitting indicates listening and receiving; so we sit for the first and second 

readings from the Bible, and for the sermon. 

- Kneeling is the traditional position for personal prayer. Please speak to one 

of the Vergers or Sidesperson if you would like a cushion for kneeling. 
 

Adopting the same posture is a way of showing that we are worshipping God 

together, as his people. However, please always feel free to adopt a different posture, 

especially if standing or kneeling is uncomfortable.  

 

We are always delighted to welcome newcomers and visitors.  If you would like to 

keep in regular contact with the Minster, please either speak to one of the clergy or 

churchwardens, or email office@southwellminster.org.uk 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Cathédrales (from Pièces de fantaisie) Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

 
INTROIT sung by the choir from the North Transept 
 

God whose farm is all creation,  

take the gratitude we give,  

take the finest of our harvest,  

crops we grow that all may live. 
 

Take our ploughing, seeding, reaping,  

hopes and fears of sun and rain, 

all our thinking, planning, waiting,  

ripening into fruit and grain.  
 

All our labour, all our watching,  

all our calendar of care,  

in these crops of your creation,  

take, O God; they are our prayer. 
 

Words: John Arlott (1914-91) Tune: GOTT WILL’S MACHEN   CP 271 

Copyright © Oxford University Press Johann Ludwig Steiner (1688-1761) 

 
Please stand at the entry of the choir and ministers 

 
PRECES sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips: 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 
Music: William Smith (c. 1603-1645) 
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The Very Revd Dr Stephen Evans, Dean of Southwell, welcomes the congregation to the service. 

 

HYMN  
 

 
 

1. We plough the fields and scatter 

The good seed on the land, 

But it is fed and watered 

By God’s almighty hand; 

He sends the snow in winter, 

The warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes and the sunshine, 

And soft refreshing rain: 

  All good gifts around us 

  Are sent from heaven above, 

  Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

  For all his love. 
 

2. He only is the Maker 

Of all things near and far, 

He paints the wayside flower, 

He lights the evening star. 

The winds and waves obey him, 

By him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, his children, 

He gives our daily bread: 

  All good gifts around us...... 

3. We thank thee then, O Father, 

For all things bright and good; 

The seed-time and the harvest, 

Our life, our health, our food. 

No gifts have we to offer 

For all thy love imparts, 

But that which thou desirest, 

Our humble, thankful hearts: 

  All good gifts around us...... 
 

Words: German, Matthias Claudius (1740-1815)            Tune: WIR PFLÜGEN    NEH 262 

trans. Jane Campbell (1817-1878)             Johann Abraham Peter Schulz (1747-1800) 

arr. John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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Please sit 

 

PSALMODY sung by the choir Psalm136 
 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious: 

and his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of all gods: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

O thank the Lord of all lords: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who only doeth great wonders: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who by his excellent wisdom made the heavens: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who laid out the earth above the waters: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who hath made great lights: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

The sun to rule the day: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

The moon and the stars to govern the night: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who smote Egypt with their first-born: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

And brought out Israel from among them: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

With a mighty hand, and stretched out arm: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who divided the Red sea in two parts: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

And made Israel to go through the midst of it: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

But as for Pharaoh and his host, he overthrew them in the Red sea: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who led his people through the wilderness: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who smote great kings: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

Yea, and slew mighty kings: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 
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Sehon king of the Amorites: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

And Og the king of Basan: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

And gave away their land for an heritage: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

Even for an heritage unto Israel his servant: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who remembered us when we were in trouble: 

for his mercy endureth for ever; 

And hath delivered us from our enemies: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Who giveth food to all flesh: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the Lord of lords: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 
 

Please stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Chant: Charles Lloyd (1849-1919) 

 

Please sit 
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FIRST LESSON Proverbs 2: 1–11 

 

The first lesson is written the book of Proverbs, the second chapter, 

beginning at the first verse. 

 

My child, if you accept my words 

   and treasure up my commandments within you, 

making your ear attentive to wisdom 

   and inclining your heart to understanding; 

if you indeed cry out for insight, 

   and raise your voice for understanding; 

if you seek it like silver, 

   and search for it as for hidden treasures— 

then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

   and find the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord gives wisdom; 

   from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 

he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 

   he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, 

guarding the paths of justice 

   and preserving the way of his faithful ones. 

Then you will understand righteousness and justice 

   and equity, every good path; 

for wisdom will come into your heart, 

   and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

prudence will watch over you; 

   and understanding will guard you. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 
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MAGNIFICAT sung by the choir 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1: 46-55 Music: from THE ST MARTIN’S SERVICE 

Lucy Walker (b. 1998) 

 
Please sit 
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SECOND LESSON Matthew 6: 25–33 
 

The second lesson is written in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, the sixth 

chapter, beginning at the verse twenty-five. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.  

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 

birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 

And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 

all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 

grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do 

not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 

“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 

and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 

But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.’ 
 

Here ends the second lesson. 
 

Please stand 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: 

thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 2: 29-32 Music: from THE ST MARTIN’S SERVICE 

Lucy Walker (b. 1998) 
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Please turn east to face the High Altar 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Please turn back 
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LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER AND RESPONSES 
sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us: 

Christ, have mercy upon us: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us: 

And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King: 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness: 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people: 

And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord: 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us: 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

O eternal God, who crownest the year with thy goodness 

and dost give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

give us grace that we may use them to thy glory, 

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with three, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Music: William Smith (c. 1603-45) 

and Robert Stone (1516-1613) 

 

Please sit 
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ANTHEM sung by the choir 
 

Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice; for the Lord will do great things.  

Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do 

spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their 

strength. Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord, your 

God. The floors shall be full of wheat. And ye shall eat in plenty,  

and praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously 

with you. Amen. 
 

Words: after Joel 2: 24, 26  Music: Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 
ADDRESS given by the Rt Hon. Sir Mark Spencer 

 
Please remain seated or kneel when invited. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Canon Angela Ashwin, Reader 

 

One of the following responses, or another, may be used: 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
THE GRACE 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand 
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OFFERTORY HYMN during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral 
 

 

1. To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise 

In hymns of adoration, 

To thee bring sacrifice of praise 

With shouts of exultation. 

Bright robes of gold the fields adorn, 

The hills with joy are ringing, 

The valleys stand so thick with corn 

That even they are singing. 
 

2. And now, on this our festal day, 

Thy bounteous hand confessing, 

Upon Thine altar, Lord, we lay 

The first-fruits of thy blessing; 

By thee the souls of men are fed 

With gifts of grace supernal; 

Thou who dost give us daily bread, 

Give us the bread eternal. 

3. We bear the burden of the day, 

And often toil seems dreary; 

But labour ends with sunset ray, 

And rest is for the weary; 

May we, the angel-reaping o’er, 

Stand at the last accepted, 

Christ’s golden sheaves for evermore 

To garners bright elected. 
 

4. O blessèd is that land of God, 

Where saints abide for ever; 

Where golden fields spread fair and broad, 

Where flows the crystal river: 

The strains of all its holy throng 

With ours to-day are blending; 

Thrice blessèd is that harvest-song 

Which never hath an ending. 
 

Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-98)  Tune: GOLDEN SHEAVES    NEH 261 

Sir Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) 

 
BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 



 

The Minster Centre, Church Street, Southwell, NG25 0HD. 

Tel.: 01636 812649 office@southwellminster.org.uk www.southwellminster.org 

Facebook: @SouthwellMinster Instagram: @SouthwellMinster YouTube: @SouthwellMinster 

Southwell Cathedral Chapter: Registered Charity Number 1207138 
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DISMISSAL sung by a cantor and the choir 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And with thy Spirit. 
 

Let us bless the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music: after William Smith (c. 1603-1645) 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY during which the ministers and choir depart 
 

Dankpsalm Max Reger (1873-1916) 

 
Once the ministers and choir have departed, you are invited to sit to listen quietly to the organ 

voluntary. If you wish to leave at this point, please do so without disturbing those who may 

still wish to listen or pray. The clergy will stand in the Crossing to greet you on your way out. 

 

Available today is Minster News, our printed monthly noticesheet for October, which 

provides a summary of all the information and events taking place this month – please 

take a copy. Alternatively, the full version of this week’s version of Pew News, 

covering in detail everything happening over the next week is available online at 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/. 

 

https://www.southwellminster.org/worship/pew-news/

	Welcome to Southwell Minster
	The Service of Evensong
	Standing, Sitting and Kneeling
	ORDER OF SERVICE
	Organ Prelude
	Introit sung by the choir from the North Transept
	Preces sung by a cantor and the choir
	Hymn
	Psalmody sung by the choir Psalm136
	First Lesson Proverbs 2: 1–11
	Second Lesson Matthew 6: 25–33
	Nunc Dimittis sung by the choir
	Please turn east to face the High Altar
	The Apostles’ Creed
	Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer and Responses sung by a cantor and the choir
	Collect for the Day
	Collect for Peace
	Collect for Aid against all Perils
	Anthem sung by the choir
	Address given by the Rt Hon. Sir Mark Spencer
	Prayers of Intercession led by Canon Angela Ashwin, Reader
	The Grace
	Offertory Hymn during which a collection is taken for the mission and ministry of the Cathedral
	Blessing
	Dismissal sung by a cantor and the choir
	Organ Voluntary during which the ministers and choir depart


